HOYT CLEVELAND TILLMAN

Intellectuals and Officials in Action: Academies and

Granaries in Sung China

ince government officials assumed the prerogative to scrutinize all pub-

lic activity, a persistent issue in Chinese life and thought has been how
individuals might establish a meaningful arena for community action. Events
in China during the last several years have in fact highlighted this with great
clarity. In this paper I explore two of the most successful and famous
institutions established through the community action of Sung {g60-1279)
intellectuals. Academies and granaries were “middle level” institutions that
formed communities between the leve! of the family, on the one hand, and
that of governmental structures, on the other. Recent studies have shown
that there was a retrenchment in actual governmental control during the
wwelfth century that by default encouraged the elite to focus on local issues
and alliances because the central government no longer played as large a
role as it had during the eleventh century.' Such retrenchment also meant a
government withdrawal from close supervision of monasteries and cloisters;
therefore, there was more opportunity beyond the customary administrative
. scope of the state to develop lay Buddhist and Taoist associations.? These
interpretations can enrich our understanding of the environment in which
Sung intellectuals, especially Chu Hsi R 7% (1130- 1200), gave a particularly
Confucian imprint to local community institutions.

My own research suggests that current accounts of Chu Hsi as the
“fountainhead” of such Confucian institutions during the Sung need to be
qualified. I focus upon Chu Hsi’s first academy and first granary: the White
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Deer Grotto Academy (Pai-lu-tung shu-yiian E5 78 17 | BE) on Moun Lu g
L near N an-k'ang, Kiangsi; and the comm unity granary (she-ts’'ang ’E A& in
Ch'ung-an £ 2 county, Fukien. These two institutions have been the
subject of excellent scholarly studies in recent years that provide a base for
our further investigation and reflection.* The White Deer Academy had
flourished in the tenth and eleventh centuries, but had been abandoned for
almost a century. Thus Chu had to reesta

blish it, In both projects, others
perhaps played crucial roles that have not

been fully appreciated by modern
scholars. More might also need to be said about the role of official action in
these projects.

A preliminary word should be said about terins. There is not hecessarily
complete congruence between the modern rubric “intellectuals” and the
Sung category “literati” (shin - shifi-ta-fu T K K, or wenjen X A).
Nonetheless, it seems quite justifiable to discuss at least the leading thinkers
among the literati in terms of an intelligentsia. James T. C. Liu has explicitly
reserved the label “intellectuals™ for the more profound thinkers among the
literati, and I am following him on this point.* Similarly, Benjamin Schwartz
defends the appropriateness of using “intellectuals” to refer to many who
emerged from the shik stratum in ancient China, for they had complex and
problematic relationships to the sociopolitical order.?

In the case of academies, Chu Hsi was apparently influenced by Lii
Tsu-ch'ien & & 3% (1137-1181), probably Chu’s closest friend. While i
know of no place in Chu's writings where he explicitly admitted such a debt,

* Sce particularly: Richard von Glahn, “Community and Welfare: Zhu Xi's Community
Granary in Theory and Practice,” in Robert P. Hymes and Conrad M. Schirokauer, eds.,
Ordeving the World (Berkeley: U. of California P, forthcoming); Liang Keng-yao 3% 6§ %8
Nan-Sung te nung-is'un ching-chi MR A0 M R 2 (Taipei: Lien-ching, 1984), pp. 279—gg;
idem, “Nan-Sung te she-tsang” B8 5% 44 it B, in Shih-hsiich ping-tun B WP {July
1982}, pp. 1-33; Thonas H. C. Lee, “Chu Hsi, Academies and the Tradition of Private
Chiang-hsileh,” in Chinese Studies 9.1 {June 1984), pp. 301-2g; John W, Chaffee, “Chu Hsi in
Nan-k'ang: Tao-Astieh and the Politics of Education,” in Wm. Theodore de Bary and John W.
Chaffee, eds,, Neo-Confucian Education: The Formasive Stage (Berkeley: U. of California |
1989), pp. 414-31; Johin W. Chaffee, “Chu Hsi and the Revival of the White Deer Grotto
Academy, t179~81," in TP 7t (1985), pp. 40-61; Wing-isit Chan, “Chu Hsi and the
Academics,” in de Bary and Chaffee, eds., Neo-Confucian Education, PP- 389-413. On schools
and examinations generally, sce esp. John W. Chaffee, Thomny Gales of Learning in Sung China:
A Socal History of Examinations (Cambridge: Cambridge U.P., 1985); Thomas H. C. Lee,
Government Education and Examination in Sung China (Hong Kong: Chinese U. of Hong Koag
P., 1985); and Liu Tzu<chicn 8§ F 4%, Liang Sung shih yen-chiu hui-pien W 5 £ G % L ¥ -]
{Taipei: Lien-ching, 1g87), PP- 211-27.
¢ James T. C. Liv, Ching Turning Inwerd: Intellzciual-Political Changes in the Early Tuelfth
Century {Cambridge, Mass.: Harvard U., Council of E. Asian Studics, 1988).
® Benjamin I. Schwartz, The Wortd of Thought in Ancient Ching (Camnbridge, Mass.: Harvard
U.P., 1985), pp. 57-59.
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there is considerable circumstantial eviden“cc. First, Lu esmb:Sh;z t_if:il-;
studies (ching-she % &) and academi.es (shfc-yuan E.ﬁ) .before C u lh t.ﬂow
fact merely establishes the direction in Wl?lch. a possible mﬂ}lence n:g Sh‘l‘;
Second, despite being several years junior to Chu Hsi and Chang hn
B (1138-1180), Lii Tsu-ch’ien had become the rfnost renowned tefzc er
within the Tao-hsiieh i€ % (Learning of the Confucmﬂn Way) fello_wshlp,. or
community, by the 11705.* No one within the Tao-hsiieh fellowship dunng
the 11%0s appears to have been as widely respec.:ted as sch_olar, educator, an
statesman. He was the leading member of his generauon'l from-[hebm—mt
prestigious literati family of the eleventh and twelfth centuries. B_esnde_s e:tni
one of only thirty-four men during the S‘ung to pass the Erudite I;tel;at:e
(po-hsiieh hung-tz'u 1 5 2 3¥)) examination, he becnme. by the en$ o:’ "
1160s a professor in the university system. ?,mperox; Hsiao-tsung :K,u- 2
1162 - 1189) appointed him as one of two chief examiners for tlle 11'}7; ck n;
shih & 1+ examinations. A greater number of not‘able Tao-hsiieh thin eI:‘
were awarded degrees in this examination than in any other during t ::
Sung. Not counting the case of Lu Chiu-yiian BE JL ¥ (1139-1193), sevzd
Tao-hsiiech men who would be proscribed at the end of the cen.tury f:;r: d
their degrees at this time. Only one person who would later be 1dlent1 :e 2
an opponent of Tae-hsiieh earned his degree that yea.r. Such resu t.;we "
mere coincidence. Li’s literary acumen was exceptional. So goo wai e
recognition and memory of style that even though he had never $zatc‘s
Chiu-yiian and had previously read only a cou'ple o‘f the young candi e
pieces, Lii recognized Lu Chiu-yiian’s paper m’splte of the goveanmwere
safeguards to prevent the examiuers from knowing whose paper 1: c(};' rere
grading. So secure was Lii’s reputation tha.t he. eve.n announced ,IS 1Ises "
ery and was never penalized for favoritisx'n in violation of the smt;e s 1;u -
ensure an impartial grading system. Having ?md such a spectacu a;' |m}:s ir;
it is not surprising that students flocked to his door —even when et::ne "
mourning for his father. White Lii had as many as 300 students thal e 2
his academy in the 1170s, Chu had scarcely more t_han a han : ore
1179 when he took office in Nan-k’ang and established the White
Acadgir:::r; Chu’s well-known appreciation for the i‘mpc:rtance of teachuig,
his attention must have been drawn to his close frle'nd s succe.ss, and L-t::.
example must have been an inspiration. When Chu did set. up his first ma_}he
academy, he asked Lit to compose the record of the occasion; moreover,

8 Hoyt Cleveland Tillman, Confucian Discowrse and Chu Hsi's Ascendancy (Honolulu: U. of
Hawaii P, 1992), chaps. 4, 5.
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had Lii’s composition inscribed on stone at this White Deer Grotto Academy,

Third, Lii Tsu-ch'ien wrote a series of academy rules for students that
prefigured Chu Hsi’s. Chu's “Articles of Learning” for the White Deer
Grotto Academy near Nan-k’ang are the ones whose fame endured thrdugh
the ages to serve as a model for many future academies throughout China.’
As in the case of Chu’s rules, Lii had emphasized personal cultivation of
virtues that enriched personal spirituality and that promoted harmony
within the family and clan. For example, Lii set down as the basic rule for
students entering his academy in r168: “All those who participate in this
association must regard filial piety, fraternal affection, loyaity, and fidelity as
the foundation.” Although less attentive to, and less specific about, actual
practice than Lii’s, Chu's “Articles of Learning” echoed the ideals that Lii
had articulated a dozen years earlier,

Even though the academy rules of both educators concentrated on
training in ethical practice, it would surely be an overstatement to reduce
their teachings to ethical training and spiritual cultivation. For example, Lii
devoted so much time to historical, institutional, literary, and other practical
knowledge of use to students taking the civil service examinations, that
Chang Shih and Chu Hsi complained that Lii’s students flocked to him due
to their desire to advance their careers in government. Sharing their con-
cerns for practical affairs and government service, Lii wrote a number of
works designed to ease their entrance into, and understanding of, govern-
mental affairs. Compared with Lii, Chu was even more focused upon ethical
training and lowered much further the priority that Lii had given to teach-
ing history and institutions and also to preparing students for government
service. Nevertheless, how could anyone who had read widely in Chu’s
writings fail to be impressed with the breadth of his sense of what Confucian
learning included? Priorities about areas of that learning differed, however.

Both men clearly also sought to develop a sense of community among
their students. Here again, however, Lii gave more attention to the details of
structure and practice that would promote group consciousness. Within the
group, he designated such things as how students should behave toward one
another and how discussion sections should further explore topics upon
which students had taken notes from his lectures. Chu apparently consid-
ered such detailed rules on deportment and pedagogy to be more elemen-

* Chu Hsi 5K ¥, Hui-an hsien-shang Chu Wen-kung wen-chi ¥§ JE 55 4 5 3L 30 8 (Sppy
edn.; rpt. Taipei: Chung-hua, 1970) 74, pp. 16b- 17a; Wing-tsit Chan, “Chu Hsi and the
Academies,” pp. 397 -99.

® L8 Tsu-chien & il ¥, L Tung-lai hsien-sheng wen-chi = B 46 4 X 4 {Kuvo-hsteh
chi-pen ts’ung-shu edn.) 1o, PP- 247 - 49, especially p. 247.
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tary than needed by the kind of disciptes whom he sought“ for the acad.emy.
So central was the concern for building the Tao-hsueh' fellowship t?lat
Lii Tsu-ch’ien forbade his students from getting involved :wltim loc_al officials
or from association with people who were not of “our Tao iﬁ._ Thl? element
of exclusiveness complicated another of Lii’s' fundamental orlcntauons: Tl-u:»f
Lii family had a tradition of not restricting itself to 'one teacher or pom:l o
view, but rather drawing upon a variety of tcachmgs Fo the extent they
proved true and useful. Because of his dedication to building & senise of com;
munity among those associated with “our Ta,ot’ :.md “our faction ({ang ﬂg;
Lii himself undermined the somewhat pluralistic penchfmt that is notable
elsewhere in his words and deeds. Still his contemporaries aPpear to ha\’re
been far more receptive to his leading role within the T.ao-hstie.h l‘ellowsglp
than they were to Chu Hsi's assumption of the lefdershlp rolt? .m the dx 1808
and 1190s. The prestige of the Lii family and Li’'s own crudm?n an pleel:;
sonality account for much of this ditfc.:rence. Anotfmer reason for p;f)lz <
strong response to Lii was his flexibility and relative openness to div
1deazhu Hsi was, in part, striving to establish an aca::iemy as a comntlm;ty
with guidelines quite independent of the government's. In letters.to frlen. s,
Chu was straightforward about his aim to use the academy for mstruc.uug
students. He was explicit about the need fo‘r pedagogy that. emphasize
ethical training. Furthermore, he revealed his frustrations with the three
- state schools in the prefecture that devoted thet.nsel‘ves merel'y to Prepanngf
students for the government’s civil service examinations. During his toués o
state schools within his administrative area, Chu lectu I‘t:‘d students about :n(;
fucian ethical values and spiritual cultivation. To this end, he expoun er
upon the classics, especially the Great Learning an'd the Analects. Morleov'e ,
he instructed local teaching officials to repeat .hls lectures on the ¢ agssncsd.
Interjecting himself and his educational zfgenda into the state schools s:;‘:; !
a negative reaction among the teachers in charge t?lcre. At I.fzast one of th
educational officers at a government school com plmne‘d to L Tslu-c1‘1 ien “}
an effort to counteract Chu's interference. Upon hearing of the t(::nsuonf, I;lu
wrote cautioning Chu Hsi about encroaching .u.pon the prcroga.u:i/e:l 'o tw :
school preceptor. Responding to Lii's admonition, (.Jhu dcfenfle }lls (;l "
actions as not excessive at all. As Chu himself Sa\fl his ow‘n acn(-)ns. e ha
* peither infringed upon the duties of the instrucnflg official non don: la(:::zi
thing else beyond what he should have been doing as a concerne _

official *

9 Chu, Chu Wen-kung wen-chi 34, p 11b, Ggth letter to Lit.
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. 145
B.C.) had been a prefect in Szechwan, and his educational work there had

been traditionally credited with acculeurating the people to Confucian
learning. For example, Tu Fu # B (712-770) had praised one of his own
contemporaries: “And like the educator, prefect Wen Weng of Han, he too
exerted a great cultural influence,”' Using this analogy, Chu was thus con-
veying o his friend the urgency of his educational work in Nan-k’ang. This
analogy communicated readily to Lii Tsu-ch’ien and drew his focus back to
their shared cultural agenda. For example, in his historical account of the
academy and its rebuilding, Lii proclaimed that the academy was a response
to three challenges: competition from Buddhists and ‘Taoists; improving the
educational system; and the promotion of Confucian learning.”

The rebuilding of the academy still reveals how significant Chu Hsi's ties
to state action actually were. Chu secured resources to rebuild the academy
from the central government. Some modern scholars have focused upon
Chu’s complaints about the cenrral government’s allegedly lethargic respon-
siveness to his request.” In reality, the central government was so receptive
to his petition that even the construction of the buildings was completed
within less than a year after his initial request. Securing authorization and
funding took just over six months, and the actual construction was
completed in just under another six months. The academy opened in the
third month of 1180. Given the normal Pace in bureaucratic governments
for considering, approving, funding, and completing new building projects,
we could surmise that government action was quite prompt in this case.
After all, there were already three government schools in the prefecture,
including the main one in Nan-k'ang. The government schools were more
convenient and accessible than the academy that Chu was proposing, for it
was in the mountains and about five miles away from town. Shouldn’t Chu
Hsi have expected some scrutiny of his request to use precious government

resources for another school in a less convenient location? Indeed, he was

® Tu Fu ¥ 1, “Tseng tso-p’u-yeh Cheng-kuo-kung Yeo-kung Wu” B8 2 % -7 N
K ﬁ.\\i, in Ch'ou Chao-ao thJk *, Tu shih !uiang»cku # .53 i (Peking: Chung-hua,
1979) 16, pp. 1383 -g0; trans. William Hung, Tu Fu, China'’s Greatest Poet (Cambridge, Mass.:
Harvard U.P. 1gga), PP 232-33. On Wen Weng, see Pan Ku M &, Han shu b ¥ (Peking:
Chung-hua, 1962) 89, pp. 3625 - 26. Chu’s letter is in Chy Wen-kung wen-chi 34, p. 11b.

" Li Tsu-ch’ien, Li Tung-los wen-chi 6, PP 138-39; Chu Wen-kung wen-chi g4, PP.
213-23a.

1* See especiatly Chaffee, "Chu Hsi in Nan-k'ang,” pp. 414-31.
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enough of a strategist to downplay the educational .fuuction o; the :::;dgzgz
in his request for funding, thus he must have f’eallzed that td ere e liele
grounds for his petition on those ter.ms.. Ht‘! projected the nee t?Cr: o ihe
academy for its historic and symbohc’ Slgﬂllﬁcallce as zf cente:; o e:::vation
learning. Ostensibly and ofﬁcially, hIlStOI'l:;al restoration and pr
ver educational needs.
thusvtvoi‘:: 5;;:12??:;1 the central government for th_e academy, Chufrv;:
successful in pooling additional governmental z?nd ‘pnvate resources o
the local area. Literati from the area made cont.nbutnons to ttfe constrl:xc[ "
and the academy’s library. The imperial family also promised to bes on
‘books on the academy. Overall, the restoration ﬁ.allowed much of the ‘r.a'xtt:liu
of the restoration in the 1160s of the Mounuin Slope Academy (Yiie -m
shu-yian ¢ B B PBE) in Ch'ang-sha, Hunan. Chu had the loFal govc.rgmi(o
provide rice fields for perpetual financial support of the White Deen :‘:cm
Academy. Just as authorization and funding from the central gove;:t o
was necessary for the construction, the lqcal government gavec;: e
most necessary for the continued functic.)mn.g of the acadf:myé lu :cad):
built a solid base of governmental aurhonzam?n and resources or tleHSiao-
emy. Many academies were being either buile or restoredsdurmiver o
tsung's reign. During the century and a lrmlf of the Southern ung,re i
private academies were established. Private resources alone.wet.tuﬁona“.
enough to sustain an academy. Chu’s effort cent.ered up(:; ins! 1Acadcmy
zation with government resources; hence, the' White Deer r:t‘to g
was much more secure than others of tllle r.;ufa.l izﬂ::lc;::s:ht rv:satsoradon
ini omnunity action and officia
::'ot?\? ;)::i(t:ngt:::’lgciotto Acad)::my that it became a model for many later
acadg}::ezas aided by the councilor Wang Huai £ # (1 1271 189) :’1 the
capitat and educational official Yang Ta-fa %7{& (c.s. 1“175) in Natlll- f::s-
Both of these men were Lii Tsu-ch'ien’s friends, and Li fl[:lp;:e: ’Z o
tated cooperation with Yang and perhaps Wang as well. W‘n: ‘amg : g
influence at court, the central government responded qu1tehpro C[; uydele-
favorably to Chu’s request. Yang was one of two pe-‘r-sonls tlo wlec;:;d hu dee
gated supervision of the construction. Chu was particu ar‘ yﬂ}; e Ayitng
shrine that Yang erected to commemorate fh$;u12;:3;;n o Gorr
i worthies. In his letters to Lii - s .
:3732)\:;: :’;rl:c::\ the academy project.” The significance of such aid has

~6b;
13 Chu, Chu Wen-kung wen-chi 34, pp. 9ab, 13D, 14b, 24b, 32a. See also ck. 7, pp. 4b
26, pp. 3;-411; 59, pp- 1a-b, and his pick-chi, ch. 7, p. 10a.
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been passed over with little comment by
perhaps because of Wang’s and Yan g's op
Both men became critical of Chu's Ta
among those who sought to ban Tao-hstieh as false learning in the |
twelftl'f century, Furthermore, details of others’ coutributionf mi he hate-
complicated the effort in later times to enhance Chu's accomplish ents ang
leadership of the Tao-hsiieh fellowship. PN and
- r;r\;anﬁ I-Il-lué;.l also played a crucial role in another community-action proj
whic u Hsi is famous: community granari 2
prefectural head who had given official app):(iral ‘é)l:izelt;)‘;;a: ::j anhH’uz;il «
community granary in Ch’ung-an county in Fukien. Moreover Wznlll s' o
gested that Chu retain repayments of loans rather than return t,he rogc:“ﬁ-
to the prefectural government. Wang thus provided the capital to}:stab: }:
the granary. Such capital investment through official action was ess ;
because Chu began his granary as part of a response o a local famine e
If one had started collecting grain before such a crisis, one c01:id h
fun'ded a granary without dependence upon such official a’ction This al o
native had already been explored by villagers in Wu-chou (in .the cenzr;
area of modern Chekiang), who organized their own charitable se 'a
systems and foundations. Such resources could become the base for e:::::

lishing a granary, and this di :
the Slmg)g"‘ ry, an is did actually happen in a few local areas during

traditional and modern scholars
posttion to Chu a few years later
o-hsiieh agenda and were listed

More similar to Chu Hsi's case in the fate 1160s, Wei Shan-chih Rk
(1‘116-. 1173) had in the mid-1150s established a model granary that had
dlrecf impact upon the way Chu Hsi's granary came into being."” In additi .
to being a noted scholar-official and also Chu'’s friend, Wej S.han-chih l':::;
set up his granary in Chien-yang 2 5, the county adjacent to the one
:iv'hcre Chu was to begin‘ his granary efforts about a dozen years later. When

1saster struck, the magistrate of Chy’s county implored Chu and Liu Ju-yii
?ﬂﬂﬂ B (c.5. 1142) to assist in famine relief. Given Liu’s considerable senio’:'-
ity, he was no doubt the primary one to whom the magistrate looked fi
leadership. At the time, Chu had served only once —ten years earli .
local official elsewhere in Fukien. Moreover, he was only thirty-ej 1‘l::.th as’;;
years from his emergence as a major national figure, Furthennc)),re,gsitt;gﬁiln

' Liang, Nan-Sung nung-ts'un te ching-chi '

R i ' ffg—ch:. Pp- 267-74; Brian E. McKni :
;;aucmcyTEh = Smdim'n. Sung Chma (Chicago: U. of Chicago P., 1971), ;png;[: BI;M al::
ng T -yi (Te-i) LEE, Sung-lai tsai-htang ie chiv-chi cheng-ts'e R K 4
(Taipei: Shang-wu, 1g70). KHER

‘f' Chu, _C}lu Wm-*ung wen-chi 24, pp. 18ab; 79,
223; and discussion in Richard von Glahn's essay,
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the prefectural offices in Chien-yang, Wang Huai certainly knew of Wei's ex-
periment and was encouraged by that example when he approved of the
new granary in Ch’ung-an county. Upon final completion in 1171, the gran-
ary was administered by Liu Ju-yit’s relatives. This is further evidence that
Liu probably exercised more leadership at the time than he has been given
credit for in later accounts. The magistrate in Ch’ung-an certainly also knew
of Wei Shan-chih’s model granary when he called upon Chu and Liu Ju-yi
to serve, but he also had another paradigm available.
The state had a system of granaries. Charitable granaries (i-ts'ang &)
of that day provided direct handouts to needy people during hard times,
especially floods or famines. Moreaver, the state’s ever-normal granaries
(ch'ang-p’ing is’ang ¥ 25 A) attempted to stabilize extremes of price fluctua-
tions in the marketplace. At times, reserves in the two systems were used
interchangeably. Although we may assume that the magistrate had access to
the reserves in a state granary, the response time of granaries was sometimes
slow because of bureaucratic regulations and procedures. Ever-normal
granaries also tended to be concentrated near cities and towns. Comple-
menting official action, Chu and Liu were active in the village of Wu-fu il
32. Without their activity in the local community, this village would proba-
bly have been relieved less adequately by official action, which concentrated
on larger population clusters. Chu’s awareness of such limitations of state
action no doubt enhanced his dedication to participate in local famine relief
- efforts and to cooperate in the establishment of a community granary.
Another characteristic of the state’s charitable granaries certainly also
spurred Chu Hsi to assume community leadership. Buddhist monks
customarily joined with village officers to handle distribution from charitable
granaries. This must have been the norm even more often in Fukien where
Buddhist institutions were particularly pervasive and active. Furthermore,
Buddhist monasteries had for centuries been engaged in charity work, and
their deeds contributed to the popularity of Buddhism. Altheugh Chu
himself had as a youth been infatuated with Ch’an Buddhism, he had turned
hostile by the early 1160s. In his attempts to develop what he considered to
be true Confucian teachings, he began in the 1160s to lambast Buddhism
for having seduced literati into adulterating Confucian learning with Bud-
dhist notions. Buddhist influence on Confucianism appears to have been a
more pressing concern to Tao-hsiieh leaders from Fukien than from other
areas during the Southern Sung. Mobilizing Confucian literati to participate
in such charitable institutions as community granaries, Chu was providing
an alternative to Buddhist dominance of charity activities. Surely, the practi-

9
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cal implications of such endeavors was not lost upon someone as sensitive ag
Chu to the influence of Buddhism on the literati and masses around him.
Having literati engage in charity functions associated with a granary also
had other benefits for Tao-hsiieh. Participating in such activities would
enhance a sense of common purpose and bonding among Tao-
Confucians. A community granary also opened the door of opportu
constructive contacts with large numbers of paor peasants. Such interaction
provided opportunities for Confucian intellecruals through words and deeds
to transmit Confucian values and models to the masses, Having intellectuals

involved with community granaries would also provide a medium for
training in humaneness.

hsiieh
nity to

During the late 1160s and early 1170s while Chu worked to establish
the granary in Ch’ung-an county, he was also engaged in discussions with
Chang Shih on two intellectual issues that seem to have had some relevance
to the founding of the granary. One issue debated between the two friends
was: how should humaneness (jen 12) be conceived and discussed? Chang
emphasized the aspect of being one with all things; whereas Chu sought to
draw attention back to compassion or love for others. Logically, one might
speculate that Chu’s participation in the charitable granary project
enhanced his association of jen with love and deeds done out of love.
Observing the impact of such charitable deeds upon the literati who
participated might well have given Chu a heightened appreciation for
centering Confucian ethical practice around the virtue of humaneness.

Another issue centered on the locus of self-cultivation. Was cultivation
related to the state of mind before the feelings were aroused and one took
action, or was it just applicable to the state of mnind after the feelings were
aroused and one became involved in action? Chang Shih followed the
Hunan tradition developed by Hu Hung B & (1106-1161), which empha-
sized being engaged in action and service. Chu had been associated through
his teachers with a Fukien tradition that focused on the need for meditation
and reflection. The importance of Confucian teachings about being of
service to government and society provided Chang's Hunan position with a
major advantage over the Fukien penchant. Given Sung Confucians’
awareness of the need for civic consciousness and service, the spiritual
cultivation advocated by Hunan leaders sy rely appeared more responsive to
the practical teachings of Confucianisin and to the problems of the day.
With its emphasis upon nurturing the mind in its state of tranquility, the
Fukien position had at least some apparent resemblance to the meditation
practiced by Ch’an Buddhists. Here is not the place to discuss the complex-
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ities of this debate or Chu’s resolution of lt Still one might Sl‘lggeftdt:'a[’:l:)ef
debate and the troubling implications it raised a.b(_mt the Fukien Ina : |od of
self-cultivation perhaps heightened Chu’s commitinent to get invoive
i i charitable granary.
faml;z;illZ§2:uaHsi’s contegn:poraries criticized h.is granary F:;‘?g":‘m lzc:;
being too similar to a state program that haFl lflcel'l lmplen::ne ms[ :) e
eleventh century. Critics accused Chu of umitating the :_Er;er;a fmm_
(ch’ing-miao fo T B ¥5) loan program c?l' Wang An-shih ERE Gou
1086).* As Wang had done, Chu capitahze.d with st;‘ue funds a.n ! c . fm‘
interest on loan repayments, Although Wei Shan-chih had capitalize b
state funds, he had not charged any interest on Io,ans. Furthermore,_ e
Chu’s close friend Chang Shih suspected t.hat Chu’s worlf had t-)ee:;:i:m
enced by Wang’s failed experiment with socml.and economic mamg: cam;d
To divert attention away from parallels with Wang’s reforr_n, u called
upon the testimony of Lii Tsu-chien, who h:}d persm{al!(); 1}:15;)11::3 e
granary in 1175, According to Chuw’s account, Li had.l?m:i.i,t elisd eand
having followed the ideals of the ancie,tts. Thus. he 'utlllze Hl :ll:o ansgwered
credibility to provide Confucian salnct{01| for his g:anary.‘ e o sswered
his critics more directly. Contrasting his and Wang’s progy al:s,d inistradon
out: he lent grain rather than cash as Wang had done; basfeha l:ma ration
upon the local village rather than the county;. put more ? the n " sgecumy
in the hands of local literati; and sought to raise [Teas.allfs econom:e“tl o
rather than state funds.” Still even some of Qhu s dlscxple’s ap?a ,.am: had
some misgiving about similarities be‘:tween his and W:mgs pzzohgu‘s m.Odel
example, when establishing a charltab'le'grauary fol owmfg1 e i,;
Chen Te-hsiv ® % (1178-1235) eliminated the role of loca oficals n
its administration.”* Nonetheless, Chen followed the precedent of cap
i ith state resources.
" tlljfi g‘lt::-gl):i::[ had, according to Chu l.isi’s accom‘lt, express?d ?lc‘(;::
mitment to establish a similar granary in Chin-hua. Thls‘ wa.s the Icutyi :: -
chou where Lii’s academy was also located. In t!le approx';matew);t; ofyﬁ -
after his inspection of Chu’s granary, Lii was either too busy

18 See especially discussion in Ts'ai Shang-hsiang xr g: Wang Ching jumg E::::i: : ::_
liich E ) 4 3% 3% 3 (Shanghai: Jen-min, 1959), applcnduf ]Iﬁ!gﬁp‘ég:Mi::i h_si-n’:,o i
S‘:n te sheas’ang,” pp. 5- 10; Chang Shih SR &%, Nan-hsien chi
ndng" rpt. Taipei: Kuang-hsileh she, 1975) lb 2, p. 8b.

7 Wen-kung wen-chi 79, pp. 150-17a. . aed i

11: gli::;\?:-hsiu. C;lg g ching BUAR (SKCS edn.), Gpg: 53:; i?b—}%iccousscdmin;n:rms :r ° e:;:_

| ! i1 n :
- Chu, "Chen Te-hsiu and the 'Classic on Lover e &
gz:ﬁ(l;::: Statecraft” (Ph.D., Columbia U., 1988), pp. 194-98, 350-55
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dudes at the capital or too ill to take action on the commitment. Without
having established a granary, he died prematurely in 1181. Soon t
one of his students, P’an Ching-hsien R % (1197« 193),
ary, and Chu wrote an account of the occasion, " :

Official response to Chu Hisi's granary program was limited. Hsiac.
tsung formally praised and promoted Chu Hsi's petition to implement the

granary program throughout the empive. Opponents within the govern-
ment blocked state subsidies, howeve

hereafter,
buile the gran-

r. Consequently, very few were ever
established. Thus this granary program had little prospects for success with-
out official action and funding.

There were, of course, exceptions. In 1188, Ly Chiu-yiian’s family
established the first community granary in their area of Fu-chou, Kiangsi.
That granary, however, apparently functioned for the interest of the Ly
family jtself. Judging from what is known about other community granaries
in Fu-chou during the early-thirteenth century, families like the Lus could
use the resources of a granary to enhance bonding within the lineage and to
cement the loyalty of families with whom they were linked through local
militia arrangements. Making loans at a Iower-tlmn-customary interest rate
was probably sufficient to be perceived locally as a charitable granary
operation.™ The granary in Chin-hua was also an exception because it was
established through an endowment from the P'an famnily. Even in chis case, it
is quite likely that the official prestige of the Li family and its political
connections facilitated the establishment of the granary. Local officials and
families with official connections could donate some resources and exert an
influence on local literati to contribute to such an endeavor,

Chu’s granary ideal had difficulty enduring in China. (Later, Chu’s
model attracted considerably more attention among Confucians in Korea
and Japan, but that is another story.) The historic importance of the one in
Ch’ung-an and Chu’s legacy ensured that chis granary would continue as a
symbol, but there were probably points of discontinuity in its actual func-
tioning. Putting aside Chu Hsi's granary, which endured in great measure
because of its historical association with Chu, one gets the impression that
others did not last tong. The Chin-hua granary did last for a relatively fong
time because of its connections to the local elite, especially the P'an and Lii
families. The prestige of the L family and the fact that Chu Hsi had written
the historical record of the Chin-hva founding no doubt enhanced its
chances for survival. Sl js purpose and function remained intact for not

1% Chu, Chu Wen-kung wen-chi 7q, PP- 15b-~17a,
* See discussion in Hymes, Statesmen, PP- 152 - 64.
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much over a half century. As Richard von Glahn has recently shkown, t:e
Chin-hua granary had fallen into the h:_mds of governm.ent clerks by tf::
middle of the thirteenth century. Operatmg the C(?mmumty gra;lant;y ;s}:
were a state granary, the clerks loaned grain ::mly in the wake of a ar fxr-
vest and demanded repayment in cash. Chu's modell called ‘for Confucian
intellectuals who would supervise a source of pe-renm.al credit to peasant.S.
The clerks transformed the model in Chin-hua Imto simply another .tool in
the hands of the local bureaucracy for famine relief® Even th’ough 'thls c:i)n:i-
munity granary functioned only for a f?ew d?cades as Chu Hsi had intended,
the institution demonstrated his ideals in action. -

In conclusion, judging fromm Chu Hsi's own examp‘Ie, his ideal o:‘
building a community on a “middle level” beth!ell the family and tI;e Ioca.s
government did not require divorce from ofﬁcnals..lu terms of tw_o 'am;;:r
examples of the Ch'ung-an granary and the Nefn-k ang acad_emy, itis c
that Chu was not hostile to central govern men‘t mvc?lvement.m .the prog:'lam
of community action by local intellectuals. Litevati from ‘wnthm, as wel. as
from outside, the government were crucial to the conception and actua t:-al
tion of these Confuctan institutions. In these two very famous z'md . ul
cases of conununity action, intellectuals did not opt?ratc in a politica
vacuum. Chu Hsi sought and received official fancuon and resour;ez.
Without official action, these two comnumity.prOJects would ha;ve ‘l;.u: ef
major funding. Moreover, soliciting contripuuons locally from aml;e::e
the elite would have been more difficult without the endorsement of s .
officials. Indeed, Chu’s program anticipated and assumed some degree o
omcglff?ccit::?l;:tion could also be a negative factor. Ties to ,ofﬁcials to secure

initial resources at least potentiaily strcngthcnefi the state’s fcttt‘:rs on com-
munity organizations. As in the case of the Chm-l_ma.con‘nmumtyhg;an:?::
the state or local bureaucracy could take over an institution that ha : e "
nurtured by the community action of intellectuals. The transformanonf '
the Chin-hua community granary into a tool of the local bur.eaucracyko

famine relief is a case in point. Clerks alone probably could not have ta f::
charge of the granary and altered Chu Hsi’s purpo.se. Central gv.:velr:lr;:eras
officials on the local level surely sanctioned the a.cuon of these cler s. s
the government nervous about the degree of independent org:;gz::l:(:h
represented by the community granm'y.?.The govcrnmel.lt nee | such
activity by intellectuals during times of crisis, such as a famine or a p !

- 2 See Richard von Glahn's account af this granary, as cited above, n. 3.
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uprising. But an enduring organization linking intellectuals to the masses
was potentially dangerous from the perspective of the state. In any event,
the government was a player, for better or worse, in the establishment of
these “independent” or community insticutions. _

Modern studies of major Confucian intellectuals, particularly Chy Hsi,
have tended to highlight his vole to such a degree that the contributions of
other literati and his dependence upon official action have tended to be
overshadowed. This penchant has been reinforced by the trend in recent
studies to emphasize the limits of central government control on the locaj
level. Yet, if we scrutinize the establishiment of Chu’s first granary and first
academy —at times perceived as two stellar cases of communrity action by the
leading Sung intellectual, the role of official action appears to have been
historically and decisively significant. As we have seen, Chu Hsi did not act
alone in setting up his granary and academy. Others provided critical
concepts, resources, and cooperation. His followers highlighted his role at
the expense of his contemporaries in part to strengthen his group and
tradition during a time of crisis in relations between intellectuals and the
Southern Sung state.

The history of “Chu Hsi’s” academy and granary suggests that we might
rather be looking for 2 more cooperartive effort from a larger number of
intellectuais. Although their scope definitely had limits, Chu and his friends
took some steps to reach out to a large number of people. If they had an
even larger organizational base and had been betcer able to cooperate with
other literad and also the common people, they might have been more
successful in realizing their ideals. Such organizational efforts, however,
would likely have provoked suspicion and reaction from the Sung govern-
ment. Yet, even in a Sung government dominated by court favorites who
were despised by Tao-hsiich intellectuals, there were still officials with whom
Chu Hsi, Lii Tsu-ch’ien, and others could work to accomplish specific meas-
ures to iinprove Chinese society. Working with officials provided opportu-
nities for both resources and restraiuts that affected the independent or
community action of intelleceuals.
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