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The Eighth Example of the Reconstruction of the Ground
Building of the Yin Dynasty Site at An-yang: Including
A Discussion of the B11 Foundation and Related
Foundations with YH251 and YH330
Oracle Inscriptions

Chang-ju Shih
Institute of History and Philology, Academia Sinica

The later period B11 foundations form part of a group of foundations along with B11,
B12, B13, B15, B16, B18, B19, B20, B21. After restorations, the length from north to south
is 70 meters, the width from east to west is 110 meters, and the circumference is 7,700
square meters. Based on the various stratums and rows, we know this is a structure from the
Ti-I period. In the Er-ya tzu-kuan we read: “...if a room has wings in the east and west, this
is called a temple.” It would seem that this structure is a lineage temple.

YH251 is the storage pit beside the entrance to excavation B18; YH330 is the storage
pit beside the entrance to excavation B20. The oracle inscriptions unearthed from both pits
include very important oracle inscriptions as well as inscriptions on the background of Tzu-
Ch'i. Ch'ang Yao-hua argues that Tzu-Chi is someone from the Wu Ting period, whereas Li
Hsueh-ch'in argues the Tzu-Chi is from the Ti-I period. He suggests that the evidence is
irrefutable when we examine the B11 foundations of the later period.

The names on the oracle inscriptions, rites, and characteristics appear to correspond
with the foundations; furthermore, there are sacrificial altars located next to the doorways
where we see red scorched earth and ash remains. Based on the divination records and
recorded ritual activities, it seems quite likely that these come from later period B11l

excavations.

Keywords: foundation, oracle inscriptions, storage pit beside the entrance (men-

p'ang-chiao)
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7355 15.0.70 7356 15.0.71 7357 15.0.74 7358 15.0.77
7359 15.0.78 7360 15.0.80 7361 15.0.82 7362 15.0.84
l ‘

7363 15.0.87 7364 15.0.92 7365 15.0.96 7366 15.0.111
BIERPES : YH251(%#):3

-872-




B3 LRI R B A REE T+ — R A B A EYHDS1 ~ 33084 PR

7367 15.0.112 7368 15.0.119 7369 15.0.120 7370 15.0.121

ﬂl
7371 15.0.122 7372 15.0.126 7373 15.0.131 7374 15.0.134

7375 15.0.136 7376 15.0.144 7377 15.0.145 7378 15.0.151

g w
e
7379 15.0.156 7380 15.0.158 7381 15.0.159 7382 15.0.160
0 2cm
o L —

BIRRBERS © YH251(3):4

-873-




|

iy
7384 15.0.167

7383 15.0.165 7385 15.0.168

’

7387 15.0.171 7388 15.0.234 7389 15.0.236
7391 15.0.240 7392 15.0.242 7393 15.0.244
7395 15.0.247 7396 15.0.249 7397 15.0.254

B hRBES : YH251(4#):5

-874-

%

7386 15.0.170

#

7390 15.0.237

7394

7398 15.0.285

(0] 2cm
&H:H

15.0.245




BRI LR R B AR T+ — 15 80 A B STYHDS] ~ 33084 | A

7399 15.0.287 7400 15.0.288 7401 15.0.292
7402  15.0.293 7403 15.0.294
7404  15.0.298 7405 15.0.313 7419 15.0.411

::’:
~ 0 2cm
EH:H

7406 15.0.314 7407 15.0.318

& kR PEEE © YH251(%):6

-875-




8939 15.0.389 8940 15.0.390

8941 15.0.391

8942 15.0.392

8944 15.0.394

8945 15.0.395 8946 15.0.396 15.0.398 15.0.399 15.0.402

0 2cm
BIRRPESE : YH330(Z):1 ]

-876-



BRI bR R NGRS T+ — 1 B A BANEEYH251 ~ 33089 i

8947 15.0.397 8948 15.0.400

8949 15.0.403

8952 15.0.410

8950 15.0.404 8951 15.0.407 15.0.408
15.0.405 15.0.406
0 2cm
[ e — -
B AR BEBE : YH330(Z):2

-877-




8954 15.0.413 8955 15.0.414

8953 15.0.412

8956 15.0.417

8957 15.0.418

8958 15.0.419 8960 15.0.422 8961 15.0.423
B RRFEZE : YH330(Z):3 0 2cm
et

-878-




BIE 30 L2 B8R B AP T — 18I AL A B A STYHDS1 ~ 33084 ki

8962 15.0.424 8963 15.0.425

8964 15.0.426 8966 15.0.428

8965

15.0.427

8967 15.0.430

8969 15.0.432 8970 15.0.433 8971 15.0.434

8968 15.0.431

8972 15.0.435 8973 15.0.436 8974 15.0.437

0 2cm

B AR FEHR : YH330(Z):4 bl

-879-




8975 15.0.438 8976 15.0.440 8977 15.0.441 8978 15.0.442

8979 15.0.445 8980 15.0.446 8981 15.0.447

8983 15.0.449 8984 15.0.450 8985 15.0.451
(0} 2cm

bt
BERBEIA : YH330(Z):5

-880-




br b LR AR B AP RS L — IR LA B A STYHDS] ~ 33084 [ &

8986 15.0.454 8987 15.0.456 8988 15.0.457

8989 15.0.458 8990 15.0.460 8991 15.0.461 8992 15.0.463

0 2cm

T

8993 15.0.464 8994 15.0.465 9050 15.0.544-15.0.547

BIERET : YH330(Z):6

-881-



)

7417 15.0.401

7418 15.0.409

7420 15.0.415 7421 15.0.416 7422 15.0.420

| '
' q

7423 15.0.429 7424  15.0.439 7425 15.0.443 7426 15.0.444

7427 15.0.453 7428 15.0.455 7429 15.0.459 7430 15.0.462
15.0.4521F Fr S s Ry o \
WAL FEHh I ! lcm

BIERES : YH330(3%):1

-882-





