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GLOUCESTER: 1 pray you ail, tell me what they deserve
That do conspire my death with devilish plots
Of damned witchcraft, and that have prevail’d
Upon my body with their hellish charms?
HASTINGS:  The tender love I bear Your Grace, my lord,
Makes me most forward in this princely presence
Ta doom th'offenders, whosoe'er they be:
I say, my lord, they have deserved death.
GLOUCESTER Then be your eyes the witness of their evil.
Look how I am bewitch'd ; behold mine arm
Is like a blasted sapling, wither'd up:
And this is Edward's wife, that monstrous witch
Consorted with that harlot strumpet Shace,
That by their witchcraft thus have marked me.

Richard III, Act 11, scene iv

Stirring events took place in Ch‘ang-an, city of Eternal Tranquillity,
during the years 92—go B.c. Some of the highest in the land, including chief
dignitaries of state and members of the imperial family, were executed or
forced to suicide. Fears of witchcraft, possibly of an hysterical nature,
resulted in the deaths of many who were suspected of such practices; and
large numbers were killed in the open fighting that broke out in the city. In

* The foltowing abbreviations are used in the notes:
HFHD H. H. Dubs, The History of the Former Han Dynasty, volurnes 1-3, Baltimore
and London, 1938-35 (Unless stated otherwise, references are to volume z}.
HHS Hou Han-shu and Hsi Han-shu; references are to Wang Hsien-ch'ien’s
edition, Ch'ang-sha 1915.

HS Han-shu; references are to Wang Hsien-ch'ien's edition, Ch'ang-sha, 1gca.
sC Shih-chi; references are to Shiki katchi koshd, edited by Takigawa Kametard,
Tokyo 193234 %

Swann N. L. Swann, Food and Money in Ancient China, Princeton 1930.
YTL  Ven-t'izh inn: references are to Wang Li-chi F ¥ 3%, Yen-t'ieh lun chiao-chu
# ¥, Shanghai 1958.
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thrown into prison and died.® These were Kung-sun Ho 2 £ & and his
son Kung-sun Ching-sheng % B§. Since 103 Ho had held the office of
cheng-hsiang ZR A8 or chancellor. This was the highest ranking office of
state, and he held supreme responsibility, below the emperor, for the con-
duct of government. On his appointment to that office his son Ching-sheng
had succeeded him as £’ai-pu 7K %, or superintendent of transport,* and had
thus become one of the nine ministers of state who ranked below the
chancellor and carried direct responsibility for one of the specialist tasks of

vernment. The high status and power enjoyed by these men was en-
panced by their relationship to Wu ti’s principal consort the empress Wei ff;
for Kung-sun Ho, the chancellor, was married to one of her sisters.

The fall of these two highly placed officials invelved other members of
the empress's family; and in addition it was linked with the question of
witcheraft, Kung-sun Ching-sheng had been accused of embezzling a large
sum of money from funds allocated to the northern army of Ch'ang-an. In
the course of the case a man who had been imprisoned for acting with scant
respect to the provisions of government sent in a written accusation.
Kung-sun Ching-sheng was alleged to have had illicit sexual relations with
the princess Yang-shih [ 47, who was a daughter of Wu ti and the empress
Wei and thus his own cousin. In addition he was accused of having shamans
offer prayers and express curses against the emperor, and of having mani-
kins buried with similar intent near the road at Kan-ch‘iian H# &, where
Wu ti had a summer retreat.®

The case was proved and both men met their deaths. On a day cor-
responding with 14 April 1,8 Liu Ch*u-li £ J& 3 was appointed chancellor
in place of Kung-sun Ho. The intention had evidently been to follow an
earlier precedent of Han government by dividing this high office between
two men, so as to avoid reposing excessive authority in a single individual.
For this reason Liu was nominated Chancellor of the Left, but there is in
fact no record of the simultaneous appointment of a Chancellor of the Right.
Liu Ch'u-li was 2 nephew of Wu ti; and, as will be shown [ater, he was
related to another imperial consort, rival to the empress Weil.

The family of the empress Wei suffered a further blowin the intercalary

AHS 6:36b, HFHD, 114; HS 63:1b; HS 66:12a &t segq.

4 | am using, on an experimental basis, a new set of equivalent terms for rendering
Han titles, and the corresponding terms adopted by Dubs will be given in the notes. He
renders 'ai-p'u as Grand Coachman, .

S HS 66:1b et 5eq.
& There is some doubt about the exact date. HS 19B:25b dates Kung-sun Ho's

death in prison on the day jen-shen I Hf of the fourth month, which however did not
include chat day, and Liu’s appointment as chagcellor on the day fing-ss T B in the
fifth month (13 June). HS 6:36b (HFHD, 114) dates Ho’s death in the fiest month, and
HS 66:2a gives Liu’s appointment in the spring. HS 15A:58b and SC 22::8 give
ting-ssu in the third month (14 April) for Liu’s appointment and the conferment on him

of a nobility.
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? Dubs: Superintendent of the Imperial Household
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ministers, and the incumbent controlled certain guards units. Chiang
Ch‘ung was aiso helped by Chang Kan ZE $ and Su Wen ¥ 3C.

Events now moved towards a climax. Chiang Ch'ung had foreign
shamans, probably from central Asia, dig the ground to look for manikins,
and a variety of steps were taken to prove that witchcraft had been prac-
dsed.13 As yet it seems that Chiang Ch'ung was not directing his efforts so
as to have the heir apparent involved, but so as to engender an atmosphere
of fear and distrust; and in this endeavour he was eminently successful.
Members of the population were accusing each other of witcheraft;
officials immediately had them brought up on charges of ta-mi wu-tao
X i Jue 3B, or gross immorality;14 and before the incident was over,
people had been put to death in large numbers, by the ten thousand accord-
ing to the Han-shu. The victims inciuded the famous generals Kung-sun Ao
JA B K (no relative of Kung-sun Ho) and Chao Po-nu 3§ B #, as well as
the family of Li Kuang-li, who will feature below,18

Chiang Ch*ung was now able to exploit the situation to the detriment
of the Wei family. Wu ti, old and impressionable, suspected all around him
of witcheraft and imprecation, and none dared protest that a man was
innocent. Realising where Wu ti's thoughts lay, Chiang Ch‘ung had it
reported that there had been an emanation of witcheraft inside the palace,
and he proceeded to investigate the situation there. He started by examining
those of the palace women folk whose charms had all but lost their attraction
for the emperor; by stages he reached the empress; and he then had men
dig for evidence of witchcraft in the heir apparent's palace, and human
images in wood were duly found.18

Wu ti was still away from Ch‘ang-an. Fearing that he could not clear
himself of suspicion, the heir apparent consuited Shih Te 7 f& a member of
his staff, who advised him to take immediate action. So he had the necessary
documents drawn up and sent a commission to arrest Chiang Ch*ung and
his associates. Han Yiieh, who doubted whether the commission possessed
the requisite authority to arrest him, was killed but Chang Kan managed to
escape to Kan-ch‘iian, wounded. The heir apparent then informed his
mother, the empress, of the situation, so that guards could be called out and
weapons issued from the armouries of the palace. He gave out to officials

that Chiang Ch'ung had staged a revolt, and on 1 September he had him
executed, attending the scene in person and reviling him for his conduct in
the past. He also had the shamans burnt to death in the Shang-lin Park.

13 HS 45:13b; HS 63:2a. For the actual steps taken see pp. 193f.

14 See Hulsewé, Remnants of Han Law, Leiden 1955, pp. 156f where the term is
rendered, more precisely, as great refractoriness (ta-nf) and impiety ( pu-tao).

15 HS 55:18b; HS 55:20a; HS 94A: 25b. For the possibility that K'ung An-kue
71, % @ or his family were involved, with a subsequent effect on scholastic history, see
HS 36:332 and 88:14b. .

18 HS 45:13b; HS 63:2a,
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1" HS 6:37a, HFHD, r14; HS 63:3a; HS 66:3a,

12 Dwubs: Grand Herald.

¥ HS 66:4a; for the exchange of correspondence betweaen Jen An and Ssu-na
Ch'ien and the difficulties of dating the lette , 52¢ Chava

nnes, Mémoires Historigues,
vol.L, xlij ef seq,; and Burton Watson, Sse-mig Ch'ien Grand Historian of China, New
York 1958, Pp. 104f.

WHS 6 373, HFHD, r14; HS 63:4b; HS 97A :12b,
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shang-ch‘iu Ch'eng the citation read “In his capacity of superintendent of
state visits (fa-hung-lu) he attacked the heir apparent of the Wei family and
fought valiantly without harbouring thoughts of treason.” Ma Tfung,
whose nobility was considerably lacger than that of Shang-ch‘iu Ch'eng,#
received. his award because ‘‘as a courtier in attendance at the palace he
prought out troops to attack the rebel Ju Houdfyl 4&™.33
In October-November g1 Shang-ch'iu Ch'eng was appointed to the

post of imperial counsellor, which had become vacant on the suicide of
pao Sheng-chih.3 In the following April-May he and Ma T‘ung held
commands in the expedition that was sent into central Asta under the
supreme command of Li Kuang-Ii; and in the course of the campaign they
were both more successful than Li Kuang-li himself, who, it will be recalled,
surrendered to the enemy.3® Unlike Li Kuang-li, both Shang-ch'iu Ch'eng
and Ma T ung survived the reaction that set in in favour of the Wei family
and which is marked by the execution of Liu Ch'u-li on 18 July go. But by
the time of Wu ti’s death, early in 87, both had met a violent end.

There are two accounts of the death of Shang-ch‘iu Ch'eng in the
Han-shu. According to the entry which records the history of his nobility,*
in 87 he was brought up on a charge that, as chan-shih J& &, he had been in
attendance at the ancestral shrine of Wen ti; and being drunk in the cere-
monial hall had given voice to a highly unsuitable song; being charged with
pu-ching A~ B or irreverence®? he committed suicide. This is somewhat
puzzling. The chan-shik, sometimes rendered Supplier, was an officer
attached to the household of the heir apparent, but, as we know, there was
no nominated heir at this time; and there is no reference to Shang-ch'iu
Ch'eng's appointment to the post. According to the second account, which
is perhaps a little more convincing, he was charged as imperial counsellor
with the crime of cursing the emperor, and he duly committed suicide.38 It
may be noted that he was replaced as imperial counsellor by the famous

statesman Sang Hung-yang 3 3/ 3, whose appointment was dated on
17 March 87—precisely ten days before Wu ti’s death.3?

Shang-ch'iu Ch'eng's suicide is dated4® in July-August 88, and at just
this time Ma T*ung and his brother Ma Ho-{uo {%] & staged an unsuccessful
attempt to murder the emperor, who was once more at Kan-ch'tan. Ma

31 HS ry:23b.
%2 Shang-chiu Ch'eng's nobility allowed him to collect taxation from 2120

touseholds, whereas that given to Ma T 'ung allowed him to da so for 4870 households.
33 1S 17:24a. For Ju Hou’s part in supporting the heir apparent, see HS 66 :4a.

M HS 19B: 25b.
3 HS 6:37b, HFHD, 116; HS 17:23a; HS61:142; HS g4A: 252; HS ¢6B:30a.

3 HS 17:23b.

3? See Hulsews, ibid., pp. 156¢., where pu-ching is rendered as nefas.
38 HS 19B:25b. :

3 HS 19B: 26b.

40 HS 6:38b, HFHD, 118.
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b a‘;1dn{):?,:enf.-ral thes? were termed fu-jen 2 A, but particular ones

coud b ;t ; Ten were, distinguished by a further title which conveyed
atus. Thus, by the end of the western Han period there wef: n:

“ HS 6:38b, HFHD, 11§ -
. h » [18. Accord i
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HS 63:23b. ‘448 grves 57,
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less than 14 types of consort, and the Han-shu provides a set of equivalent
symbols, i.e., titles in the civil service and titles in the hierarchic scale of
orders of rank, whereby the position of the women could be assessed.s3
Except for the title chao-i BF {# which was introduced under Yiian ti (48-33),
the other titles were all in use by Wu ti's time. Nominations of women as
gmpresses or of sons as heirs apparent formed occasions of congratulation
and rejoicing in Ch'ang-an, and were often marked by imperial bounties
and a genera! conferment of chiieh B} or orders of aristocratic rank to certain
members of the population, 44
In this situation rivalries and jealousies could be expected to flourish at
a court where supreme authority for government and the conduct of justice
was imposed by heaven in the emperor. Different balances of power could
easily develop, according to the age of the emperor, the strength of character
of his womenfolk or the political agility of their relatives. An infant emperor
could be controlled by other parties, as happened during the eastern Han
period on several notorious occasions; an emperor might wish to reward a
favourite consort by conferring high-ranking civil or military office on her
next of kin; alternatively, a statesman whose protegée had successfully won
the emperor’s heart might expect to enhance his family’s position and wealth
accordingly, and to ensure their safety under the dispensation of the next
emperor,

These situations had arisen before Wu ti's time and were to be seen
again in a somewhat notorious way at the close of the western Han period.
For Wu ti's reign, account must be taken of six principal consorts and five
sons. 46

(1) Wu ti’s first empress, whose surname was Ch'en [,%6 had become
his wife while he was still heir apparent, and she was duly nominated
empress in 141. Having failed to bear Wu ti a son, and being highly jealous
of the success of the Wei family’s consort in this respect, she did her best
to remedy her deficiency by various artifices. In 130 one of her daughters
was charged with practising witchcraft on her behalf and of having curses
uttered. The empress was disrnissed from her position and a total of 300
persons who were involved in the case were executed 47

(z) Wei Tzu-fu, #f -F &, who was a professional singer, was presented
to Wu ti several years after his accession, when he suill had no son. 48 She

43 HS g7A:2a. See Loewe, The Orders of Aristoeratic Rank of Han China, T oung

Pao XL.VI1II, 1-3, p. 162.

44 Loews, thid., p. 116f.
4 It is not possible to compile 2 complete list of the women who enjoyed the

favours of Wu ti {e.g., see stray references such as that to Yin Chich.yii ¥ {¥ 1} in

HS g7A:12a and SC 49:27). :
# HS g7A:10b.
47 HS 50124, . .
48 HS g7A:11a.
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(3) Li Fu-jen Z % A or the Lady Li% was brought to Wu ti's attention
g5 an entertainer and younger sister of Li Yen-nien JE 4E. The latter was an
expert musician and composer who had suffered the punishment of castra-
tion after some involvement with the laws. Serving as a eunuch in the palace
he pleased the emperor with the musical compositions that he made for
religious ceremonies. In due course his sister bore Wu ti a son, named Po §§;
Li Yen-nien was given an official post and achieved a position of affection
and personal influence over Wu ti. However, after being concerned with
disturbances of the eunuchs he lost this advantage, and after the death of his
sister both he and his younger brother were put to death. In the meantime
Li Fu-jen's son had been created king of Ch‘ang-i & & in 100. The precise
date of her death is not given, but we are told that Wu ti was heart-broken.
He had her portrait on display at Kan-ch'tian, and the Han-shu carries the
famous story of a magician’s attempt to have her ghost appear before him.
The Han-shu also includess® the text of a fu which Wu ti is said to have
composed to express the intensity of his grief.

Reference has been made above to an attempt made by Liu Ch'u-li and
Li Kuang-li to have Liu Po, king of Ch'ang-i, nominated as heir appareat,
some time between May and July go. Liu Po himself died soon afterwards,
either in 88 or 86,58 and was succeeded by his son Ho; it will be shown later
that Ho, a descendant of the Lady Li, was actually put on the throne as
emperor for 27 days in 74.

In the meantime one member at least of Lady Li's family had received
material advantage from the hold that her affections had gained on the
emperor. Her brother Li Kuang-li was given a nobility in 1or, after success-
ful service in the field. In 104 he had been nominated to lead the most am-
bitious expedition yet launched under Wu ti, which was to attack Ta-ylian
- # (Ferghana); in the event he was successful, but not before he had had
to retire to Tun-huang to collect reinforcements. In connection with this
incident the author of the Han-shu permits himself 2 comment of a biased
or at least a subjective nature.57 Li’s appointment to command the expedi-
tion is described as being due to Wu ti’s wish to bestow noble rank on the
family of his favourite concubine Li; and it is noticeable that similar
remarks, with an implication that military skill was a matter of secondary
importance, are not recorded in connexion with the appointments of Wei
Ch‘ing or Huo Ch'ii-ping. Wu ti’s anger at Li Kuang-li's failure to reach his

54 HS 14:21a; HS 93:4a; H3 97A:12b,

35 HS g7A:14a.
% HS 6:38b, HFHD, 118, records his death for the first month of hou-ylian th o,

first year, i.¢. January to February 88. However, HS ‘14:21a and HS 63:17b write
that he died 11 vears after his accession in 97, i.e. in 86, and they specify 86 as the year of
Liu Ho’s accession. From (4) below, it would seem that HS g7A.:16b irnplies that Liu

Po died in 88,
57 HS 61:9b,
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two sons, called Tan B and Hsi ’F, who were created kings of Yen 38 and
Kuang-ling ﬁ ¥ respectively in 117, According to a statement which
appears twice in the Han-shu,® they had been behaving in a somewhat
abandoned way by the time when the succession problem arose in g1-go,
The Han-shu does not provide supporting evidence for this judgment
of Tan’s character, but tells a long tale of Tan’s misplaced and abortive
hopes for the succession; of his hints that he should be considered as a
candidate; and, finally, of two plots in which he tried to attain this objective.
On the death of Hung, king of Ch'i, in 110, Tan had taken steps to indicate
to Wu ti that he should become his successor, but Wu ti had rejected the
gverture. The incident is a little puzzling, as by now Prince Chii had been
nominated as heir for a dozen years. Nothing is recorded of Tan's actions or
reactions during the scandals of gr-go, but in 87 he was evidently dis-
satisfied with the circumstances of Wu ti's death and Chao ti's accessicn.
His enquiries proved fruitless, but he submitted a memorial to the throne,
praising Wu ti’s achievements and suggesting the establishment of shrines
in his honour in the prefectures of the empire. In this way he was doubtless
insinuating that he possessed superior feelings of duty towards the late
emperor as compared with those of Chao ti; and it is noteworthy that on a
later occasion he went so far as to allege that Chao ti was no son of Wu ti.83
By this time Huo Kuang was in sole charge of the government. He rejected
the memorial but offered Tan a gift of thirty million cash and a large no-
bility. Furious at the insult, Tan re-iterated that he possessed the true
qualifications to be emperor, and now proceeded to scheme for Chao ti's
replacement. This was the first of two plots in which Tan was involved, and
on this occasion he succeeded in evading responsibility and fastening this on
Liu Tse §| 5.9 He claimed that he had received special authority from
Wu ti to take military precautions against any eventuality; and he im-
mediately tock such steps as summoning dissident elements, collecting
revenue, manufacturing arms and armour from metals,% reviewing in-
fantry, and cavalry and raising his own military banners. Such steps were
tantamount to a declaration of rebellion, and fifteen officials who dared to
remonstrate with Tan were put to death. However, news of the plot leaked
out and Liu Tse was executed, in September 86.8¢ In Tan’s second plot,
which was staged in 8o, he was forced to suicide.87 (see p. 186 below),

92 HS 68:1b and HS g7A 116b.

& HS 63:10a,
84 HS 63:98. Liu Tse was the great-grandson of one of Kao tsu’s sons who had

been created king of Ch'i ® in zo1. This line died out in 126 and the kingdom of Ch'i
was re-created for W ti's son Hung in 117; HS 14:6a and HS 14:20a.

85 At this time the iron industry was under the control of a monopoly of state;
hence independent manufacture of such goods was not authorized.

5 HS =:3a, HFHD, 155.

97 HS 7:6b, HFHD, 164; HS 63:144.
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R iled to qualify as a candidate to syc.
ceed Wu ti;89 and although he was the sole Surviving son of Wy ti at the

time of Chao ti's death in 74, again he could not be considered.70 We shal]
meet Hsti again in connexion with the utterance of curses against the emperqgy

111 Summary of dynastic events 9186
An attempt may now be made to summarize the fore

going somewhat
tangled web of incident, treason and plot. Between Fe

bruary and Septembey

events which included tht;
exploitation of public fear of witcheraft, and blood

between forces supporting the emperor and those collected by the hej,
apparent. During this process two members of the Li family rose to promj-
nence, but the attempt in May go to have their own nominee declared heir
apparent was foiled. By July go a reaction had set in and the most powerfy]
member of the Li family group was executed. In 88 ap unstccessfy]
attempt was made on Wi ti’s [ife by officers who had stood by him in the
fighting of 91 and who could not countenance the restoration of some
honour, albeit posthumously, to the Wej family. In March 87, when Wy ¢
lay near to death, an infant who was of neither the Wei nor the Li famjly was
declared heir apparent and succeeded two days later as Chao ti, with Huo
Kuang acting as the head of 2 regency. In 86 Tan, king of Yen, entered into
the first of two plots to take the place of Chao ti,
Partly as a result of these Events, government was now conducted not
by the recognized devolution of authority from the emperor and the chan-
cellor, but directly by a triumvirate led by Huo Kuang. The critical years

rivalries in the palace, the affiliations of leading officials, and the rise and fall
of statesmen may be associated with such changes of policy, that affected
both foreign and domestic matters. Subsequent events that are linked with

these questions and which will be examined in due course include the

%8 HS 63:14b,
6 HS 63:13a.
" HS 68:4b.
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Wei. Before proceeding to such

descendant of the empress to suc
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cgl‘ﬁna during the last decade of Wu ti’s reign.
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'Im:}:ir;ah:lf century. The revolt of the kings of Huai-nan. and Hengl-
d1'11“-111nign 122 and its supression marked in effect the final stage in a st?gg:
s e el gt e s B T o,
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Further evidence of the increasing force of povernment during Wu ti’s
reign may be seen in connexion with economic matters. State monopolies
for salt and iron were introduced ¢.11g; within the next five years attempts
were made to regulate the transport of staple goods and to standardize
prices; and from 112 the state eventually established a firm control over the
minting of coins to the government's specification. As a direct measure to
encourage greater agricultural production, the government was sponsoring
the promotion of Chao Kuo's #f i new technique for sowing crops; and
we know that this technique, which was capable of altering China's agri-
culture radically, was being practised in the state’s colonies of the north-
west by go-8o B.C.”8 Even more revealing of the new attitude towards the
positive conduct of government was the appointment ¢.120 of two rich men,
whose fortunes derived from salt and iron workings, to senior offices which
collected state revenue, This was at the time when Sang Hung-yang, son of
a rich merchant of Lo-yang, was first earning a reputation for shrewd
business sense in government finances.??

Above all, the positive policies adopted under Wu ti are shown very
significantly in connexion with foreign relations. Up to 141, Han China had
in general been forced to accept terms from its neighbours; c.139 Chang
Ch'ien 38 F& was first sent on a mission of exploration into central Asia.
From now Han took the initiative, and the numercus campaigns fought
against the Hsiung-nu culminated in the Han victories of 119. These were
followed by the penetration of Chinese officials and soldiers in the south,
south-east and south-west and into the Korean peninsula (112-1o8);
and diplomatic ventures in the north-west were followed by military
expeditions (from 104} which were intended to complete the expulsion of the
Hsiung-nu or to provide a line of communication with central Asia. These
steps resulted in the foundation of some 24 prefectures during Wu ti’s reign;
state-sponsored caravans plied the routes into Asia; static defence lines were
extended as far as Tun-huang and manned by conscripts; and there were
hopes of using river communications from the south-west to the sea coast.

In these ventures it is to be observed that Han statesmen were capable of
taking strategic considerations into mind and of trying to avoid dissipation
of their resources. Unfortunately the tactical implementation of these plans
did not always avoid such errors, with the result that from g9 onwards Han
resources had been spent, and we hear of Han reverses on the field and of
large-scale military losses,

Sustained efforts of this sort cost the Han treasury large sums. If we
may believe sample figures that are given for certain campaigns, but which

*8 For these changes and topics see Swann, 57, 61, 377f.; for Chao Kuo’s change,
see Loewe, Records of Han Administration, I, 70, and Everyday Life in Early Imperial

China, fig.75 and pp.168f. .
79 1S 248:12a and 14a; Swann, 271, 285,
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may well be somewhat rhetorical, expenses amounted to 200,000 unitg of
gold in the campaigns of 124~3, to 500,000 for those of 119, and 40,004 in
101.80 Similar sums must have been needed for the expeditions led by L;

Kuang-li, Kung-sun Ao and Lj Ling 2 B in g9, and by other officers in 97.
In commenting on the extension of Han influence in the

decree expressing anguish and sorrow,”

The text of the decree is duly carried in the Han-shu,82 and a[though it

fs not dated precisely, it was Probably proclaimed sometime after 18 July
90.8 In addition to rejecting the latest Proposals for expansion in the north-

refers to the contemporary failure to keep the static defence lines in a state of
efficiency, the poor discipline of the officers serving there and the bad morale

respect of two men who have been encountered already; both Chiang
Ch‘ung and Pao Sheng-chih had served as special commissioners appointed
to the task,8

From these considerations it seems that by the end of Wy ti’s reign the
force of the Chinese expansionist effort had been spent, and that at a time

80 HS 24B:8a and 12b, Swann, 251 and 274; HS 6r:14a and 8C 123:42, These
figures are difficult to interpret in a full economic context, ir: the absence of further
information. The accepted value of gold was 12,000 copper cash to one unit (i.e. chin
F© 244 grams),

81 HS ¢6B:38b.

92 HS 96B:17a er seq.

8 The preamble to Sang Hung-yang’s memoria which preceded the decree
refers to Li Kuang-li's surrender (HS 96B:15b), and the decree itseif mentions hig
defest (ibid., r9a, b). Dubs (HFHD, 116, note 37.5} dates the defeat after Liy Chfu-li’s
execution on 1§ J' uly go.

84 HS 45:12b; HS 66:7b; HS 71:18. Pao Sheng-chi’s work in this respect was
started in 99 (HS 6:34a, HFHD, 106).
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utle Fu-min % B ‘enrichment of the people’ for the nobdity that was
conferred on T'ien Ch'ien-ch'iu on 27 July 8¢.85
There is not sufficient information in the Han-thy to assess how far
changes of policy can be assaciated dircctly with the rige and fali of particylar
imperial favourites or by the turn of fortune that affected 30 many high-
ranking officials during these critical years., But the Tau-chih-t'ung.chien
jncludes a suggestive paragraph in this connexion. 8 Tfhe Passage draws a
contrast between Wu 'y rigorous implementation of the laws and the
demency exhibited by the heir apparent. The difference wag conspicuous
gt times when Wu 4 was away from Ch'ang-an, and affairs of state were left
10 the direction of the empress and the heir apparent. As a result, the heir
apparent is s2id to have acquired a popular following, while those statesmen
who relied on the application of the laws were far from pleased. They did
their best to calumniate the heir, while those officials who were of 2 more
liberal frame of mind attached themselves to his cause; butin the event there
were few to praise and many to criticize the heir apparent. The death of
Wei Ch'ing in 106 denied to some interested parties their means of access
to high places, and there followed considerable competition to cultivate the
heir's friendship,

V. The Triumvirate and the Rise of Huo Kuang

The rise of Huo Kuang to a position of virtyal dictatorship in Han
Chinz forms a remarkable episode in Chinese political history. His achieve.-
went followed a long preparatory period in which his behaviour had been
beyond reproach; and in his long climb to eminence he made use of some
mtitutional changes and doubtless relied on his relationship with the
mpress Weg, his aune.

It has been observeds? that during Wu ti's reign the position of the
deng-hsiang or chancellor had been gradually outmoded and that the
“Mperor conducted government by means of his private secretariat, the

“th 3 B or so-called masters of writing. However far this process

Actually been taken, it seems clear that even by the end of Wy ti's
"tign the posts of chancellor and imperial counselior stil} counted for much,
Indeed, their significance may be measured, somewhat cynically, by the

"8er attendant on tenure of the Posts, and the series of holders may be
"3pitulated as follows:

;’chﬂor' Imperial counsellor

Ing-sun, Ho 103 -February 9z;  Pao Sheng.chih 94 ~October
executed 1; suicide

""-..______ ® ’

:HSIS:III;HSza::n,Smnn, i8¢ |
Y p;"::ctuated editian, Peking, 1956, p. 727, I have heen unable ta trace the sourca

Re.
" Dube, in HEHD, 1o,
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i i 1 5 -ch'i Octobergz-
hiu-i Aprilgr —Julygo;  Shang-ch'iu Cheng er
Lo iy o e:;in:uted _ B7; suicide
- Jul Sang Hung-yang March §7-80;
Unfifled July go - July 89 g Hong o

T'ien Chien~  July 89— February
ch'ie 77; died nstursily

sncellor was thus left vacant just at the tir‘na‘ when the reaction
?;E:;:‘;ﬁe late heir apparent was setiing in, al':l:.l it Ls'bo be nn'h:d. t.h::
for part of the twelve months in question Shang-fh tu Cheng the. inaperi p
counstlilor was away from Ch'ang4n on a campuign. We are not ml’or{m .
which autharity wes responsible for government (!urmg that cruclsl period;
it may be guessed, but not proved, that effectively it was Huo .Kuang.

Wu ti%s final ilineas and death proved to be the occasion when Hue
Kuang was able to establish himself in 2 p?sition of dmmce.”. _Wh.an he
tactfully raised the question of the succession w_the throne, Wu t indicated
the necd for a regency and made three appointments. Hoo Kuang w:
nominuted ta-ssu-ma fo-chicngechin, supIeme wu!mander md general;
Chin Mi-ti 4 8 § general of cavalry and superintendent of tnmpog
(chii-chi chiang-chan XL 3§ 3% XK, t'ai-p'v); Shaog-kuan .Ch.mh _I;H‘é'
general of the left (i J cilong-chién); and at the same time Sang Hung-
yang became imperial counscllor.® As Smg’s_ appointment tock effect
fram 17 March 87, iv is likely thar the other nominations were dated on that
oy ‘These officers were given a valedictory decree which ordeeed them to
assigt the young cmperer, and accordiog ta the Han-skx all decisions w::
sctuglly taken by Huo Kuang.® Huo, Chin and Shang-kusn were iro
awerded nobilities far the services they had rendersd in suppmnnghm
revolt of the Me brothers in 88, and the citatious l'c:r ﬂ'me. awards date t
at jen-yin S ¥ in the first mmg;d’; He:' Y?t b:::g x;; t}:e second year

ik . This correspo with 22 Fe .
“ Skg.l?;::; :Eainormmted as W ti’s heir appsrent on 27 March 87 and
Wu ti died two days latee, At the time the validity of Wa i s-Iast decree,v:l:
questioned by the eon of Wang Mang #,whowusupm.nhen;mtot
guards (evei-sceé FE B)¥ and thus one of the nine chief ministers. e dnmed.'
to have been present during Wu ti’s last days and accesed the triumricate

o 1S 58:.2b. Amndlﬁmu!rmnynfd\:pmof_t}n Hmfi?‘?rh:c_h n:omga-:
Huo Kuang, togeiber with mags, tabls and yoms Go,“:u, in 1930
Ardid Jengehell, undar the title Hoo Knavg ock Hans Tid | bocg).

M HE 15Bath, .

: % ;:ﬁg: i:;; HS 18:010, 13b, There iz some doubt regarding the time
for Chin Mi-ts eccacblement {HS 17:26q, notes, and HS 68 o),

2 Dubat Commandant of the Falsce Guerd.
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of taking achitrary steps to ennoble themselves, The shegation was rejected
-and Wang Mang had his son poisoned, ®

In the meantime T*ien Ch'ien-ch'iuz had been appointed as Chancellor.

‘He is described in the Hax-shu™ s “a man of no particular abilities or

talents and with no record of proven schievements; one single utterance
drew attention to him and brought him senior statesman's office xnd a no-
bility." The single utterance was presumably the memotial that Tien
submitted in favour of the heir apparent.# Although the lesder of the
Haiung-nu was spparently unable to eomprehend why the Han empire had
been entrusted to the care of such 3 man, there are ohvious reasons why the
sppointment suited Huo Kuang very well. Huo made a point of defering
to T'ien's opinion and consulring him at the meetings held at court, and
Tien would reply by handling over reaponsibility to Huo. By this piece of
play scting Huo's actions weve duly validated, in oo far a3 they had been
agreed by the highest ranking dignitary In the service of the emperor.

Chin Mi-ti came from a leading family of the Haiung-nu % His father
had been the Hsiung-nu king of Haiu-t'n £k B and had been put to death
by one of the other kings. Following the Flan victories of 121, Chin Mi,
who was then aged 14, had bren taken into seevice in the palace where he
canght the eye of Wu . He served in various capacities, leading finaliy to
that of kuamg-fu tafi 3¢ W e R or counsellor of the palace,” His be.
haviour was impeccable, and he was greatly loved and rewarded by Wu i, to
the jealousy of the court, who resented that an alien should receive gpecial
frvoura, It iy 3sid that he suspected that Ma Ho-Tuo and Ma Tung were
plotting to murder the emperor, and that iz was only by his personal inter-
vention that Wy ti's life wag saved. This incident, ooupled with his refusal
%o accept privileges, endeared him oven further to Wu 4 and increzsed the
latter’s respect for his integrity. Chin Mi-ti died after asaisting in the re-
geacy for ane yeas voly, on 29 September 36.

Very little js known abaut the antecedents of Shang-kuan Chieh, who
ix to be distinguished from & man of the same name who served in Li
Kuang-1i's campaign in central Asia of 104-101 end was apponted super-
intendent of the Lesser reatury {shao-fu & B} in 102.9 The statcsman
of this name came from the west; he served a2 one of the gentlemen of the
court (lang BB}, 20d sftcr an incident in which he won W t's confidence he
was appointed syperictendent of traasport, probably in 8899 Mis sqn

"HSﬁG:n.Thﬁ:xtuftheHaw-ﬂbm.'bvxdmmutmprwu:pl:in, the
mmhmppmdhm:mnmdmmmnfmm:eem
M HS 66igh,

S toB:age; HS 611 1am, 130 Dubs reudeos Shao-fi 2y Privy Treasurer,
® 118 7:40, HFHD, 155; HS 19B:abb; HI oA 172,
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. n 4% was married to one of Huo Kuang’s dg tere.
g::zg;::::cn:siof if Huo Kuang was on leave from his duti;?;hmg?:n
Chich acted as his substitute, taking ali the necmg:ry decitions, 7 %
Shang-kuan An’s daughter, ‘then ng({l 6, wa:;h nomm;:dof“ Chao
empress, despite Huo Kuang's opposition on the groun the‘ Pt
youth.100 The quarrel between the two statesmen came to 2 head {g 80, 1
will blc srﬁxr:i:;e the triumvirate had been strengthened BY 2 further
matri::mniai tie, as another daughter of Huo K}Jang had been married b
Chin-mi-ti.10 Clearly the enthronement of Fu-ling in 37.had worked e
well to the advantage of Huo Kuang. Descended from nutizer the V{ﬂ zor
the Li family the infant could be accepted asa n.cutrai party in the principa}
rivalries of the palace; and those who had previousiy suppone:iththe Wei or
the Li family could offer their loyaity to the young emperor wi o;;lm of
face and without apprehension. As yet 'Fu-hng was not :n:}:lum ed’ by

ine relatives who were highty placed in the official h.xerar_c y and might
h“m'g l-‘:H Kuang’s position; and not for the last time in Han history
3}1““02'%1:: men sgee advantage in establishing an infant emperor ‘.rhm
1::1 T; : could manipulate. The Han-shu remarks 102 that Wu & hesitated
o 33' deciding to nominate Fu-ling as his heir, 3 he was well aware of
e that miiht beset the dynasty with an infant emperor and a young
:;::;BCT"EC statement, which was presum:ly w;itten El}; :r:x:n;:c; .‘:fd :}:;
iy i the first century A.D., may ave been c
P:“ ulr::?:lﬂ :ftl:r similar- occurrences. However, in the passage ;prni?it:z
?S':ih-chi chapter 4g by Ch'u Shao-sun £+ _fJ? ? (fless B N({ij: C;;;s hined
that Wu ti encompassed the death of Fu-ling s mothe;-;‘ Shm-sun, belore
inating him as the heir apparent. Acco’rd{ng to Ch'u i . i
nou;lar':cd Ehis as being due to the need to climinate the obvious danger,
:Ji‘tzd the case of the Empress LU & as a warning.

VI Dynastic Incidents 82-74 .
Chao ti's reign was punctuated by 2 number of incidents ;rhsch :B
volved the issues that had come to the fore prew.ousl)r.‘}n Ssj,cno; zE q:.
after the first plot of Tan, king of Yen, 2 man catled Chang Yen- e iy
drove up to the palace gates with his tc:ma?e ho:s::nl’)::nl;r: e perd
d in yellow.1% This was the colour jmpert
&erillrﬁ?nd lEh);ng claimed to be the heir apparent ctf the Wetdi:ir: :’o
.E.'» o officials, including those who had known the heir, were orde
enior )
14 HS 7:35, HFHD, 157; HS 97A:18:;

191 HS 68 :z0a.
1ot 145 g7A116b.

. h-chi Watson,
11 5C 4gsaf. For Ch'n Sheo-sun's additions to the Shik-chi, see Burton Wa

id., 226 pote 9.
i 1::1-15 v:40, HFHD, 158; HS 71124,

_ fastening on the desirability of the manopolies of state; an
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we if they could recognize him; large crowds gathered in Ch'ang-an to
chserve the spectacle, and as a precautionary measure the general of the
dght posted troops at the palace. Neither the chancellor nor hjs junior
colleagues dared to express an opinion, untii Chiian Pu-j * X B, superin-
rendent of one of the three metropolitan districes, ordered the arrest of the
man, 3sserting roundly that he was a criminal impostor.

There are scveral interesting features in the Han-rhy's account of this
inadent, which occurred at a time when no heir had been nominated. Not
only did it create a stir in Ch'ang-an; but apparently, even nine years after
the former heir apparent's death, there were officials who were cither ready
to be persuaded of the claim or unwilling to come out in the open against
the Wei famity. Huo Kuang is not reported to have played any part and his
evasion of the issue may be an example of that circumspect behaviour
whereby he had reached his exalted position. He is said to have congratula-
ted Chiian once the imposture had been exposed, and to have offered him
one of his daughters in marriage,

The next notable incident was the famous debate held at court in 81,

The disputants were given general terms of reference, “to discuss the suf-

ferings of the common people™ ;105 mgre specifically, they started by

d in the course of
their discussions they touched on the aims, duties and methods of govern-

ment; general policies of state; the means of administration; the state of
sentemporary society; and the value of past precedent.

In the early years of Huo Kuang's regency there is discernible some
measure of retrenchment, or even a disengagement from responsibilities,
The Hsiung-nu incursion of 87 was not followed by the despatch of a large-
scdle punitive expedition;18 in 82 the prefectures that had been established
n Hainan Island were withdrawn, and the four that had been founded in
+Korea were re-organized as two. There are also signs of the attention prid

o the welfare of the population. Prior to the command for 2 debate on
Popuiar suffering in 83, 2 commission of enquiry had been sent out to the
Provinces to collect data on this matter in 86;197 and in the next year relief
Teasures had been taken to help those who were in material want. These
¥ere all steps that could be associated with the traditional virtues of Con-
ian government. However, it should be borne in mind that the men re-
*Ponsible for administration under Chao ti, i.e. Huo Kuang and Sang
Ng-yang, were the same officials who had sponsorcd realist measures of
$evernment under Wu ti; and it is clear from the account that we have of
: debate of 81 that the government spokesmen, who included Sang
"§-Yang, supported realist princi les, while the critics of contempora
— p | princtp '_ porary
- gg?fsu.HFHD, 160.
g ?:Ib. HFHD, 152,
7:38, HFHD, 133.
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overnment were those who had been nurtured i, the s R
fnd harked back to the golden days of Yao and Shup, bolagtic ity

The Yen-t'ich lun B8 8% 8, or Discourses on Sait
compiled a decade or two after the debatc togk place,
the question of retrenchment as against tlTaI: of' eXpansion; of laitser.foioy
a9 against an attempt to control .md exploit China's productive -
Should the trading connections with central' A_su?. be promoted or ’“-‘P*!ndedi;
The critics of the government ask whether it is Just and expedient 1 tax the
population in order to expand Han territories; and the realist membery of
the government counter by asking whether Han can afforg to relax the
defensive measures needed to keep the Hsiung-nu at bay. The aceouns of
the debate is loaded on the side of the moralist critics of the day, who are
always shown to be winning on points over their opponents; and the spokey.
men for the government are on several occasions reduced to abject silence.
But a significant contrast is to be noted in this respect between the force of
argument as represented in the extant account of the debate and the measurey
zctually taken afterwards. The practical issue involved was the continuance
or abolition of the manopolies of state. Of these, the control of the iron and
salt industries was the more important and controversial, and that of the
production of alcoholic spirits, which had only been introduced in 98, was
of lesser significance. However, despite the arguments that were rcport.e.'diy
put forward, the only monopoly to be abolished in 81 was that of spirits.
This was the compromise suggested by the chancellor and the impenial
counsellor, T'ien Ch'ien-ch'iu and Sang Hung-yang.108 _ _

It may be noted that the Yen-t'ich Jun alludes occasionally to the
political events of Wu ti's reign that have been described abovc: Thc.n‘ame
Chiang Ch‘ung appears in two passages,!% when the conservative critic .ol'
the government is protesting against the sharp pract:ca, gatenaim
attitude and rigorous administration practised by Wu s advisers; and
Chiang Ch'ung was one of the named culprits. Elsewhere in the debate, the
critic singles out Kung-sun Ho and Liu Ch'u-li as men who were respon-
sible for the deterioration of moral standards in the government of Wu ti's

jon, 110

rmg'nin the dramatic incident of 80 Huo Kuang emerged wi‘th unimpalfcd

authority and with no rival to challenge his pcu;itio.n.“.1 ‘Mutw.cs of varying

natures lay behind the participation of the different individuals in the plot to

remove Chao ti and Huo Kuang in that year. Shang-kuan Chieh an({ :::-

son Shang-kuan An, who had been appointed general of cavalry (chii-chi
t te7; HS y:50, HFHD, 161; YTL, 276, which adds that

the :::n}:uiusfiﬁ,ml:iiﬂha.udwwiﬂﬁn?ﬁfe passes were also abolished; HS 24B:20b,

Swann, 330,

i m' 90, 194

LEYTL, 233,
B HS :6b, HFHD, 164; HS 63: 1ob; HS 68:3a.

ﬂﬂdf?aﬂ,w‘.-

The disputm: dis, 3
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chiang-chin) in 83,12 were probably inspired b
time of Wu ti, Shang-kuan Chieh had actually held office that was senior
to that of Huo Kuang, and he now resented the reversal of their relative
situations. Likewise, Shang-kuan An's arrogant behaviour after the nomina-
tion of his daughter as empress (33) may have excited Huo Kuang's anger.
The princess O-i §B &, who was Chao ti's eldec siater, had tried with the
help of Shang-kuan Chieh and Shang-kuan An to have her lover Ting
Wai-jen T 4 A promoted, but Hug Kuang had sternly refused the sugges-
tion. Tan king of Yen believed that he had 2 ptior claim to the throne, as he
had already demonstrated in 87-6. There s however no immediate or fully
satisfactory explanation for Sang Hung-yang's involvement, He was not
related to the imperial house or to any of the consorts, as were all the others
who were cancerned. There is hothing in the Han-sha to indicate that he
w13 competing for dictator’s powers, other thap z suggestion that he wished
office to be conferred on his relatives, on the strength of his own successful
management of the state monopolies.l Nor iy there any record of his
wpport being deliberately sought or bought by the others; and from what
we know of Sang Hung-yang it would seem that he was 3 man of a suffi-
dently independent mind and strong character to avoid involvement in
affairs of this nature without due reason, Tt is Just possible that his implica-
tien was due to disgruntlement at the public enquiry of the previous year
into policies which he, more than any other statesman, had sponsored and
atthe compromise which he had been forced to accept (see p, 184 above).
The conspirators waited for a day when Huo Kuang was away from

ourt. They then had a document submitted to the throne in which he was
wecused of strengthening his own su

 office and of using his author;
9pportunity to write to the empe
the measures taken at the gutse
other than the Liu house from i
that trusted ministers were ruin

y political jealousy. In the

pport by means of various appointments
ty arbitrarily. Tan king of Yen took the
ror, citing past precedent and referring to
t of the Han dynasty to prevent families
nterfering in matters of state.14 He wrote

ing the dynasty in an atmosphere that was
Sonditioned by calumny and lawlessness. Chao ti was now 14 years old and

ingrily rejected the charges, promising legal processes for anyone who dared
Tenew the accusstions. His authority was sufficient to stop Shang-kuan
Q?:eh and Shang-kuan An from taking direct action, but the other con-
PHfators continued in their course. Tan king of Yen started to recruit the
tlp of the Strong men of the provinces. Despite advice to the contrary and
¥arnings of 2 host of portentalls he was confident that he could caery the

% by virtue of his right, 2s Wy ti's son,.to rule 28’ emperor. But his hopes
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¢ discovery of his plans, just at the time when
e Bt:a:::e:c?nygt;:)ilcd at Cl?:.ang-an. Here the princess O-f hag > |
attehmP Huo Kuang murdered at 2 banquet; but prior i"-f“l'm-iﬁon! lndld
to :":1 the chancellor, and in the event Shang-kuan Chieh, Shmg‘hllnan
E‘; Sesng Hung-yang were executed. The princess O-i and king
m‘“‘:{ suli{l.i:;lg was able to retain his unique position for a further period
of thirtl:ln years, which saw Ch:fo ti.‘s attainment of majority in 77uf m d
the problems of imperial succession in 74. As an act of clemef;cy, Hsitan
reated Tan’s heir king of Kuang-yang B E in 73 and the line of succes.
c.reate i ithout interruption until the time of Wang Mang,117
o 30““1:1“3"-' ‘::c events that followed the death of Chao ti are no leay
Tkh;p;};ri:; those of the previous years and may serve to show th;.; the
remarkan’ between the consorts of Wu ti were not yet dead.U8 Briefiy,
OI.d rlvalees cht:cndant of the Li famity, succeeded Chae ti;. but. after 2
Ll'u Hof x :re 27 days he was deposed and replaced by Liu Piag-i g"
i:cgg:lyam?mbcr of the Wei family to survive the scandals of g1—ga. Liu
{an ti -five years,
Fne feigT!‘;_ l; ilr: ua]l:x:cf;:t:::;?agﬁ:ofyzo, and it was repres?nted at court
C.han u— ; the fmly surviving son of Wu ti had a good claim to sl]:ccgcd
e HsuH ii was a man of some seniority, having beerf creatcd. king of
Romdling 51“ as 117. According to the Han-shu his behaviour had
Kumg-lm'g g {)::ig ﬁ the idea of his accession disquieted Huo Kuang. it
e ungxnnsaife sl;rmiscd that Huo Kuang’s uncase arose from thlc thou‘ill:t
:;“LE;I:E 321 elderty man enthroned as cmplc{ror Eho l:;c::llgct::d a::‘lj cI l:c;l ::i n;
i i er his motives Huo Kua ‘
ithm?d:ais::ll::: n;n??:::nt a commission of oﬁli_;:ials to su;::i:: :;:i:{;,!
; i i. Ho was as
kinngf Ch‘uc‘ﬁ-lcalﬁ:nggtzd:;c:: :: ::sd{oLattend to the late emperot’s
speed to rea
Obmllﬁml:lo set off from Ch'ang-i11? immegiately, witl; in:i;cu:::jx:t; :?'d
. wha died under the strain. -
Ay ﬂj:"ught :;5::’:3 ‘03; ?;;:: the Han-shu, whose ac:tfount emzlz
_3"31'—3“4 credalf subsequent developments—Liu Ho spent the journ myake
B cf-"l‘“:lre cz and with 2 show of ostentation; and he rcftfsed to i
ey g::tztions of grief that the occasion demmdel:d unnl.llllcbreczmm‘ie
:}‘:Y ‘;i:;h: E:otthc palace. Further reference to his behaviour will be
.

shordy.

lt'unih‘".f;‘
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ne 4s 7:8z, HFHD, 169. o

1T HS 14:300. . :18a; HS 68 :4b. .. . t,

ﬁ: ;lsszlire.'-ﬁfilz‘o;‘?ﬂ'?nsg? a!ec 'I:.oewe. Records of Hant Administration, I, 14
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We do not hear for certain of Liu Ho's presence in Ch'ang-an uptil
18 July, i.e. about 4z days after the receipt of the summons,

On that day he formally acceded to the throne, taking custody of the
impcria[ seals and seal-ribbons; and the title of empress dowager was con-
ferred on Chao ti's widow, grand-daughter of Huo Kuang, and of the tender
age of 15. The long interval between Ho’s departure at break-neck speed from
Ch'ang-t and his accession may lend some support to the ailegation that he
spent the journey in 2 prolonged bout of material indulgence; tlternatively,
he may have reached the capital city earlier and have spent the interval in
performing the ceremonies and vigils prior to accession. At the time Liu Ho
was aged 18 or 19.120 Chago ti's funeral was completed on 24 July.121

According to the Ham-shul® the immoral behaviour of the new
emperor outraged and grieved Huo Kuang, who consulted T'ien Yen-nien
B JE 4E. T'ien was ta-ssu-nung ¢ §j B or superintendent of agriculturelz
nd 2 man with whom Huo enjoyed friendly relations. He advised that a
conference should be called to discuss the situation; and when Hug Kuang
duly reported his fears for the safety of the realm, all the attendant officials
msintained an embarrassed silence. The situarion was saved by T'ien
Yen-nien in a powerful speech urging immediate action and threatening
riolence; and a report was presented to the empress dowager, giving
grounds for the fear that Liu Ho was not fit to receive charge of the empire.
By 2 dexterous manoeuvre, Liu Ho was brought into the presence of the
tmpress dewager without any of his personal attendants, many of whom
were arrested and sent down for judicial processes. The occasion—14
August, 27 days after his accession—was marked by formality and dignity;
imed guards were drawn up and the senior officials of state took their
Places according to precedence,

Liu Ho was now obliged to listen to the text of 2 memorial which had
composed in the names of 36 senior members of the government,
“ncluding civil officials and generals. The document began by stressing that
the ton of heaven’s powers and authority rest on qualities and judgment,
“d deplored the evident lack of these assets in the person of Chao ti's
Wecessor, Liu Ho had had no proper feelings of grief and had failed to
*<ept the conventional propricties. Even before Chao ti's funeral he had
"“"““d the imperial seals; he had introduced his own retainers from
ing-i, making merry with them in the imperial palace. There had been
Btic ang eatertainments, both while Chao ti's coffin was still lying in state
T the interment; and the dowager empresa’s carriage had been used

' the tourse of the imperial amusements, Liy Ho had had sexual relations
1y 5% Duba, in HFHD, 181; HS 63 :20b,

1z 15 7:108, HFHD, 174,

. HS ey N

NS 19

B:301, Dubs renders Ta-sru-nung 1s Grand Minister of Agriculture,
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with women who had been members of Chao vi's entours
threatened execution for anyene who dared to divyl
addition he had made free with the precious metals, 5
of the palace stores 30 as to find presents for his fellow revellers; bo had
drunk to a state of stupefaction in the company of his attendants ang
and abused his position so as to send out messengers on personal
altogether on 1127 occasions in the 27 days since his accession,

taking heed of remonstrances, he had initiated judicial processes
few men who had dared to voice their criticism. In this way the Principles
of imperial rule had been forfeited and the dynasty and empire lay en.
dangered, The memorial ended with a request to report this state of
affairs at the shrine of Kao tsu, founder of the dynasty,

With the predictable approval of this memorial by the eropreas
dowager, granddaughter of Huo Kuang, the latter was free to have Liy Ho
deposed and his seals returned to the keeping of the palace, Surpl’ising[y
Liu Ho was not exiled to the west as had been suggested, but allowed 1o
return to Ch'ang-i; and his personal property was shared between his fouc
daughters. However, his kingdom was brought to an end and the ares was
henceforth administered as the prefecture of Shan-yang () B under the
direct control of the central government. 200 of his associates who had
encouraged him in his ways or shared in his indulgcncc&? were put to death at
Huo Kuang's orders. There is an ¢laborate account in the Han-thil2t 1o
show that by 64, i.c. after Huo Kuang's death and a num.ber of changes,
Haiian ti allowed himself to be persuaded that he had nothing to fear from
Liu Ho, and 2 nobility was conferred on him in that year.f”

Huo Kuang now put forward his suggestion f01: filling the vacancy left
by Chao ti's death, and he proposed that Liu Ping-i should l?c sclf,ctled fr:ur
the honour. Ping-i was aged 18; he was grandson of the V.Vct famlly:'; h‘eu'
apparent who had committed suicide in 91; and_ once again 2 cmsmnllss:g;
set out to acquaint a nominee for the throne of his destiny and to invite
presence at Ch'ang-an. Ping-i's accession was dated from 10 Septem-

m *
v 7$ntil his death in 68, Huo Kuang was in an unassaifable position. x
he doubtless expected, his offer to return the.cares of government to th
emperor was declined, 127 and he was treated with the g.l.'uteit genernfnty‘l::
the bestowal of honours on those who had ph.mned %-Isu:n ti’s accession. .
The nobility granted to him in 85 had entitled lnm'to the exr:}lume:oo
collected from 2350 households,?% and this was now increased by 17,

1M HS 63:18a,

% HS 158130,

18 HS 8:3b, HFHD, 20s.

1#7 HS 8:4a, HFHD, z07.

] .

:" gg ?:::E: ;‘rl(;-zo:gs gives the figure of 3000 instead of 2350.

S and
ge such pnuina:h}:

lla'ﬂ:g.
Tistions
SD fll.' fmm
Against the

words, jades ang illy
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1o 3 total of nearly 20,000, In addition he received handsome gifts of gold,
cash, silks, slaves, horses and a residence. By comparison it may be noted that
the next highest reward given at this time was 2 nobility of 10,000 house-
holds; and at the outset of the dynasty the two founding statesmen Ts‘ao
Ts'an W 2 and Hsiao Ho ¥ {i] had received nobilities of 10,600 and 8coa
households respectively. 139 Commenting on the period of Chao ti's reign,
the author of the Han-shu3! praised Huo Kuang's regency. He compared it
with that of the Duke of Chou, and drew attention to Huo's policy of re-
trenchment, to his attempt to repair the ravages caused by the extravagance
of the previous reign, and to his abolition of sorae of the monopolies of state,

The two acts of accession and the single act of deposal that took place
in 74 iHustrate how the form and proprieties of Han institutions were
observed scrupulously while changes of a very serious nature were being
contrived. The documents drawn up in preparation for the events take cate
to cite precedent; and in the case of the enthronement of the emperors, the
documents stress that qualitics are of greater importance than seniority.
The nomination of Chao ti's widow as empress dowager!¥ created the
necessary authority in whose name decrees could be issued and actions taken,
even to the point of making and unmaking an emperor, The niceties of the
imperial cult were preserved by having Liu Ho’s misdeeds announced at
Rao tsu’s shrine, 2nd Liu Ping-i’s accession was marked by his formal visit
of reapect there.1 The bill of indictment against Liv Ho included charges
of infringing several points of duly prescribed behaviour; and one of the
complaints of his activities prior to accession concerned his refusal to cornply
with the stipulations for mourning.1% When the decision had been taken to
invite Ping-i to accede as emperor, he was first created noble of Yang-wu
B ;1% and according t0 Yen Shih-ku B & (5B1-645) this step was
ken 50 23 to avoid creating a commoner son of heaven, Finally, formalism

- @3y be seen in the activities of officials. In the memorial indicting Liu Ho,

 sras the chancellor’s name which appeared at the head of the list 128 pot
that of Huo Kuang; although the decision to depose Liu Ho was taken by
0 men only (i.e. Huo Kuang and T'ien Yen-nien), the request to do so

W HS 16:4b and 112,

UL HS 9:10b, HFHD, 175,

HS 8:32, HFHD, 104. For the assumption of the power of decree by an
“Mpress or empress downger, see Lien-sheng Yang, Female Rulerr in Imperial Ching
g:;,:"l Journal of Asistic Studies 23 (t960-61) pp. 47-61; reprinted in Bishop,

of Governmental Inttitutions in Chinsze History, Harvard 1968, end in Lien-
™ Yang, Errursions in Stnology, Harvard 1969),
mo
Similar visits to the ances

by, o tra! shrines were paid by empé‘mn on theit accession
";{;H;: :I.Chooti, Yoan ti, Ch'eng ti, Ai ti and P'ing ti.
3:18b. )
mys 68:10h,
M e e,

in HSI:S 68:6b. This sccount is probably more authentic than the summary
L]

HFHD, 204, which simply mentions Hua Kuang's nume,
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needed the full backing of all senior officials ; and obvioualy . :

of 23 many names as possible in the act would tend to pre{:]th ein .
later stage, should further dynastic difficulties oceur, Luuudc TCPrisuly gy,
missions appointed to summon Liu Ho and Liu pig _.J’. the twy _
honour in the empire, each included the tsung-cheng £ IEgol to th:-_ Bighess
of the imperial family.13% This post was the only one ofr:;Per.m“ﬂdm
offices of state which was regularly filled by a member of u: fune senioy
The incumbent was responsibie for keeping the records of the If-lu 'hﬂlllc.
maintaining the correct order of precedence among its me mber: amily ang

VII. Witcheraft and Cursing the Emperoy
Commenting on the incident of 91, the Ham-shul® grares ffy

calamity of wu-ku Z% & started with Chu An-shih % Xt e, the t:n;tt 'the
who had accused Kung-sun Ching-sheng of these and 'sim.ilzr p“:rul
(see p. 161 above); that it reached completion under Chiang Ch'ung: u:
that it then involved princesses, the empress and the heir apparent f];:n all
met their deaths as a result, The statement is sufficient as far as it gloea b

it has been shown above that the case was intricately connected with dl;lu:f
tic rivalries and institutional developments that persisted until 74 at leas
It remains now to examine the nature of wu-Au and the associated PHCtine;
that are mentioned, ie. cursing the emperor and the burial of hamagp
images; and account should be taken of other events that are deliberately
linked to these incidents in the historics, such as the search for persons in.
volved or evidence. Above all it is necessary to glance briefly at the prevailing
religious beliefs of the time, at jeast in so far 2s these affected the palace.

Tung Chung-shu's formulation of Han Confucianism had been

evolved in the decades preceding the scandals of g1—go. As far as may be
known the intelfectual climate of Ch'ang-an at that time was coloured by the
belief in Heaven’s intervention in buman affairs and its manifestation of
warnings; and there was also a strong faith in the properties of Yin-yang
and the five elements and their powers over human destiny. As the ap-
pointed arbiter of mankind and governor of temporalities, the emperor was
accustomed to take part in a variety of ceremonies, which shed some light
on the importance paid to various spiritual powers on behalf of the
dynasty. Fairly regularly he worshipped at the shrines of the five chik B at
Yung 3. In 110 he had worshipped to the Yellow Emperor, and in the
same year he bad performed the feng 3 ceremony to heaven at Mount Thai.
Other cults in which Wu ti participated included those devoted to the

13 The trung-cheng (Dubs: Superintendent of the Imperisl House) also took part
in the demotion of the empress Weiin i (HS g7A:118).

1M HS 66:2a. -

13 Yung was a county situsted ip the ares thet was under the jurisdiction of the
Yu-fu-feng £ ¥ M (HS 28A1:342).
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sovereign of the earth, to the spirits of the hills and rivers, and to the souls
of the legendary emperor Shun and the ancestral founder of the dynasty.
Little expense had been spared in these ventures, which included the
construction of the Spirits’ Hall (Ming-t'ang B %) in 109. In addition Wu
ti had made several journeys and spent considerable effort in searching for the
immortal beings of P'eng-lai & 3% and in several famous incidents he had
shown his susceptibility to the influence of shamans or mediums such as
Shao Weng 4> £ and Luan Ta 8% K. It is against this background that we
can consider the belief and practice of su-ku during the Han period.

The term ku & can be traced from the oracle bones until modern times,
and has acquired a large number of meanings or connotations. The Yin bone
character clearly represents insects or vermin within a pot or cauldron Y .140
In literature it is taken by commentators to carry a variety of particular
meanings, including insects living in grain or into which grain is trans-
formed ;141 maggots breeding in a pot; objects that can be injurious to man;
poisonous vermin contained within the human stomach; to bewilder or
cast spells; emanations of evil; and the spirits of sentenced criminals whose
heads had been exposed on stakes. In general the term is used to imply
magical processes and has been translated as “Black Magic™ 142

The history of the belief and practice of ku has been traced by Feng
and Shryock, who summarize the contemporary (i.e., 1935) situation as
foliows:143 “At present, ku is used primarily as a means of acquiring
wealth; secondarily as a means of revenge. The method is to place poisonous
snakes and insects together in a vessel until there is but one survivor, which
is called the ku. The poison secured from this 4# is administered to the
victim, who becomes sick and dies. The ideas associated with ku vary, but
the ku is generally regarded as a spirit, which secures the wealth of the
victim for the sorcerer.”

- This conclusion is based on an examination of a series of passages
extending from the Tso chuan to the nineteenth century. From the tenth
century A.D. onwards there is clear evidence of the use of ku to kill people
directly, or to bring pressure to bear upon them; e.g., a man may have
received a “‘dose” of ku and be told that unless he returns by a certain time
it will kill him; whereas, if he does comply, a safe antidote can be admini-
stered. There are accounts of various techniques of applying &« and dif-
ferent ways in which the victims are affected. When the poison has been
introduced into a person it may manifest itself as a living insect or reptile

140 Gee Karlgren Grammata Sevica Recensa, 52b.

141 Tp, this connexion see Lun-heng 40, Huang Hui 7% M edition pp. 714, 716.

142 Dby, HFHD, 114 etc. uses the term “witchcraft and black magic” to render
wu-ku. H. Y. Feng and J. K. Shryock use the term “Black Magic", in The Black
Magic in China hnown as Ku (Journal of the American Oriental Society, volume 55,
1935, PP. 1-3¢). See also de Groot, The Religious System of China, vol. v, 826 f.

143 Feng and Shryock, 1. ‘
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that is highly active within his en
else the insect is expelled from th
traces as a physical deformity,144
These practices are evidenced fa
they are for the Han period, and although they ma

trails. Sometimes there are fatal resulg.

purposes no distinction is made in trang
en rendered above as witcheraft,

of ky presumably lay at an interme
tween a descriptive statement in the Tso chuan (i.e., fourt
and incidents recounted in the Sou-shen chi 38 ¥ 30 (fourth century A.D)
and the Sou-shen kou chy Wiy (falsely attributed to T a0 Chien By ¥,
365-427, but certainly before the Suj period). The Passage in the

two terms, which have be

The Han concepts diate stage be.

h century B.C)
Ts0 chuan

i (y alla et)
“Il 0’y 2 rien A faire pour cette maladie. C'est |o

fie sont pas causées par les mauvais esprits ni par
par la passion). . . .

“Tchao Meng demanda ‘Qu’appelez vous kéy hallucination? Ie
médecin repondit: ‘On appelle kdu ce qui produit excés, I'affection
deréglée, Uerreur, le trouble, La lettre kou est composée des deuy
lettres ming récipient et fch'6ung ver ou reptile. I'insecte ailé qui nait
dans le grain longtemps emmagasiné s’appelle kdu. Dans le [ king de

Tcheou koung, [a femme qui séduit ’homme, le vent qui renverse une

colline sont apeliés Adu. Toutes ces choses se ressemblent.’ »

Two points may be noted which concern the meaning attributed to the
term in the period between this Passage and the evidence for the fourth
century A.D. In 2 comment to the Chou-li, Cheng Hsiian 0% ( 127-200)

takes ku as meaning poisonoys objects which harm human beings;146 and
the Shuo-wen 3 3 defines by as “Insects within the stomach””,

44 Bee cases cited by Feng and Shryock.

us g Couvreur, Teh'ouen Ts'iou et Tso Tehouan, Ia chronique de 12 principauté de
Ldu, volume 111, 35 £. For a different version of this passage, see J. R. Ware, Alchemy,
Medicine, Retigion in the China of A.D, 3z (Massachusetts Institute of Technology,
1966) p. 5.

e Chou-fi, to, SPTK 78; see nots to i B,

€ victim's body and kifled, possibly lea‘f’ing'

Iating the

I
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i ief in the manufacture and
i ages illustrate the belief in t :
o ff?kﬂoswoﬁi f\::)stf three centuries after the t;;;‘xe of Cheng Hsiian.
N lations are those given in Feng and Shryock. b
TR T he province of Yung-yang, there was a family by tl . °
(a) Int :rl;] generations they manufactured Au, becoming ;xcl; ‘:iorn (; n
Liao. For s‘;\;he family married, but they kept the secret from t e 1; e.e "
Lase” One'(o)n everyone went out except the bride, wht.) was le}’ft nc :111'3 o
A E‘;uddenly she noticed a large cauldron in Fl}e cuse, and on
the lfﬂllsf— ceived a big snake inside. She poured b(fulmg wate; o the
e gel:'lled the snake. When the rest of the family returne hs € o
cauldfm;l atn shel had done, to their great alarm. Not long after, the enti
them wha ’
i . e. - L}
farl¥ dl';'d Of;’?letl:rrsg: poor and devout monk. There was 2 f;m;l.y ;r}r:)l-:;
i '(b) fa‘?en who manufactured ku. Those who ate their food, 1ed o
o oh a. Tan Yu once visited this family, and tl.ae host pr.epzzlre  food
haem_ﬂn' ';En. Yu recited zn incantation, and saw a pair of cen;np(::l e:nd ot
fﬂr hl:ﬁ;:ldenly crawl away from the dish. He then ate the food,
ong v
i t being harmed. .
mmid)ho'l"rf;en‘:f{‘l:: of tﬁe Hsiang district, went to Chu.HCh 1ds vr:r:ii\:;
; k wi ing home he became ill, an
‘en’ drink wine. On returning . ‘ :
Fote Eous:ezokur:vorms. Seeing that he was ab?ut to die, hle d1r;::ii ;1;
m't;recth::: that after death she should cut open his abdomeéi 151'; :rr Ler o get
“_’;e f theg disease. Later Chang cut open his body, an
rid o .
i » letely destroyed. . L BC.
wsce::[?h c:\?gence);or the Han period may now be conmder;d. Ienmlf 2haVing
e f one of the Han kings was brought up on a chargs O anse
3'001'150“ i ‘::lecessor by means of k4,148 but no details are furmshe f the
e helll.epi::ll employed. For the whole of the scandal of g; t 31;0.:1 aly o
rdllztr:?p:iong of )t(he practices said to have ocr;:illrred, .buts s:anl::; 1::5 i
N f the action
i indi , from the account o : "
mf?rmd’afmdlhrf: :;pointment as commissioner to brmg the cases‘of :u:av:;
o ;1 ngt ':f 149 The passage is by no means clear, andhmterpret)at:snt > have
il from & (1rd to 4th century
i ime of Chang Yen 3 ‘
:‘?’rled E:;:ntgﬁ‘itnmf 4 # (1842-1918) or de Groot, who renders it as
ang. -
follows 23 d dug up by his Hunnish wu, to
iang Ch*ung had the ground dug up
k l;lmzlﬁzgimages;gthose men seized breeders of kux and BZCT‘:?;i
s::riﬁ::’.m' they saw the spectres; they defiled the groun
: . i Ts'ung-shu
7 d Shryock, 7-8, cite these passages fro_m {?) Sou-s:xsetx(r.:;z g' :ﬂ g_;hu;:g% -
Fit. ;; Fer:)g;g ; (b) Sou-s}mx hou chi 2, Ts'ung-shu chi-ch'eng, p. 25,
chi-ch'eng, p. 86,

: Po-na ed.). B
. Icl,‘ii’(SC 118:45; HS 44:16b. .
9 ;13b. ] ‘
;:" ?i?egelgfm System of China, (18¢2) vol. v, 830,
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sacrifictal spirits) so as to make suspicious places. The
arrested people, examining them, beiaboy
and roasted them to extort confessions, . _ .
The passage would seem to mean that Chiang Ch'un
charges of practising ku or uttering prayers by night.
taken the precaution of having manikins buried where
now had those sites smeared or defiled with other matt
that they were traces of spirits. He then had foreign shamans?st €xamine the
defilation left by such spirits, so that it would be generally realised that thege
were sites where &u had been buried ; and he then proceeded to have the siteg

¥ continuously
ted them with hot iron tongs
»

g arrested men on
He had Previougly
they lived, and he
er, in the pretence

dug up. Whenever people were arrested, proof was sought and a tria] ingy;. -

tuted; and admissions of guilt were forced by the application of hot irong,
The exploitation of 2 belief in wu-ku for dynastie Purposes in g1 i only
too self-evident from our sources. There were also other instances in which
tou-ku was used as g pretext for political action. Ip 130 it had been the
instrument for deposing an empress.'2 We next hear of a parallel case in the
Eastern Han period; in A.D, 102 a charge of harbouring wu~-ky was brought
against the empress Yin, and imprecation was again involved, 158 The earlier
case of Kung-sun Ao may also show how wu-kx could be exploited in the
name of justice.1% He had been condemned to death by execution because
of the very great losses of the campaigns of g7 and 96, but by simulating
death he had managed to escape and to retire to live incognito in the country,
Some five or six years later, i.e, at the height of the scandal, his presence wag

exterminated.

Some slight information is available regarding the attention paid to
wi-ku in Han institutions. The office of ssu-lf ksigo-wei 7] & BF Bt was first
established in Han institutions in 89;133 its responsibilities included the
arrest of those practising wu-ku as well as the investigation of cases of

181 Tau-chih t'ung-chien, 728, reads 3 W P #1. The latter two characters, which are
taken as a proper name, are not traced in SC or HS,

152 See p. 169 above. In the records of extraordinary phenomena and their inter-
pretation as acts of Heaven’s warnings of dynastic misdeeds, HS 27A:13a, b deliberately
Links two explosions which were reported to have occurred {n the state-controlled iron
mines in 91 and 27 respectively. The first is associated with the dynastic events of oI—
90, and the second with the somewhat comparable incident of 18—-17, when Ch'eng-ti's
empress Hsii # was deposed and her position filled by the imperial favourite Chao
Fei-yen 8 B &, It is to be noted that HS 27A (loc. ¢it.) specifies that the empress
Hsii was deposed after a charge of wu-ku., However, this detail is not included in HS
1o:10a (HFHD, 368) or HS 97B:6b, and there is no record of the empress’s punishment
for such z crime. The inclusion of ewu-ky in HS 27 could well have been made in order
to accentuate the comparison between the two phenomena and thejr interpretation.

138 HHS roA:14a, 16a; HHS 16 (biog. 6): 6b,

4 HS 55:18b.

155 HS 19A:22a. Dubs tenders the title as Colonel of retainers,
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From a comment to the Chou-Ii by Cheng Hsiian that has already
e d158 we learn that according to the Han Statutes “Thaose who dare
been _Clte le with A or teach others to do it will be publicly executed™;
RO PCEP were punished for the crime in 130 finally had their heads
and oo “(; . hibited publicly.13? In this connexion, attention may be
e :z fanation of the term ku that appears in the Shuo-wen, i.c.,
drawn’tf) 0“;’ Ilfvictecl criminals whose heads had been exposed on stakes.
the ngts Of ct(;w: assages in the Han-shu definitely associate wu-ku with
i ::z:ndz: and tl‘Fl)e great searches that were carried out at imperial orders
P time. In 130 a charge of both wu-ku and cursing was used as a
o tlﬂ;ed':’ o;in 'Wu ti's first empress.157 There is nothing to show that th_e
mea?ss:archpof 150153 was necessarily concerned with thesF m.atte.rs, and it
e been restricted to a search for criminals; but the institution of the
o e he f g9 follows immediately on a ban that was imposed on sham-
B o were 'Er}xgthe habit of making sacrifices on the roads, and it seems
iy Whl? ::f:;earch was not unconnected. 159 In 86 Han Hsing it &, son of
hketl};{tax: Yiieh who had been put to death by the heir apparent in 91:) was
E:'?)ught up on a charge and exec1‘1ted. According to oneI:ItaPemZztzﬁnet};;
charge was one of wu-ku; accorc!mg to another passagfi: : :; “;1 s one of
imprecation; and the discrepancy in the accounts may reflect the
assoctation of the two types of practice toget}_xer. b einous crime that
Cursing the emperor, chu-tsu s.hang W E _E, wasa ein is crime that
was described in official Han termm?logy usual.ly as ta’-’m wu-ta ing once
as ta-ni. This was “‘great refractoriness anc.i impiety _c}»: s:mpn.);h'.fl >
refractoriness’’, and those accuselcl. (;Jf lt:;eTt.;'lrr;; :;;i::, ,_::; ep;lf ;nforma}:
execution or forced to commit suicide. €  source of intorma
tion for cases of this crime is to be found in the tables o : thé
i ccasions when a charge of chu-tsu shang I?r.ought about
:nhcic:f ;eﬁ?grlfl; placed official’s career or the line of a nob;lhty. UII; ;i :3;'?::1;;
" able that of the total number of 21 cases recorded here for the tw centares o
Western Han, at least 16 and probably 18 were dated between go and 85,

156 See p. 192 above, Feng and Shryock p. 6, Chou-li as cited in note 146; see
Hulsewé, ibid._, 33.
. 187 HS 6;va, HFHD, 41; HS g7A: 11a.
158 HE 6:33a, HFHD, 103—4.
158 15 6:34a, HFHD, 105.
180 See n. 162 above; HS 33:6b.
i:; !S-Icse; ;gli?sst;.‘;ré ibid., p. 156f., and p. 168 for the use of :l}:: term to mean ‘‘swear-
i ' , when entering into agreements.
e bz‘;}'}?hr;ﬁ):rzft;h;:r:az::rgated between 6 and 1 B.C. [n two cases that are rectg:ltli:ed
in HS 17:16b and HS 17:18b, the text dates the crime at tw‘;o yeasrs gger :‘l'::rm::e?sl ven:
Sbility, i = 1 ith r11 and 108. Wever,
bility, i.e. % — 8, correspondmgﬂ wi _ A 10¢ _ Liavery
ﬁietll;'ethr:: t;li:}e;hould be interpreted as fiou-yiign erh nien ™ G — 3¢, i.c. 37 B.C,, as ha

i 4 U ther cases (HS 17:8b
been suggested by Wang Hsien-ch‘ien and Su Yu B§ M for TWO ot her cases (HS 17:8b
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One of these cases involved the wife of Liu Ch*u-li the chancellor, a
has been deseribed above (see p. 165), and in this particular instance We age
told that the curses were uttered by means of a shaman_ 164 A further interegy.
ing case of cursing the emperor is recorded16s for Hsit, one of Wu ti's Sony
(see p. 174 above), who had been created king of Kuang-ling in 117. Cop.
scious of Chao ti’s youth at the time of his accession, he had his own apy,
bitiens to succeed ag emperor, and invoked the services of a loca] fema[e
shaman, of 2 type that was well-known in the south, She claimed that she
had successfully brought about the appearance of Wu ti’s spirit; those who
had attended the scene were convinced by her claim, and Wu ] wag alleged
to have insisted on Hsii's succession to the imperial throne, Chao ti’s death
after the performance of certain ceremonies added verisimilitude to the
§ statement. Pleased at her success, Hsili employed her again to utger
curses when Ho king of Chang-i was summoned to be emperor; and hjg

killed and prayers of thanksgiving were offered.

Finally, attention may be drawn to further hints of the belief in the
powers of invoeation at the end of Wu ti's reign, and the susccptihi!ity of the
imperial mind to witcheraft, F ollowing Li Kuang-1i’s defeat of 90, an edict
was proclaimed pronouncing the need for retrenchment (see p. 148 above),
The text includes the following passage 167

“Enemy patrols taken by the noble of Chung-ho B 4 inform Us
that when the Hsiung-nu hear of the approach of Han forces they have
their sorcerers bury sheep or cattle by the roads that they are taking
and by the water, in order to bring a curse upon Qur armies; and when
the Shan-yii sends a present of horses or fur-garments to the Son of

Heaven, he regularly has his sorcerers lay a spell upon them. . . .»

Continued from Proviaus page—

and HS 17:18a). In view of the discrepancy regarding the crime of Wej K'ang (see note
8 above) I have not included this case in the figures, despite the implication in HS 63ub
that he was brought up on a charge of cursing and executed. See notes to HS 18:8a,
The figures given here do not include the cases of Kung-sun Ho, Kung-sun Ching-
sheng and the two princesses (HS 63:1b).

Y HS 66:4b. Li Shou 2% ¥ was an official who arranged to have the shaman
killed, presumably to prevent leakage of the intentiong harboured by Liu Ch'u-1i and
Li Kuang-ii. Li Shou was executed for the crime ; HS 17:24b; see Hulsews, ib7d, 181.

185 HS 61:15a,

186 HS 63:15b; see notes in Han-shu pu-chu,

187 HS 96B:1ga.





