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Rewriting Huihong Juefan in the Ming Dynasty
Chao-heng Liao
Institute of Chinese Literature and Philosophy, Academia Sinica

This paper attempts to examine conflict and reconciliation between knowledge,
language and cultural discourse within Ch’an teaching in the late Ming by shedding light on
the revival of the teachings of the famous monk Huihong Juefan (ByL& &5, 1071-1128),
the first advocate of Wenzi Ch’an. It will also investigate the role of canonical texts in the
spread of Ch’an teaching; Ch’an thought at first seems antithetical to doctrine and scripture,
but actually canonical texts are crucial within its development.

In the late Ming, an intense dispute erupted within Buddhist circles between Miyun
Yuanwu (ZZEEEE, 1566-1642) and Hanyue Fazang (3 H hjE, 1573-1635). The two
often voiced incongruous ideas, focusing on Huihong Juefan’s works, particularly his Zhi
Zheng Zhuan (FFE{H). Zibo Zhenke (58FHET], 1543-1603) dedicated himself to
disseminating Huihong Juefan’s works and ideology; in fact, he was the first to give
consideration to the Zhi Zheng Zhuan, thereby inciting a heated debate that was to last until
the reign of Emperor Yung-zheng.

At the heart of this long-drawn-out quarrel lay the conflict between the understanding
of Ch’an teaching based on holy experience and that based on canonical knowledge; the
dispute between the two ideological veins of mysticism and intellectualism also came into
play. The aim of this paper is to further our understanding of late Ming Buddhism by
exploring four dimensions: (1) the orientation of the values of late Ming Ch’an teaching; (2)
the specifics of the debate over the teachings of Huihong Juefan and the positions of the
opposing sides; (3) interrelation between hermeneutical strategy and cultural context; and

(4) commentaries on the Ch’an practices of different schools.

Keywords: Huihong Juefan, Zibo Zhenke, Hanyue Fazang, Zhi Zheng Zhuan, Ming
Buddhism
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