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Chaste Widows and Institutions to Support Them in
Late-Ch’ing China

triccures and rules concerning relations between the sexes, sexual

conduct, and marriage have long been topics of traditional Chinese
critical writing about society and ethics. In addition, more private forms of
writing have conveyed anecdotes, biographical material, and opinions that
touch on these subjects.’ While the bulk of classical assumptions and re-
corded events has concerned men, there is good reason to focus special
attention on the situation of women in China: women’s lives and sexual
behavior have frequently been subject to distinctive norms, laws, and specu-
lation, thus creating an enormous itmpact on the overall shape of society.?

) For the Confucian classics and women, see Richard W. Guisso, “Thunder over the Lake:
The Five Classics and the Perception of Women in Early China,” in Richard Guisso and
Stanicy Johannesen, eds., Women in China: Curvent Directions in Historical Scholarship
(Youngstown, N. Y.: Philo Press, 1981}, pp- 47-61. See also, Mark Elvin, “Female Virtue and
the State in China,” Past and Present 104 (1984), pp. 111-52; Yang Lien<sheng, “Female
Rulers in Imperial China,” HJAS 23 (1960-61), pp. 47-61; Hsti Cho-yun ¥ iR, “Ts'ung
Chou-li Cuei-ts'e ylian-ku ti fu-nil kung-tso” $& & RIS R T ¥ T, Ta-lu tsa-chih
A BB XL 8.7 (1954), pp. 202-5; rpt. in Pao Chia-lin 8 R B8, ed., Chung-kuo fu-nii shik
tun-chi T B 5% 5 %€ M 2 (Taipei: Mu-Cung ch’u-pan she, 1979g; rpt. Taipei: Tao-hsiang
ch’u-pan she, 1988}, pp. 51 -62; Pao Chia-lin, “Yin-yang hsiieh-shuo yi fu-nii ti-wei® B
3G 5L S (T, Han-hotich yen-chiv BB R 5.2 (1987), pp. 501-12; Shih Yoo T R
and Chang [-ho 3 2% 1, jou-chung &s’un-tuan chou chien-lic Chung-kuo ku-tai fu-nil & chen-
chich kuan 3 B8 <t W7 % T B8 b B & {69 32 #9 X @7 B (Shensi: Jen-min chiao-yil ch’u-
pan she, 1988); Jennifer Holmgren, “Widow Chastity in the Northern Dynasties: The LizA-ndl
Biographics in the Wei Shu,” Papers on Far Eastern History 23 (1981), pp. 165-86; Susan
Mann, “Historical Change in Femaie Biography from Song to Qing Times,” Transactions of
the International Conference of Orienlalists in fapan 30 (1985), pp. 65-77-

2 Two bibliographies on this large subject are Lucic Cheng, Charlowe Furth, and Hon-
ming Yip, comps., Women in China: Bibliograpky of Available English Language Maievials
{Berkeley: Institute of East Asian Studies and Center for Chinese Studies, U. of Cal., 1984),
and Karen T. Wei, Women in Ching: A Selected and Annotated Bibliography (Westport:
Greenwood Press, 1984). Some important works are: Vivien W. Ng, “Ideology and Sexuality:
Rape Laws in Qing China,” JAS, 46.1 (1987), pp. 57 -70; Chao Fung-hsich R% M8, Chung-
kuo fu-nii tsat fa-lil shang chih tH-wei FRM RS L ZM L (Shanghai, 1934; Tpt
Taicpi: Shih-huo ch'u-pan she, 1977); David C. Buxbaum, ed., Chinese Family Law and Social
Change in Historicat and Comparative Pevspective (Seattle: U. of Washington P., 1978); Alan R.
Sweeten, “Women and Law in Rural China: Vignettes from ‘Sectarian Cases’ (Chiao-an) in
Kiangsi, 1872 - 1878,” Ch'ing-shih wen-t% 3.10 (1978), pp. 49— 68; Vermier Y. Chiv, “Marriage
Laws of the Ch'ing Dynasty, the Republic of China and Communist China,” Contemporary
China 2 {1956-57), pp. 64-72; iderm, Marriage Laws and Customs of Chine (Hong Kong:
Institute of Advanced Chinese Studies and Research, The Chinese U. of Hong Kong, 1966);
Ch't T ung-tsu, Law and Society in Traditional China (Paris: Mouton, 1961); Patricia Ebrey,
“Women, Marriage, and the Family in Chinese History,” in Paul Ropp, ed., Heritage of China:
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This article considers the category of women that was tradition i
ter.med “chaste women.” This phrase is expressed in more than one waa'y
Chn?nese. One term is chieh fu M5 %8, a married woman who observed sez Z
absm?t?nce (or purity) in widowhood and was recognized as such. But tl;‘l
de.ﬁmnon varied in different periods; for example, in the early-Min. d ,
ch‘:eh fu was restricted to those over sixty years of age and whog bymlSty
w!dows before the age of thirty. Chen aii B 2, another term meant ec'a".‘e
wl.dow, or betrothed (not yet wed) maiden who became widow’ed als v“;!gm
shih-nii shou-chih - 2L 5F 7, or shou wang-men kua F 3 ' 3% Lt;h 1: ‘;{;‘
referred to an unmarried maiden who had died resisting a:ssault : \ h
committed suicide after her fiancé’s death, while fish fu U meant : .
ru?t? woman who fit the same criteria of resistance or sac:iﬁcc In the '“a!:'
utilized below, the sense of chaste widowhood generally iI;l lies tI:v . :‘
sex'ua! abstinence, or honor, according to specific legal and mofal cont::ctso’
;hls alulrticle touches mainly on Ch’ing law and edicts that concerned widow;

' . . . g
suph;) nai io(;:) :(:ne of the social and legal institutions that arose in order to

Ti.me Manchu Ch'ing government followed the Ming'’s stated practice of
honoring two categories of chaste women —women who maintained thejr

-
Contemporary Perspectives on Chinese Civilization (Berkele
e TSpect ese € y: U. of California P. ; ici
‘F;,t;r;z,n 236":@?5. in Sung China, " Jovrnal of Family Histoty 1.1 (1986), p:.’ 1!?33‘)';:;: ?
Capeon and Pauicia Ebrey, Mormidge and Inequaisy In Chinese Socioy (Berkepns 11" or
Noornia P 1991); Dun . Li, ed, The Esince of Chinese Cinilization (Pyinesn: o
sociaty aLxngi :sp. chap. 18; Angela K. Leung, “L’amour en Chine: Relations et prati -
et XIVe sidcles,” Archives de sociologie des religions §6.1 ( iy
::l([ia l-écrbert Fr?nkc, "Wou.ien under the Dynasties of Conquest,” in L,‘l..arxxzi?tzg !::l 530— g
. T.ma. w e nella Cm.mwum (Florence, 1980), pp. 23 -44. P
ien jt_x-k ang, Malf Anxiety and Female Chastity: A Comparative Study of Chinese Ethical

WREHEA ipei: :
31 (Taipei: Institute of Ethnic Studies, Acaderia Sini
. ) Si .
: ; ; 3-2 (1936), pp. 1-5, rpt. Pao, ed., Chung-huo fung o
g’%‘%ggh 'Z"s““' “Ts’'ung Han tao Su:;g kua-fiy sai-chia hsi-sllx an"f‘%“ﬁf“‘é}“*?ig %
Pao, ed. Oh h"ﬁg"" ""'2"’“" yieh-kan PRI E BT 5.1 (1954), PP- 198 -213, pt. in
Commu;lit S’l.lrgu fu'ﬂfu Pp- 139~ 64; Su-&an Mann, “Widows in the Kinship C];g a.nd
“Widow anti Rencntaum - ‘ng' Dynasty (?hma," JAS 46.1 (1987), PP- 37-56; Al;n Waltner,
Ché Triage in M!'ns and Qing China,” in Guisso and JOhﬂnn;sen W, i
o o 46; Tu Fang-ch'in #6353, Nu-hsing huan-nien 6 yon.pien %2 1 12 B 17 49
j(ik onan: l:io-n;t:“l Jen-min ch’u-pan she, 1988); Huy K'un 018 Lan-se i yinying Chung-kuo
ng
ch'u-p:::h:a 98:{’]“ E & 49 i & h RS R X1t : ) | (Shens;; Jen-min :h?ago-
Rcmarn'agr i:1 !Earl})v'aj':im;ge:{o(l;zgmm “The Economic Foundations of Virtue: Widoy:
. n n China,” Australion Journal ; ; :
127 and Arthur Wolf, “Women, Widowhood andecrtilit;figk;r‘:-enfgcm pov s
upiquict, E. Héiin, P, Laslett, M. Levi-Bacci, and S. Sogner, ods., Mass “;Mlnnz, in J.
T Tage Remarriage

n Populations of the Past (New York: Academic Press, rg81), PP- 139-47
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sexual purity in widowhood for over twenty years and those who committed
suicide after a sexual assault or upon thier husband’s death. But the later
dynasty expanded the coverage. According to Ta Ch'ing hui-tien X ¥ @ 8¢,

chaste women could also be of these types:

1. Determined by loyalty
a. A woman who remained sexually pure after her husband’s death;

b. An unmarried woman who remained pure after the death of her

Rancé;
2. Determined by bravery
a. A married woman who committed suicide after her husband’s

death;
b. An unmarried woman who committed suicide after her fiancé’s
death;
3. Determined by viclence
a. A woman who was killed resisting assault;
b. A woman who committed suicide after an insult or assault*

Honor and material rewards differed according to the condition of the
chaste behavior. If a woman lived in poverty (han-k’u shou-chieh 3& ¥ <F #i)
in order to maintain purity in widowhood, if a woman killed herself upon
her husband's or fiancé's death, or if she died in a successful resistance
against sexual assault, she or her family would be awarded thirty tacls of
silver. In addition, a memorial arch was to be erected at the expense of the
family, and the woman honored in a special temple in her locale. If a woman
maintained herself in chaste widowhood but without such extreme actions,
she would receive an imperial insignia to be hung over her door, and her
family name would be inscribed on a stone tablet. A woman who died resist-
ing assault but who had been unable to preserve her sexual purity would
receive fifteen taels of silver and a memorial arch as above, but would not be
honored in the temple. The determination of the fact of purity, or absti-
nence, became a decisive factor in the degree of imperial honor rewarded.®

The non-Han Manchu dynasty rejected the Han custom of footbinding
but accepted completely the traditional concept of chastity.* According to

4 Yamazaki Jun’ichi 1L % B%i —, “Shincho ni okeru setsuretsn seihyo ni tsuite” FHI-E
A AERIZ ot T, Chugoku koten kenkya DB &5 BB R 15 (1067), p. 48; Chao,
Chung-kue fu-nii, pp. 119-20.

5 Yamazaki, “Shinché ni okeru,” p. 56.
¢ Paul Ropp, “The Seeds of Change: Reflections on the Condition of Women in the Early

and Mid Ch’ing,” Signs: feurnal of Women in Culture and Society 2.1 {1976), pp. 5-23; Howard
S. Levy, Chinese Footbinding: The Hislory of & Curious Evotic Custom (New York: Bell Publishing
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_Manchu custom, it was not only permissible for a widow ¢
in such situations to marry her brother-in-law, son-in

c?nquest of China proper.” Most conspicuous was the
:mEmpress Hsiao-chuang # # B J§ (mother of the Shun-chih ]
er pero;", r. 1644_—166 1) to Dorgon % B B, her brother-in-law and the
f;r.n c;r th_e child emperor. A Chinese historian has even remarked that
nothing like it had beer.l known previously in Chinese history.* Succeedin
ecx}r:per(;rs became especially sensitive to the recording of these accounts Thg
. . [
N ien ung.ﬁ = emperor (r. 1736-1796) ordered such stories deleted
om the Chinese version of the court shik-iu W & °
The Shun-chih emperor ordered there to be nominations of chaste
Ih{d'anchu 'women to honored status.”® Furthermore, in 1712 and 1713 the
. at.lg-hm_ﬁ }ﬁ‘ ch!)eror (r. 1661~ 1722) honored chaste Manchu women
y 1mp.cr1al edicts,” and the Ch'ien-lung emperor remarked in a 178
m.emonal that non-Han women other than Manchus who observed chas .
widowhood could aiso receive imperial honors." ¢
Despite the precedents in Chinese laws and customs, the first few
emperors of the Ch’ing dynasty had tried to discourage suicide among

widows by refusing to honor them. The K’ i
. . K an .h -
lowing edicts in 1688: 8-hst emperor issued the fol-

:,t has bc’en repeatedly forbidden for a wife to commit suicide after her
us‘band s death. 'Recently I learned of numerous cases of widows’
taking their own lives. Life is precious; death is pitiful. One should live

Co., 1965); Lily M. V. Chan, “Footbinding in Chi
o SFhon LAY AL V. , nding in Ch . .
catons,” Canadian Psychiairic Association ]fu'm,a[ ;;_:s:l:;z'}':c:;nd Its Psycho-Social Impli-

Woman Hating (New York: E. P. D 229-31; Andrea Dworkin
binding™ Fric Bt oty o ton, 1974), csp. chap. 8 “Gynocide: Chi ’
ing"; Eric Friedrich Podach, “Gin-lien: Ein aktualistiscll::cr Beiggc;: E(l:.l!;:::;:eg:‘:io;

Hasslichen,” ;
“Shin:ﬁ;.;‘,l _]nh:iu:hnze; _bnd:,;wmm 1 (1951}, pp. 160-71; Naka Michiyo 3§ 5] i ft
s Lﬂmﬁ i Ig‘i:;u iﬁﬁiﬁ ﬁ:'E DEW, 52 9.6 (1898), pp. 496 -520; Inouc.
“Kobasmna T LIS, Shina fuz HEL B (Shanghat, 1919-20); Ino Yoshinori ﬁ*ﬁ&‘ﬁ
E@Ea;m u"no_|('>sh| i okonawaruru tensoku no fu” ¥ # K D & Fizffir s 5‘
et o B L o o e 01 g o
o o sino Tsh » Ch'ing-tai ung-shih W {58 % (Taipei: Commercial Press, 1963)
¢ Hsiao-heng-hsiang-shih chu-jen /|
ng-| jen INRE Z E A, Ching-ch 7
P -] {Taipei;: Chung-hua shucha, rg59) 1, sect. "Ch‘i‘::g.z o _!c:’i-dltf o tuen T 90 57
= g-kung i-wen” ¥§ B R B, PP
9 et . . .
lo};‘:ag}-‘l'\.eng;‘:!sltal‘ng-sh{h c:hu-jl:n, CM'E—CI: a0, p. 5; Hsiao, Ch'ing-tai t'ung-shih
bt ciﬁ I ?%ILHT ;fzfl-k AEgnmpy (rpt. Taipei: Chung-wen sht;-ic)hgaigﬁ :
e rec ), years 1644 and 1653, PP- 10411 -12 (cA. 403 8a ' N
.o ¢ YFS. 1713~ 1714, P. 10413 (ch. 403, p. 12a). » PP Ba-o).
TSL, yr. 1784, p. 10423 (ch. 403, p- 31a-32a),
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out one’s life, be it a long one or a short one. How can one sacrifice
one’s body so casually? It is {merely] easier to die rather than live a di-
ficult life. If I honor such deeds, more lives will be lost. From now on I
shall no longer honor widows who follow their husbands in death. 1
shall forever forbid all women, from imperial consorts to commoners, to
commit suicide upon their husbands’ deaths. If there are those who
insist on self-sacrifice, they will have to present their cases first to the
Board of Rites and its subordinate agencies for approval from the

throne.?

In 1723 the Yung-cheng ¥ IE emperor {r. 1723-1735) relaxed the
rule for honoring chaste widows to include women who died aficr the age of
forty and who had been widowed more than fifteen years.* He also re-
garded committing suicide as an evasion of responsibility. He declared in
r729:

It is the right way under Heaven for a woman to follow one husband
and not to change [her loyalty]. But there is a difference between wid-
ows who maintain their chastity out of fidelity and widows who remain
chaste by bravely taking their own lives. It is hard for the loyal widow to
die for her dead husband. But it is even harder for a chaste widow to
live on. A widow who dies by her own hand makes the decision in one
moment, but the loyal widow has to remember her husband always. A
widow who kills herself only has to give up her life, but the loyal widow
has to suffer various hardships. Widows commit suicide under different
circumstances —some out of poverty and lack of subsistence; some out
of the strong passion of the moment. They do not know that after a
husband’s death a wife has more responsibilities to fulfill. Parents-in-law
need to be taken care of — once the son’s responsibility; children need
to be educated —once the father’s responsibility. And there are other
endless tasks such as cooking, repairing, planting, harvesting, and
managing the household. How can one evade them by death?*

However, this type of policy was reversed by the Hsien-feng B %
emperor (r. 1851-1861) after a serious drought. The perceived lack of
heavenly harmony compelled the emperor, following traditional Chinese
political custom, to reflect upon his wrongdoings. He traced the disaster to

13 TCHTSL, yr. 1689, p. 10413 (ch. 403, pp. 11b- 12a).
14 TCHTSL, yr. 1723, p- 10414 (ch. 403, p. 13a).
15 TCHTSL, yr. 1729, p- 10417 {ch. 404, pp- 19a-b).
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hi . .
thls dects_lon not to honor thirty-seven widows who had committed suicid
. . . .
iy prt;vlous year. He immediately issued an edict to honor them, “o qz ;
T Chaste souls,” and to bolster a deteriorati i ’ .
: aung public morality.” §
:]hut?ntly, the pr'actmc of honoring chaste women who killed themscylv —
enl') huFbands deaths lasted until the €arly Republican period o pon
uring the Ch’ing dynasty the number of years required in observance

memori
e OI}aI mtc.hes for chaste women who had died while facing attack duri
. eg,)o pohnca] chaos."” In 1845 the T20~kuang E% emperor (r ;nng
5 . 1821~
50) ordered local governments across the country to build collecgl:iI
ve

become as important as th
. at of loyalty. In Lady Wang’
> ! . Y Wang’s (moth
ﬁ;::)ng E M) Nicfan chieh-tu £ ¥ 2 3 (Brief Record oj(f Wmmer’so;ewang
il d;:k tzt that admonished women in the tradition of Pan Chao’s ﬁd ﬂg
K, the wo virtyes were explained in this way: “A loyal official

> I not mar h

Yet such broad opinions as that of Lady Wang were not accept d
. epie

;;thout qualifications. In the time of K'ang-hsi's reign, Mao Ch'i-ti
(:1623-17 16}, like the earlier Kuei Yu-kuang Eﬁ'j’é (1506 -;ng =
Posed: 1) a betrothed maiden’s having to observe chaste wisclo‘»«.rho5 7dI ’ ‘;P'
od; 2) a

(1.3
- ;‘g}lj;ill_‘, yr- 1851, p. 10432 (ch. 494, pp. 17a-b).
- TCHTSL, yr- 1800, p. 10424 (ch. 404, p. 2b).
Ay g lL)i;r. :}-846, P- 10431 {ch. 404, pp. 15b- 16b).
76 e 18) amoa ﬁe:cd evidence of female infanticide and the sex ratio | i
r 1850 were confusing because of the Tai-p'ing warsul‘-){ol nss;h;e pm;‘a;
. Ho, s o

» . .
opulation of Ching, {368 - 1953 (Cambridge: Harvard U.P. 1959), pp. 58 -59 67
) s . - > _71'

* Yamazaki Jun'ichi Kyok 7
A R ) . chigoks jseishi iy no kenkys 8% 27 5 7 3z
nit sheng-huo shil gg gg@%ﬁ' PP- 266-78; Ch'en Tung-yiian R§ R, cnp i
elaborates the theme of rale | (rpt. Taipei: Chung-hua, 1g6s), p. 282; ,T'ie g K fu-
correlates thern buse] ale _oyalty and female chastity, especially widos ; suici n fu- 8
on staustics. See Tien, Male Anxiety and Femat:ycllasei; o ag o be
) PP 24-31.
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betrothed maiden’s committing suicide upon her fiancé's death; and 3) a

betrothed maiden’s being buried with the deceased fiancé.

Yi Cheng-hsieh #i IE % (1775-1840), a contemporary of the Ch'ien-
lung emperor, criticized society’s lauding never wed but betrothed women

who acted like celibate widows. He also questioned the propriety of a
woman’s sharing a grave with a man who had never been her bed partner.
Yii felt that such practices would contradict and devalue traditional wedding
ceremonies. Dating from the Warring States period, these wedding rites
were: 1) gift-offering; 2) requesting the girl’s name, birth date, and birth
time; g) divination; 4) betrothal with exchange of gifts; 5) seeking approval
for the date of the wedding; and 6) fetching the bride. Yi said that wise men
in the past did not see the contradiction and had not contemplated the issue.
Yii traced the earliest story of a betrothed maiden’s observing chaste
widowhood to Lo Ching ¥& #¥, the daughter of Lo Ch'in 8 ¥, in Lich-nii
chuan. Lo was betrothed to Chu K'uang 5% K, but before the marriage
ceremony Lo’s father died. Chu volunteered to take care of the Lo family’s
extensive business for his iancée. Before long he became sick and died, and
Lo vowed not to marry. Later Yang Tso % ¥ wanted to marry Lo Ching
and tried to force her to accept the engagement money. Lo Ching ran away,
but Yang seized her younger brother and sister as hostages. Lo had to go to
Yang to explain her vow not to marry because of Chu K'uang’s kindness,
and that if Yang forced her to marry she would immediately commit suicide.
Yang then gave up. Yii Cheng-hsieh believed Lo Ching to have been truly
chaste and justified in observing a pure widowhood, but he also felt that
unmarried chaste women subsequently in history lacked adequate reason

for their action.”
Yii said that if women should not remarty, then there is no rite that

would permit men to remarry either. Yii elaborated:

An ancient saying goes: “In one’s life one does not change partners.”
But in referring to one’s life, this means both men and women’s lives.
“Seven reasons to oust one’s wife” means that one may change wives
seven tumes. “To remarry after a wife’s death” means that one may
change for the eighth time. The rites and righteousness have no limit
for men, and these men embellish their arguments as a means to control

women. This is certainly a shameless argument.”

21 Y0 Cheng-hsieh R1IE 8, “Chen-nii shuo B 3 3," in idem, Kuei-ssu lei-keo 3 2 IR

{rpt. Taipei: Commercial Press, 1957), p- 494
22 Y{i, “Chich-fu shuo 1§ 32,7 ibid., p. 493.
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Y concluded that “we should not blame those who do re
who do not remarry, we should pay them our respects.”

Yii further lamented the tragic suicides of widows in Fukien province,
where female infanticide was prevalent.

marry; as for those

poisonous wine in a vessel, or a rope over
a beam. Alas, the daughter wants to live byt the pressure js great. With
bitterness and grief fiiling her heart, she dies to the cheers of the clans.
men, who will apply for tmperial honors and make known the family
Rame. A tall and glorious arch will face the front door. At night there is
the voice of a new ghost begging to return.»

Although Confucian morality, social sanctions, and government meas-
ures all worked against the remarriage of widows, and although remarried
widows were generally looked down upon, potent forces were also working
the other way. The issue of remarriage was more complicated in traditional
China than in any other part of the world.® There was no way that a wid-
owed woman could make a decent living on her own. In most families the
chaste widow became an extra mouth to feed. The young widow might have
an obligation that transcended the concept of fidelity or the abstract notions
of Confucian teachin gs: for example, that of raising children. In a well-to-do

remarry. The Ch’ing legal code held that when a widow remarried, her first
husband’s family could take back her inheritance and dowry. A rich widow
might be coerced into Tremarriage by her parents-in-law or brothers-in-law,
Economic considerations thus could easily outweigh moral teachings. Even a
widow’s own natal family might coerce her to remarry out of consideration
for her own weifare. Legal authorities ever since the time of the Tang
dynasty paid attention to the dilemma.” The T ang and Ming codes upheld

2 Ibid.; Tung, “Litai chich-tieh,” p. 4. J. Dolittle in the tiddle of the nincteenth century
witnessed a widow's suicide in Fu-chou; sec his Socias Life of the Chinese (New York, 1867) 1, p.
109.

 For stories concerning the pressure 1o Temarry, see fonathan Spence, The Death of
Woman Wang (New York: The Viking Press, 1978), pp. 59-7¢; Waltner, “Widow and
Remarriage,” pp. 138-39; Tlien, Male Anxiety and Female Chastity,” pp. 31-38, and 138; for
examples in the Sung dynasty, see Elvin, “Female Virtue,” p. 121,

* For Tang legal codes relevant 1o this subject, see Hafieh Yiin-sheng &% f0 5, comp.,
Tang Ming it ho-pien BB S i (tpt. Taipei: Commercial Press, 1g77), P- 287. For Ming
vodes, see Ta Ming i chi-chich A B R (rpt. Taipei: Hsleh-sheng shu-cha, nd.) 2, pp.
665 -66; also Yamazaki, “Shinche ni okeru,” pp. 49— 59; and Tung, “’l'a’ung Hap tao Sung,”
in Pao, Chung-kuo fu-nil, p. 153,
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he right of a widow’s parents or grandparents to force her into a scc.ond
t arriagge but stipulated the punishments for coercion by other relauv;s.
?hese were graded by the closeness of the kinship bonds —the closer the
relationship, the milder the punishment.

The Ch'ing code made a revolutonary change by imposing corporal
punishment on parents and parents-in-law who forced a widow to remarry.

If a widowed wife or concubine, after observiflg the mournu:ng per:)o(:
for the death of her husband, decides to remain sexually ab.stu;ent‘: :e
her grandparents, parents, grandparem?-m-law,‘ or parents?m- l:w eosrof
her to remarry, they will receive a beating .of eighty blows; rel :v o
one grade less (ch'i-ch'in Hi #) will receive a greater punis meen,
relatives of two grades less (ta-kung K ) and others wn.ll r:cen:iu e\‘rl "
greater punishment. The woman and the man who mamefd er o
be punished. If the marriage has not yet taken place, the widow sbsewe
returned to her former husband’s family and be aliowed tt:l oIf e
chaste widowhood. All mouney and gifts .shall be returm&tl . e
marriage has taken place, she shall live with the nt;w farnily but a

money and gifis will be confiscated by the government.

Widows who believed in remaining unmarried at any co‘st ’usua:y
resorted to various means to avoid pressure for remarriage: muulaung the
face; cutting off an ear; slashing the nose; feigning s.lc.kness; concealll;lgd:
knif;' swearing; threatening to commit suicide; declining to take a bath;

i ian; ing off fingers.”
becoming a vegetarian; or cutting o . ' ‘

Siuc;§ life could often be difficult for widows, any relief measure, elt;Ier

governmental or private, was ilmportant in order to help wtfmcnbcafrry :);

ir wi 'ry. However, little relief was given before

ward their wish not to remarry. : . .

mid-Ch’ing. In the Shun-chih and Ch’ien-lung reigns, wxd.ows a-lread);

honored as chaste, if old and extremely poor, were able to receive rations o
= .

ice from the local government. ' '

; Charitable institutions for chaste women started to‘ proliferate u;ﬁ the

mid-Ch’ing, especially during the reigns of the T'ung-chih [&] ?-ﬁa(;jm;

1874) and Kuang-hsi JE§ (r. 1875 - 1908) cmper?rs. Afe\'»vhsu- : 1; e

JR, or Asii-li hui fll % W, institutions for the relief of widows, ha

i Taipei: Wen-hai ch’u-pan
 Ta Ching Mi-ti huit'eng hsin-tsuan K TR 91 @ EH W (cpe. Taipe

she,n.d.), ch. g, PP lfmgl-_gl?.”
:Tmu?fszfsf;‘l fgé:h'pl.cu:z;fg; ?dl 403, p. 11a), and yr. 1746, p. 10418 {ch. 403, p. 22b).
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established as early as the early Ch'ing.” But after the outbreak of the T ai-
P’ing Rebellion (1851 - 1864), there was a revival of neo-Confucianism and a
rencwed emphasis on traditional Chinese virtues. Loyalty was stressed by
both the Manchu rulers and the Chinese scholar-officiais in their responses

Hung-chang % 3 % (r823-1901) not only promoted loyaity but aiso
turned their attention to notions of chastity. As governors-general of Liang
Kiang and Chihl;, they sponsored the establishment of institutions for
widows that used both government and private resources. As governor-
general of Chihli, Li Hung-chang personally drafied the regulations for the
Ch’ian-chieh vang 2 #§ % (Hali for Preserving Chastity), an institution in
Pao-ting prefecture, Chihl; province. Li began by explaining the importance
of chastity as one of the “four pillars of Heaven and Earth *

In ancient times there was a saying that Heaven and Earth had pillars
and support . . . Human beings are born with the vital energy of Heaven
and Earth, and are capable of being loyal, filial, chaste, and righteous.
Those at the higher (level} put into action Heaven's creativity; those
below respond to Earth's steadfastness, If they are not swayed and with.-
out deviation, then they are pillars and supports. The great virtues of
loyalty, filial piety, chastity, and righteouness should be followed by all
those under Heaven. Among all the virtues, however, chastity is only
manifested under certain situations and thus is an important pillar,

Since the right way of the gentleman (chiin-tzu B F) begins with the
husband-wife relationship, women are not insignificant.®

Li further quoted the classics to reinforc

¢ arguments against remarriage
by widows, and he even claimed that chaste

widows deserve immortality. It
was the responsibility of officials and benevolent men to provide for them so
that they would not be hungry or homeless or commit suicide.”

* According to Fuma Susuma % & 3, institutions like Hsti-li hui were started by Peng
Chi-feng EW (1701 - 1784) in Soochow and later spread (o other parts of Kiangsu. Fuma
Susuma, “Zenkai zendd no shuppatsu” 3 6 & % #, in Ono Kazuko /J\!fﬁ]?, ed.,
Minshin fidai no seiji to shakai B 1 %5 4%, 0D B 9 o KW (Kyoto, 1983), p. 207. Angela K.
Leung | B & maintains that throughout the Ch’ing dynasty the government, central or
local, bad never actively participated in philanthropic activities; see Leung, “Ch’ing-tai t2'u-
shan chi-kou yil kuan-liao-teng t kuan-hsi” 7 a3 ¢ 3.V 11 B O IR R, Minsu-
hsiieh yen-chix-so chi-k'an 66 (1988), pp. 85 - ro3.

% Li Hung-chang 3 ¥§ %, “Ch’tan-chich t'ang changch’eng 2 M % % {“On the
Regulations for Ch'tan-chieh tang”), in Huang Peng-nien é E e al,, comps,, Chs-fu

Vungchit BT E (rpt. Taipei: Hua-wen shu-chi, 1968; hercafter cited as CFTC), p. 3532
{ch. 109, pp. 213a-b).
3 Ibid.

1IG

CHASTE WIDOWS

Institutions for widows in the provinces of Kiangsu, Ch:iehl;-han? lll-{l_:::n
were government-sponsored, privately sponsored, or both. e following
is a list of different names for those institutions.

Chen-chieh r'ang HE® Hall for Chastity .

Ch'ing-chieh t'ang RN o Hall for Pure Clllasuty .
Ch’iian-chieh Cang 2 %% Hall for Preserving Chfnsuty .
Ch’iian-chieh hui .00 ) Association for Preserving Chastity

Ch'ung-chieh tang  ##i% Hall for Respecting Chastity

Shih-jen tang R Hall for Learning I'lenevolenlce
Pao-chich chii Rl Bureau for Defendlng’Chasut)‘r

(t-1i hui mEe Association for the Relief of Widows
Hsf-l{ h“_l_ % = Bureau for the Relief of Widows
Hs?-t o R Institution for the Relief of Widows
g;:;g-sc(l)ﬁeh 50 HOmp Institution for .Revering'Chastity
Ching-chieh 'ang L4 Hall for Revenng Chasut)j
Li-chen t'ang A Hall for Upholdu.lg Chasut.y
Wan-chieh tang THiE Hall for Complem.lg Chastlt?'
Li-chieh t'ang R = Hall for Encouraging Chastity

Through local gazetteers it is possible to obtain a better un;iel:'st?nd}:lg
i institutions and the living conditions of the institu-
of the operation of these institutions e living co s of the fnsit
ionali i Ch'iian-chieh t'ang in Pao-ting p A
tionalized widows. In the case of . g in |  profeciurs,
i i -chang, there is detailed informatio
which was enlarged by Li Hung-c D
the management and the salaries of the personnel. In the :ar.lyICh glz
g .
ieh t’ I and referred to as the Hsi-li hui. In
Ch'ian-chieh t'ang was smal I 1843
ials i i ised funds and expanded the ins
scholar-officials in the community raise . iution
i ith i tion modeled after that o ing
to more than sixty rooms, with its opera _ ¢ of Ching:
ieh t in Ki hen Tseng Kuo-fan and Li Hung-chang
chieb tang in Kiangsu. W : ore
governors-general of Chihli they appropriated governmer;t fubt:d; a:;d;:l;oo
L . ,
i i for the institution. The fund almost dou
private donations - d loubled to 27,000
i ding land acquisition, con s
tacls of silver by 1870, excluding : -
modeling expenses incurred during the expansion to 166 rooms. Intere
n the fund was used for daily operation. .
’ The institution admitted only women under thirty years of age whose

3 Kao Mai i M, “Wa-kuo chen-chieh-t'ang chih-tu 1 ycn-]::n::lm %ﬁi ?gﬁ] g E:JE
W in Tung-fang tsa-chik W7 325 [1935], pp- 101-%; 8 2. p. 1068 Tecng Kuo.
: ., Fu-chien t'ung-chih ERAX (rpt. Taflpc:: Hua-wen, 19 5% 1 o, o e
e 'gﬂi ct al., comps., Hu-nan t'ung-chih 3 3 B & (rpt Talpe_l.' Y :ﬂ:ﬂjiﬁ}g
o u:?&: and 1167; a'nd Yang Ch'eng-hsi BAR cal, comps., Hu-pei L'ung-¢
I(:'rl::t’t. Taipei: Hua-wen, 1967) 49, pp. 1167, 1169, 1173, and 1175.
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husbands or fiancés had just died
determined to live the rest of
headed by a supervisory board of directors,
scholar-officials. The board members received no salary.
The paid staff of the institution included a
manager, inner manager, three tutors, two janitors, one cook, three assis-
tant cooks to take care of fuel, rice, and water, two timekeepers, one servant,
and two inner maidservants. In 1870 their monthly salaries were as follows:

general manager, an assistang

General Manager 7,000 wen 3 (wen was a basic unit of copper cash)

Assistant Manager 5,000 wen

Inner Manager $,000 wen

Tutors 48,000 wen for all three
Janitors 3,500 wen each

Cook 2,000 wen

Assistant cooks 1,500 wen each
Timekeepers 3,000 wen each

Servant

1,500 wen each
Inner maidservants 1,500 wen each

per month, and 1,000 wen per month
heated beds. Tea, lam p oil, and coal w

ere supplied in reasonable amounts to
the managers. Each room was furnis

hed with a metai lamp and 1.3 ounces
of lamp oil per night. The timekeeper received 2.6 ounces of lamp oil and

one candle per night. In the winter months each room got a small coal
burner, 6.75 bushels of coal, 5.26 ounces of charcoal, a pair of fire tongs,
and a stack of logs for the under-the-bed heating system.
The women ate rice and/or noodles, with six persons at 2 table, Each
table was allotted two big plates of vegetables prepared by the cooks outside
1e

,» whose families were poor, and who were
their lives unmarried. The institution was

which consisted of sixteen

CHASTE WIDOWS

and transferred through a chuan-t'ung nfﬁ. (literally, a revolvfmg bucl::zl.
The chuan-t'ung was a kind of revolving window, tO'O sTnaI! or a gr "
n to enter. It connected the inner portion of the institution, where the
Pfrs" lived, with the outer portion. On holidays, such as New Year days
Wldo;iv:st ﬁve‘days of the lunar new year), the fifth day of the fifth moo.n., the
:itft::enth day of the eighth moon, and the first day of winter, additional
i d.
SP“;"_::Z if::t(ilt:t::e}:-:: a strict admission procedure. The young wido.w who
applied for admission had first to submit detailed personal informanon.hlﬂn
agsition to giving her place of birth, her address, and the names of her (:h -
dren, she had to prove that she was under thirty years of age, that Hc;
husband or fiancé had recently died, and that .her famll?z was ::tiol; e
neighborhood elder had to write a recomr’nen’datxon I.etter in her fa lt;c;m ‘
manager’s office, on receiving the appllcanofn as,sxgned thf.a?pmation
number and recorded in the register the applicant’s personal inforn vesd:
The file was forwarded to the board of direct.o.rs for exammauonl; n:) “
gation, and verification. After a favorable decision was mad.e a; the bz:rd
level, the applicant was formally accepted. TI.\e.manag‘er assiste N ;u:
in the investigation and was expected to remain impartial throug . ..n -
If 2 widow was pregnant upon acceptance, ‘she coulc‘i stz'm receivi ﬁ? her
allowance right away, but she could not move into the 1nst1tun<?nh unWidow
month after the baby was born. Personal property brought with a neow
when she entered had to be reported to the manager, and the manage e
to itemize the belongings in the register and report them to the prefec
istrict authorities. ' '
e ":‘Il:::l;:)tng widows had to be accompanied by thfm” nelghtigrtl:lc_)i?‘d
elders when they arrived for entrzmce.d"l'hosn;.-l wl‘lo ::dﬁil:llldé;ril] ;:::n undeﬁ
and have them educated at the institution. ren un
:::I]]:ea::::i with their mothers in the inner portior.l o.f ti?c ms-n;u::::
Children over twelve lived in the outer portion of the msntut..to: wit he
teachers, with permission to visit their mothers througIF the tight revo Eng'
bucket twice a day—once in the morning and once in the evening.
trances and exits were monitored by the manager on du.ty. .
When a son reached the age of eighteen anc'] d{d r‘lot have akg >
academic record, he would be ordered o leave the |rrst|tuu0n and make
own living. At the appropriate age, a daughter’s marriage cou'ld ll:le :r;a:eget:
by the mother. If a resident widow’s daughter ‘becamc disal z: e
illness, she could remain in the institution accordmg to the regulation o
unmarried but betrothed chaste women. If a marriage could be arrang
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for her, then it was done so accordingly. When a resident’s daughter got
married, the institution gave her a dowry of 16,600 wen.

When a widow died, the institution provided a coffin and reasonable
burial expenses. Her children would be taken care of by another widow in
the institution, usually a friend, who received an additional allowance for the
foster child of 400 wen Per person per month. If the children were abused or
neglected, the institution would find them another foster mother,

Since the primary purpose of the institution was to uphold women’s

decisions to be unmarried, security was of the utmost importance. The
women were secluded from the rest of the world, Various measures were
devised and observed. The keys to the secluded inner portion of the institu-
tion were handled only by the manager and the assistant manager, and they
were not used unless necessary. For important official business both the
Mmanager and the assistant manager had to be present to break the paper
seals that were stuck over the doors, and the date on the seal and the
manager’s chop mark would be checked. Only then could they unlock the
two sets of doors. Before they could enter, the servantin the interior portion
would announce their arrival, and all the widows had to hide in their rooms
and were not allowed to walk around. No male relative of the widow could
come to visit her except her own sons. Among the female relatives, only her
mother-in-law and mother were permitted to visit and only twice 2 month at
the most. If a relative came to offer gifts such as food to the institutionalized
widow, he or she had to report first to the manager’s office. The gifts were
carefully examined by the manager and then were delivered through the
revolving bucket.

If the widows were willing to sew or make crafts for the town shops,
materials or supplies from the shops were first delivered to the manager’s
office for registration and then transferred to the interior through the revol-
ving bucket. The finished products were delivered to the shops by the same
route. Servants or maidservants who assisted in the delivery received no
share of the money paid to the widow for her work. :

If a chaste widow wanted to purchase needed items, the message was
conveyed by the inside maidservant to the servant on duty outside. Afer
reporting it to the manager, the purchase was made by the assigned staff.
Servants and maidservants who made purchases without consulting the
manager would be fired.

If a widow’s parents, parents-in-law, or children became seriously ill, she
could report it to the manager via the servants, and with his permission she
could go home for a visit. Ifany of these relatives died, she was allowed to go

I14
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h and for funeral and burial services she had the same privilege. Tw.ic.e
e the spring and autumn, the widows were allowed to go out to visit
vt of tﬁeir relatives, especially those of their husbands. The institu-
t'he g“"e:"d d 400 wen for expenses to cover each of these visits. The widows
:0: t};rg:la:m;panied by the maidservants and had to return to the institu-
a
- o: thee:?dnet:azt)-ok turns —two at a time —at being in charge of the
\;r fj): a month. If there were quarrels, they mediated them. if one of the
E : ot sick they had to take care of her. Unresolved problems had to
e eoor gd to the manager. Problems could result in a fine deducted from
?::::::::Iy allowance, or if serious, could result in the expulsion of the
i i the institution. N
delm\gl}:::[ i:ls(:i(t):tif:::;ized widows, whether alive or dead, became ?hgi.ble
for imperial recognition as chaste, the instituti?n submitted the afppllcatloon
for them. If granted, a widow’s name was inscribed on the col'lecuve mem -
rial arch at the institution and her name a‘ud' honor became wx.dely.;:;)\:ri:h
The spirit tablet of the widow’s husband, a ?lece of fine wood msc:;lon e
his name, could be brought into the institution. It was placed onfath gChaste
designed for the purpose—a symbol of the togetherness of the
i d.
W‘d°:c;:r‘i“}:fr tdoec;ias!::nhg"-i}::\ln:, even well before the time of his involve-
ment peoplegassociated with Ch’dan-chieh Cang were doingl .well.. ir;gi::
the children of chaste widows educated the'rc were s.uccessf? “;1 C{v service
examinations or business endeavors. The highest-paid staff in the ins -
were the tutors (they received nore than dcfuble the pay of thebman:fg[h;
and their performance was constantly monitored by the members
irectors. .
boa!:;i"hoef (:;rcf)rds of life in Ch'iian-chieh Cang afe féil:‘.lzl_deta:e;i{,u:r:; t};::
exist in addition records of other institutions in ihli an o b o
*lian-chieh Cang institution in Tientsin was established in .1 y
s:‘e't:::ct Jen Hsin—fheng f£ 18 B with the support of the ?|gh‘ll:!:nn$;
officials Ch’ung-hou 58 & and Heng-ch’ing =4 3 Tht.: regu al:xcnmmld e
case stated that both Han Chinese ZI‘ll(El ?on;‘Han z=.-dtl;::‘::e f;::lg:e vould be
accepted without discriminaton.™ This s urt ¢=:rl ;v:- cice shar the Manchoe
accepted the high regard that the Chinese he o hate widowhood
the power of these two Manchus, a portion of t c .evy_ lecte
::)Cr:u::a(:i)wne[:by the government was appropriated for this institution.

3 CFTC, pp. 3531 -32 (ch. 109, pp- 2112 -;zil_)zl.
* CFTC, pp. 3533 (ch. 109, p. 2160). Ibid.
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under one circumstance — when the related widow was seriously ill. Also,
instead of children under twelve, this institution only permitted children
under ten to live with their mothers in the interior hail,*

Because of limited space in chastity institutions, qualified widows fre-
quently had to wait for years. An alternative measure was to offer an allow-
ance to stay-at-home widows. In Hunan, Kiangsu, and Fukjen considerable
numbers of widows were benefited in this way. In Changsha, Hunan, during
the reign of the Kuang-hsii emperor, the Hail for Encouraging Chastity
ordinarily assisted 765 chaste widows.” In Fuchow, Fukien, in the reign of
the T'ung-chih emperor, the Hall for Revering Chastity subsidized 400
chaste widows reguiarly ®

The limited number of widows any residential chastity institution couid
admit left room for bribery and corruption.” Moreover, sometimes unfair
practices occurred in the way the imperial government established their
honors for widows. Jonathan Spence has called attention to the “historical
nepotism” of the T'an-ch ‘eng gentry in their selection of virtuous widows for
mention in the local gazetteer. Four of the local compilers managed between
themselves to include three of their mothers and two sisters-in-law among
the fifty-six women chosen to be honored.* Corruption also involved rec.
ommending widows for the imperial honor as chaste. Ho Ching i 2%
memorialized from Kwangtung province to the effect that “the government
should seriously punish extortionists in order to bring out the chaste . .

The clerks in eastern Kwangtung are very corrupt. Chaste widows applied
for honor and the Board of Rites ordered the clerks to investigate and

% CFTC, pp. 3534 {ch. 109, p. 217b), ST Hu-nan Yung-chih 43, p. 1161.
» Fu-chien tung-chih g2, P- 1066, » CFTC, PP- 3534 (ch. reg, p. 217b},
* Spence, Woman Wang, p. 61; usually the family of the candidate took the initiative to

women in isolated villages or peasant familics because “those honored today are mostly from
the rich and the suburbs, or have wide connections and influence"; Huang Liu-hung, Fy-hui
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report immediately, but they did not report for years. They exton:::or:o::;
and then reported the case. It arouses resentment to s¢e¢ €Xto!
13 1c P4l
D e hk: tt:;s.institutions for chaste widows that flourished in the late
"Somc (t)inued to exist in Republican China, during which time new ones
o mg;os[:udy in the 1930s showed that in Kiangsu province alone there
:r:'s:.nineteen such institutions in 1931.” Following is a list of them:

OF
LocA YEAR FUND NUMBER
TION NAME e D AR
ih-jen ¢’ T ung-chih Income froma1xr 40
wqﬁ " Shgﬁf‘; 218 e mou of land
Wu Pao-chieh chii 1895 47
L3 RER P .
§ i 812
Scochow Ch'ing-chieh I
3k tang W G
* Lien-shui  Hsii-li hui 1913
MK R mEe -
Tung-tai  Hsi-li hui 1928 go ytian
Ham o=@ p .
Tung-tai  Hsi-li hui
Kg.‘:?ﬂ mE® G ) B
Tung-t'ai Hsi-li hui Kuang-hsii 288 yilan
A 1183 B4 )
Feng-hsien Hsii-li hui West 1863 1200 yila
FENM FHHER G
Feng-hsien  Hsi-li hui East 1842 1500 ytian
ERR HNE® G .
Wu-hsi Ch'ing-chieh 1864 180 yian
.3 -1 Cang MEE P . .
Chin-t'an  Hsii-li chii carly Ch'ing 1241 yilan
3.1 mER G ) .
Li-yang Ch'ilan-chich Kuang-hsii 8500 ¥
B hui 286 G ' egmeom.
Chiang-yin  Hsii-li so 1929 6800 yiian phrd
- WG
Chiang-tu  Fu-nii chiu-chiso 1916 goo yilan
AR BB G o
Chiang-tu  Ch’dan-chich carly T'ung- 333 yian
Y tang 2% P chib
41 TCHTSL, yr. 1862, pp. 10432 - 33 (ch. 404, pp- 18b-1ga).
€ Kao, “Wo-kuo chen-chieh 'ang,” p. 101-2.
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LOCATION Name YEAR Funp NUMBER oF
STARTED Winows
Shanghai Hsii-li hui 1906 50
N Y mEY G
Chin-shan  Ch'iian-chich 1831 40,000 yflan 120 live-in,
&I Cang 241% G 200 com.
Chin-shan Ch'ung-chieh T'ung-chih 1200 ytlan 320 com.
LUK tang & it p
Chia-ting  Ch'ing-chieh 1901 23

=% tang W%t G

Note: G=government; P=private; <om.=commuters;

In a society where men were allowed to have concubines and where
female jealousy was a justification for being expelled from the home, chastity
became an important perception of ideal female behavior, Temples and
memorial arches were erected for chaste women and their names appeared
in local gazetteers and dynastic histories. During the New Culture Move-

is very difficult and painful, favored by no one, of profit to no one, of no
service to the state or society, and of no value ar all to posterity, It has lost its
vigor and has no reason 1o exis,"® Their criticism of the “cannibalistic -
chiao” gained wide audience among Chinese people. Conservatives respond-
ed with such sayings as, “Among all evils filial piety would become the first;
among all virtues lascivousness would become the foremost.” Tn this way,
conservatives believed that the reformers regarded lustful women and
disloyal ministers as the good people in history.«

© Lu Hstin 8 3A (under his n name T'ang Ssu & #2), “wo chih chieh-lieh kuan” 82
12U W, Hsin Ch ing-nien gﬁi 5-2 (1918), pp. 93 - 100; for other criticisms by the May
fourth intellegentsia, see Pao Chiadin, “Min-ch'u fu-nii ssu-hsiang” B8y % x8 1,
Chung-hua minkuo chicn-kuo shik ¢'ao-lun-hug lun-wen o R BBk
(Taipei: Committee on the Conference on the History of the Republic of China, 1981), pp.
1-25; for an English version, see Chia-lin Pao Tao, “The Feminise Thought in the Early
Republican China,” Symposium on the History of the Reprublic of China (Taipei: Compilation
Committee of Symposium on the History of the Republic of China, 1g81) g, PP- 273 ~98.

“ Chow Tsc-tsung, The May Fourth Movemens: An Intellectual Revolution tn Modern China
(Stanford: Stanford U.P, 1960}, p. 6g.
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