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Military Colonies of the Chiang-hsi Garrisons
During the Ming Dynasty

Yue Chih-chia

Institute of History and Philology, Academia Sinica

Previous studies of Ming military colonies have suggested that by the Hung-chih
period(1488-1506) military colonies across the country had generally lost half of the
acreage allotted to them in the early Ming, and that the original acreage was not restored
until the land survey of the Wan-li reign (1573-1620). The original acreage of the military
colonies in Chiang-hsi listed in the Ta Ming hui-tien (Collected Statutes of the Great Ming)
is larger than the contemporary acreage. But exactly which periods do these two figures in
the Collected Statutes represent? How did the changes in the military colonies in Chiang-
hsi differ from those in other regions? The present study attempts to answer these
questions, relying on the Wan-Ii k’uai-chi lu (Financial Statistics of the Wan-li Period), the
Chiang-hsi fu-i ch'iian -shu (Comprehensive Statutes of the Chiang-hsi Taxation & Corvée),
and relevant data in a variety of local gazetteers. It shows that the 1503 land survey of the
Chiang-chi’s military colonies was a turning point leading to the continual deterioration of
the military colonies thereafter. The "newly added" (Asin cheng) category, established after
the survey, deepened the conflicts between the military and the common people.
Furthermore, the increase of "employing civil tenants to farm military colonies" inevitably
led to a number of interactions between the military and commoners. After 1567, when
disturbances arose among people who still had to pay their land taxes after their land was
taken away by the military, local officials began actively interfering with garrison affairs.
After 1573, an increasing number of military colonies underwent reform at the initiative of
local officials. Whereas, in order to make sure that the military colonies of the Chiang-hsi
garrisons could smoothly perform their duties of transporting grain to the capital, the

attitudes of top-level civil officials often differed from those of the low-level officials who
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had to confront the common people. The present study cites concrete examples to lay out
the conflicts and interactions between garrisons and civil administrative units, and between
top-level civil officials and bottom-rung local officials. It also elaborates on the relationship
between the supply ratio of the Chiang-hsi garrisons to the military and the amount of grain

paid in salary to military personnel during the Wan-li period.

-742-






