THE T‘ANG MARKET SYSTEM
by DENIS TWITCHETT
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Since we can have no very precise picture of the functioning of the
cconomy at the local level, any discussion of T'ang marketing is bound to
be unsatisfactory, since we cannot fit the marketing system into its full
social and economic context, None the less, within limits, this is not to say
that we cannot do anything with the problem. We are quite well-informed
shout the official “central markets” of the county towns and of superior
(dministrative centres, which handled inter-regional commerce, and over
which the government attempted to exercise strict control. It is possible
Jlso to hazard some guesses about the local rural markets which lay outside
this official system.

The system of officially controlled markets 1s a very important feature
of China’s economic history. Its origins go back to quite early times, and
the system, with variations of nomenclature and of practice, persisted at
[east from the Early Han until the late T‘ang period.® Its breakdown, in
the late eighth and ninth centuries, is an integral part of the transformation of
city institutions and the marked increase in trade and urban prosperity
which characterize the period. Whether trade boomed because of the
gradual removal of strict governmental control of the major markets, or
whether the official market organization collapsed in the face of rapidly
expanding and diversifying commercial activity, or whether both the in-
crease of trade and the collapse of the market system were the results of other
causes — in particular of increased rural productivity and the general de-

centralization of power and wealth from the capital to the provinces - are
crucial questions to the economic historian, which cannot be answered with
any authority at the present state of our knowledge.

The breakdown of this system is significant also in the history of
Chinese fiscal institutions and economic theory. The abandonment by the
government of their attempts to preserve a rigid and direct control over
prices and markets coincides with the relaxation, in the late eighth and ninth
centuries of the extreme physiocratic theories which had led all administra-
tions to adopt a generally repressive and hostile attitude towards trade and
industry.” During the late T‘ang and early Sung periods, for instance,

8 On the official market system as described in the Chou i, which may probably
be taken to represent an idealized picture of the Han system, see the study Shina
kodai no skij6 & A E M © 7 B by Matsumoto Ko 42 A it privately printed by
the Food Rationing Bureau (Shokuryd kanrikyoku) in Tokyo, rgsz. See also Li
Chien-nung % € #. Hsien Ch'in liang Han ching-chi shih kao e Wi L B ¥ 1 1§
(Peking, 1957), pp. 205-13.

? Even as conventional a political writer a5 Lu Chih gives abundant evidence that the
orthodex view no longer was relevant te contemporary conditions, see Twitchett,
“Lu Chih {734-805) Imperial Adviser and Court Official”, in Wright and Twitchett
{ed.) Confucian Personalities (1962), p. 112 ff. Han YQ, writing a few years later, also
seems in his memorizl on the salt trade (see Twitchett, Financial Administration under
the T ang Dynasty, 1962, pp. 165~72) to have 2 very favourable view of the merchant’s

services to the community.
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improved techniques which enabled farmers to raise three cereal crops in
wo years from the same land, remained comparatively low.14 Surpluses
gver the needs of subsistence remained small, and a large part of the suplus
was probably taken off by the government through taxation in kind.
Although this view is probably exaggerated, there can be no doubt of the
fact that enormous quantities of grain and textiles — the chief items in bulk
qxade — did pass into the hands of the government. A very large proportion
of the inter-regional trade in these commodities was thus in fact conducted
by the governmient through the collection of taxes, and the subsequent sale
0:— disbursement of tax goods at the capital or regional centres.?® This
enabled the government also to maintain some measure of control over
prices. From the late T'ang onwards, but more particularly under the
Sung, an ever-increasing proportion of taxation was collected in cash, and
the proportion of surplus agricultural production which passed directly
into government hands as tax was reduced. At the same period agricultural
techniques underwent a rapid improvement, and productivity rose sharply.
A far greater agricultural surplus than before was thus available to ordinary
commerce, and large-scale trading by private merchants dealing in grain
and textiles became an important feature of Sung commerce.

The T*ang marketing system and its collapse, then cannot be treated
as isolated institutional phenomena. They were intimately bound up with
the whole complex development of commercial activity and of government
policy towards trade, which is one of the most prominent features of China’s
economic history. from about 750 until A.D. 1200. The system of closed
official markets was one of the most important means by which the early
T*ang administrations attempted to keep a close watch over the conduct of
trade throughout their empire. Its decay and abandonment coincided with
the realization that the maintenance of such strict control was no longer

possible, and that it was no longer even considered desirable.

I, The System of Official Markets
During the T‘ang the government established markets in all cities
which were the seat of a Prefectural {chou) or County (hsien) administration,
with the exception only of certain Counties of the inferior categories.’® The
establishment of markets (shik TH) in centres which were not of County

14 Gee Nishijima Sadac P My & Chigohu keizaishi Renkyil ¥ B R BRWE
(1966), pp. 185-278, for an account of developments in agricultural technique during
this period.

15 For somne idea of the very large scale of this enterprise see Tu Yu’s account of
the state finances in the T'ien-pso period, translated in Twitchett, Financial Admeni-
stration, p. 153 ff. The effect of this on trade is stressed by Baldzs, Chinese Civilization
and Bureaucracy {1g64), p. 6o.

1% The main study on official markets under the T'ang is Kato Shigeshi's classic
article *"T5-$6 jidai no ichi” & ¢ Bf /% © M first published in 1933 in the Fukuda
Festschrift, and reprinted in Shina Keizaishi kdshé, Vol. 1 (1952), pp. 347-75:
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century, but do not seem to have remained in existence for very long.2®
gach of these markets was controlled by a Market Director (Sheh-lting T )
nd two Assistants (Chieng 7%) all of whom were ranking officials. A
measure of the importance attached to these offices is given by the fact that
the Market Director was equivalent in rank to the Magistrate of a County
of the highest category. Besides his Assistants, the Director had a subordi-
aate staff consisting of a managing clerk (lu-shih % BF), three store-
geepers (fu RE), seven scribes (skif ) two intendants (tien-shin B ) and
one book-keeper (chang-ku E [E). These were all non-ranking employees.2?
The markets of Ch'ang-an, about which we are best informed,28 were
of considerable size, each occupying the area of two of the rectangular
walled wards (fang %) into which the interior of the city was divided.
Recent excavations have shown that the Western market was 1,031 metres
from north to south and 927 metres from east to west, while the Eastern
\larket was 1,000 metres from north to south and 924 metres from east to
west. These two enclosures were surrounded by walls with two gates on
each side. Two roads crossed the market from gate to gate from both east
10 west and north to south, dividing the market into nine subdivisions. The
central square block contained the Market Director’s office. The larger
shops faced the roadways, which were about 5o feet wide. The interior of
the blocks was divided up by a complex of small alleyways (ch'd il or 78 of
retail shops and stalls (ssu &). The perimeter of the market was encircled by
a very broad road, some 120 yards wide, and the outer wall of the market-
place was lined with warehouses and wholesale stores (& ER and tien J§).2

2 See TH Y, 86, pp. 1581-2, TF YK, 504, pp- 172-224.

2 See TLT, 20, p. za. HTS, 48, p. 144, lists three intendants, as does CTS, 44,
p. 162. Konoe in a note to his edition of TLT considers this may be correct. The Sung
edition of TLT does not include this chapter.

28 The best description is in the Ch'ang-an chih, 8, p. 1 1a—b (the Eastern Market}
and ibid, 10, p. 7a (the Western Market). There is also a reasonably full description of
the Southern market of Loyang in the Yiian period Ho-nan chih, 1, p. 1ob. See also
the T ang lang-ching ch'eng-fang k'av, 3, p. 21b (Ch'ang-an, Eastern market), ikid, 4,
p. 20a (Western market) and ibid, 3, 24b (Loyang, Southern market). The positions of
the markets are best shown in the maps in Hiracka Takeo T F #€ & and Imai
Kiyoshi 4 # & Choan to Rakuys B R L % W (Kyoto, 1956). These include a
rough plan of the Eastern market of Ch'ang-an (pl. 7) based on the work of Adachi
Kiroku 2 38 7 Choan shiseki no kenkyii £ 42 B B @ % (1932) p. 145, Very
recently there have been excavations in Ch'ang-an which clarify many obscure points
in the traditional descriptions. See K‘ao-ku, 1963, xi, pp. 6os-8.

29 Op such establishments see Katé Shigeshi, “T8-36 jidai no sdke ni tsuite’
i ok 0f 42 @ fr 8K ro 3R o» T first published in Shigaku, 4, ii. {1925) and reprinted in
Shina heizaishi kosho, Vol. 1 {1952), pp. 461~78. The distinction between them is
defined in the commentary {shu-i) to Code, 4, art. 6; “Regarding ¢ and tten, 2 place to
store goods is called #, a place where they are sold is called tien,”” The tien were not all
on the walls around the market. One of the stories in Tuan Ch'eng-shih’s Ex M 3
Chien-hsia chuan, 1. fl % (%, p. 6 (Ts'ung-shu chi ch'eng edit.) contains a [Mention
of “a tien of several chien in size overlooking the street in one of the small alleys

¢ i~ ) within the Eastern Market™.
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Huang-ho.3? The Southern market of Loyang also had a canal dock con-
pected with the canal (also called Ts'ao-ch®li) which ran aleng the south
pank of the Lo-shui to its junction with the Huang-ho.4® Each of the
other Metropolitan markets was also provided with a canal, but it is not
cleat whether these were used for transport or simply as a source of water-

supply-*!
The two markets in Ch'ang-an were rather sharply differentiated. The

fastern market, situated in the densely peopled eastern side of the city was
essentially the domestic market. In its neighbourhood was the singing-girls’
varter, and it is clear that the market itself included wine-shops and
prothels.®2 The Western market, on the other hand, was more lively and
cosmopolitan, the market for exotic and rare goods, 43 The eastern side of
Ch‘ang-an {Wan-nien County) was the fashionable part of the city, with the
mansions of the wealthy and powerful. %4
Over this seething mass of humanity, with its multiplicity of trades
filling an area as big as the whole of medieval London, the Market Director
was expected to exercise a wide range of powers. The market was to be
opened only during the day. During the T ang a strict curfew was enforced,
not only in the capitals, but in all walled cities. In the capital there was a
very elaborate system of drum towers which announced the time, and
special regulations governing the precise time and order in which the
various city gates were to be opened in the early morning and closed at
night.18 After the evening drum signal announcing the impending closing of
the gates, and until the morning drum signal, the gates of the city and of the
inner palace city were closed, and the gates to each of the walled wards and
market enclosures were also closed and locked % After this nobody was

3% See T'ang liang-ching ch'eng-fang k'ae, 4p. 2gb. This dock was censtructed in 741
by Han Ch'ao-tsung ¥ # 5% then Governor of Ch'ang-an. In 766 one of his successors,
Li Han % § extended the canal eastwards from the Western market as far as the
great central street which divided Ch'ang-2n in half, to facilitate the transportation into
the city of firewood and charcoal by boat.

10 See T'ang lang-ching ch'eng-fang k'ao, 5, pp. 4ob—gr1a. The dock in the
Northern market was called the Hsin-t'an 3 # and was opened up in the Ch'ang-an
period (701-5) by Tsung Chin-ch'ing 5% ¥ /i to receive tax goods from the provinces.

[t had special storage warehouses, to take grain on the lower floors and cloth on the
upper. But the dock, which was connected to the Lo-shui by a sluice-gate (lou-men
sk ) later silted up so that the tax boats could not get in. According to T ang liang-
ching ch'eng-fang K'ao, 5, p. 40a, the Southern market was traversed by another canal,
the Yiin-ch‘i ¥ IE.

41 See the maps corapiled by Hsii Sung #% £ for the T ang liang-ching ch'eng-fang
k‘ao, and reproduced in Chéan to Rakuyo (pl. 3, 26).

42 See for example TPXC, 157, p. 1130,
43 See Schefer; The Golden Peaches of Samarkand (1963), p. 20.

4 See Chang-an chih, 8, p. 11b.
4% See Niida Noboru 1= # B B Taryd shii J§ 4 1% & (1033), pp. 3604, for the

sections of the Statures on this subject,
4 See TLT, 8, pp. z8a~joa.
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allowed on the great main streets between the wards, unless they were on
public duty, or had some urgent and vital reason, Anyone travelling on the
main street, in case of émergency, had to carry an official pass issued by the
officials of the county or by the headman’s office of his ward, otherwige p,
detachments of the Chin-wu Guard (€ & ), who manned police posts
('« 58) at the main crossings, and who aiso provided the guards fo the
larger guard-houses at each of the main gates (wwr-hou p'u B 1§ ). Afte,
the ward gates had been closed at nightfall, maintenance of law and order
within the wards was the responsibility of their headmen (fang-ckeng
by iF).50 Moving around within one's ward after curfew was not prabibiteq
The gates of the markets were closed at night in just the same Way as thoge
of the wards. Bur jt seems that the Chin-wu Guard, who patrolled ingjge
the markets to keep order, maintained these patrols bath by night and day .51

The market area was thus Open 1o access only during the daylight
hours. Trading hours, in theory at least, were even more restricted. The
Statute (Ling "ﬁ-) governing all official markets ruled that markets were to be
opened at midday and closed one and three quarter hours before sundown.52
I find it very hard to believe, however, that this rule can have been applied
rigorously to the enormous metropolitan markets, catering as they did for
the needs of a population of around a million persons,

In addition to rnaintaining the curfew and trading hours, and to
exercising some control over public order, the Market Director held
responsibility for the supervision of a wide variety of commercial matters,
There was a considerable body of codified law relating to trade which had
to be enforced. One whole section of the administrative statutes, the
Statutes on Customs Stations and Markets (Kuan-shih ling B8 T ) dealt
with various commercial topics,3 and a substantial section of the Miscel.
laneous Provisions of the Code (Tsa-1i 3 £) dealt with the markets, 54 These

legal provisions, which applied to all official markets, are translated in the
Appendix.

. N
37 Code, 26, art. 18. See also THY, 86, p. 1576.

4 See TLT 25, BP- 98-132. See also HTS, 49a, PP. 3b—4a (translated des Rotours,
Traité des fonctionnaires et de Parmée, Vol. 2, PP 530-7), CTS, 44, p. 213, TT, 28,
P- 165a-h.

¥ See HTS, CTS, loc. cir. The headquarters of the guard are shown on the
endpaper maps to the index volume of Chdan to Rakuys,

9 See Niida Noboru, Tarys shili, pp, 215-16,

5L 8ce HTS, 49, p. 4a,

32 See TLT, 2o, p. 13b.

5 See Niida Noboru, Torya shu (1933}, pp. 7r3—21. Not many fragments of this
section of the Statuies survives, For comparison, see the Ydrg Statutes as embedied in
Ryd no gige 27, pp. 297-301. Unfortunately the refevant chapter of Ryd no shige, with
its very ample comrnentary, is lost. The few surviving fragments are collected jn the

Rys no shdge {tsubun £ e 4%, K- P- 7. appended to the edition in Kokushs tasker.
34 See Appendix.
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inci sponsibilities of the Market Director were the f0119w1ng.

. T\:zsm:}?:q::;;sirztion of all shops, mcrchaflts and ‘};;mg Qeﬁi;ngariz
Be. dities.’® Secondly he had to inspect a | weig d
difteren’ Cor‘:i“_‘o the market, and ensure they met the official st‘anda.lrds‘
measuresa;l;: re?ponsible for’ the quality of the money ci.rcullattl‘ng 1;1n1c:{h:‘
e W i ‘ insufficient cash in circulation,
marke {_)U““gf tctflrzeixi}gtdr:: ;aisle, some types tacitly permitt‘ed, but

e e ot tly banned .57 Thirdly he was responsible for ensuring tha;
o oo f$ t'mf: rji’or workmanship, shoddy materials, short weight or of
nubgotoisdaf;d{;zi were s0ld.58 There were officially approw;d staﬁg:;isr:d
Wt i t n for many sorts of man :
wignt ql{a:t}; jotr;{ Tznzg;ﬁieadrﬁ p;:af:thly, certain types of sale,‘ par;l-

" WEIC 'navolving slaves and livestock, had te be registered “Llot}irth e
ey f;lse l hich issued a certificate of sale (shik-ch'iian o 2. is
e e fw mality, for there were stringent laws designed to prevent
e sI;Terz:r;re:rperson; as slaves, and any infrﬁirgement would have ren-

:i}:;ed e s liabl; t{l:}ipu:?llzhzzzz ‘ difficult of all the Market

i Nex’t .:::lame wll;:tw:: zuz?osid io prevent unfair price fixing, (:(?rnerinfl

Y ‘:‘“es- mmodities, monopolizing trade in any commodity, a.nd

f?le 'markeft 'm (;:ctices 62 Hf‘: was also to establish, for every tCl:l-f:la)" perio

e m alj’-hpa list 01; current prices for every commod}ty, giving a price

i montlit:ivf:s of each item, in terms of cash. These prices were r:nade up

ff0zot2r:':gici'.ltlzr and sent to the local authorities.t3 ']ilhey th;nth;itoﬁga; Osrari;

fon s actions in the market, :

o en 0;1};;: :E:;:;E‘i:ﬁ:;;fd?ihim they officially Qurci'fas?d or requ;;

p:?;ilx:zt“};nd for the assessment of the sums involved in criminal cases.

sitl ,

, P- 128, Appendix p. 34. b, ibid b, 12b; THY, 66,
2: SSii:g;g; 2206 Part. 29; thid, art. 32; TLT, 20, p. 10a—b; ibid, p. 12
: o At icularly notes 84 and g9z, Fora
P Appﬁ_n 3 dmimstration, p. 74 ff. and particularly 4 - For 2
d ?7‘5'35 ?::ﬂ:::irﬁir::!:l}:e use by foreign merchants of Central Asian coins,
“decision

WY&:%‘ S:!g:fg‘- 321::;—4;.;: 12b, 13a; Code, 26, art. 30. For a “decision’’ (p'an} on the
EE + N ' !

lity of fabrics‘and embroidery see WY YH, 530, p. za.. and TLT, 30, puab,
e l~"?(See for example CTS, 48, p. 4a; THY, 83, p. 15§3; i
50 See Code, 26, art. 34; TLT, zo, p. 13a-b. Appendix p. |
:; gee C(;atf;. 2266’ a:1::1.: 131; I.:Kppendix p. 46. This was ap)p;;?;l};;];;c‘p;ir;a: responsi-
the chang_bi: See an “decision’ (p‘an . 28, i
bility of the chang-ku: Seg ar;“ 1n;n§1;1o:‘s e e o The J}?P;nzr;it::gx
N Sf:e Ca'de'R%Ja;E gi:ge 27,’ p. 'zl;l;. has a slightly f_l_dler vet:'sson ;; ﬁ:':oku ertany
Z’fﬂt}it; ;:)et: ;ﬂ T‘afﬂ.g original. (Appendix p. 44~5}. See Niida Nobory,
eti al. 5 -
~ i-ha, Torthiki-ho {1960}, pp. 795 7 _ ke beka i
kfﬂk};’fssfi- gab?;)::;nu S B2 f& “Hoku-kan monjo” & 1§ 3 # in Sasiki bunka kenky
e
2 (1959), pp. 36680,
85 See Code, 4, art. 6.



21
4 DENIS TWITCHETT

Chani‘h:;il wji;lzo a lengthy Schedl:lle of goods whose sale to alien mg
s and export was forbldc'!cn.ﬁﬁ Considerihg the major "
e § En merchanf.s played even in domestic trade, it hardly part
: Cly at these regulaftlons could have been strictly enforced.67 I, s
duti(;:e a:'ast;:;eoszt(;lrelgners was .obv"iously a part of the market of;;:;?:

e ;ost o of ! e J.'jtpanesc‘ p:lgr}m En}mn's companions discovereq s
‘ ey .fll'St arrived in Chipa. %8 Foreigners, and o
matter Chinese travelling outside their own county of res;dence Ohr e
jc;:;ie;nasgi}:ixsa:inpazsnport (kuo;lso i&vﬁff) specifying the purpose ‘ofic:,;i:
ot s thegfreyuarms they might be carrying.5? Without thig the
ol not E equent customs check points or use the guest hoy !
. [:’:ost stations along the trunk roads. Among the authoritj o
Frhom Ennin’s passport was addressed, the market officials a it
o ! re spemﬁcalf},

Pmmz? pre;ent any flouting of the Market Director’s authority, an Eg;
gated early in the dynasty forbade officials of high rank fro N
;{itlu:s fei-int.ermg the markets.”! Later laws were put into effect prc?}lliltal;:m-
o e o, . el o i uy e,
kets.”2 Such abuses, wh,ich were c;Za?'Iln'erje:s e i the mar-
continued, particularly in the 1:'1'0vincz33.y A szefi;?;jrta:é:;r?oou? o Lo
}{angwhou. the great port and commercial centre ;t the moutflasoef ‘:‘;‘5
b:;ﬁtse, w;glere in the 7:70’3 many grea.t provincial officers had set ue
memizs;:csl. b?::ch‘ abuslt;s 1nhthe Metropolitan markets are never speciﬁcall?

it , since by the middle of the eighth century the

fi:;hestwere ﬁo‘utmg such city lfiws as those forbidding mazsions ?1:2:;
gates opening upon the main streets, while the provincial governors

::Scu)ee T}{IY, ?6, ;; 1581; Code, 8, art, 1a.
o the role of foreign merchants in trade see T* i ‘
) ) 3 _ . 1ants 20 Hsi-sh
g‘:: ga}} ;ng—;uanh IR E Tang-tai ching-chi shih (1936), p. 97 f;n%: ?}ﬁsﬁ;ﬁd
Mgk t:njn ';‘?c es ]:;;f Samarkamﬁ (1963) p. 10 A. and passim, S::ha-fer ) “Irani‘:;]‘
Popn Univers?;g Ofygaz];_tgr Tslilesp s t:S'em:'::'c and Qriental Studies presented :ro William
) ] alilorma Publications in Semitic Philol A
so5nm, Hotoms oy 1 s prornia Publicati 1 wemutic Philology 2L (1951)) pp.
s }pjﬁgpeking kel ng-tar Lh'ang-an yii hsi-yil wen-ming [ 1t B 2 B o
- ?:t: E:l:mm Diary, 8{39, 11, 22. (Reischauer, pp. 84-3)
the systems of passports (Ruo-sue 3B BF) and ofie] i
;:t;g)& CE%e_dT?y_ travellers, see Komai Yoshialzi 2‘&} ;H;l;lﬁ cf?}%gﬁ;lzlstgki:gsﬁ:’?
o I acjlaa gakuh§ 42 (1957), pp. 218-22. This reproduces a number of such
docum: issued to Ennin annl:l two other Tendai monks, Saichs and Enchin, in the
Er ;l:' mn‘th century. See zlsa Niida Noboru {= 3 B, 76 86 héritsu monjo ,kz L] ;
. mﬁsﬁ 5 ® %E‘f % (1937) pp. 843-36. o
" >ee Ennin Diary, 840, U, 19 (Reisch
;; See THY, 86, p. 1381. 9 (Reischauer, g. 1),
See the text from the Miscellaneous Star ;
) e e / utes (Tsa-ling ¥ %) cited b
p. 52a. See Niida Tory6 shi 5 i ation of the texe| | L0
3 2 Se: };};' 82:-3;: sI};sg;p 857, for an essentiai emendation of the text.
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sintained their own chancelleries (Chin-tsou yian i Z B%) at the capital,™
which handled huge sums in tax remittances, it is difficult to believe that
this tule was not commonly broken.

A much more difficult abuse which affected only the Metropolitan
narkets was the constant requisitioning or forced purchase by the eunuchs
of goods required for the imperial palace.? This became particularly
fagrant in the last years of Te-tsung's reign, and after a succession of
candals in 8oj3 it was ordered that only eunuchs bearing an official pass
could buy in the market, and that they were to pay full market prices.7d

To handle al! this business the Market Director of the Metropolitan
markets was plainly understaffed, and most of his relations with the
merchants were handled through the hang 4T associations which I have
mentioned above. The members of the hang were called hang-shang
£ B, hang-chia 4T 2%, or hang-hu 4T B, and each hang had a headman
called the kang-t‘ou 47 §B or hang-lao 47 & who acted as their spokesman.
since all shopkeepers in the market had to be registered with a hang, and to
display a recognized official sign the hang members had a virtual monopoly
of their teade. However, during T ang times there is little sign of 2ny very

owerful organization among the merchant comrunity. There were no
guild halls (hui-kuan, kung-tso) as in later times, and no evidence of the
associations of merchants from the same city or province which became so
influential in Ming and Ch‘ing times. Katd Shigeshi, in his classic study of
of the hang,?? made the point that so long as the rigid government control
over markets was maintained the monopolistic self-interest of the traders
was to some extent assured. It was only when this official protection was
removed that the social and cult™ associations formed by kang members

™ On the Chin-tsou yiian, see the study of Aoyama Sadao ¥ (I i “Todat
Shinsdin ko™ M ¢ 3 & Bt 3 Arst published in Katé Hakase kanreki kinen Toyosht
shiisetss (1941) and reprinted with revisions in his Taso-fidai no hotsd to chishi, chizu no
henkyil BE ST B AL 0 B0 38 & MU 25 50 B @ T 7 (1063), pp. 85-126.

% See THY, 86, p. 1582, TF YK, 504, p. 234; HTS, 52, p. 5b.

W See THY, 86, p. 1382; Shun-tsung shih-lu, 2 N& 5 K 3% (Han Ch'ang-li chi,
wat-chi, 7, p. 90. Cf. Solomon, The Veritable Record of the T ang Emperor Shun-tsung
{1955), pp. 15-17. See also the poem “Mai-t'an weng” included in Po Chii-i’s Hrin
Yiieh-fu, Po Hsiang-shan chi, 4, pp. 49—50.

77 Kato, op. cit. {note jo above).
"2 There is not a great deal of evidence on the religicus affiliations of Aang during

the T*ang period. There is of course a good deal of material about foreign merchants
forming religious communities. The Western market at Ch*ang-an was surrounded by
Manichaean and Zoroastrian temples, which also existed in many other cities {in-
cluding Tur-huang). The merchants at Canton had both Indian and Islamic religious
communities. But there can be little doubt that mative Chinese merchants’ hang
associations had religious connexions, as in later dynasties. These religious affiliations
were sometimes with Buddhist or Taoist temnples, sometimes with the shrines of local
deities, Tai-p‘ing kuang-chi, 280, p. 2235 gives the following example:

“The temple of Wu T ai-po % # 18 is to the west of the eastern gate of Su-chou.

At every spring and autumn solstice the shopkeepers of the market gather
—Continued on follounng page



216
DENIS TWITCHETT

had to be strt.engthened into 2 protective trade “guild"

too was not in T‘ang times so much the chosen heaci‘ f hi

government’s accepted representative of his colleagues | the same &

is proba.bly ot until Sung times that we should bE int

n anivthmg like the western sense.79 o

t would appear also that the fan did l
" . . > aang did not include al

tpmy::e 1(1)1ft‘1‘1:h::‘:t1rktct' plafe. When in 8og the authorities attemiiZZO?z em.

o mare o ohor strings of cash the Edict not only ordered the g, St.op

Wi Cku_s:»e;ga%‘of, but also ordered the masters of “'arehg~t oy

ohi-t'ing j & £ A) and the brokers (ya-ien 3F A) ¢ otses
1e. 1his would suggest, although the terms u e e

8 th
n the same trade I:

to speak of “gu;jye

inn i
1 at one extreme to the simple warehouse at the other
clearly differentiated by our sources

Brokers again were clea i
tly very important.81 Duyyi .
wens under @ variety of names, yasjen F A, yalang 5 B, pp g e
th-R'u o o » AH-3TL ]
were n::nfll{yé:; J’fi-ﬁ: ua:ff‘ 1€. There is plenty of evidence that bgsz:'
eClalists 1n one soit of dealin X
g. We read iali
horse brokers,2 cattle brokers,8 donkey brokers 84 salta brii;ze:;ahﬁ
' y ten

not one to match her™ L

whiclI1 accompanied this festival.
t is not known whether ; i
separate hang for Chinese:e d for Ttamic e et
Mm%'sand Ch'ing times.
See Kats, op. cit {note
. , op. cit. 30 above) p. 66 .
sf’?‘;ee(;i"[S, 48,p. 11b, THY, 89, p. 1629, HTS 54, p. 8a
e g;;szg{}dét;g?i\b;kg; _ink'l;‘arég times is Kobayashi Kojirsg 2] ok 35 oo
o - M i . . s
rnemé2 T6-85 gajin ké hosha" —Hi K&, ;‘Zga’ku ,81 1'("1932) ang. O and s sapple-
. gee TPKC, 262, p. 2054. b PP 16577
ee I-chien chih e B 3 ohs
84 Bee TPKC, 237, p. 2001: e
8 HTS, 54, p. 2b.

and for Islamic or uthcrg :l fore!gﬂ ;ﬁmmunities, there were
1€0 merchants, as was ]
’ common jn
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prokers 86 silk brokers,?7 and brokers who specialized in sales of slaves,88

n Wu-tai and early Sung times we meet many more types of broker,

qotably land brokers or estate agents, rice and grain brokers.3? There were

other brokers who specialized in trade with foreigners at the special seasonal

frontier market assemblies.% They functioned as intermediaries in various

1ypes of transaction, between wholesaler and retailer, retail-merchant and

customer, producer and shopkeeper. In Sung times there was a strict
distinction between officially recognized (kwan-ya) brokers and private
prokers (ssu-ya), and a tax was regularly levied on their dealings.1 It is not
clear whether such a distinction already existed in late T'ang times. But it is
certain that the brokers had some sort of standing with the authorities.
Alost of the brokers in specialist trades mentioned in T ang sources were
dealers in slaves or livestock, or land, and all such transactions had to be
registered and recorded with the authorities on official deeds.92 One of the
emergency measures of taxation intreduced by Chao Tsan in 783, when
Te-tsung’s court at Ch'ang-an was isolated by the rebeilions of the pro-
vincial governors, was a percentage tax on all commercial transactions.
This was to be collected through the brokers in the Metropolitan markets,
who were provided with specially sealed registers to record transactions.®3
The scheme proved a failure and was never revived, but it shows, none the
Jess that the authorities must have had close links with the brokers.

Besides their function as centres of commerce the markets in the
capital cities also served as the chief places of resort for the populace.
Besides shops and warehouses there were numerous cookshops, wine shops,
restaurants and night-houses providing the citizens with entertainment.%
There were also the establishments of such trades as the undertakers, who
provided the elaborate musical and semi-dramatic entertainments custo-
mary at grand funerals.9 As the chief place of public assembly in the city,
the market place also contained the public execution ground,% and was the
place where the heads of criminals were displayed as a public warning.

% TFYK, 494, p. 5b.

87 Pei-meng suo-ven, 4, & 3% B & pp. 29-30.

88 See TTCLC, 5, p- 33- )

32 See Kobayashi, op. cit., p. 75 fl.

%2 The most famous example being An Lu-shan, who was originally a “ya-lang” in

the market for foreign exchange at Ying-chou (see below). See An Lu-shan shih-chi
A, p. 1b (¢f. des Retours, Histotre de Ngan Lou-chan (1962), p. 11; Pulleyblank, The
Background to the Rebellion of An Lu-shan (19353), p. 106},

91 See Kobayashi, op. cir., p. 8o ff.

92 On registration of sales of livestock and slaves see Code, 26, art, 34, TLT, 20,
p. 133-b. On registration of sales of land see T'T, z, p. 16b, TFYK, 495, p. 23b,
Code, 173, art. 1 (sAu-t}.

¥ See CTS, 49, p. ob; THY, 88, pp. t614-15; TFYK, 502, pp. 26a—27a.

?4 See note 42 above,

93 See Po Hsing-chien’s Li Wa chuan ¥ i .

9 See Ch'ang-an chih, 10, p. Ja, T ang liang-ching ch'eng-fang kK'ao, 4, p. 212, The
execution ground was called the “Lone Willow"' tu-/iu 1§ .
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The Marke.t Director’s offic
The . € was not the only official body wicp. -
Eg:;l?gsb:n the‘fnarket.ﬂl.-’lere too were the offices of the Price-fe ‘i:[th'm
e (CF cpz;‘zg-p ing s}mhﬁ', ZE ), another subordinate departmen% c);mE
feasury, which like the Price-re | i e
- ‘ gulating gran ‘
Png ts'ang) of the prefectures, attempted to maintain %heg pri::z; (Cfl -

fair leve] ot i i
. times of hlgh grain pri i o
87 [ prices the overnm. i
‘ : g €Nt s0metimes sold off

ordinated to the Court of Tr P
Treasury, was the Price-e lizi ;
" - : ry qualizing offy
crun shu Zp ﬁg), which was abolished semetime in thge073f;s( 'I‘n;,g"~
. ) 15

acquired by confiscations.% As in th
. € case of the Ch'ang-p'ing 5
sales’}‘w';re\'?robably. made through the appropriate hang assic?atifns  these
€] Ietf‘opohtan markets then formed a tremendously camp.)]ex c
om-

Official Markets in the Provinces
e No‘ one has. seriously doubted the real importance of this market
ystem n the capitals. The markets of the Prefectural and County towns of

the 1
Provinces, however, are another matter, According to the administrative
_
% See TLT, 20
‘i, 20, pp. 19b-22a, C'TS, 44, .
Roto;xsr-.g me:_e des fonctionnaires ot de 1 ’armee‘,‘-}, ppp. ﬁ?LZI;rTS' s Mf_b «“ {1'33
whea lInee Ediet of 78_0 authorizing sale of 100,000 shif of rice and the sa
case of famine (CTS, 49, p- 8a; TFYK, 502 p. 26a, THY, nﬁlg 3:10;1;“ ‘;f
L ] ] r P 14

Lo ; -

reciiﬁf& Ei:jl‘;)’ in 8?99 a further issue of 180,000 shfh was sold off. Further sal

(Sce OTS 49“7.‘[{1{} g‘svhen a record total of 700,000 shih wag so’ld) 817 aﬁ;sszre

were usua]'ly madear ;pec’ia‘i‘iyl Q6 }: :-mif& . ?;F YKC.i 592, pp. 26a-28a). These massive saljs:

# 1 of Ch'ang-an. sale-yards {ch'ang ) on the “T'wo Main Strects”
8 See TLT .

closure n Hsf.ia,nf:" PP. T4a-15b; CTS, 44, p. 162; Curiously, in spite of its apparent

Ch'ang-an chik SUng’s reign it (and not the Chtan ~pling shu) is mentioned in
£-an £, 10, p. 7a, and shown in the maps of the markets nored
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jaw of the early T'ang, all Prefectures and Governments general, and all
save the very smallest Counties were expected to maintain and control
official markets, Professor Katd Shigeshi, in his classic study of markets, has
collected an abundance of evidence to prove the existence of Prefectural and
County markets in all regions of China.l% Some of the great provincial
cities which, although only Prefectures or Governments General in status,
were none the less regional capitals, had two or more official markets. Such
for example were Yang-chou,l0! the economic capital of the Yangtse delta
region, and Ch'eng-tu the regional capital of Szechuan.12 In the Yangtse
delta area, which was already by late T*ang times one of the most economic-
ally advanced areas of China, there were even one or two Counties which
maintained two market places.!03 But in general there seems to have been
one official market to each administrative city. Officially recognized
markets as we have already seen were not permitted to be held elsewhere
than in the Prefectural or County cities.

The Prefectural and County markets were normally within the city
walls. Most T'ang cities, at least these of any considerable size, were built
on the walled ward system like that employed in the capitals and the
enclosed markets too, formed an integral part of the ward system. We have
measurements of a few County markets, and these were very small in scale,
extending over less than half an acre of ground.194 Such small markets were
by no means immovable, as were those of the capital. Some measure of their
relative impermanence can be gained from the fairly frequent references to
markets being moved in accordance with femg-shur principles to bring
prolonged droughts to an end. Wen-tsung was especially addicted to this
practice, and ordered it on at least three occasions in the 805,105

Sometimes, however, the market was held regularly outside the walls,
and there were not a few county towns which were unwalled, particularly in
the south.10¢ Lastly, there were of course many small county seats which did
not have an official market.

Where such an official market was instituted, it was organized on
somewhat similar lines to the Metropolitan markets, The market had a

100 See Katd, op. cit, (see note 16 above).

101 See Yu-yang tsa-tsu, 4, p. 74,

102 TPKC, 85, p. 550; Katd, op. cit., p. 349.

103 See for example Hsien-shun Lin-ar chih, 19 (Shik), p. 20b Paoc-ch'ing Ssu-ming
chik, 14, which would strengly suggest that both Lin-an hsien B %2 #% and Feng-
huah hsien # {1k 8 had two markets already in T ang times.

104 The hsien market of Fu-hang hsien (Hang-chou) B B8 #2 in the period of the
Empress Wu was 250 paces in circumference according to Hsien-shun Lin-an chik,
19, p. 21a.

105 See the essay of Liu Yii-hsi translated below, See also for examples CTS,
17b, p. roa (833, vil), ibid., p. 12a (834, vi), ibid., p. 22b (837, vii). Such a policy is
called either f-shih 8 5 or Asi-shih i & .

106 Kats, op. cit., pp. 340—51 cites several exarnples of Asien markets held outside

the city walls,
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Konoe’s note tq TLT * 44 P. 28a lacks the pi-shin and the 4 shik under the g¢* ang-tu

+4 D 20b. () CTS, 44, p. g-;b has not these 4 shif, T follow Tf‘;f’ ! follow CT,
44, B. 26b omits thes. ski!xeK ;1:63 f:dmon and C'TS, 44, p, 29b both &iﬁ’ I?I{Jf'léi’gg‘)
P- 31a r:zads 1 e(]i)ng‘t; o \neorrect. () CTS, 44, P. 29b omits these‘
31a ormits everything except ts‘an:g_m (‘)‘f{' 44, . JI4 otnits :.f‘qng.m_ () CTS, 44, p.
44, 0. 314 both read 2. (k) CTS, 44" 1) Konoe reads 1 pishin Sung edit. and Ci,"S.

HTS write shuas it mati P- 318-b reads 1 5 : st
syste i , . » 2 shih, 2 pishih.
1% Sec TLT, 30, pp. ‘)l)—m:a:;u]al?’r {h place of skih & (i.e. pi-shit), prooeh CTS and

1 TLT, 30. There are a number of
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Igstm'ed again in 685.10% The Market Directors of smaller Prefectures and of
Counties were to be selected by the Prefectural authorities, serving for
jour anaual turns of duty before being replaced. They were to be selected
from among honorific officials (Hsiin-kuan B ’E), that is retired soldiers, of
e 5th rank or above, or from minor official employees. It was forbidden to
ap oint as director of a Prefectural market a man who worked in that
qarket, and for County markets it was not permitted to appoint a person
from the same county.!}d The granary director (ts'ang-tn B was
selected on the same sort of basis, and was to be chosen from a “family
which has been influential for generations” 111 The Market Director and his
deputy and assistant were supposed to exercise control of commerce in the
shops of the market, to prevent wrongdoing and infringement of the laws,
and generally to control the market. The granary director was to exercise
complete control of receipts and disbursements, presumably of govern.
ment grain or goods.!1?2 The shik 6, sometimes written shuai 8§ and pre-
sumably the same as the pi-shih 8E Bl of Tun-huang the documents,1122
were supposed to examine carefully the deings of the various kang.113 They,
like the deputies, assistants, and clerks, were presumably special-duty
corvée men (seh-1 8, £%).

The Market Director was supposed to administer the same general
rules, and to fulfil much the same functions as his equivalent at the capital.
His office was the only local authority apart from the county yamen which
was allowed to be a court of first instance in eriminal cases, and held powers
of summary jurisdiction equivalent to those of the county itself 113
The opening and closing of the market at the proper times, the main-
tenance of the curfew regulations, fixing of standard prices, prevention of
unfair trading practises, general police supervision, control of foreign
merchants, registration of sales etc., were all in force in the provinces. As at
the capital, the market, in important centres at least, was organized in hang,
though these were presumably fewer and less specialized than in
Ch'‘ang-an,114 .

Where the local official markets differed greatly from those of the
capital cities was in their scale and their economic function. These factors

108 See HTS, 49B, pp. sb-6a (¢f. des Rotours Traité des fonctionnaires et de
larmee, I, pp. 717-18).

Lo TLT, jopp. 225-23a.

UL TET, 30, p. 23a. Konoe's edition reads Bt 3¢ 4# & X % . The Sung edition
reads T[] in places of 1. Tamai preferred the reading of the Sung edition, If this is
adopted we must translate “Persons whose family members are influential”.

112 HTS, 49B, p. ba.

1128 Sae below, p. 267

HI TS, 498, p. 6a,

113% Sea TT 168, p. 9814, Appendix, p. 47.

U4 Katd in his study of kang (note jo above) cites many examples. See also

below for evidence from Tunhuang.
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Pohai state in Manchuria.!?! In this northern trade, which was dominated
by Korean shipping, Ch‘u-chou and Lien-shui at the mouth of the Huai
river, and Teng-chou in Shantung were also important ports with con-
siderable Korean communities. 22
Lastly, there were the entrepdts of the great transcontinental caravan
routes across central Asia. The greatest of these was Liang-chou at the
southern end of the Kansu corridor.12® But in addition to the famous Silk
Road, other routes crossed from Sezchuan into Tibet and Upper Burma,
converging on Chengtu and Ching-chou,12¢ while there was trade with the
nomadic people of Mongolia and Manchuria at a large number of towns
along the northern frontier. The three great fortress towns built on the
north bank of the Ordos bend of the Huang-he in the early eighth century
were all centres of such trade. and a special market where horses and
cattle were bought from the Turks was regularly established at the
Western Fortress (Hsi Shou-hsiang ch'eng 7 55 [ 3i) near Feng-chou
% M after 727.125 Here the Chinese government annually spent “several
hundred thousand” lengths of silk in buying horses, camels and sheep for
the great government pastures and stud farms of the north-west.126 A
similar horse market for the Tibetans was established at Ch‘ih-ling, south-
east of Kokonor, in 731.127 Another, for trade with the Ch'iang tribesmen of
the Szechuan border, was at P'eng-chou.128 Yet another was at Ying-chou
in Southern Manchuria.129
These special markets for dealings with foreigners were, however, not
so much markets as annual official horse fairs.139 They were governed
according to strict rules. Each market was controlled by a Directorate
(Hu-shih chien X T Bf) which was subordinate to the Directorate of
Imperial Workshops (Skao-fu chien 2> B 8), a body whase primary duty
was the manufacture of luxury goods, ceremonial objects, regalia and
weapans for the Imperial Household.131 The markets also came under the

121 See Schafer, op. cit., Ch*tian Han-sheng, op. cit. (note ri5).

122 See Reischauer, Emmin’s Travels in T'ang China (19s5), pp. 272-94, and
*Notes on T'ang dynasty Sea Routes", H¥A4S, 3, ii (1940), Pp. 142-04.

123 See Schafer, op. cit., p. 22. )

124 See T'ao Hsi-sheng and Chi: Ch'ing-viian, Tang-tas ching-chi shifi, pp. Bs—6.

1% On this see CTS, 1944, p. 16b, THY, 94, p. 1607, YHCHC, 4, p. 115,
TCTC, 213, p. 6779. Schafer, op. cit.,, p. 296 is incorrect in saying that the Hsi
Shou-hsiang ch'eng was in Ling-chou.

18 TCTC, 213, p. 6779; CTS, 1944, p. 16b. For the positions of the great state
pastures, see the map in Twitchett, “Lands under State Cultivation under the T*ang"’,
Journal of Economic and Sacial History of the Orient, 2, ii. (1959), pp. 162—-207.

12? See TCTC, 213, p. 6796, THY, 97.p. 1733.

123 See PSLT, 24, p. 92b (¢f. Financial Adwinistration, p. 152).

129 See TLT, 22, p. job,

}3¢ See Schafer, op. cit., p. 65 ., and Balazs, Chinese Civilization and Bureau-

cracy {1964), pp. 611, )
11 On this office see des Rotours, Traité des fonctionnaires er de Parmée, 1, pp.

458-76.
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control of the Department of Treasury, (Chin-pu 8 ) the'sub-secti
the‘ Board of Finance which controlled tax revenues in cash and CIBCEOH °f
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“Whenever there is to be a *“Market with Foreigners” (Hu-shik) with
the outer barbarians or peoples on the borders, the official in charge of’
:1}-18 ;‘narket (hu-kuan-ssu H & 7)) should make a careful inspection. A

ttch should be-dug around all four sides of the market place, and

wattle fences (or temporary buildings) erected. Men should be jost
to guard the entrances, and on the day designated for the rr?arket
lfro;n t.he mao hour (5~7 a.m.) onwards each shall carry his goods 01:
ea his beasts, and go to the market place (shih-so # Ff). The of-
ficials shall first fix the prices for commodities with the fore .ne s, and
only after this is done may trade begin,” e

Ther i
¢ were moreover very strict rules about the commodities which might

13z 'D;'l3 :hse Cf;::}z‘?u see Financial Adm’nﬁtratian, p. 101
ee \ 22, pp. 29b— :
o cit, por rrt) PP. 29b—30b, CTS, 44, p. 192, HTS, 48, P- 17a (zf. des Rotours,

134 See HTS, 48, p. L i i
135 Seq o :al,)gv ;‘43. ‘This passage is probably a digest of part of the Statutes.

i:“ See PSLT, 24, p. gzb.
7 .
See PSLT, 24, p. g2b, Niida Noboru, Taryd shi, pPp- 715-16,
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not be exchanged at such border markets, or taken past the custorns barriers
at the frontiers. The Code forbade the exchange, by private individuals, of
almost every type of textile, silk and hempen, yaks’ tails, pearls, gold, silver
or iron with the barbarians.138 The main purpose of this ban may well have
been to maintain the state’s monopoly of the horse trade, since it was
sbove all silk which the foreigners wanted in exchange for their beasts. But
the ban can hardly have been very effective, since we hear both of large-
scale private horse rearing in the Chinese frontier districts,!3® and of
Chinese merchants who made large fortunes trading among the frontier
tribes 140

These frontier markets then were an attempt by the government to
monopolize, as far as possible, the horse trade which was of vital strategic
importance to thern, just as the operations of the Commissioners for
Overseas Trade were designed to milk off the profits from seaborne com-
merce, by restricting it to a few places under strict government centrol.

These great cities and frontier settlements engaged in foreign trade
were, however, far from typical of the 328 prefectures and their 1,573 sub-
ordinate counties which provided the government with its local admini-
strative network. At the other extreme there were Prefectural and County
towns in sparsely peopled and backward areas, such as those Ennin de-
scribed in south-eastern Shantung as ‘“‘like single mounds in the wilder-
ness”’, 14 many of which were without markets.!4? The generalization which
follows should be understood as applying mainly to the well-cultivated and
fairly densely peopled lowland areas of north and central China.

The cities which were the seat of a Prefectural or County government
were essentially political and administrative centres, Such a place was
normally a walled defensible city, including within it the Prefect or Magis-
trate’s official yamen offices, and any other government offices for the area.
From this seat, the County Magistrate ruted over an area which was often as
large as a big English county, and over a population which might range
from a few thousand scattered persons to fifty thousand or more people.
Some modern scholars have postulated that in traditional China there were

132 See Code, 8, art. 7, 12, Sung hsing-t'ung, 8, p. 290. See also the edict of 714 in
THY, 86, p. 1581.

139 Gee Schater, ap. ¢it., p. 59. .
140 One very profitable area for trading was the region of the Tanguts. Until this

trade was spoiled by the high-handed intervention of the local governors of the border
areas in the $30's, who confiscated much livestock and refused to pay for 1, merchants
“from near and far brought silk and other goods to trade for horses and sheep” (see
THY, o8, p. 1750; CTS, 198, p. 3b). This trade had flourished in spite of a ban im-
posed in an Edict of 787 (CTS, 108, p. 3a; THY, 08, pl 1757}

41 Ennin, iary, 845, vill, 16 (Reischauer, p. 382).

142 Among the aphorisms attributed to Li Shang-yin #F B B I-than tsa-tsuan
# 10 % . in the section entitled Suar-han “Incongruities of a poverty-stricken life”
is “A mountain Asien moving its market” [i 8§ %€ 7. See Kats, 0p. cit., pp. 350-1.
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qot know, for instance, whether they were all permanent daily markets or
ghether some were periodic market gatherings. Professor Katd in his
cassic study of T*ang markets unfortunately obscured this issue by using
the term ‘Periodic market’ to cover even markets held every day at a fixed
ime,147 which would of course include ail official markets organized in
sccordance with the Statutes. But he was probably correct in suggesting that
most cities had permanent shops, which were always open, in addition to
the market proper which was held only at fixed times. In larger cities at
[east there is evidence of the existence of hang of merchants dealing in the
same trade, and there are many mentions of warchouse or wholesale
establishments (tien ) as well as ordinary shops (ssu &f).148
The evidence on markets and trade generally is very thin, during the
T'ang period, and much of it is incidental information contained in con-
remporary short stories, which are none too precise in their usage of termi-
nology. We do, however, possess séme invaluable evidence relating to one
provincial market, among the manuscripts discovered early in this century
at Tun-huang and in Central Asia.l¥¥ These documents are connected with
the official market of Sha-chou Prefecture at Tun-huang. They prove con-
clusively that, in the 730"s at least, the official regulations relating to
markets were carefully enforced. Some ninety fragments of official price
registers survive, showing that the market director actually did fix prices in
cash for three qualities of each commodity every month, as required by law,
Other manuscripts show that the Market Director’s office had to approve
the prices paid by the local government departments for commodities, 150
The price registers show that prices were fixed in terms of cash by the
Market Director working together with the various Aang. The names of
several hang are mentioned,13! and it seems that the market at Tun-huang
was a large and complex one. We have additional evidence, from corvée
registers about a decade later than the price lists, which shows the existence
of the Market Director’s subordinates, the pi-shih B 8fi, who acted as

147 Kata, Shina ketzaishi koshé, 1, p. 348,
148 On kang in provincial cities see Katé, “On the ‘Hamg’ or zssociations of

merchants in China with special reference to the institution in the T‘ang and Sung
periods”, Memoirs of the Research Department of the Tove Bunko, ¢ {1936), pp. 45-83.
For both hang and ten see Katd, Shina keizaishi kdsha, 1, pp. 3132—7, pp. 461-6, etc.;
T‘a0 Hsi-sheng and Chi Ching-vuan T'ang-tai ching-chi shih, pp. 98—102.

149 See Niida Noboru, Chilgoku hoseishi no kenkyu, 11, Tochihd, Torihiki hd (1960),
pp. 705-826. The manuscripts are amoeng those recovered tfrom Turfan by the Otani
expeditions and zce in the collection of the Ryakoku Daigaku.

150 See Oba Osamu, op. ¢it. (note H4 above).
151 Niida (ep. ¢it., p. 797} identifies the following kang at Tunhuang: {a) Kuo-tzu

hang B F 4T dealing in dried and preserved fruits, dates, grapes etc,, {b) Ts'ai-tzu
hang % F 47 dealing in fresh vegetables such as onions, radishes, etc., (¢) Mi-mien
hang 3% ¥ 47 dealing in Hour, (d) Po-lien hang 3 §¥ 4T dealing in plain silk and heavy
silk, (&) T5'ai-po hang ¥R F 7T dealing in figured silk cloths, {f) Ch'eng-fu kang
£ & 47 dealing in pans and cooling vessels,
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“The Chou-li included a rule which forbade officers (fing-shih) and
above from entering the markets. When we look at this from the stand-
point of the present day it certainly seems to be reasonable.

“In the second year of the Yian-ho period (807) there was no
rain in the Yiian-nan district from the beginning of spring until the
sixth month, so that ‘the benefits of the crops were about to become
exhausted’. The prefect, being greatly concerned for the populace,
prayed for rain with the utmost sincerity. He then visited all of the
local altars to the mountains and rivers, but still there was no rain,
Finally, as a last resort he moved the market to the crossroads outside
the city gates. | myself was able to look down upon it from the watch-
tower above the gate 157

“On the day on which the order to move the market was first issued,

those responsible for the market register (shik-chi i £5) all came and
marked off the different sections on either side of the road. They set
out the spaces [for stalls] in exactly the same order from left to right,
and sequence from front to rear as was used in the walled market place
within the city. Notices proctaimed the names of the various rows
(lieh R))) and sections (ck [&), and made known the prices and named
the commodities on sale. Mingled among them were commodities
produced among the outer barbarians. There were tethering places for
horses and cattle. There were pens for slaves. The cloth covered boxes
for silks contained both patterned and plain woven materials. Among
the tables and sets of shelves there were both carved and lacquered ones,
and others were unadorned and substantial. Among the round and
square basketware there were both black and white, both delicate and
sturdy pieces. Those whose profession was providing food set out their
hot dishes and laid out cakes and dumplings surrounded by fragrant
smells. The winesellers set up their banners advertising their wines,
and washed up their wine-cups and howls with shining faces. The
butchers set up their platters for fat, and carved up the carcasses of pigs
and sheep in a thick red atmosphere of blood. The product of flower
and fruit, game taken in the hunt, birds and beasts were mixed to-
gether, the products of land and water were intermingled.

“Every sort of person came in their flocks, innumerable people enter

the narrow alleyways!58 between the stalls and then split up again.

There were some who had hoarded up goods, waiting to get the right

157 [shida takes the awkward term ¥E 3§ to mean the upper storey of Liu’s own
house, It would seem to me a somewhat pretentious ward to use of one’s own home,
and in any case theoretically officials of below the fifth rank were not permitted to have
houses of more than a single storey at this period. I think it more likely that the term
stands in its alternative meaning of the lookout tower over a city gate.

158 £ s literally the passageway leading down to the burial chamber of a tomb, Its
allusive use as a narrow covered alley derives from Chang Heng's Hsi-ching-fu.
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which took place during late T'ang and early Sung times. This involved
e abandonment of the old ““cellular’ plan of the city, with its honeycomb
of walled wards, and walled enclosed markets, and its replacement by a
much freer street plan, in which trade and commerce could be conducted

mvwhere within the city or its outlying suburbs. With the disappearance of

. he ward system, the strict curfew and police regulations of early T'ang

mes also fell by degrees into disuse.180
The decay of the strict ward system began, even in Ch'ang-an itself

w«ell before the end of the T ang dynasty. Under the Sui and during the
arly years of the T'ang, only the most powerful officials and highest
soblemen were permitted to have the gates of their city mansions (t/ 5§ or
(hat 5E) opening on to the main streets rather than on to the lanes inside the
ward. 161 During the eighth century we begin to have complaints that people
were breaking pates through the outer walls of the wards to gain direct
sccess to the main thoroughfares, 192 and in the 780’s the Commuissioners for
the Imperial Household Estates (Nei chuang-chai shih P JE 5 )68 who
managed much official property in the capital were being forced to hire
artisans to rebuild the decaved and broken-down walls of some wards,164
Bv 831 the Police Commissioners ( Tso-yu hsiin-shik 72 35 38 {#) were com-
plaining that everybody who wished had been breaking the rule and that it
was impossible to prevent them, after matters had been let slide for a very
long period, and requested that the cld rule be strictly enforced. At the
same time they complained that official residences were being rented at
randem, and needed putting in order.184

At this same time other complaints were being made. Another long-
standing abuse was the encroachment on the broad public streets by people
putting up shops, stalls and other buildings. Many of these were erected by
soldiers in defiance of the civil authorities. 166 Here we have clear evidence of
shops and stalls doing business outside the markets, and there is at least one
other case of the same type of abuse by the military in a county town on the

main highway outside Ch‘ang-an.187
Trade was not only being conducted outside the market, but zlso being

180 The classic description of this process is in Katd Shigeshi "So6dai ni okeru
toshi no hattatsu ni teuite” KRB T 3 X @ F 8 1< B v T first published
in Kuwabara Hakase kanvehi kinen Tovoshi romsé (1931} and included in Shina
keizaishi kashd, 1(1952), pp. 200345,

183 See Ch'u-hstieh chi ) 2B §8 24, pp. 5759; THY, 86, p. 1576. -

62 See THY, 86, p. 1576, edict of 767, v.
183 (O these cornmissioners, see Katd Shigeshi, “Nai Shatakushi ko'" B 3k £

¥ first published in Toyé gakuhd, 10, 2z (1920), and included in Shina kezaishi
kicho, 1(1952), pp. 261-82,

184 3ee THY, 86, p. 1576, edict of 788, i1

185 See THY, 86, p. 1576, memorial of 831, vii.

188 See TH ¥, 86 immediately following memorial of 831, vii.

187 See CTHW, 32, p. 19b. This edict dates from the reign of Hslian-tsung, well

liefore the other examples.
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¥ Pei-li chik, p. i i bri 15+
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households unless they were important communication centres with old-
established market facilities.1?® But this attemnpt to revive the system met
with no success, and two years later in 853 the government withdrew the
speciél official seals which had been issued to all Prefectural and County
Market Offices for the stamping of documents, particularly for registering
deeds of sale.l7? There was no further move to restore the system to full
force, and 1 any case from the 850’s onward the T*ang government lacked
the authority to enforce any such measures.

I, Rural Muarkets

Commercial activity in T*ang China was not, needless to say, confined
to these higher level markets. County towns were spaced quite far apart even
in the densely settled northern areas, and in many southern regions some
Counties were more than a full day’s journey on horseback from their
supetior prefecture. It would have been quite impracticable for the
peasant farmers of outlying districts to visit such markets for everyday
needs. The needs of the local population were met for the most part
through a variety of smaller market assemblies held in the countryside and
the villages.

The contemporary evidence on rural markets is very thin indeed, but
there is enough to show that the situation was not dissimilar, though of
course less systematically developed, to that obtaining during the Sung, on
which we are far more fully informed,

There were a considerable variety of rural market gatherings, but all
were distinguished from the central markets of the County towns by one
common factor — that they were spontaneous local assemblies for the
purpose of trade, arising out of the needs of local rural society, and in-
dependent of government control. They appear in literature under many
names. The most common term is ts'ao-shth 25 {7 180, This had a wide
range of connotations. Sometimes it refers to a temporary market held in

178 THY, 86, p. 1583; TFYK, 304, p. 259.

1% See TFYK, 504, p. 25b. For some reason this edict is included in THY, 86,
p. 1581, under the Chern-kuan reign period, which is obviously incorrect.

120 There is a considerable literature on 5'ao-shih. The earliest article devoted to
the subject was Katc Shigeshi, “Td 56 no séshi ni tsuite” B2 o & e 8 o7
first published in Shigaku zasshi, 17, i (1926), and reprinted in Shina keizaishi koshd, ©
(1952), pp. 380-6. Katd returned to this subject in *“T' 56 jidai no s6shi oyobi sono
hatten” KB R o T R k% o F B first published in 1933 in [chimuwra
hakase koki kinen ToyOshi romss, and reprinted in the same volume as the previous
study, pp. 387~421. Sogabe Shizuo B & &£ K¥ # has also twice written on the subject.
In T4 56 izen no soshi” F& 3 LL A1) @ &1 Toa keizai kenkyi, 16, iv (1932), pp. 18~
28, he produced important new evidence on the early history of the ts‘zo-shih, while
more recently, in “T5 55 jidai no séshi” MK B © B Shakat keizai shigaku,
24, i (1957), pp. 31-40, he has a new and more sophisticated interpretation of the
various usages of the term. Miyazaki Ichisada (up. ¢fz., note 4} has also touched on this

questicn in his varicus studies of the early village systern.
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and at the end of T'ang times began to grow up in connexion with great
landed estates.!®” In southern China many were established at landing
laces on the river routes (pu # or #5),138 and when the Yangtse became
infested with pirates in the ninth century the ts‘ao-shik along the river, with
their many wealthy families, were their principal victims,18%
The commerce in these markets can again be deduced from what we
know of Sung markets.!% Local farmers brought grain, vegetables, fruit,
pigs and chickens for sale, bartering them for fish, firewood, and charcoal
brought to market by local producers or for various goods brought to market
by travelling merchants {&'o-shang 2% 7). These goods included items of
diet which could not be produced locally, such as salt, tea and various types
of preserves; simple agricultural tools or domestic implements, and the
materials for the different handicrafts which many farm families practised
during the off season as a supplementary source of income. The local
market, like the market in the County town, was also an important social
gathering, and there were tea and wine sellers and cookshops to cater for
these needs)9 Many of the markets grew up around inns or roadside
stores which could naturally provide this sort of service. The merchants
presumably worked a circuit of rural markets in turn, returning periodically
to some central base to replenish their stocks and to dispose of the goods
which they had acquired by barter.

Besides these periodical markets in the countryside, there were also
ts'ao-shih ¥ T which were held in the cutskirts of County or Prefectural
cities. Sometimes, as in the case of Hsiu-chou T8 # in Honan, this was done
because increasing trade and prosperity had caused the population to
overflow the old walled city.192 Usually these markets extra muros grew up
spontaneously like the rural market assemblies, but occasionally they were
instituted by the local officials to meet the needs of the locality. One such
case is described in an inscription on a stele erected at T ang-ch‘ang hsien
Bt & B in P‘eng-chou, Szechuan in 86¢.193

“In T‘ang-ch'ang there was formerly a postal relay station { Yu-t'ing

¥ &) but this has fallen into disuse for many years, so that those

187 See the study of Katé cited in note 5.
193 See the studies of Hino Kaisaburs, Ikeda Shizue, and Sudd Yoshiyuki cited

int note 5.

129 See Tu Mu kk $¢ Fan-ch'uan wen-chi 88 D) % % 11, pp. ba-10a.

190 See Shiba, op. cit., pp. 6971, Chlian Han-sheng, op. cit. {note 181}, etc.

181 See the inscription by Ch‘en Ch'i translated below. :

192 See Tung-po ck'ian-chi W Y 5 M 62, Tsou-i, 12, pp. 7b-ga (Ssu-pu pei-yan).

183 See the inscription by Ch'en Chi P&S entitied Pleng-chou hsin-chih T ang-
ch'ang-hsien Chien-te ts'ao-shih Hsich-ma T'ing Chen ping T'ien-wang Yuan teng chi
included in CTW, 804, pp. 18a—21a (the relevant passage is at p. 1ga—h); WY YH, 88,
pp. 1b—fa. Sogabe Shizuc in hizs recent article *"T6 S jidal ne sdshi ni tsuite” (see
note 180} cites the same text from the Shu-chung huang-chi B o g 3 3, of Ts‘ao

Hsiieh-ch'lian W 8 48 (1574-1646).
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traveiling merchants and selling them locally, sometimes on a commission -
Lgsis.1?? They also fulfilled 2 very important function as a base of operations
for the travelling traders and packmen who formed the ultimate extremity
of the distribution network. These small merchants often lodged their
stock in such an inn for safe-keeping while they themselves went the
rounds of the local periodical markets, Others took their wares to the most
distant isolated hamlets, selling such things as salt, small tocis ar household
implements, often by barter or on credit against the coming harvest. We are
wven a rare glimpse of such small packmen in a memorial on the salt trade
written by Han Yij in 822 :200 .
“Qutside the Prefectural towns, those who buy their salt for ready cash
will be less than two or three in ten: most of them will barter grain or
miscellaneous goods for salt . . . In other cases [the merchant] will sell on
credit against amounts of grain, agreeing to be repaid at harvest time . _.
“These villages and hamlets far from their prefectural or county
seats are often just three or five families living in some mountain
valley . . . The merchants have often carried their salt on their own
backs and gone out to barter it with the common people. The profit
which they make over and above the fair price which they had hoped
for is only two or three cash . . .
'The inns which provided lodging and storage for such men were for the
.most part established by private individuals. Of the aumerous names of
tien which later developed into small towns, a very high proportion include
the owner's or founder’s surname.Z?! But others were established by local
officials, and this was particularly common in the areas under the jurisdic-
tion of the semi-independent provincial governors of the north-east.202
The Japanese pilgrim Ennin, who frequently stayed at such places during
his travels in north-eastern China, records a wide variation both in the
standard of comfort and of hospitality, parttcuiarly when he left the main
wrunk roads with their official rest-houses and stage stations 203

199 See for a rather later form of credit sales, Kard Shigeshi, “S&dai no shoé
kanshii ‘sha’ ni tsuite” 52 1% @ Bt B "B, rc M v T first published in Toyé bunka
kenkytt, t (1944), 2nd reprinted .in Sking keizaishi kosho, u {1953), pp. 222-34. A
stmilar type of credit transaction dating from T“ang times is mentioned in an anony-

mous decision pan WY YH, 330, p. 1b.
2 See Han Chiang-I chi, 40, pp. (vii) 55-60. Translated in Financial Admini-

stration, pp. 10572,

201 See for example the list of tien in Suda, loe. cit. (note 198) at p. 760 ff.

202 Suda, op. ¢it., p. 789, stresses the fact that many tierin late T ang times were
situated at places of stratepic importance. During the late eighth century several new
counties were established within the region controiled by the semi-autonomous
governors of the Ho-pei provinces on the sites of existing #en. (For example Yung-chi
hsien 7k ¥ %% in Pei-chou; Kuan-ch'eng hsien ¥ #% M and Ch'ing-feng hsien i W 88
n the newly established prefecture of Shan-chou 1 M ; Yung-shou hsien A 2 &)

203 See Ennin’s Diary, passim. See also the excellent discussion of roads and travel
in Reischauer, “Ennin’s travels in T ang China™ (1955}, pp. 138-52.
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N IV, Local Fairs
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held in Szechuan. The first were the “Drug markets” {¥Yao-shth ¥ ).
These were held in spring and on the ninth day of the ninth month in
several cities in Szechuan, and lasted for two or three days. The tradition

current in Sung times connected their origin with a Taoist adept named

Wang Ch'ang-yii, who died in 859,21} but they certainly existed before this
vime. In Sung times such ‘‘drug fairs” were held at both Taoist and
Buddhist terples in Ch'eng-tu, and doctors, alchemists, and drug dealers
from all over the empire congregated in Ch'eng-tu and Tzu-chou?!? for the
fairs, which seem to have involved a great deal of feasting, drinking and
disorder.213 /

The second special type of fair held in Szechuan was a more compli-
cated organization, known as the “Silkworm market”’ (Ts'an-shik B 1).214
These were not single market gatherings, but a closely integrated succession
of local fairs held in a circuit of 15 different towns during the first three
months of the year. The tradition current in the mid ninth century attributed
their origin to Chu-ko Liang, who was also said to have founded periodical
markets in Szechuan.2l5 Whatever the truth of this, they were certainly
well established by the end of the eighth century, when Wei Kao wrote a
description of them 216 In Ch‘eng-tu itself the most important of these fairs
were held on the third day of the third month at two separate sites, both
connected with large Taoist temples. The sequence and sites of these
fairs during Sung times has been worked out in great detail by Chii
Ch‘ing-yiian some thirty years ago.217 These fairs were primarily gatherings
at which the local farmers could buy agricultural implements, seeds, plants,
and above all the various things needed in sericuiture, for which Szechuan
was becoming increasingly famous. But like all such gatherings “'silkworm
fairs” were not confined to dealing in 2 single commodity. They were
frequented by large numbers of merchants, and a very wide selection of
goods was available. They also seem to have provided much entertainment,

Some of them were held in connexion with festival days, at the temples or

219 On these yao-shih see Katd, Shina keizaishi kaské, 1, p. 37t f. The temple fair
at Kuan-k‘cu was probably also this type of gathering.

211 Gee the passage from Sui-shih kuang-chi 8% Bf B 38 36, cited by Kats, loc, ot

212 Tzu-chou & # was the rivail city te Ch'eng-tu in Szechuan, and the admini-
strative capital of the eastern half of the modern province. According to Nan-pu
hsin-shu T8 &% 3 & hsin, p. 93, the men of Ch'eng-tu described Tzu-chou as “'the
t5‘ao-shih at our eastern gate”, as a term of contempt.

213 See Sui-shih kuang-chi, 16, loc. cit.

14 See Chii Ch'ing-yian M i 38 “T‘ang Sung shih-tai Ssu-ch'uan ti ts‘an-
shih" 2ok 4C 1 il &4 B Shik-hue, 3, vi (1936), pp. 28-34; and Katd, Shina
ketzatshi koshs, 1 pp. 173—4.

215 See the inscription of Ch'en Ch'i cited in note 193.

218 The inscription itself is not preserved, but its existence is attested by Yi-t
chi-sheng 99t 52 B# 37, p. 28. Its title was “Ts‘an-shih chi’*, and it was in the Pao-li
ssu temple in Hua-yang hsien, subordinate to Ch'eng-tu.

17 See note 214.
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encourage the growth of centres of trade and administrative activity which -
were dependent directly upon the province, and independent of the
established network of County and Prefecture. These centres, usually
designated chen 8 (garrisons) were often established at the site of existing

rural markets (t5°ao-shik). Many of them grew, during the Five Dynasties and

the early Sung, into important market towns.22L This development had a
wofold effect upon the rural markets. On the one hand decentralization of
power and administrative activity to this new network of chenm meant 2
eneral increase in commercial activity. On the other hand, some provinces
during the last years of the T"ang and the Five Dynasties used the garrisons
of the chen to impose various taxes on the trade carried on under their
aurisdiction 222 This began the process by which, under the Sung, the tax on
trade (Shang-shui 74 F#) came to be collected not only in the great towns,
‘where with the breakdown of the official market systemn trade was no longer
‘subject to such very strict supervision as before but also in the small rural
market towns, some of which paid enormous quotas of the tax.223
Baldzs, in his study of fairs in China, suggests that the reason why we
read so little about them is that “a centralized state, served by a vast
bureaucratic organization controlling almost every movement of people and
things, would hardly regard with favour — or even tolerate at all ~ a periodic
sssembly of merchants and merchandise, when it had any number of
coercive means at its disposal for subjecting both to its own interest’” .24
Here, I think, Baldzs exaggerates somewhat the oppressive power of the T ang
state, and certainly overestimates the degree of its direct intervention in
local affairs. It would seem to me that official involvement in the organiza-
tion of commerce can rather be shown to exemplify the way in which the
‘T‘ang administration deliberately delimited its involvement in local
maiters 1o a restricted area in which its authority could be exercised effec-
tively. Just as in civil administration the central government maintained
strict control over affairs down to the level of its lowest local representative
at the county yemen, but was content to carry on most of the everyday
routine business in the countryside through a variety of local spontaneous
institutions, and just as the rule of centrally codified law extended down to
the County magistrate's court, but was supplemented and even supplanted
in the countryside by local custom and usage, so in its dealings with trade
the T“ang government exercised strict direct control oaly over the central

221 On this development, see the studies of Suds, Hino, and Umehara citad in
note 5.
222 On the development of taxes on trade in late T ang times, see Chii Ch'ing-
yian, T ang-tai ts'ai-cheng shih B % ¥ Bk 38 pp. 94-101; Aoyama Sadao W R1IZ#,
T9-56 jidai no kotsi to chishi chizuno kenbryi WA B R o At DM oHR
Pp. 127-59-

223 Qee Sudd, op. cit. (note 181).

2% See Baldzs, foc. cit. (note 204) at p.61.
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limnits to such control. It was highly selective and restricted in practice, and
it would be quite unrealistic to imagine that the system, even if it operated
everywhere according to the rules, would have enabled the central govern-
ment to impose its whims in an arbitrary fashion, or to exercise a total
despotic control over an ever-growing internal commerce which was

'probably the vastest and most varied the world had yet seen.

APPENDIX

FRAGMENTS OF T'ANG CODIFIED LAW RELATING
TO MARKETS

Weights and Measures
" (i) Code 26, art. zg

In all cases where measures of capacity, steelyards, and measures
of length are tested and this is not done accurately, the punishment
shall be 2 flogging of 70 blows. The official in charge of the test shall be
liable to a punishment one degree less than the inspector, if he is
unaware of the inaccuracy. If, however, he is aware of the circum-
stances, he shall be liable to the same punishment.

(ii} Code 26, art. 32
In all cases where private persons have themselves made measures

of capacity, steelyards and measures of length which are inaccurate,
and have used them in the market, the punishment shall be a beating of
fifty strokes.

If as a result there has been any profit or loss, the offender shall be
liable to punishment for theft, according to the amount involved. If
weights and measures [of this sort] are used in the disbursement or
receipt of official goods, then the offender wiil be liable to punishment
for misappropriation through inadvertence. But if the payment is made
to himself the offender shall be liable as if for theft.

If any person uses such privately made measures in the markets,
even if they are accurate, if they have not been stamped and certified
by the authorities, he shall be Liable to a beating of forty strokes.

‘i) Statutes on Customs-stations and Markets (Kuan-shih ling) (Niida,
T6ryo shi-i, pp. 718—-19)

All measures of capacity, steelyards, and measures of length,
both for official and private use must [if at the Capital] be taken each
year in the eighth month to the Department of Treasury (Chin-pu
& 3F) or the Court of Treasury (T ai-fu ssu X JF 3%) to be tested. In
places outside the Capitals they must be taken to the Prefecture or
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County to be tested. In either case they must be stamped and inscrih,
after which they are permitted to be used. oed
Sources: Code 26, art. 29 ( Shu-i); Cods 26, art.
TH Y 66, p. 1154. TLT 20, p. 10a-b. C.f. Ry
pP. 30I.

32 (S}m_-g.
0no gige 23,

(iv) Statutes on Customs-stations and Markets
Taorys shi, pp. 719—20)
The steelyard must be used on the horizontal bar {ko ¥%). T,
fou measure of capacity must be used with a length of wood to lev:rel f;
the contents (kai #F). °

Source: TLT 20, p. 12b. Ryé no gige o, p- 300,
fuller version, which I cite for comparison.

(Kuan-shih ling) (Niidy'
dy

gives g slightly'

Whenever the steelyard is used it must he suspended from the
horizontal bar, Whenever the measures of capacity are used th

must be levelled off with the wooden kai. Rice and wheat flour mygt
be weighed {i.e. not sold by measure of capacity). -

(v) The full details on weights and measures are included in the Miscel.
laneous Statutes { Tsa-/ing). See Niida, Toryo shiti, pp. 842-7.

Quality of Commodities
(i) Code 26, art. 30

Any person who manufactures utensils and such things as hempen
or silk cloth which are fragile, not made of the appropriate materials,
are short length or narrow in width, and sells them, shall be lizble to 2
flogging of sixty strokes. If the profit which they make is excessive, they
shall be answerable to punishment under the provisions on robbery, to
the amount of their profit. Merchants selling such goods shall be
equally liable. The market officials, and the officials of the county or-
prefecture shall also be equally liable if they are aware of the circums
stances. If they are not aware of the circumstances of the offence, their
liability shall be diminished by two degrees. -

(i) Statutes on Customs-stations and Markets (Kuan-shik ling) (Niida,
Torys shiti, p. 721) R
All fragile materials and articles made of inappropriate materials
which are used in exchange shall be confiscated by the authorities. All
articles which are short or narrow or underweight, shall be returned to
the vendor.

Source: TLT 20, p. 11a.

(iii)

——
(=
Ly

(i1)
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Statutes on Customs-stations and Markets (Kuan-shik ling) (Niida,
Téryd shiti, p. 720) '
The officials are to establish models for the manufacture of all
bows, arrows and long swords, and these are further to be inseribed
with the name and surname of the artisan who has made them. Ouly
then are they permitted to be sold. All other goods and utensils are to
be dealt with like this.
Source: TLT 20, p. 12b. The parallel ruling in Ryé ns gige 27,
p- 301, includes lances, saddles, and lacquer goods as well as bows
arrows and swords. Lacquer goods were also ordered to bear the
maker’'s name and date under the Chin period Btatutes, see TPYL

756, p. 2a.

Prices of Commodities
Code 26, art. 1. _

If the market officials are unjust in fixing the prices of com-
modities, they shall be liable to punishment as for pecuniary mal-
feasance (tso-tsang 45 J) to the extent to which they have raised or
lowered prices. If as a result they themselves have profited thereby,
they shall be liable to punishment under the provisions on robbery to

the same amount.
If in estimating the amount involved in the offence of a ¢riminat

they are incorrect to such an extent as to increase or decrease the
punishment to which he is liable, then they shall be liable to punish-
ment under the provisions for causing an offender’s punishment to be
too heavy or too light (ch‘u-ju tsui A FB)

Statutes on Customs-stations and Markets (Kuan-shih-ling) (Niida,
T6ryo6 shilt, pp. 716—18.)

In all markets, each shop (ssi) shall have a sign inscribed with the
name of the kang to which it belongs. According to the Statutes, prices
shall be fixed for three grades of each commeodity every ten days in each
month.

Source: TLT 2o, p. 12a; Code 4, art. 6; TFYK 616, p. 22a.

Ryd no gige 27, p. 299, has a slightly more complete version which

I cite for comparison.

In all markets, each shop shall have a sign inscribed with the name
of the hang. The market officers (Shik-ssu T E]) shall produce three
grades of prices for each commodity in accordance with current prices,
and compile a list (F) every ten days, which shall be published in the
market. Each quarter these shall be each sent in to the office responsible
for the market (pen-ssu 2 7)),
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‘Whenever there is any exchange between private Persong
officials in which the price is expressed in commodities, this gp nd
accord with the [official] price for the medium quality [of the commo‘:;}'] d
concerned]. In the assessment of the value of the sums involyed il::'ti

crime where distant places are concerned hsiian-p'in
rule should be applied. ( ins B8 ) the same

Source: Code 4, art. 6 (Shu-3); TLT 20, p. 1zb.

(iv) Code 4, art. 6.

In assessing the value of the sums involved in an
: offence (p'ing.
tsang ﬂsgﬁ), this should always follow the current official price(cffz:llfe
ccummo'dlty in the place in which the offence was committed, ¢gp
verted into the value of plain silk (chiian} of the highest quality , ., i

Certification of Sales

{i) Code 26, art. 14.

In all cases of the purchase of male or female slaves horsey
cattle, camels, mules and donkeys, if within three days of the ;Jaymen;
of the price a market certificate (shih-ch'dan T 4F) is not drawn up,
the purchaser will be lable to a beating of thirty strokes and ﬂ:’;
vendor to one degree less. '

If within three days of the drawing up of the certificate jt should
prove that there was some long-standing weakness or sickness, it ig
permissible to cancel the sale. But if anyone should attempt to ca;mccl a
sale without there being any such sickness, 5o as to cheat the other
party, the szle shall be held to be legal, and the offender will be liable
to a beating of forty strokes.

. If after the sale is completed the market office (shik-ssu) does nolé
issue the certificate at the correct time, the officers responsible will be
liable to a beating of thirty strokes for a delay of one day, the punish-
ment to be increased by one degree for each further delay of one day,
the maximum penalty being a flogging of 100 blows. '

(i) Statutes on Customs-stations and Markets (Kuan-shih ling) (Niida,

Toryd shii, p. 720)

In all cases of the purchase of male or fernale slaves, cattle,
horsﬂes, camels, mules and donkeys etc., the [market] certificate-
(ch'iian %F) shall be drawn up in accordance with the official verification
(Rung-yen 2\ ¥) from the authorities of their place of origin.

Source: TLT zo, p. 13a~b. Ryd no gige 27, p. 300 is slightly

clearer:

(i

L}

(i)

THE T'ANG MARKET S¥YSTEM 247

In z2ll cases of the purchase of slaves, a market certificate speci-
fying the price should be drawn up, after the production of a guarantee
produced through the authorities in the place of origin . . .

Trading Hours of Markets
Statutes on Customs-stations and Markets (Kuan-shih ling) (Niida,
Téryd shii, p. 716)
In all [official] markets, at midday the drum shall be beaten with three
hundred strokes, at which the crowd will assemble, Seven quarters of
an hour before sundown, the gong shall be beaten three hundred times,
and at this the crowd will disperse, -

Source TLT 20, p. 13b. Cf. Ryd no gige 27, p. 299 for the some-
what different Japanese version of this Statute.

Prevention of Unfair Trading Practices

Code 26, art. 13

In all cases where the buyers and sellers cannot reach a settlement,
and an attempt is made to monopolize the market and prevent out-
siders from buying, or to attempt to fix prices unfairly, making cheap
goods dear when selling, and expensive goods cheap when buying, in
the hope of deceiving the customers, or if any attempt is made to
confuse the market with an eye to the merchants’ reaping the profit for
themselves, they shall be liable to a punishment of a flogging of 8o
blows. If they have already succeeded in amassing a large illicit profit,
they shall be liable to punishment under the provisions on theft to the
estimated amount of their profits.

[The text of this article is extremely terse. The above translation is
based upon the glosses of the commentaries (Chu and Shu-i.]

Maintenance of law and order in the Markets

{i) Code 27, art. 1

Any person who deliberately causes a disturbance in the market
or in a place where a crowd are assembled and causes disorder shall be
liable to 2 flogging of eighty strokes. If as a result any person is killed
or injured, he shall be liable to a penalty one degree less than that
prescribed for wilful homicide or wounding. If as a result any person's
property or goods are destroyed, he shall be liable to punishment
according to the provisions on pecuniary malfeasance {tso-tsang £ B&).
If as a result of a disturbance caused by mistake (wu-ching 3 BE) any
person is killed or injured, the case should be judged according to the
law on negligence.
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Code 26, art, 4

Any person who without some urgent reason gallops 2 horse ar
carriage through the streets or lanes inside a city, Or in any place where
a crowd is assembied shall be liable to a beating of 50 strokes, If aga
result anybody is killed or injured, he shall be liable according to the
provisions on homicide or injury resulting from a brawl diminisheq By
one degree,

Any person who gallops [a horse or carriage through the city] as a
result of some urgent public or private matter shall not be answerable
But if as a result any person is killed or injured, they shall be jl-ldgéd
according to the law on negligence. If it results from [the horse being
frightened and bolting so that it cannot be stopped, and the death o
injury of anybody is caused, he shall be liable under the law on
negligence diminished by two degrees.

[According to the Shu-i commentary to this article, a crowd AZ®
is defined as an assembly of three or more persons. The commena
tary Chu also includes rules covering the killing or injury of
damestic animals. ]

Summary Furisdiction of the Market Offices

Statutes on Trrials and Courts { Yii-kuan ling) -

Whenever an offence is committed in the market, if the prescribed
penaity is a flogging (chang) ot less, it may be summarily carried out by
the market officials. However, if the offender can claim hereditary
privilege or is entitled to pay a fine as commutation, or if the offence
has a prescribed penalty of hard labour or above, it must be referred to
the County office. In case of offences in the markets of the capital, such
cases are not to be referred to the Metropolitan Administration, byt -
should all be remanded to the Supreme Court of Justice (Ta-i ssu
K 2 ). This same rule should apply to [markets held] when the
Emperor is making a State Progress in the provinces. '

Source: TT 168, p. 981a. See also the note of Niida in Torys Shi,
PP. 758-9. '-





