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AL S A AR

Reexamination of Chinese Sources on the Kesig or Imperial
Guard of the Yiian Dynasty

Chin-fu Hung
Institute of History and Philology, Academia Sinica

According to the Yiian History (Yiian-shih JGH), the Kesig (ch’ieh-hsiieh |£EE) or
“Imperial Guard” was divided into four groups under the hereditary command of the “Four
Heroes” families. Each of the four Kesig went on duty for three straight days in accordance
with the 12 cyclical characters (¢i-chih H37). Accordingly, the First or the Yeke Kesig
served on shen B, yu 7§ and hsii fX days; the Second Kesig on hai %, tzu ¥ and
ch’ou H days, etc.

Was the three-day rotation system observed as the Yiian History prescribed? By
examining Yiian documents bearing the customary formula “x®FxHxH, xKiEHExH”
(_year, _month, _day, the 1%, 2", or 3" day of the Kesig of _), one may answer this question
satisfactorily. After having examined 18 passages using this formula, Yanai Wataru &7AAL
claimed in 1916 that since Qubilai Qan’s reign the system was not followed at all
Subsequently, however, after examining additional source materials, Katayama Tomoo J7
[[[#t£ and Yeh Hsin-min ZE#H E confirmed the veracity of the Yian History’s
statements in 1977 and 1983 respectively. Nevertheless, the presence of many passages
consisting of the aforesaid formula and conflicting with the prescription of the Yiian History
still needs to be explained.

In this paper, I examine 97 passages concerning the Kesig’s rotation system. Of these,
30 passages show discrepancies with the Yiian History. I do not know the causes of such
discrepancies for 6 of the 30 passages, including 3 passages concerning the Kesig under the
command of Ch’a-ch’a-er £2%Z5d, whom I have discussed at length. I have, however,
concluded that most of the discrepancies derive from textual corruption. Careless copyists
and woodblock carvers may have mistaken the Chinese numerical character “=" for “__”,

» as well as “=-F/\” for “+/\”, or “+/\” for “=—+/\”, and so on.

Authors may also have made such mistakes.

or “”” for “—

The case of the Kesig of Qara jang (Ha-la-chang M&#I[E£) is worth mentioning here.
About 250 years ago, the great scholar Ch’ien Ta-hsin $¥AHT cited a passage from an

-387-



S

8o

“eF

inscription that read as follows: “BIEH =+ HH=H, KBHIEEEES—H.” That date
was the day wu-wu [X4F. According to the Yiian History, it was the 2™ day of the Fourth
Kesig, but the above passage states that it was the 1% day, while Qara J ang was the
commander of the Second Kesig, not of the Fourth Kesig. Ch’ien seemed to be ignorant of
these discrepancies. As late as the 20™ century, the passage in question appeared in 1908 in
the work of Edouard Chavannes , who was quoted by Yanai Wataru in 1916 and by Francis
W. Cleéves in 1951. Yanai Wataru was in turn quoted by Katayama Tomoo in 1977. The
passage can also be found in the work of Feng Ch’eng-chiin #E2&$5 in 1933 and that of
Ts’ai Mei-piao 23 in 1955, who was quoted by Yeh Hsin-min in 1977. However, the
readings provided by these scholars differ slightly from that of Ch’ien Ta-hsin. Instead of
“H=H" or “the 23™ day”, they have “+=H" or “the 13™ day”; while Ch’ien has “&5—
H” or “the 1" day,” they have “&5 — H” or “the 2™ day.” The date “+=” was the day
wu-shen JXH, which was, according to the Yiian History, the 1% day of the First Kesig,
neither the 2™ day nor the Kesig of Qara J ang. Among the above-mentioned scholars, only
Katayama and Yeh noticed the “mistakes” in the passage, but they proved unaware of the
exact nature of these mistakes. Fortunately, I found three pieces of the rubbing of the said
inscription in the Fu Ssu-nien {#Hf4F Library, and, after making comparisons among
them , was able to decipher the passage as follows: “EIFH =4+ H-1/NH, IBHZHEs
25—H.” The Peking Library also has a rubbing of the same inscription. The librarians read
it “+7<H” as I do. The “+7NH” or “the 16™ day” of the said year and month was the day
hsin-hai ¥3%, which according to the Yiian History was the 1* day of the Second Kesig.
The passage, when read correctly, testifies to the accuracy of the Yiian History. Thus, I have
been able to correct a 250 year-old misreading, and add one more piece of evidence to

support what the Yiian History asserts.
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