THE RISE OF THE EUNUCHS DURING THE
T'ANG DYNASTY
Pare 111
by t J. K. RIDEQUT

By the year 6¢g7 Lai Tsun-Ch’en (2 (% |2} was dead, and the system
of delation came to an end, and with the resppointment of Ti Jen-Chieh
(2% 1= £8) to the office of chief minister the government promised to enter
4 new and more tranquil phase. Jen-Chich atiempted to persuade the
Empress to settle the various frontier wars by the most easily effected com-
promises and to concentrate upon domestic problems, in particular the
succession to the throne. Of the two claimants from the house of Li (%),
Lun Prince of Yii (YR 3 #), who had been given the title of Imperial
Successor (Fluang Ssu 8 ) in 690, now lived a prisoner in the Eastern
Palace, while his elder brother the former emperor Chung Tsung (2 )
now Frince of Lu-Ling {J 8 ) lived a closcly confined exite in Fang
Ling (J& %) at the mercy of the local prefect, whose very approach reduced
him to an almaost suicidal terror. [n a seemingly far stronger positien were
the Empress’ two nephews, Wu Cleng-Ssu (R 7& ]y and Wu San-Ssu
(& = 1), both of whom enjoyed the Imperial favour and wielded con-
siderable political influence, For some months the Empress vacillated
between the importunities of Wu Ch’eng-5su, and the more subtle per-
suasions of Ti Jen-Chieh, and then in 698 at last agread to the recall of the
Prince of Lu Ling, Her final decision, however, was precipitated by
pressure from outside. The formidable Turkish Khan Mo-Ch'o (3¥k §)
demanded for the hand of his daughter an Imperial Prince. ‘The arrival of
Wu Ch'eng-Ssu's son Yen-Hsiu (J&€ 35) threw him into an outburst of fury.
“What had he to do with a snember of the Louse of Wu'’, he cried,* who had
no claim to be the son of an Emperor?” and in a highly insolent letter he
announced his intention of marching over the borders as the saviour of the
house of Li. The arrival of his army, to which little efective resistance was
offered, secured immediate results. The Imperind Successor begged to make
way for his brother, the Prince of Lu Ling was established as Heir Apparent,
and Wu ClVeng-8su, foiled of his ambition, died, 1t 1s saad, of mortification.
The Heir Apparent was immediately ordered to counter the threat of Mo

P See Asia Major, New Scrie#, Vol. I, pp. 53—-72. The MB5. of this second part of
the paper included notes only down to p. 4u. No further notes have been added by
the Editers.
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Ch'e by recruiting troops in Ho Pei ({if At). Hitherto the response had
been negligible, but so potent was the name of Li that some 50,000 rallied
to his standard within a few days. The Empress deemed it advisable that
he should relinquish his duties to Ti Jen-Chieh; but by this time Mo-Ch'o
had dene his work, and was withdrawing his forces, He now returned,
ravaging the country as he went, and ineffectually pursued by Jen-Chiceh,
from an expedition which did much to increase his prestige among the
neighbouring tribes and his contempt for the Middie Kingdom.

The same time marked the rise of two new court favourites. Chang
I-Chih (3% £} ) and his brother Ch’ang-Tsung (& £%), originally singing
boys and distinguished only for their personal beauty, now became the
inseparable companions of the Empress, who not conteat with giving them
appointments in the Palace Guard, in 698 created for their benefit a new
Directorate, the K‘ung-Hao Chien (#2 #§ 8 ). In the following year I-Chih
was appointed director, and Ch’ang-"Tsung and several of their friends to
mpembership of their inner circle as Nei Kung Feng () 4t &), or Officers
with Privileged Access to the Inner Palace, through whose agency more and
more official business came to be transacted, In 700 Wu San-Ssu retired
from the political scene. He realised that the health of the Empress was
failing, and that with her death the favourites would fall. Meantime he was
content to render his homage, but from a safe distance. Other members of
the court were not so shrewd, and when Ti Jen-Chieh, the only minister
ever to enjoy the Empress’ complete trust, died at the end of the same year,
and the brothers now seemed all powerful, sides were conclusively joined.

For the next four years every attempt wus made to remove the brothers.
They were accused of bribery, of forcing citizens to sell them land, and
finatly of treason. In 704 this last charge seeined definitely to have been
established against Ch'ang-Tsung. He was arraigned before the Censor's
Tribunal, the Empress had agreed te the trial, but at the last moment
a eunuch was sent with the order for his release. By the beginning of the
next year the Empress, greatly weakened by illness, would admit no one but
the two brothers to her side. "The veteran chief minister Chang Chien-Chih
(% W& 22) with four of his colleagues now planned the assassination of the
brothers and the removal of the Empress. The Heir Apparent was summoned,
the aid of a section of the Palace Guard enlisted, and the plan worked
smoothly, But in their fury against the two brothers, the conspirators had
overlooked two other persons; one was the Private Secretary to the Empress
Shang-Kuan Wan-Erh (L & 8 5.). the other Wu San-Ssu.

Chung Tsung now restored to the throne after more than twenty years
had spent the greater part of his life in the company of women and servants,
and was entirely dominated by his wife, the lady Wei (% L), and by his
younger daughter the An-Lo Princess (& 9% 23 =£). Chang Chien-Chih
and his followers were therefore dismayed to find that in official business
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they again had to reckon with an Empress, also supported by a Buddhist
Priest, the Turk Hui-Fan (X #fi), yet obstinately refused to consider the
warnings given to them of the danger of permitting the existence of Wu
San-8su, who at once made the most of his opportunities. Shang-Kuan
Wan-Erh, the granddaughter of Shang-Kuan [ (L ‘® 38) had on the
execution of her father and grandfather been brought up as a slave in the
Inner Palace, where she had achieved a remarkable literary education. Her
knowledge of history, and talent for the writing of verse had roused the
admiration of the Empress Wu, who had admitted her increasingly to her
confidence and in the last ten years of her reign even allowed her to decide
upon many of the memorials submitted by her ministers. After the enforced
abdication of the Bmpress Wu, Wan-Erh put her administrative experience
at the disposal of the Empress Wei, and was at once given sole charge of the
Imperial Edicts. Wu San-Ssu now selected her as his instrument. Having
procured her favours, he arranged first for the marriage of his son to the
An-Lo Princess, then for his introduction to the Empress: and within a few
months of the restoration Chang Chien-Chil and his colleagues were
simply executing San-Ssu's orders. Inevitably neither side could remain
content with such a situation. After the unavailing protests of Chang Chieh-
Chih, a large official deputation, headed by Ching Hui (# i) demanded
the dismissal of the Wu family, and was ignored, ‘T'o this San-Ssu, on the
advice of a renegade official, 'U's’ui Shih (3 {i£) replicd with more subtiety.
At his request, Chang Chien-Chib, Chung Fui and their three principal
supporters received the titles of Prince and at the same time were relieved
of their administrative duties. ‘Two of the new Princes retired at once to the
provinces, whither the other three were forced to follow at the beginning of
the next year. Even here they were pursued by the standerous accusations of
San-8su and his agents; and after further degradations the five restorers of
the house of Li suffered the extreme penaliy for the offence of treason.
Meantime San-Ssu and Shang-1{uan Wan-Erh, now raised to an
honourable position in the Imperial Harem, were doing their utmost to
continue the administration of the Empress Wu., Wu partisans were re-
called, the period of military service in the militia was reduced, and the
system of supernumcrary appointments greatly extended. From these the
class that derived the most bencfit was the cunuchs; for, after alt the
established positions were filled, supernumerary appointments were found
for almost a thousand persons.! No doubt the majority of these no longer

! See Chiv T ang Shu, Chung Tsung Pen Chi, Shen Lung Erl Nien San Yieh.
(Fp 57 2 AL b B 28 = A), Vol I, p. 70; and T’ung Chien, Vol. 111, p. 275.

A section of a letter addressed by a minor provincial official to the newly returned
chief minister Wei Yian-Chuny (ﬁ I FF}, and complaining of the appointment of
these eunuchs, is quated in the T'ang Hui Yao, Vol. IT, p. 1132. See also Chiu T ang
Shu, Li To-Tso (£ % m—i) Chuan, section 109, Vol, I, p. 1007,
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served in the Inner Palace. For by now Shang-Kuan Wan-Erh, the Em-
peror’s sister the T'ai-P'ing Princess (& ZB 4% =), and his two daughters
the Ch'ang-Ning (J& ) and An-Lo Princesses were all established in their
own palaces, with their own official retinues, from which they dispensed
for a consideration favours to a horde of officials, each desiring preferment
for himself and the ¢limination of his opponents, The An-Lo Princess was
especiully notorious for her open sale of justice and of official advancement.
She issued her own edicts, and concealing their content, took them to her
father to sign. In one case only was the signature refused. For on the
advice of San-3su she requested that the Heir Apparent be set aside in her
favour. But though the request was disallowed, she suffered no rebuke.
San-Ssu having replaced the “five Princes” with his own adherents and
withdrawn after his prudent fashion from official life, saw in the Heir
Apparent the only obstacte in the way of his ambition of restoring the house
of Wu. His son was now the principal member of the Heir Apparent’s
household, and he through his usual channels made every effort to secure
the succession for his daughter-in-taw. Fears for his safety drove the Heir
Apparent to violent action. In 707 with the help of certain officers of the
Palace Guard, and under the authority of a forged edict, he had San-8su
and his son assassinated, and with his troops marched upon the palace in
search of Shang-Kuan Wan-Erh.? She with the Emperor, the Empress, and
the An-Lo Princess fled to the upper chamber of a pavition, before which
the rebels, faced with resistance from loyal guards, were cailed to a tem-

. porary halt. The prompt action of the eunuch Yang Ssu-Hsii (4 18 §h),

whe cut down the leading rebel officer, destroyed their already weakened
morale, and in answer to an appeat from the Emperor, they turned upon
their leaders and slew them, The Heir Apparent himself escaped with a few
followers, at whose hands he seon met his death, while Yang Ssu-11si was
rewarded by a high honorific title and promation to the office of Nei Ch’ang
Shih () % {%) as Deputy Chief of the Nei Shih Sheng.

Since the accession of Kao Tsung (@ #7%) the financial position of the
Empire had steadily deteriorated. It is true that the population had in the
last fifty years risen rapidly, from 3,800,000 houscholds in 652, to 6,150,000
in 705, but so had the number of fugitives from the land, or at least from
the tax-collector. The expenditure incurred by the maintenance of an evér-
growing number of officials, by constant frontier campaigns, and by
extravagant schemes of building had to be met from a slowly diminishing
revenue, while the recent debasement of the copper currency had caused
a confusion with which the officials seemed powerless to deal. As yet,

L The most detailed account of this incident is to be found in the T'ung Chien,
Vol. 111, pp. 2478-9. See also Chiu T"ang Shu, Chieh Min T'ai ‘T'zu Ch’ung Tsun

(Ol B <k ~F T {#) Chuan, section 86, Vol.. I, p. 853.
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however, the position had not proved o be seriously embarrassing, for by
drawing upon the stocks of grain in the Emergency and Price-controlled
Granaries the officials of the Revenue Bourd had been able to satisfy the
demands made upon them. Now they were beginning to find that even
these resources, so far from being inexhaustible, were almost depleted.
Yet Chung Tsung, from whom considerable economies should have been
expected, sat and signed away the Imperial revenue with complete irrespon-
sibility. The granting of u Shih Feng (B }J)! or feoff producing revenue
meant in fact the diversion of the major part of taxes paid by a stated
number of households from the state to the beneficiary. In other times the
granting of feoffs was naturally rare; their recipients were either members
of the Imperial Family, or persons who had rendered outstanding service,
and their total number lay between twenty and thirty. But in 705 alone the
Emperor assigned to u few individuais the revenue of nearly forty thousand
households, and as his generosity continued, criticisms soon began to flow
in. In 708 the Imperial Commissioner for the 1o Nan region (] %)
reported that more than one hundred and forty persons absorbed the
revenue of fifty-four prefectures; that the "ai-P'ing and An-Lo Princesses
selected the houscholds containing the largest number of adult males and
living on the riclhest land; and that the hardships imposed upon these
households by their personal tax gatherers were so great as to accelerate
markedly the flight from the land. A few months later a former head of the
Treasury, Wei Ssu-Li (&L %) 31) estimated that more than 600,000 persons
were paying taxes to feoff holders, and that of the cloth-tax more went 1o
private persons than to the Treasury. The expenditure on Buddhist temples
and monasteries, great in the time of the Empress Wu, was now colossal.
From 706 onwards the Emperor received and ignored a steady stream of
complaints. The Buddhists, their opponents asserted, enjoyed more than
seven-tenths of the resources of the Empire, a million cash were Aung away
upon a single building, and the people were groaning under the enforced
duties of transporting quantities of wood and stone for new and unwanted
temples. In 707 the Emperor despatched a number of envoys (it is not stated
that they were eunuchs) to the rivers Chiang and Huai (T HE) to ransom

! Persons helding o Shih Feng of & stated number of households were said to be
in possession of these acrual households G & ). This meant that holders of Shih
Feng were empowered to collect the raxes—at this time the cloth tax, and two-thirds of
the grain tax, the other third guing to the state—from their households, each of which
should consist of a minimum of three adult maies, through their own agents, [t was at
this time suggested that ull such taxes should be collected by the regular officials, and
that the holders of Shih Feng should receive their incomes from the Treasu ry; but this
suggestion was not adopted. See Tang Hui Yao edict of Ching-Lung Erl Nien Chiu
Yiich, Vol IIT, p. 1642—4.

See also des Rotours, Traité des Fonctionnaires, Vol. 1, p- 50.
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the fish,® which provided the riverside inhabitants with their livelihood.
The minister Li T (Z* %) in vain protested against such misplaced charity,
and the ransoming of living creatures scon became one of the main per-
quisites of the eunuchs,

Freed from the restraining influence of Wu San-Ssu, the Imperial
ladies vied with one another in lavish expenditure, and in the sale of offices
and admission to the Buddhist priesthood to pay for their extravagances,
They were also carcful to insert their own partisans into influential positions
and to protect their interests. In 707 the eunuch Hsieh Ssu-Chien? (B¥ A
fifi), a creature of the An-l.o Princess, through whom he had gained the
unheard-of position of Grand General of the Guard of Surveillance of
Gates of the Lefe {F 8 M -k W HL) was charged by the censors with
abuse of office, and his execution demanded. The suit was promptiy stopped
by orders of the Chief Censor Tou Ts’ung-1 (# & —).2 For the days had
gone when a eunuch could be slighted with impunity, and it was said that
any beardless man arraigned before the Chief Censor was sure of an
1 Bec Chiu ‘I"ang Shu, Li I Chuan, section 101, Vol. L1, p. 953: and T"ung Chien,
Yol. 11, pp. 2480—t. The fish were to be bought from Jocal stocks of government
gouds. No more is heard of this practice until the reign of Hsiiun Tsung, when the
runspming of living creatures is mentioned as a type of mission upoen which eunuchs
were commonly employed, and from which they drew an henorarium of never less than
one thousand strings of cush. See Chiu T'ang Shu, Kao Li-Shik: Chuan, section 184,
Vol. IT, p. 1488.

* The name Hsich Ssu-Chien is uncertain. The same eunuch appears variously as
Hsieh Chien (§ fiff), (see T'ung Chien and T'se Fu Yiian Kuei, op. cit., and Hsin
"I"ang Shu, Chung Tsung Shu Jen Wei Shih (7 52 HE A ﬁ §K) Chuan, section 76)
us Hsieh Ssu-Chien (see ‘’ung Chien, Vol. 111, p. 2491) and Hsieh Ch’ung-Chien
(2% fifi), (see Chiu T"ang Shu, Chung Tsung Shu Jen Wei Shih Chuan), section s1,
Vol. I, p. 640. Of the three variants the lust, which is properly the name of the second
son of the 1"ai-F’ing princess, is inadmissible.

! See T'ung Chien, Vol, III, p. 2460, and Ts'e Fu Yian Kuei, section st5s,
pp. 11a2/b. The T ang Hui-Yao, section 61, p. 1070, gives the following version of this
incident. “'In this year (707) Wei Ch'uan-Kung (8 ffl 53}, a Censor of the Outer
Court of Enquiries, aceused Fu Hsin-1 (i {2 #), a deputy chief of the Nei Shih
Sheng, of abuse of office.” “The deputy chief Fu,” said Tou Huai-Cheng (ﬁ 1 gy,
“is deeply in the confidence of the An-Lo Princess. His influence is very great, and his
words can make or mar, How can you bring this accusation?” *“The collapse of royal
discipline and the decline of the way of Chiin-"Tzu (F :j'-) are entirely due to the
usurpations of these creatures”, replied Chuan-Kung. “If 1 could get him put 1a death
one day, I should not in the least mind undergoing execution the next.” This version
is repeated in the biographies of Tou Huai-Cheng in the Chiu T'ang Shu, section 183,
Vol. I, p. 1477, énd in the Hsin T'ang Shu, section 109, According to his biographers
Tou Huai-Cheng changed his name to Ts’ung-I to avoid the taboo name, Hstian-
Cheng (% V), of the father of the Empress Wei, He also stood deeply in awe of
powerful eunuchs “and whenever he investigated 2 case in which a beardless man was
ipvolved, would pervert justice in order to meet him",
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acquittal. Nor was it to be expected that the men who purchased official
preferment from the Princesses, many of them wealthy and illiterate
merchants, would discharge their duties with any marked aense of responsi-
bility. Venality and incompetence brought the burcaucracy into ever-
increasing disrepute. The Selection exarmination degenerated into a farce.
Qfficial vacancies were sold three times over; on one occasion the father of
the examiner Ts‘ui Shih accepted bribes from alf the candidates. Provincial
officials, against whom the door of promotion was closed, received their
orders from the servants of the great feoff-holders, and all the time super-
numerary appointments conferred by the “black-ink decrees” of the
Imperial ladies were showered forth until the capital swarmed with their
recipients. These with the Censors and the Chief Ministers were derided
by the populace under the designation San Wu Tso Ch'u (= $ig 4% ),
“the Three without a place to sit on™.

Indeed by 709 all semblance of order seemed to have vanished. An
open feud raged between the An-Lo and'I"ai P'ing Princesses; the Empress
Wet's pessonal guard far outnumbered that of the Emperor, and the leading
chief minister Tsung Ch'u-K'o (5= 3¢ %) was her nominee. To add to the
disaffection of the populace, a shortage in the Metropolitan Area increased
the price of grain, and in spite of ministerial entreaties Chung Tsung,
urged by his Empress, refused to move the court to the Eastern Capital.
To supply the quantity of grain necessary for its maintenance, the people’s
ploughing oxen were commundeered, and the heavy work of transport in
mid-winter killed eight or nine out of every ten. Accusations inevitably
followed. Tlhe treasonable intentions of the Empress and Tsung Ch’u K’
were denounced to the Lmperor, whose suspicions were at last aroused.
But before he could institute enquirics, he was removed by poison
administered by his wife and his younger daughter. To prevent an
immediate uprising the Emperor’s death was at first carefully concealed.
Fifty thousand troops were garrisoned in the capital, and the eunuch Hsieh
Ssu Chien despatched with a smalt force to keep watch on the third son of
Chung I'sung, the prince Ch'ung-Fu (i By), who had ou the Empress’
orders been exiled some three years before. The activities of the Prince Li
Lung-Chi (Zﬁ & ﬂ.}, who through the agency of two personal slaves, Li
Shou-Te {#% 5F §#f) and the Corean Wang Mao-Chung (F £ 4) was
suborniag certain of the palace guards, apparently passed unnoticed, The
succession was now being planned by the Tai-1"ing Princess and Shang-
Kuan Wan-Erh, who proposed that the youngest of Chung Tsung’s sons,
the Prince Ch'ung-Mau (i ), still a mere child, should be placed upon
the throne, the regency to be in the hunds of the Empress Wei, assisted by
her brother-in-law, the future Jui T'sung, now known as Tan Prince of
Hsiang (#] & H). Despite the protest of Tsung Ch'u-K’o these proposals
were adopted. Tsung Ch’u-K'o, however, plotted secretly with the Empress
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the removal of the young Emperor, the T'ai-P'ing Princess and the Prince
of Hsiang, and this was revealed to Li Lung Chi by one of the Empress’
adherents, who urged him to lose no time in forestalling it. The resulting
coup d’état of the early months of 710 was completely successful, The Wei
family and their adherents were exterminated, not even the lifc of Shang-
Kuan Wan-Erh, who produced documentary proof of her innocence, was
spared, and through the mediation of the T ai P'ing Princess the younger
emperor renounced his throne in favour of the reluctant Prince of Hsiang,
with his second son Li Lung Chi as Heir Apparent,

With the accession of Jui Tsung it might well have seemed that a new
era had begun. The direction of affairs was in the capable hands of Sung
Ching (% ) and Yao Yian-Chih (B 3¢ 22), who at once set to work to
restore order within the bureaucracy. At their request the supernumerary
and irregularly appointed officials were dismissed, and they personally
directed the Selection Examinations for both civil and military officers.
As an example of the change of temper, a certain eunuch, Yen Hsing-Kuef!
(43 B $), described as a P’in Kuan (& ‘B), requested some favour of
the sub-prefect of Ch'ang-An Hsien (& & % f), Li Chao-Yin(Z* & i),
who had him thrown into prison. On hearing of this, the Emperor not
merely summoned Chao-Yin and thanked him in person, but at a special
public ceremony, and in an address in which he deplored the tendency of
eunuchs to usurp power in an indulgent age, extalied the services of Chao-
Yin and rewarded him with promotion and a gift of silk.? Yet there were still
grave dangers, which those who spoke optimisticalty of a return to the

! See¢ Chiu T"ang Shu, Chung Tsung Shu Jen Wei Shih Chuan, section 51, p. 640,
and T'ung Chien, Vol. IT], p. 2491.

! “When Chao-Yin had been promoted to be sub-prefect of Ch'ang-An
(& & ‘ﬁ‘-), a certain eunuch Lo {|&]) Hsing-Kuei came 1o the sub-prefecture to ask
a favour, whereupon Chao-Yin had him thrown out. When the news reached Jui
Tsung, he exclaimed with pleasure, summoned Chao-Yin 1o court and thanked him,
saying, “If as head of a sub-prefecture of the capital, you can do so well, whut more
have I to worry me?” e then issued a decree which ran ** . _ . The sub-prefect of
Ch'ang-An Ifsien, Li Chzo-Yin is of unflinching character and perfect integrity,
widely known for his excellent administration, and much praised for his ability.
Recently when a ™in Kuan entered the sub-prefecture, and committed an offence
against the regulations, he was able 1o rebuke him in accordance with the rules and
arreign him in accordance with his offence. Now in reading the records of the past, it
has been my constant regret to observe how the race of eunuchs often acquire influence
and in kind and indulgent eras inevitably usurp power. It is upon this man thut 1 rely
to assist me in my desire to correct the errors of the past and to search for law and
order . . ." Chiu T'ang Shu, Li Chao-Yin Chuan, section 100, Vol I1, p. 949. See also
T'ung Chien, Val. 111, p, z498.

In the Ssu Pu Pei Yao edition of the T"uny Chien the name of the eunuch is also
given as Lit, but in the Zoku Kokuyaku Kambun Taisei edition as Yen.
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glories of the Cheng-Kuan ( f{ ¥}) period blindly ignored. A common fear
of the Empress Wei had momentarily united the Heir Apparent and his
aunt the T’4i-1"ing Princess. The princess exerted a strong intluence over
her brother, and no longer scrupled 1o get rid of her nephew new that he
had served his purpose. She had a targe following, increased by a number
of the Empress Wei's adherents who had escaped the recent massacre; she
fitled the Eastern Palace with her spies, and through her agents begun to
excite the Emperor’s suspictons against his Heir. At the beginning of 711,
Sung Ching and Yao Yuan-Chih requested that the Princess and the Ileir
Apparent’s brothers be removed from the capital and the Heir Apparent be
appointed to supervise the government. But no sooner had the order been
given than the Heir Apparent through fear of reprisals accused the two
ministers of attempting to create differences between his relatives and
himself, and both were exiled. With the recall of the Princess, their good
work was speedily undone. The chief posts were occupiced by her nominees,
the supernumerary officials were reinstated, ¢ven the Turkish priest
Hui-Fan reappuared as a court favourite. “When Yao and Sung were in
power” ran the popular saying, “‘justice prevailed over injustice, with the
T*ai-P’ing Princess in power, injustice prevails over justice™. At last in the
eighth month of 712, Jui T'sung abdicated in favour of his son, who thus
succeeded to an empire still under female domination. But theugh he had no
doubt of the ultimate intentions of his aunt, he was not yet prepared to take

any steps, and again permitted the exile of ministers who openly warned him

against her. At the beginning of 713 five out of the seven chief ministers
were partisans of the princess, and with them and Hui-Fan she was plan-
ning the Emperor’s removal. e was kept informed by his confidential
agent Wang Chii (F 3&) and it was not untit the seventh month, when he
was warned that the matter was urgent and received the signal from the
former chief minister Chang Yiich (32 @), that he gave his orders to Wang
Mao-Chung and other faithful servitors, including the eunuch Kao Li-
Shih (# 7 7). These did their work thoroughly, and with the T'ai P'ing
Princess died the last vestige of the influence of the Empress Wu.
Hitherto eunuchs have appeared oaly as isolated figures, dependent
for their authority upon their patrons. Though in the reign of Chung Tsung
they inercased both in numbers and in authority, they were stil dispersed
through the houscholds of rival members of the Imperor's and more
particularly the Lmpress' families, and there are no indications that the
Nei-8hih Sheng had begun to change from a corps of domestic servants
into a political organisation. This change required a eunuch who should
possess the confidence of the Emperor himself and with it exceptional tact,
determination, and organizing ability. On the accession of Hsiian Tsung,
such a cunuch appeared in the person of Kao Li-Stuh. Li-Shih was
born of a Kuang-tung family of the name of Feng (i), and presented to
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the Empress Wu in 698. He was adopted by a evnuch Kao Yen-Fu (# 3E 78)
and hia wife, whose family name he assumed, and, on expulsion from the
palace for some minor misdemeanour, passed first into the service of Wu
San-Ssu, then into that of Li Lung-Chi, to whom he seems to have become
confidential secretary. In 712 he occupied the position of Secretary of the
Nei-Shih Sheng (Nei Chi-Shih B #5 #) and was already acting as inter-
mediary between the Emperor and Chang Yiieh. The part which he played
in the liquidation of the T'ai-P'ing Princess and her followers was con-
spicuous, and for his services he was rewarded with the titles of General of
the Guard for Surveillance of Gates of the Right (Yu Chien Men Wei
Chiang Chiin 7 8 P % #% BL) and Chargé d’Affaires of the Nei Shih
Sheng (Chih Nei Shibh Sheng Shih 41 M {3 44 H). The ambition of Li-
Shih was to surround the Emperor with a eunuch secretariat, through
whose agency all transactions between him and his ministers should be
conducted, and in this project Hsian Tsung, who preferred to reserve his
personal decision for the highest affairs of state, seemed content to concur,
At the end of 713 Yao Yiian-Chih was recalled to the office of Chief Minister
and his nival Chang Yiieh disappeared into provincial exile, One of Yuan-
Chal’s earliest requests was that secretaries and lower officials be appointed
by senjority. T'o this the Emperor paid no attention, and even when the
words were reiterated, gave no reply, When Yuan-Chih in apprehension
left the court and the others were dismissed, L.i-Shih ventured to reproach
his master. “Your majesty has but newly assumed the direction of affairs”,
he said, “and to any request by a chief minister, you should directly grant or
withhold your permission. Why do you refuse completely to consider it?"
“We have entrusted our government to Yuan-Chih”, replied the Emperor,
“and on matters of importance we will certainly listen to his requests, and
discuss them with him. But secretaries are of too low a rank for him to
trouble us with such details.” When Li-Shih conveyed the Imperial wishes
to the ministers in the Chung-Shu Sheng, he reported the Emperor’s words
to Yuan-Chih, and so relieved his anxiety. '

This incident shows that Li-Shih enjoyed from the beginning of
Hsiian 'I'sung’s reign the unquestioned right to attend even the highest
state councils and had the privilege of reporting the Imperial decisions to
the chief ministers after the council was ended. It was not long before he
and his colleagues became the arbiters of oflicial promotion and decided
minor matters of policy upon their own initiative. But before "Li-Shih
could extend to these colleagues the privileges he possessed himself, there
were still many things to be done. For their authority the majority of
eunuchs depended upon the supernumerary appointments conferred by
Chung Tsung and his wife and daughters. Yao Yuan-Chih in his previous
tenure of the chief ministership had abolished these appointments, and
since they had been almost immediately restored, would certainly attempt
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to do so again. In the fifth month of 714 the edict forbidding the conferment
of supernumerary appointments was duly issued, but an exception was made
in favour of the Nei-Shih Sheng. It was also important that the eunuchs
should retain some military authority., I.i-Shih himself held a inilitary
command, but he was not a soldier by temperament, and was already too
much occupied. This duty, therefore, was entrusted to his elder colleague
Yang Ssu-Hsii, who in the coup-d'état that removed the Empress Wei had
increased a reputation founded in the palace revolt of 707. Upon Ssu-Hsii,
who already held the position of Deputy Chief of the Nei Shih Sheng (Nei
Ch’ang Shih P % %), was conferred also the title of General of the
Guard of Surveillance of Gates of the Right, an office which his brutal
courage and rigid enforcement of disciptine well qualified him to All.

The loss of the works of Yao Yiian-Chib and of his successor Sung
Ching makes it impossible to determine the part played by ecunuchs in the
dircetion of aflairs during the next lall-dozen years. But the bitter antipathy
towards Buddbhism of the one and the rigid conservatism of the other can
hardly bave made for cordial refations. The growing influence of Wang
Mauo-Chung, now a grand gencral, and director of the horse pastures and
stables both in the capital and the provinces filled 1.i-Shih and Ssu-FHsii
with apprehension. But in 720 the attempt of Sung Chung to recall debased
currency excited such resentment that he was removed to an honourable
retirement, and after the death of Yao Yiian-Chih in the following year,
Li-8hib’s former friend Chang Yieh was recalled to the office of chief
minister. The policy of both Yao Yuan-Chih and Sung Ching, markedly
different as they were in temperament, had been cssentially reactionary,
The aim of the one was to return to the spirit, of the other to the forms of
government of the Cheng-Kuan period. But though Yiian-Chih had done
his utmost to remedy the worst abuses of Chung Tsung, though he had
reduced the Buddbists to isolated communities unable to build new
monasteries or even to repair without official permit those that they re-
tained, though he had restocked the Lmergency Granaries, and done his
best to inculcate in the Emperor the need for frugality, though Ching had
restored the constitutional rights of the Kung Feng Kuan and attempted,
though without success, a solution of the currency problem, neither fully
appreciated that the methods of T'ai Tsung were no longer applicuble to
the enormously expanded empire of the period K'ai-Yiian (B 30). The
idea of a burcaucracy, each competent member of which was capable of
being maved to any post at any time, was workable only in a comparatively
sinall state and under the supervision of a man of exceptional vigour and
ability, There now began to arise the demand for specialists, each of whom
should be retained in his office long enough to become minutely acquainted
with its peculiar problems, and endowed with sufficient responsibility to
be able to discharge his duties without the cumbersome delay of constant
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applications to higher authority. As the first need of the empire was a
sufficient annual revenue, these specialists naturally first appeared in the
Treasury Departments,

The first of these specialists had already appeared in the person of Yang
Ch’ung-Li (4% & W), a Vice-President of the Imperial Treasury (T*ai Fu
Shao Ch'ing & R 22 Jll). To Ch'ung-Li fell the task of checking and
disposing of the vast quantities of money and goods paid yearly into the
Treasury, a duty which he continued to perform with undiminished
assiduity for some twenty years. But as no effective methods had ever been
taken against the tax-evaders, especially the large number who squatted
upon unregistered land, the amount of these annual returns was already
causing anxiety: and Ch'ung-Li required a colleague who would conduct
a thorough investigation into the methods of tax collection. At the beginning
of 721, the Censor Yii-Wen Jung (5 L) requested permission to
examine the cases of the squatters. Jung, who was atleged to have owed his
promotion to Kao Li-Shih, enjoyed the patronage of the chief minister
Yian Ch’ien-Yao (#f %£ M), and his request was allowed. At once an edict
was issued compelling all squatters on pain of banishment to the frontier
eicher to register with the local officials or to return to the places of their
origins within a period of a hundred days. Jung and his assistants then
ranged through the Empire to enforce this decree. Each adult male on
registration was forced to pay a sum of fifteen hundred cash and granted
tax exemption for six years. In all more than 800,000 households were
added 1o the official register and land in proportion. There can be little
doubt that, though Jung was mnainly concerned to make the existing
legistation work in a reasonably equitable way, he was not slow to exploit
the personal advantages gained as the author of a system which brought
immediately a very large sum of money into the Treasury, and would
ensure a considerable increase in the revenue for the future. To the pro-
vincial officials Jung's immediate subordinates, the local Commissioners
for the Promotion of Agricutture (Ch'ian-Nung Shih #) & ), were now
far more formidable figures than the remote Grand Imperial Secretariat; it
was to these Commissioners that they submitted their first reports, and it is
to be feared that excess of zeal or desire for rapid promotion led some of
them to exaggerate their figures and to include previously registered house-
holds among the number of newly registered squatters. The emergence of
the expert had indeed placed the central authorities in a humiliating “posi-
tion. The Grand Imperial Secretariat was reduced to accepting official
reports through the agency of Jung’s commissioners, the Department of
Affairs of State was forced to ratify whatever proposals were made to it
by Jung, and its dependant, the Revenue Board, was faced with the loss of
many of its duties and still more of its authority. The Board Officials now
represented Jung as a dangerous innovator, and dwelt upon the hardships
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" caused by his reforms, in answer to which Jung made a tour of the Empire,
and in each place dilated upon the Imperial generosity to the assembled
peasantry, who, he claimed, received his words with tears of gratitude.
The result was that when a full enquiry-was ordered into Jung’s methods
in 924, the only complaint came from u chief secretary of the Revenue
Board, who could adduce no new argument and was exited for his pains.
Within a few months Jung had stepped into his now vacant office, and at
once proposed to divers a portion of the newly forthcoming money to the
stocking of “‘Price-controlled Granaries”, and devised other means for the
protection of the Agricultural Class.

"The success of Yii-Wen Jung had aroused in no man more bitterness
than in the chief minister, Chang Yieh, who saw that if the three state
councils were not to become the instruments of upstart officials armed with
extraordinary powers, their members must be better informed, and their
operation made more speedy and flexible. ‘The chief source of delay was
probably in the Grand Emperial Sceretariat, which with a surprisingly
small and irregularly appointed staff Lad the huge task of drafting all
Imperial decrees. In the past neither T'ai Tsung nor Kae Tsung had
hesitated to consult upon the matter of their decrees eminent scholars
loosely attached either to the Secretariat or 1o the Imperial Chancellery,
and this precedent was followed upon Lis accession by Hsiian TSuﬁg. In
717 these was established in the Ch'ien Yitan Tien (#£ JU B&) at Lo-Yang
a special library for the collection and classification of books in danger of
being lost. This fibrary, whose staff was soon increased and held offices tn
bath capitals, develaped by 725 into the Chi Hsien Tien Shu Yian {3 B
M o@F [52), or “Library of the Palace where the Suges Assemble”, Under the
presidency of Chang Yiieh himself and linked te the Emperor by 4 eunuch
with the title of Ya Yian Chuag Shih (#]! B2 v {H), Imperial Commissiener
employed as Keeper of the Library, and responsible for altl communications
between it and 1siian Tsung, the Chi Ilsien Yiizn held farge and ill-defined
advisary powers, and was able to relieve the minor officials of the lmperial
Secretariat of much urgent business. Originally the Cheng Shih T'ang
(¥ 3t #) or Grand Halt of Affairs of State, in which the chief minister
and heads of the threc state departments met for their deliberations, had
been in the offices of the Imperial Chancellery. In 683 it was moved to
those of the Imperial Secretariat, which thenceforward took precedence
over the othey two, Chang Yiieh in 723 had its name altered to that of the
Hall of the Grand Dinperial Secretariat and Imperial Chancellery, as a
means of putting an end to any rivalry between the two departments,
and behind it established five pancls from which the ministers could draw
expert advice on specialised subjects. Indeed Yiich was clearly determined
to forge from the three state departments an instrument which should
discharge under his direction the offices of government with efficiency and
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unquestioning obedience. Not only was a vice president of the Imperial
Secrctarat, who had refused to regard his duties to be limited to the
signing of any document put beforc him, dismissed to the provinces in 724,
but at the Feng and Shan (& F§) sacrifices celebrated at the end of 725,
the whole empire was left in no doubt that the members of the three depart-
ments were to be regarded as an official corps d’¢lite, To these only was
extended the rare privilege of participating in the cercmonies upon the
T’ai Shan (# 11}, and upon them extraordinary promotions and gifts were
bestowed when the sacrifices were concluded. To the resentment of the rest
of the official world Yiteh remained obstinately indifferent.

The time of the annual S¢lection Examination was now imminent, In
recent years this examination had been admirably conducted under the
presidency of one Wang Ch'iu (. ft), who in 724 had with a number of
other eminent officials been transferred to a prefecture in Shan-Tung, to
alleviate the distress caused by a prolonged drought. In a secret memorial
Jung now complained that since the departure of Ch'iu the examination
hud been mismanaged, and proposed that instead of the normal three
examiners from the Board of Officials, ten special examiners, including
himself, should be appointed to conduct the examination in the presence
of the Emperor himself, and that the Board of Officials should be entirely
excluded. In spite of protests the Emperor agreed to this change, but for
this year only. At the beginning of 726, Yieh suffered another and more
serious rebuff. His nomince for the appointment of Chief Censor was
rejected, and a protégé of Jung, Ts’ui Yin-Fu (% I iii}), was appointed in
his place. This man already bore a personal grudge against Yiieh, who had
previously rejected his claim to civil office on the grounds of illiteracy.
Yiich's position was now precarious. Not only was his conduct of his office
open to reproach, for he was avaricious and as notorious for his taking of
bribes as for his intolerance of opposition, but also Jung, whom he had
attempted to thwart in every way, enjoyed in addition te his great personal
influence the support of the Censorate, now commanded by his adherents
Ps’ui Yin-Fu and Li Lin-Fu (# #K {fj). Yet even to the warnings of his
devoted supporter Chang Chiu-Ling (i JL @), Yuch remained obstinately
deaf. ““What”, he retorted, ‘‘can those rats do to me?”

The rats, however, were by no means impotent. Within a couple of
months Yieh found himself impeached by Jung, Yin-Fu, and Lin-Fu for
having intreduced sorcerers and taken bribes, and was summoned to appear
before the Censorate for examination. Fhe charges, needless to say, were
abundantly proved when the Emperor sent Kao Li-Shih to visit Yiieh,
Li-Shih brought back a pitiable story. Yiieh, he said, was sitring on a rush
mat, eating from a commeon clay pot, and with his hair dishevelled and
his face begrimed, was awaiting in extreme trepidation the passing of his
sentence, Seeing that the Emperor ‘was moved to compassion, Li-Shih
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pressed home his advantage, and reminded him of Yieh's former services.
The Emperor was content to relieve Yich of his position of Chung-Shu
Ling (s} $F 4), President of the Grand Imperial Secretariac. His other
offices he retained as before. Such is the official account of the impeachment
of Chang Yiieh. But though Li-Shih is represented as having undertaken
his mission at the command of the Emperor, there can be little doubt that
this was a voluntary action of his own choosing. The eunuchs, in fact, had
now an influence sufficient to enable them to defy even the highest civil
authorities, and used this influence to reduce the power of these civil
authorities by playing off one faction against another. It is almost certain
that but for Li-Shih’s support Jung could never have obtained his present
position, and that 1i-Shih deliberately used Jung as a counter-weight to the
Chief Ministers, particularly to Chang Yiicly, but that le had no intention
of allowing Jung to drive Yiieh out of the field, and that therefore at the
critical moment he intervened upon Yiich's behalf,

The light sentence passed uvpon Yiich satisfied no one. 1lis enemies,
fearful that he would be recailed to high office, continued to bring against
him charges to which he and his supporters replied with equal vigour. At
the beginning of 727 the Emperor wearied of this party strife and dismissed
the principal members of both factions. Yiieh was relieved of his othcial
appointments and retired to the work of writing history. Jung was dismigscd
from the capital to the office of prefect of Wei Chou (1) in Ho Pei
() AL). But the scrvices of ncither were wasted for long. In the following
year Yiieh returned to the Chi-llsien Yiian and through the agency of Yin
Feng-Hsiang submitted to the Emperor his opinion on state atfairs of high
importance; while for Jung the new office of Commissioner of Waterways

for Ho Nan and Ho Pei was created, which he discharged while doing duty .

as prefect of Pien Chou (7 #H) with move profit, it was later alleged, to
himself than to the state. After somme cighteen months, the failure of the
two chief ministers to reach any agreement brought about their dismissai
and the appointment of Jung and I'¢i Kuang-"1"ing (3 € ). Jung, who
had boasted that if he could remain in office but a few months he would
solve all the governmental problems, at first fulblled all expectations by the
excellence of Lis appointments. 'The elderly Sung Ching was recalled to the
capital as vice-president of the Department of Affairs of State, and P'es
Yao-Ch’ing (28 ¥ UI), a prefectural governor of exceptional ability who had
specialized in the study of economic problems, was appointed a vice-
president of the Revenue Board. But Jung bad made too many enemies at
the capital; his attempt to get rid of a successful military commander
recoiled upon his own head and within a hundred days of his appointment
lie was dismissed to the provinces. The immediate effect of Jung’s disimissal
was a substantial drop in the revenue. ‘The Imperor at once summoned

P'ei Kuang-1"ing and asked what plans he had for muking good his
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deficiency. Kuang-T’ing had nothing to reply and to save his face had
charges of peculation brought against Jung, who was said to have embezzled
large sums of public money during his tenure of office in Pien Chou. For
these offences Jung was banished to the south and died on the way to his
place of exile. The official judgment upon Jung has been exceedingly harsh.
He is represented as the first of a long line of officials who by ruthless
taxation secured their own positions and contributed to the downfall of
the court by pandering to its luxury. In fact Jung did no more than render
workable a system of taxation which yeurs of neglect and maladministration
had brought near to ruin; and the hardships caused by his reforms to a few
were far outmatched by the benefits conferred upon the mass of the people.
This point is well made by the compiler of the T"ung 'T'ien, who asserts that
as a direct result of Jung’s measures the price of grain fell in the capital to
thirteen cash per peck and in the north-east to five cash per peck, that
thereafter no essential commodities were highly priced, and that travellers
found greater ease and security than ever before. Unfortunately Jung had
sliown what political power could be acquired by an able financier, and his
path was soon to be followed by others less scrupulous than himself.

The eunuchs, who had made no attempt to inteccede on behalf of
Jung, were at this time occupied in a private feud. Kao Li-Shih’s only rival
to Imperial favour was the Corean Wang Mao-Chung, and the earlier
antagonism between the two men has been afready noticed. In his ofhicial
career Mao-Chung had specialized in the breeding of livestock, and his
elevation in 713 to the two high offices of President of the Court of Imperial
Carriages (["ai P'u Cling K f ¥) and Imperial Commissioner charged
with the Direction of Horse Pastures and Stables in the Capital and
Provinces (Nei Wai Hsien Chiu Shih A A% B4 BE ) gave him complete
control of the provision of horses both for Imperial and Military use. He
discharged his duties with such ability that in twelve years he had aimost
doubled the number of horses under his control. The spectacular parade
which he organised at the time of the Feng and Shan sacrifices in 72§
earned him the reward of the highest honorary title and of a special eulogy
written at the Imperial order by Chang Yich. But though Mao-Chung’s
position was great, though he had gained ascendancy over his old associates
who now held high commands both in the Northern Armies and in the
Imperial Guards, and though he stood in such faveur that his daily presence
at court was demanded, he would not rest content untii the soldiers were as
much under his control as the horses he provided for their use. To this end
he arranged in 728 a marriage between his daughter and the son of the
senior officer of the Northern Armies, Ko Fu-Shun (# # Jift), who bore
the title of General of the Lung Wu armies (fii ik # BL). The imprudence
of this match was promptly pointed out to the Emperor by a Vice-President
of the Board of Officials, whose subsequent indiscretion, however, rendered
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his protest ineffective, Not only were the higher command of the Northern
Armies prepared to take their orders from Mao-Chung, but even senior
officers of the Palace Guards, including the section controlled by the
eunuchs, openly adhered to his party. Not content with this, Mao-Chung
requested in 729 the office of President of the War Board, and when this
was refused, made no attempt to conceal his indignation, Abecut the same
time he sent a demand for arms to the Directorate of Weapons of War
(Chiin-Chv'i Chien ¥ 3% §) newly established in the Northern Capital of
T'ai Yian Fu (Zk FLf§). As this demand was not accompanied by the
authority of an Imperial decree, the vice-prefect Yen T'ing-Chih (B #£ )
suspected some treasonable intent, and sent a secret report to the Emperor.
But thaugh its only immediate effect wus the transference of T*ing-Chili to
another prefecture, the rift between Mao-Chung and the Emperor had been
opened and the eunuchs who had long been obliged to tolerate Mao-
Chung’s insults, now awaited their apportunity. In the foliowing year a son
was born to Mao-Chung, and Li-Shih was sent by the Emperor to confer
upon the infant an office of the fifth grade. On his return the Emperor asked
whether Mao-Chung had been gratified. “All he replied”, answered the
eunuch, “was ‘Why shouldn’t the child be of the third grade?” ”, and seeing
the Emperor's indignation, he pressed home his advantage, “Unless quick
action is taken against these slaves,” he added, "“there witl be trouble”.
The Emperor remembering Ting Chib’s report was afraid that any action
might precipitate a revolt, and for the moment held his hand. But at the
beginning of 730 Mao-Chung and his adherents were dismissed and
banished, and the order for Mao-Chung's exccution soon foltowed. "The
elimination of Mao-Chung placed the eunuchs, and especially Li-Shih, in
an even stronger position. “With Li-Shih in control”, the Emperor is
reported to have said, “I can sleep in peace”, and from this time Li Shih
moved from his private residence to apartments in the Palace. '
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