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' G. E. von Grunebaum and Roger Caillois (eds.), The Dream and Human Societies (Berkeley:
University of California Press, 1966).

% David Shulman and Guy G. Stroumsa (eds.), Dream Cultures. Explorations in the Comparative
History of Dreaming (New Y ork/Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1999).

3 Steven F. Kruger, Dreaming in the Middle Ages (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press,
1992), chapter 2; and Jean-Claude Schmitt, Ghosts in the Middle Ages. The Living and the Dead
in Medieval Society (Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 1998).

* Richard L. Kagan, Lucretia’s Dreams: Politics and Prophecy in Sixteenth-Century Spain
(Berkeley: University of California Press, 1990).

5 Peter Burke, “L’Histoire sociale des réves,” Annales: Economies, Sociétés, Civilisations
28(1973): 329-342.
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® Matteo Ricci, Storia dell’Introduzione del Cristianesimo in Cina, 3 vols. Pasquale D’Elia (ed.),
(Rome: La Libreria dello Stato, 1942-1949), vol. 1, N. 459-460, pp. 352-354. +:3F AR %%
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19 Ricci, Storia, N. 462, p. 355.
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2 Didaci Lainez Adhortationes, 1559, in Fontes Narrativi de S. Ignatio de Loyola et de Societatis
lesu initiis, vol. II, Monumenta Historica Societatis Iesu (Rome, 1951), pp. 133-134.

1 Ricci, Storia, N. 463, p. 356.
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1 Kruger, Dreaming in the Middle Ages, pp. 17-34.

1 Schmitt, Ghosts in the Middle Ages, chapter 2.

18 Jean-Claude Schmitt, “The Liminality and Centrality of Dreams in the Medieval West,” in Dream
Cultures, pp. 274-287.
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7" Aristotle, “On Dreams,” in Jonathan Barnes (ed.), The Complete Works of Aristotle, revised
Oxford translation (Princeton: Princeton University Press, 1984), vol. 1, 460°1-460°27.

'8 Aristotle, “On Divination in Sleep,” in The Complete Works of Aristotle, vol. 1, 463°23-463°32.

' Kruger, Dreaming in the Middle Ages, pp. 84-122.

20 Ignatius Loyola, The Autobiography of St. Ignatius Loyola, John C. Olin (ed.), New York:
Harper Torch Books, 1974), p. 24.
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Adrian Dudink, “Giulio Aleni and Li Jiubiao,” in Tiziana Lippiello and Roman Malek (eds.),
Scholar from the West: Giulio Aleni S. J. (1582-1649) and the Dialogue between Christianity
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Religious Belief and Dream Culture: A Comparative Study of
Catholicism and Buddhism in the Ming-Qing Period

R. Po-chia Hsia

Department of History and Religious Studies, The Pennsylvania State University

After surveying the place of dreams in Christian thgology of the West, this article
examines the writings of Jesuit missionaries in China on the subject, and contrasts the
reserved attitude of European priests with the enthusiasm for holy dreams in the writings of
Chinese converts. A database of holy dreams, assembled from Jesuit reports of the 17 and
early 18™ centuries, forms the basis for qualitative and quantitative analyses, the results of
which are compared with a second database of holy dreams drawn from Buddhist sources of
the same period. The comparative analysis of religious images, doctrines, and the social
history of dreams allows for some tentative observations on the psychology of Christian
conversion and the sociology of Christian community formation in late Ming and early Qing

China.

Keywords: Jesuits, dream culture, religious culture, Chinese converts, Matteo Ricci
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