DENIS TWITCHETT
The T’ang Imperial Family

he single most important political objective for the T"ang ruling house

was ensuring the orderly succession to the throne and the continuity
of their dynasty. In a system where s0 many powers were vested in the
sovereign, it was vitally important that there should always be a capable
man on the throne, able to provide leadership for his court and stability for
the dynastic regime, as well as to mediate among his ministers and make
essential decisions. The T’ang house, which came from the northwestern
aristocracy, at first operated a style of government common among the
northern peoples in which the emperor ruled through achieving whenever
possible consensus among his council of minister-advisers. To do this effect-
ively he also needed to exercise unquestioned authority over them, and
when necessary to enforce his own decisions with or without their concur-
rence.

THE SUCCESSION

The succession of an unsuitable ruler could be a disaster: a violent or
tyrannical emperor could easily alienate not only the people as a whole but
also the ministers and officials through whom he had to act; a feckless and
inattentive ruler would allow his proper authority to be usurped by his min-
isters or worse by self-seeking and sycophantic favorites. The succession of a
chiid-emperor raised especially difficult problems; it automatically required
a regency, which would place the control of the court in the hands either of
a dowager-empress, or of a dominant chief minister. Such a succession car-
ried the threat of factional dissention, or worse, a threat to the dynastic
family’s continued dominance.

Moreover, the succession of a very young emperor could set off a chain
reaction {on emperors’ lifespans, see table 1, appended). If he died young,
and this was not unlikely, for an immature young emperor barely in his
teens was presented with every sort of tempiation to excess and self-indulg-
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ence, this could set the stage either for a further succession by an infant sop
or, if the young emperor died without male issue, for the selection of &

prince out of the direct line of succession. In either case this could lead to
serious factional disputes,

outside the normal patter
846, when five emperors
time when the court an
Iea.dership.

The throne was the only patrimony in the empire where the succession
did not automatically pass from father to eldest son by the principal con-
sort, or, if the eldest son had predeceased his father, either to his eldest
grandson, or, if there were no grandsons, to a younger son. To avert the
possibility of the succession to the throne of an inept or unsuitable descen-
dant, and to avoid any chance of a disputed succession, it was usual to
select and appoint an heir-apparent (huang t'ai-tzu BXF; tai-tou AKF)
early in each reign (for a chronological list of heirs-apparent, and their rank
by birth order among siblings, see table 2, appended). The emperor and hjs
advisers could, in theory, designate any of the royal princes, and since many
T'ang emperors had large numbers of sons, the choice was wide. But
seniority was important: the older the succeeding emperor, the less the
chance of political instability. Thus the eldest son was the normal first
choice. Hsiian-tsung 52 (r. 712-56), for example, was appointed heir-
apparent by his father, Jui-tsung &% (. 684-90, 710-12), in 710 only
afier his elder brother 1 Ch’eng-ch’i Fr 2. who had a better claim to the
succession and had served as heir-apparent during Jui-tsung’s earlier Teign
under the tutelage of empress Wu K3, had declined in his favor.' At
times, when there seemed a particular need to settle the succession beyond
the next generation, the emperor could select one of the heir-apparent's
sons as the imperial grandson (huang t'ai-sun BAFR), although there was
disagreement about the propriety of doing this while the heir-apparent was
himself still alive.2 In such cases the infant prince was

and become the prelude to a series of successions
n. This happened, for example, between 8s0 and
succeeded to the throne in a quarter century, at a
d empire urgently needed: stability and strong

assigned preceptors

' Liu Hsii S8 et al., Chiy Tang shu WIEX {Peking: Chung-hua shu-chsj, 1975; here-
after, CT5} 95, p. yoro; Ssu-ma Kuang S5, Toe-chik Lung-chien & 15 B & {Peking: Ku-chi
ch'w-pan-she, 1956; hereafter, TC 7€) 209, p. 6650.

2 Wang Py T8, Tang Rut-yao @ 8 {Shanghai: Shang-wu yin-shu kuan, 1945; hereafter,

4 PP- 49-50. This first happened in 642, when T'ai-tsung was worried abeut public
concern over the heir-apparent Chleng-chrien’s conduct and fitness o rule. To attempt to sta-
bilize the situation he issued an edict ensuring that if the heir-apparent wereto die, succession
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and given an establishment of officials in the same way, though on a lesser

scale, as the heir-apparent.

The Heir-Apparent B

The installation of an heir-apparent was a maj.or political a;:t. It was
conducted with elaborate ritual, by the emperor in {full c01‘1rt, aTu:l the
occasion was marked by a major Act of Grace {ia x;’ut ﬁ(?jﬂ{) m:lud,mgﬁa).r:
empire-wide amnesty, and often some days of “public license” (p’u .

i bine. Again, at the
i - -0ld son, not to another of his sons by a concu

wocll] 1‘:{?;:;‘;2:;}:?5;"& 58‘8)2, after Li Hsien, the future erflperor Chun’g-.l._su:g,o:::
fr:lsta]led as heir-apparent, his eldest son Li C‘Ihung‘-«j\}lﬁz waé hag::;;;e[:ig h:c;sng dt;:;l :gn.e i

i asure to stabilize the succession. . enl - oo
33'9-”;:’: ‘\;uma:d banished to Fang-chou in 684 this appt_):ittpem was caf'lc;'led.—ssff: ;B?’:Fg %
emlpléi‘ 86 p‘. 28335 and Ou-yang Hsiu B iR {Z, Sung Ch'i 70 et :;,11., Hfme :::iumd kel
Ff.’ekin‘ : éhung-hua., 1975, hereafter, HT5) 81, p. 3564. Another cas e was
emprefs.. Wu finally seized the throne(‘ihn 6go0. 'I)"he fgr;qere l};t;]:[p:;:m‘}:ﬁ:ohad Jsung was

. ; . ) is ‘
duced to the rank of imperial heir (Auang-ssu), an : " .

::)p‘;i:nt, was given the title imperial grandm% %Mﬂg;lmu[) ir:e;" gg g%;fy 3:;02 .

: is ritual is specified in Hsiao Sung et_ - 1 _ =
T JkT:l-lsKZ;t:: klenl]()yﬁ kai, 1972; hereafter, XYL} msta_ll:ng helrs-appar‘ent,hsei E::glzislr; ‘
E:h?;uyﬁémsﬁ Tang ia chas ling chi B ASE SR (Peking: Shta(n“g’-\)vuy%(&g 21.;; - ‘;8_‘10;

'IT?II. . 93— 96; and the brevets of appointmen ), . PP- ¢
I;f;;r?&er' 7?:87‘ gl:sga?, d%scription of the ritual, “on a reduced. scale be::a.us:;l eofI ;hd:
empe‘rkc:rvzpb‘e;g um:vell,'- observed at the instaile_ntiop of Mu&sung (s: #s:;zp%uﬁingr; e v
5 lated foliowing; a fuller account is given in Wang i =

ﬁ“:(;;iaanz-;uizrﬁ%ﬁﬁ {Peking: Chung-hua, t1g6o; hereafter, TFYK) 257, pp. 15a—16b).

i “ ath the eaves”; the ceremony was accompanied by the full
T::rter::?ce}:::h?are{s»;:tl::-h;i:}e and the entire imperial bodyguard ‘?::1 t‘IE]:Lc;y::;re'::;
coutiers asmbled by e the il cmant s onc] oo wenring dhen e and

i dressad in their fu . ¢
gan:;zs"l‘a::nt:llf:y entered the main courtyard {cheng-ya) through. Yueh-h:a E:t.'t‘e;ht
s .h after dawn they entered the court; the emperor took his place e;'l uh the
e o tou;ecl by the ranks of eunuchs. The heir-apparent approached on foo fror
eal"l”es a.—trfl?n Ga?e followed and protected by the officials of medp:[:acei;ut:zo;‘ mi:_
. unr%s of r%yal princesses { fu-ma) supporting his robes and cap, an  the r'-h | commis.
Sone li-i skik) conducted him toward the emperor, When_he a.rnvedh he orchestr:
Sllfmelc-i,{ t;';:: i’an insignia were opened, and the assembied courtle:'s made ¢ t}:::r ol ;1,;: "w.
%:Z eheir-apparenl advanced as far as the southea:stern Dragon :L S::ﬁa E:lee::; o grea;;

the sculptured heads of dragons ornamenting the stone. s of the grea
were leading up to the audience hall), made a double oI.Jelsance“an re ived the
smr“"’t"yf invesﬁgture- The provisional president of the Secreta}'la.t Tu Yhui!n.-ymgr l::'  and
oy hD text of the brevet, and when he was finished gave it to the heir appar  rho
:;Z?nt r:a;: a double obeisance and performzsh a d::ce (w:;::i::lé l;;gzir:h re;;réngn o his

ili -tien) at Ch'ung-ming Gate. en the asse ; :
1‘0}’3]_ Pa;ll?: c{;ugmnﬂnm]aﬁom to t%le emgperor, they went to Ch'u_n.g-m _ 'Gatl:em pay ll;;l;
Offerlﬂg Loelhe heir-apparent. The heir ordered the curtains of his pav on bormsedwed and
EZ:E:rfed their obeisance holding his tablet of office. The palace officials
i m him. . )

:egrl::fa;l;: t.:t’::tofrr%race, see Brian McKnight, The Quality of Mercy (Homolulu: U. of
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Sul;slefquently, 1.]iS “capping” ( kuan ), the ceremony marking his coming to
c1':;::1 :;tty; ;r;;l l'f.lS assu::fu'ng “aflult dress” (yian-fiu TCPR),% were also occasions
invierEd e :;uai.. His marna.’tge. was also a major dynastic decision, for it
oo ved b fum.:: :on ofa pnnc.lpa.l consort (f2i #7) who would probably
oocome the mpress, and it too was accompanied by very elaborate
Ont?e the savereign-in-waiting was selected, he was placed in the
of .expenenced statesmen who would act as his mentors and to kcme
r.e51dence in his own palace, the Eastern Palace (Tung-kun’ RE, o
tfn_les called Ch’ing-kung FE), where he presided over a lfr e sta;fm;n "
ficials, deliberately designed as a microcosm of the central oiern e
a.ccu?tom him to the routine of governing with royal dignity g(This oTent', s
tion is described in detail, below.} From time to time, if th.e empe .
tempo?'arily mcapacitated or was absent from the capital on : I;j:i:as
campaign or a royal progress (Asiin-shou #<F, “tour of inspection”),? tll;y
heir-apparent would be appointed temporary regent (chien-kuo E“L@J n
order to give him experience of actually governing the empire :;1 cou, .
under t‘he careful supervision of the highest ranking ministers at,court “r::
other times he might be deputed the responsibility of reviewin cn‘n;‘ [
sentences or deciding minor legal disputes with the same end in nﬁnd 9 -
I‘t was important that the heir-apparent’s pesition of unques;.ioned
st.rpenonty over the rest of the imperial sons be maintained. Early in th
T'ang, as we see below, every prince of the blood (ch’in wang ﬁf)yhad h'e
own personal household establishment comprising a princely administrati .
(wang-fu THF), a group of tutors and adviser-companions, and his ersa (:ll
guards-units. The princes and royal princesses (kung—a’t; o F) aliso (;:u:l

offices to administer the fiefs of maintenance that provided their revenyes

Hawaii P., 1981}. For a sample of A, i
S % 132 ;, p;_bi E;ﬁ(':‘:ace issued to commemorate the installation of a
: ;gg'eﬁ. ps. 495-96: XYL 110; TILC 29, pp. ro7-8
d 111. Por edicts appointing consorts for heirs .are
. nt, T -
" ;eo; rzyal progresses, see Howard | Wechsler, W;P;:r of }E:diean -gkc.%:ul:? ;;jo :u;.!
e gitimation of the Tang Dynasty (New Haven: Yale U.P, £g85) 161-6 e
or collections of edicts appointing the heir-a ‘ o~ b
ggn‘]::u;: wl ;goc; :22:3‘1’ §h259. PP- 3b—gb‘ Until the 8th c. the term used for such a tempo
e chien 0. b e heir rmght :Iso sometimes be deputed with “the duty of del::idjn E
important mai kr:;‘ _r:: magﬁ::f cw}:m{dt’u_—ck.“l‘dz chiin-kus chi-w. In the gth ¢, the comricm
s ng #0 cheng-shif, “manage the civil and military affairs of the

°E. g, TFYK 259, PP- 42-b, 6a-7a.
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Great pains were taken to prevent other princes and princesses from flaunt-
ing their power in excess in an attempt to rival or overshadow the heir-
apparent.'’® A careful balance needed to be struck between allowing the
princes their proper dignity, and ensuring that they and their entourages
did not constitute a political faction, or in any way threaten the heir’s
succeeding to the throne.

In the eighth century the personal establishments of princes and
princesses were gradually whittled away, the ranks of their advisers reduced
almost to vanishing point, and their reveniues cut to the bone. The heir-
apparent alone among the royal children kept his large establishment and
this problem of potential rivalry receded.

Even after the formal installation of an heir-apparent had been carried
out, the emperor could change his mind, and replace him.'' Removing an
heir-apparent was an extremely serious act. Although the empress Wu did
this twice, and also arbitrarily dethroned two young emperors to secure her
own power, she was, as in so many areas of politics, an exception. In normal
circumstances an established heir-apparent could not be replaced arbitrarily,
but the act had to be justified by accusations either that the heir-apparent
was plotting to usurp his father’s throne by armed force (Tai-tsung K55, r.
626- 49, having come to power in just this way); or that he was building his
own political faction with a view to usurpation; or that he was irretrievably
delinquent or mentally incompetent. Such accusations cannot, in most
cases, be tested for lack of surviving evidence. But the fact that they were
made at ali shows that there was a common perception that any decision

changing the succession needed powerful moral or political justification to
make it generally acceptable. The emperor usually consulted with his minis-
ters about such cases, but most officials were unwilling to accept responsibi-
lity for such a potentially dangerous decision, and deferred to the emperor’s
opinion, claiming that the succession was a personal or family matter.
Immediately before an emperor’s death, an imperial testamentary
edict (i-chao B, or i-shu ME) was promulgated, usually confirming the

1o See the memorials of Kao Chi-fu, cited in THY 26, pp. 497-98; others quoted in Wu
Ching ‘R, Chen-tuan cheng-yoot BB, ed. Harada Taneshige IEEBEJ%, Jogan seiya
teikon BB EE X (Tokyo: Toydbunka kenkydjo kiys, 1962; hereafter, CXCY) 4. pp.
113-31; those by Ch'u Suiliang in Li Fang ZE0¥ et al., Wen-yilan ying-hva XL EE (Peking:
Chung-hua, 1956; hereafter, WYYH) 623, pp. 10a-11b; CTS 16, p. 2654.

1 For convenient collections of documentation on the succession, see THT 4, pp. 39-44,

under “Ch’u-chiin £§%,” and TFYK 229, pp. 1a-19a.
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choice that had been made when the current heir-apparent had been
installed.'? The testament was read by a senior member of government in
the presence of the deceased emperor’s encoffined body in one of the great
audience halls, and the new emperor succeeded to the throne “before his
father’s coffin,” as a solemn public sign that the deceased emperor’s will was
being done. In the ninth century, as we shall see, a succession of emperors
came to the throne only days after having been appointed heir-apparent,
and there were well-founded suspicions that the whole process, the selec-
tion and installation of the heir, and the cemposition of a testamentary
edict had been hastily cooked up by his palace eunuchs after the late
emperor’s death or while he was incapacitated by terminal illness.

Before his succession, in normal times, the heir would have spent some
years in preparation for the responsibilities of his new role, From the very
beginning of the dynasty there was a clear perception of the necessity for
this, clearly expressed for example, in a long memorial presented to
Tai-tsung by Liu Chi 278 (d. 645) shortly after the future Kao-tsung %%
had been appointed as heir-apparent.’® A very complex administrative
organization was established to give the future emperor training and
personal experience of officialdom and of the routines of administering the
empire.

The Heir-Apparent’s Administration

The heir-apparent to the throne headed a personal establishment
known as the Eastern Palace (Tung-kung), which was a €OpY in miniature of
the government of the emperor.'* The idea behind this was not simply that
he should live in a grand style that set him apart from the other royal
princes, but that by superintending the activities of a large and varied

12 The testamentary edicts of many of the T'ang emperors are collected in FTCLC 11- 2,
PP- 66-73. The testaments of emperors who abdicated (i-fas) are in TRIC 12, pp. 73-74

12 For this important memorial see THY 4 pp. 39-40; CTS 74, Pp- 260g-11; CKCT 4, pp.
120-24; Ma Tuan-lin E¥EE, Wen-fsien Pung-k'ao THEAEE in Shik L'ung~+ 8 (Shanghai:
Shang-wu, 1935; hereafter, WHTK) 623, pp. 5a-6b; and Tung Kao W& et al,, { Ch'in-ting]
Ch'ian Tang wen [$RE| 2 E X (Taipei: Hua-wen shu-chii, 1965; hereafter, CTW) 151, [
2a—g4b.

1+ See Li Lin-fu ZEH4F et al, T2 Tang liv-tien 3 FE7<H {Taipei: Wen-hai ch’u-pan she,
1962; hereafter, TLT} 26, p. 27-28; THY67, pp. 1167-72; Tu Yu &1k, Tung tien §H4
thereafter, TT), printed in Shik tung (see prev. n.) 30, pp. 171-76; CTS 44 Pp- 1gob-13;
HTS 49A, pp. 12911303 [trans. Robert des Rotours, Traité des fonctionnaires et traité de
Larmée: Traduits de la Nowvelle histoire des Tang [chaps. x1vi-L] [Leiden: E. J- Brill, £gq7-48;
hereafter, Fimct ] 2, pp. 570-628).
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household he would be familiarized with the solemn routin(::s and
procedures that would face him every day after his accession. Like the
emperor, he had provision for the following posts:

1. three preceptors {san-shik): grand preceptor to the hrair—apparent
(t'ai-tzu t'ai-shik R FKHN), grand adviser to the hu?lr—appa:ent N
(t'ai-tzu Uai-fu A (%), and grand guardian of the heir-apparent (¢'ai-tzu

‘ai-pao KIR); ‘ .

2, iha;;f deput{iez: lesser preceptor to the heir-appar,er‘at (t'ai-tzu sh;j:?{%hzh
+:F74 Bfi), lesser adviser to the heir-apparer.lt {tai-tzu shac:—j}‘it 71 1),
and lesser guardian of the heir-apparent {¢'ai-tzu shao-pao 2 {R).

All these posts were extremely high-ranking posilionlsﬁof h?nc;r; th(? th:;z
preceptors each held the lowerfirst rank {or, 1.2),'" their deputies e
lower-second rank (2.2). These preceptors were normally elderly st;te.sn; _
of great distinction and unblemished reputation, to whom th(; ?ul;il
parent was expected to render deep respect and reverence. :llof -
occasions they acted as his escort of honor {{u-pu £ #). Some orr” ; the
posts were frequenily left vacant, since they were only to be fi ev.ded
suitable candidate was available. When they were ﬁ}led thelﬁ pro f: .
sinecures of great dignity and moral prestige for retired holders o

143

highest office, '
* Supervision of the everyday conduct of the heir-apparent was largely

left in the hands of lesser, though still very high-ranking, officials — his four
monitors {tai-tzu pin-k'e X FEE), who held rank 3.1. They_ too .werel
elderly officials whose duties were to accompany, assist and advise him in

15 T'ang ranks followed the basic chin-p’in L& {“ninf l:anks“} ]:y:te_li.nﬂeB:el:;:dl 1:‘::1 :\:;I
numerals s:gepa.rated by a period, the first referring to the “nine :l'an’us. £ o .
shows further subdivisions into two classes: cheng IE (upper) aa rat‘rolgr & fower) uRPa.npeksr o
were subdivided only to that level; thus, e. g, 1.1 means upper- 1rsl e e P e
1E -~ 5, while 1.2 would be lower-first, or first rank, lower ¢ :]i:s e ﬁ.:-l . Ranks 4-9,
h weii’r contained a further division of both upper and lower, e ¥ e gr ubdivisions
bo' ca.iled shang L and ksia F. Thus 4-g each had four grades ul:e . :r ot

el?(g the second numeral refers to the subdivisions: 6.1 would thus u;_;E_‘_ grack o whe
rar :r class of the sixth rank JE758h.L; 6.2 is lower grade/upper [;I‘;,ai;g i %_ﬂ]? ; 631

uPpgr ade/lower class #7554 L and 6.4 is lower grade/ lower ¢ -cﬁ/ o 1906 s
uPF:.; ngfgﬁ rob-13a; THY 67, p. 1167; TT 30, p ), 171B-72A°C; thzte?l:‘s rece‘ption

A, pp 129‘1Pl;2' Fonct. 2, pp. 570-72. For the formalities surrounding
494 PP- -9z '

of his three preceptors, see TH Y26, pp. 496-97-
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his duties, and to help him in his ritual observances.!” There were also his
readers-in-waiting (shith-tu 1335), scholarly officials holding substantive posts
elsewhere in the bureaucracy who were appointed, as a concurrent respon-
sibility, to lecture him on the canonical literature, ' Monitors were first
appointed in 656 and at first often seem to have been chief ministers
performing this function as a concurrent duty. The posts of both monitors
and readers-in-waiting were often left vacant. All these admenitory officials
had a relationship with the prince not unlike that of the chief ministers with
the emperor. In a well-established Confucian tradition, they were to
accustom him to paying heed to the advice, both moral and practical, of
elder statesmen,

The central administration of the heir-apparent’s establishment com-
prised three offices paralleling the three major ministries {san-sheng = 4) of
the central government. The Intendance-General of the heir-apparent (Chan-
shih fu BFEFF) was responsible for the conirol and administration of the
Eastern Palace, paralleling the Department of State Affairs as its central
executive department. The two Secretariats of the heir—apparent, the Left
£ and Right & Ch'un-fang &3 (also known collectively as the Erh fang
Z1F), paralleled the Secretariat (in the case of the Left Secretariat, Tso
ch’un-fang) and the Chancellery {in the case of the Right Secretariat, Yu
ch’un-fang). Like the Chancellery and Secretariat at court, the heir-ap-
parent’s two secretariats handled his correspondence, drafted documents
and memorials, and drew up his orders {ling-shu 2), which had the force
of law like imperial edicts. The acts of the heir-apparent, like those of the
court itself, were formally recorded, and these documents became matters
of record, and were sent to the Historiographer’s Office (Shih-kuan FEE)
annually."” When the heir-apparent was Placed in charge of government
affairs because of the emperor’s temporary absence or incapacity, the heads
of these three offices were expected to provide the prince with especially
careful guidance, and under such circumstances they were known as the
“commissioners of the three offices” (san-ssu shik =R {#).2

7 TLT 26, pp. 13a-b; THY 67, P- 11678; TT30, p. 1724; CTS 44, p. 1906, HTS 404, p.
12q92; Fonct, 2, p. g7e.

" See THY 26, pp. 510-11; TT 30, p. 1724; Fonct. 2, PP- 57273

* Denis Twitchett, The Writing of Official History under the Tang (Cambridge: Cambridge
UP., 1g92), p. 23.

* HIS 49A. p. 12g3.
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For a brief period, from 662 to 670, the heir-apparént’s court also had
its own internal Censorate, the Kuei-fang ££5%, respons'd?le for the corftrol
and discipline of the officials of his staff.2! After its ab?lltlon, the fuﬂCthf‘lS
of maintaining discipline and investigating malpractice arnor.1g ihe heir-
apparent’s officials were vested in two judicial inspectors { ssu-chik SKE), on

the staff of the Intendance-Generah.??

The Intendance-general {chan-shik fu) of the heir-apparent

tendance-General was the executive of the heir-apparent’s
estal:o'lIi::l'nernletrat.23 Its intendant-general (#'ai-tzu chan-shih KT EF held rank
3.1 and was thus nominally the equal of the presidents of the C!'lar;::ellery
and Secretariat, while the deputy intendant-general {shao chan-shik 27 ﬁ%}
held rank 4.1, making him the equal of their vice—presid(::nts. Under their
conirol were the household and the guards of the helr-apparenli. .The
household comprised the Three Courts of the heir-.ap!)arent (Ti—tzu
san-ssu A F =3f): the Court of Domestic Services (Chia-ling ssu < F),
the Court of Ceremonial Affairs (T"ai-tzu lei-keng ssu K FHEEF), and
the Court of Equipages (T"ai-tzu p'u-ssu K?f%%.). .

The Court of Domestic Services was responsible for the provision o
food, for the granaries and storehouses of the Eastern Palace, and Z}.)par-
ently for the heir-apparent’s estates. It controlled thr;e subor: ma.tt:~
offices, the Office of Foodstuffs (Shih-kuan shu ﬁg%}, the Office o
Granaries {Tien-ts’ang shu HEE)? and the Office of Storebc;usfes
{Ssu-tsang shu F]#FE).”” The second of these offices was responsﬂ; ::h or
managing the heir-apparent’s farms, and for the mamtenance. o . ttla:r
slaves, and of the families of corvée laborers designated for service in the

Eastern Palace.

2 TLTsa{?. PP- t7a—1§af gSTEq, p.I tlﬁg}igic;,z.;?::;;om:. 2, p. 576.

:* gig':z'gg :;Z:;l‘;; THT!‘%:;],)‘]:]:?.OZ‘I&}-BS; TT g0, p- 172A-C; CTS 44, Pp. 19079
HT: ?91} ,f ;Fr’ ;sngibfb;ﬁ; éﬁ?.p??;t_??x? IT 30, p. 174a—C: CTS 44, pp. 1910-11: HIS
492 %;237;38 E}&;af;;;g?sﬁia, CTS 44, p- 1910; HIS 494, p. 1297; Fimet. 2, pp.
6009;1?.13"27, pp- 10a-b; TT30, p. 1748; CTS 44, p. 1917} HTS 49A, p. 1297; Fonet. 2, pp.
60;;1127. pp. 11a-b; TTg0, p. 1748; CIS 44, p. 19115 HTS 494, p. 1208; Fonct. 2, pp.

Goz-13.
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The Court of Ceremonial Affairs had broad responsibilities.®* Its head
(lei-heng ling BELS) was responsible for the various ritual observances that
had to be performed by the heir-apparent, for his attendance at the
shih-tien ¥EIE ceremony at the Confucian temple, and for the lectures on
the canonical texts provided for his instruction. The office also was respon-
sible for the clepsydra (water clock) in the Eastern Palace, and for the
raintenance of such other symbols of regular and correct normative
behavior as the pitch pipes for its musicians. The office was lastly respon-
sible for the discipline and punishment of officials in the heir-apparent's
establishment, although many cases seem to have been referred to the
Supreme Court of Justice (A H). '

The Court of Equipages was responsible for the carriages, palanquins,
sedan chairs in the Eastern Palace, the upkeep of the heir-apparent’s stables
and pastures and the provision of fodder for them, and also for the keeping
of the insignia and ceremonial arms for the heir-apparent’s court, and for
funeral ceremonies.® It controlled a special subordinate Office for the
Stables and Pastures of the heir-apparent (Chiu-mu shu BB 2 which
was responsible for the provision and preparation of horses and carriages,
and also supervised the many pastures that were reserved for the heir-
apparent’s needs.

Lastly, the Intendance-General was in control of the Ten Guards of
the heir-appa.rent, described below.

The Left Secretariat of the heir-apparent (¢'ai-tzu tso ch ‘un-fang)

The Left Secretariat was the larger and more important of the two
parallel secretariais. It looked after the official documents issued by the heir-
apparent and the memorials received by him.®

The Left Secretariat was headed by two mentors {¢'zi-tzu tso shu-tzu H
FEMBTF) vank 4.1 and two companions (chung-yin H141) rank 5.I.
Beneath them were the following:

I. two remonstrance secretaries {ssu-i lang A} K ET), rank 6.1, who kept

= ILT 27, pp. 12a-150; THY 67, pp. 1171-72; T30, p. 174; CT8 44, p. 1911; HTS 494,
P- 1268; Fonet. 2, pp. Gog-s.

= TLT 27, pp. 15a-17b; THY 67, p. 1172; TT30, PP. 174C-754; CTS 44, p. 1q11; HTS
494, pp. 1208-qg; Fanct. 2, pp. Gofi—7

* ILT 27, pp. 18a-19a; TT 30, PP- 174C-1754; CTS 44, p. 1911; HTS 49A, p- 191r;
Fonct. 2, pp, Bo7-8.

3t TLT 26, pp. 18a-32b; THY67, pp. 1168-71; T 30, pp- 172C-744; CTS 44, pp.
1907-0; HIS 49A, pp. 1293063 Fomet. 2, pp. 577-04. . '
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the record of the heir-apparent’s daily acts { turg-kung chi-chu 3 = 30 1E)
i he Historiographer’s Office;
and prepared material for ¢ er’

2. the grand counsetlor of the left (&0 yi-te 72 31{%), rank 4.2, who was

- i idi i the prince;
charged with providing moral gmdancte to )

3. five gensor-counsellors (ts0 tsan-shan tai-fu &8 & KK}, rimk 51, \.\.rho
transmitted the prince’s orders and proffered criticism of his actions in
the same way as the remembrancers and omissioners at court; and

4. necessary clerical officials and staff.

The Secretariat of the Left also supervised a number of s]?eci‘a.lized
offices. Most important of these, and again paralleling the organiatlon of
the Chancellery and Secretariat, were the Ch'ung-wen Academy ﬁ—j?fﬁ, ;
small college with a staff of scholars and collators and fifteen studentsl; an
the heir-apparent’s Library Service (Ssu—ching chii &#/E) headed : g two
director-librarian { Asten-ma #EE), rank 5.4.>* This was not onl?/ a library,
but alse an archive for all documents, maps, and pictures submitted to the

heir-apparent. . ‘
Four other subordinate offices had charge of the domestic arrange

ments of the Eastern Palace and the heir-apparent:

1. the Service of Food {Tien-shan chii ﬁ%%);"“a

2. Service of Medicines {Yao-tsang chii %m%);f

3. Service of Furnishings (Nei-chih chii WE%‘) ;% and P

4. Service for Palace Internal Arrangements (Tien-she chii #5%5).
Each of these had two {four in the case of Internal Arramgeme.nt.s')l
chiefs of service (lang BR) and two assistants (ch’eng ZK) controlling large

ers of palace servants and attendants. _ '

5. g:xib;e of th:; Palace Gatekeepers (Kung-men chii = P5/5),* whose
chiefs and assistants commanded the roo gate-porters and other
employees charged with the security of the Eastern Palace gates.

= TLT 26, pp. 22b-23a; THY 67, pp. 1117-18; TT 30, p. 1788-C: CTS 44, p. 1908: HTS
. 1294; Fonet. 2, pp. 584-85. . KT
49&33 PTLITG;?&, [ gga—pe5;; THY 67, pp. 1170-71; 7T 30, p. 173¢C; CTS 44. p 1908; H
. 1908-0; Fmdt. 2, pp. 585-88. . .
49& l:':’g.fzgrg,apg 25a-b; CT5 44. p. 1908; HTS 19A, p. 1295; Fonct. 2, pp- 538-89
s TLT 26, pp. 26a-b; CTS 44, p- 1008; HTS 404, p. 1295; Fm;:: 2‘,- pp- 589 go.gl.
® TLT 26, pp. ebb—g0a; CTS 44, p. 1908; HTS 404, p. 1295; Fonct. 2, pp. 5;;:)— s Fnc
@ TLT 26, pp. yoa-g1a; THY67, p. 1171; CTS 44, p- 1908; HIS 494, pp. 120596

2, Pp. 501-95- ‘ . Fonh 2. oo €040
» TLT 26, pp. 31a-32b; CTS 44, pp. 1908-g; HTS 404, p. 1205; Fonct. 2, pp. 503
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ﬁe‘ Right Secretariat of the heir-apparent (Fai-tz yu ck'un-fang)

This ofﬁ‘ce shared the handling of the heir-apparent’s busi
];z}})erwirk with the Left Secretariat.® Its two mentors (t'ai-tzu y: eg :&nd
o L i e g 41
: smittin ir- ’

1;2;, ihere were also four secretariesgto t‘;: ;:i:zg:zl:z (O tr’:z:zua?ki iecji‘i
municazgola:l:vs}.: ,t l:.vho drafted the prince’s orders, and his formaljczrr:
heors (v 5}; .emilfﬁeror. The Secretariat also had eight protoco]
Oficers {£ur -jen E%A), ?vho were responsible for the recep-

‘ itors and for handling their official communications with g
prince. The Right Secretariat was thus the main channel of l 'the
to the heir-apparent. ommication

Also forming a part of its staff were a grand counsellor of the right{y ysi
.Le) and five censor-counsellors (yu 75 fsan-shan tai-fu) correspondin gt ghujm-
in fhe Left Secretariat, and their clerical staff. AlJ officials ofpthe Righ OS e
tariat held equal rank with their opposite numbers in the Left Secrit::i:t‘.: -

The heir-apparent’s guards

5 The heir-apparent, like the emperor, had control of his own
military forces. These comprised two separate groups.* First was Ft):'imona’l
?gnalfbo;zguard of the heir-apparent, the so-called Three Personal Gialj-?:l:
Gan—du _/,‘J.ﬁ), co‘)mp/ri_sing the Personal Guard {Ch’in-wei FEL8), the Merit

uard (Hsiin-wei 7% and the Standby Guard (I-wei ¥F%7). Thes
as personal bodyguards and acted as ceremonial attendanu‘: on t;:e}:"’?d
?%pa;zntgt state functions. They paralleled the Five Personal Guaigs-
(w::.kuaﬂ ﬁ?ﬁ‘é)of :le emperor.. Their members were “guards-officials”
oeshuan ) and were recruited from among the sons of officials and
igh-ranking military men. -
) .Second were the Ten Guards of the Heir-Apparent (T’ai-tzu shih
shuai-fu K+~ KF),* which paralleled the Sixteen Guards of the E, :
or, and were organized in much the same way. Each guard had - o
nently appointed group of commanders and officers; some ?nlz;.:crlr:::

7

detachments from among the Three Personal Guards, but the main body of

* TLT 26, pp. 33b-37a; THT6 :

Pp. 5%4—?'528. 7a; hpo1171; CTS 44, p. 1909; HTS 494, p. 1296; Fonct. 2,
©TLT28; THY 71, p. 128g; TT .

1303; Fonet. 2, pp. sosfzg_ 9: 1430, p. 1754C; CTS4q, pp. 1911-13; HTS 40A. pp. 1290 -

“ TLT 28; CTS 44, pp. 1911~ 13; HIS 494, pp. 1299-1305.
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troops was provided from militia {che-chung fu Hr &) units who came to
the capital and served for short periods of duty with the Guard in regular
rotation. The heir-apparent’s guards were much smaller than those of the
emperor. Des Rotours has calculated that each guard probably had bet-
ween 400 and 700 men at full strength.*

Like the Guards of the Emperor, each of the Guards of the Heir-
Apparent had its permanent headquarters staff. A general (shuai 2) with
two deputies (fu-shuai &J#) held overall command. These were high-
ranking officials, holding ranks 4.1 and 4.3, respectively. Beneath them was
an adjutant (chang-shik F5£) responsible for the day-to-day operation of
the guard and for making executive decisions. He had a chief administrative
clerk (lu-shik ts'an-chiin shih $%FZE ) and a group of clerks, to whom
were responsible the administrators {ts’an-chiin shik Z:EER) of the guard’s
various special administrative services ({5'ao ), These were each responsible

for specific duties:

1. the Service of Granaries (Ts’ang-ts’a0 & &) for rations and stores,
building materials, and the like;

2. Service of Troops {Ping-ts’ao ££#) for the men;

3. Service of Helmets (Chou-ts’ao H ) for the armory, weapons, and

defensive armor; and
4. in some guards there was also a Service of Cavalry (Ch'i-ts’a0 B

responsible for the guard’s mounts.®
The Service of Granaries was responsible for keeping the service records of
the Guard’s civil officials, the Service of Troops for those of the military
officers and soldiers. In most of the Guards the Service of Troops was also
responsible for its horses. The Chien-men Shuai-fu BP9 AT and Nei
Shuai-fu PJZEFF guards had no Service of Granaries, and the Service of
Troops took over these duties as well.

The Guards fell into two groups. The two Chien-men Shuai-fu and
two Nei Shuai-fu, although their commanding officers held equal rank with
those of the other Guards, had a reduced number of services, and their
subordinate officials all held slightly lower ranks and duties somewhat
different from those in the other Guards. Their military personnel were also
somewhat fewer. Both groups were custodial guards. The former (Chien-

42 For details of the complica.ted changes in nomenclature, see Fonct. 2, appendix 1.
41 The various sources disagree about which guards had which administrative services, a
problem nearly impossible to reconcile; see Fonetl. 2, pp- 612-26, and nn. given there.
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men) strictly controlled and recorded the passage of both peo
in and out of the Eastern Palace. The latter (Nei) formed the
personal bodyguard, mounted guard in the audience hall wh
his court, when he practised ceremonial
pairs of Guards included in their num
officers, who shouild not be confused with the o
(wei-shik 1) who came from the militias (che-chung fie) to the palace to
perform their regular turns of duty, or with the “guards-officials” (2vei-huan)
belonging to the Three Militias (san fi), mentioned above. These Permanent.
duty gate-guards (chien-men chih-chang EEFIE &) andpermanent-duty
swordsman bodyguards {ch’ien-niy peishen THEBEE) were counted ag
regular officials of the seventh rank.
The other Guards, the two Wei shuai-fu BEIY, the two Ssu-yii shuyaj.
fu B8 FRT, and the two Ch’ing-tac shuai-fu {HEFERTF, had no such large
cadres of soldjers holding guards-official ranks on their permanent establish.

menit. Instead each had a group of low ranking officers with specific military
duties:

v. an officer of the stairways ({ ssu-chigh &) B,

2. watch officers { chung-hou HE);

8- officers of javelins ( ssu-4o &) X); and

4. officers of the two-pronged halberds ( ssu-chi R &)
In the two Wei shuai-fiy ther

ple and goods
heir-apparen’s
en he recejveq
archery, and so forth. Each of these

i-fu and the two Ch’ing-
among their ranks some of the “guards-officials”
» Mmentioned above. These sons of high-

» whose rank derived from hereditary p
employed only in these Guards,

in the custodial guards,

rivilege were
whose duties were largely ceremonial, not

Control of the Heir-Apparent’s Establishmeny

The entire household establishment of the heir-apparent was thus

14
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iption in the important source-compendium
T a'nd 'corr%lix;ﬁﬁii: s;;lpr:z;:gl ofﬁcialsp with posts “within the t‘:ur—
Taﬂg;’ g G/ \ ;l -officers holding official rank. The househoid services
e o ual-o iewa.nts and specialists. Some 240 of these held estab-
e’mployed var It‘s:f:l)e the current,” the rest were classed as “miscellaneous
hShe;:l pOSti {2::- jen). The household services employed over 500 cook‘s,
or l?yeesrs o:t.ers and so forth; g5, employees in the stables; over 100 in
- tior ;vFi’th the‘ clepsydra and the drum, which marked the hou:rs.
;‘?nar.ll‘la;hct}l?ere would have been at least 5,000 guardsmen performing
ol i ir-apparent’s Guards.

reglﬂ?r tuézftic;imdttt):l::s;h;\};fil;n E,Ed military employees the heir-aplc;arer;t,
if h \:rlaz no longer a child, would have his own ha.rt.em (Nel-fans T f)ntg
ldd'.ﬂ;ticm to his princess-consort (fei 4T}, his concubines were divided i
a
five ranks: )

1. two ladies of excellence (liang-t{ Ei{%i., rank 3.1); o)

2. six ladies of excellent beauty {liang-yian aﬁﬁ. ran 4.k1 ; N

3. ten ladies of inherent excellence {ck ’eng—hft: ﬁ‘ﬁ .::nk 5- )‘,md

4. sixteen ladies of clear instruction {chao-Asin ?Ea;%r }3 1 I,}

5. twenty-four ladies of decorous service (ﬁng-l # (&, rank g.1}.

There was also a large staff of female palace atfndamtls-s1 l’feadeda::] tt’l';ehl-.a::le):
directors of his Inner Quarters (ssu-kuei =]F).** The e1r-acp(|:ntr0“ed e
Palace establishment was not entirely autonomous. It ::ashiCh rolled by 2
special office, the Tai-tzu nei-fang chiit KFRHHR,Y w A
; d to the emperor’s Department of the Inner. Palace In aoancy
Ell:;:ii—t:hih sheng {# %), while the Harem of the Heir-Apparent (e L:der
nei-kuan),* with its various subordinai ofﬁce:;::ie::s(;?e?i:z ;‘o; o
trol of the emperor’s harem ; 4
t::sge;f;:els i:');re, of course, filled by eunuchs in the Nei-fang chii, and by
o Kuan. |
femaj’;iff Ic\;?:lsemHt:reseN ?al:::res of the Heir-Apparent (Tung-ku:'lgd‘ch::
chien B = ML) were likewise not under the helr-appf::lent s' :ees
or:r::!trol but were administered as a part of the Court of Imperial Equipag

; . 276-Bo.
TLT =6 38a—y0a; CTS 44, pp. 1909-10% HTS 47, pp- 1231-32; fomcl. 1, pp. 27
- 20, pp- : i
* T8 44 pp,quoq; HTS 47, p- 1224; Fonel. 1, pp- 254-35. b5
s CTS44:pp. ig(.)g—w; HTS 47, pp. t2g1-32; Forel. 1, pp- 27

IR



DENI{S TWITCHETT

(T’aj-piu ssu x&#) 7 Ts o1
¥ It is not clear how th, .
to the Court of Equipages (P'u-ssu {2 = unz: pasture directorates relate

relations existed between the latter the heir-apparent, or what

. and the Court of Imperial Equipages,
¢ Plan of the Eastern Palnce and the Heir-Apparens’s Offices

984 feet from east to west, ¥ 5y

. of a square mi] :

square kil : q ile {or, just und

q Hometer), which formed the easternmost sectionjof the ol:- ].-}'-:H .
ace

City (bung-chene = S
frorfl (thegscfzg;ngthg i;&’hfm"m @W) in Ch’ang-an B was entered
ViSitor passed th rouf the main Chija-fy Gate B beyond which th
and Chinoe Gatl::u% %t\;o further inner gates, Ch’ung-ming Gate & E!ﬁf’;
Chis-te Hall 35 1279, to reach the large main courtyard in fy

iy, the great audie ront of

ch’un-fang. The Left Secretari

. riat together wi ’
and the heir-apparent’s Library lay g
[, the Right Secretariat on the

wen Academy
on the east, through the Feng-i Gate %
west through the Feng-hua Gate 1

| , hancellery in the “pubi; "
fmperor’s palace. Behind Chia-te Haj] was a range of I::helrcha:;: c;f o
set one

behind the other on the central axis, each dominat;
, ) mi i

;;::T;zrghi’:: (-I;h u}r%g;hiao BEHRE, Li-cheng EIEEE,H ?(Li:n;—‘:;enwi’l;[
of the EasterngPa?ace ":ffgiﬂs‘tel;?:rd Tf%;t%er hich gy o B
Sy ace, - € JUIE, which opened i
Pal;:ce wal:'sat;l}(l e((;l:‘n‘yuan %?ﬁ). In the northern section zf the Eat.:tet::
e s variousrr taln‘lppare:nlts own Northern Garden (Pei yiian J£37)
e w2 other halls and buildings in courtyards on either side f

8¢ of great halls; their precise positions and functions are nZt

7 HTS 44, p. 1258; Font, 1, pp. 40%-4.

. - here giv ; .
ures in Hsii Sung #8482, T Iy o Biven precisely. My estimate js based
(1848; rpt. in Hiraoka Takes, o 3n 8 ch eng-fang k's0 B 51 on the fig.
Tods ey okl kte FBHIEI e Choen sy s o s M 2218
1956}, . 1 DL #? [Kyoto: Kyoto dai . s Vol._ 6 of
¥ On th B gaku jimbun kagaku kenkyd sho,
n , »

AE (1784: d“‘tegnpi:[;c:;t sn;;i rtzzo :::g-an kit RIE, in Chiing-hsiin tang ts ung-shu B
Liang-ching 1, pp. fa-7a, : Chdan to Rakuys, PP- 89-121} 6, pp. 4a-h; Hsu, T’air
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certainly known. These buildings in the rear of the palace were mostly the
heir-apparent’s private quarters. They included a Buddhist shrine
(Fou-t’ang yian {BZT), a hall for ritual archery (She-tien H46%), the
quarters for the heir-apparent’s harem, and the palace kitchens, which in
the latter part of the dynasty also serviced the nearby Residence of the
Ten Princes.?"

The business premises of most of the administrative offices pertaining
to the heir-apparent, and those of his Guards, were not in the Eastern
Palace itself but occupied the northeastern section of the Imperiai City
{Huang-ch’eng 2 3¥), the administrative quarter lying immediately to the
south of the main palace. The heir-apparent’s offices lay immediately
opposite Chia-fu Gate, the main gate of the Eastern Palace. In this compact
area were the heir-apparent’s Audience Hail (Tung-kung ch’ao-Vang ®'E
GHE), the outer offices of his Intendancy-General and his two Secretariats,
the offices of the various guards, and the stables and storehouses of the
heir’s Court of Equipages. Li Ta-fang’s B AK# stone map of ro8o also
shows the Office of Works for the Eastern Palace {Tung-kung nei tso-fang
% B N fELH), which is unknown in the written sources.

Was the Eastern Palace Permanently Staffed?

One major problem in trying to understand this huge and costly
organization is its degree of permanence. There was not always an heir-
apparent officially installed, and after 838 there was never an incumbent
heir-apparent. When there was no appointed heir, obviously the Eastern
Palace had to be kept in repair, since it was always to be presumed that an
heir-apparent would eventually be named. In addition, the Eastern Palace
began to provide some services for the imperial princes living in the Sixteen
Princely Residences. But it is not at all clear whether the Eastern Palace staff
was kept up to strength, or whether the whole establishment was put on a
“care and maintenance” footing with a skeleton staff. Moreover, there must

% The site of the Fastern Palace, which lies under the Ming-Ch'ing ity of Hsi-an, has
never been excavated. It is shown, only in general outline, on the preserved fragments of Li
Ta-fang's stone engraved map of 1080. The modern architectural historian Fu Hsi-nien L8
£, “T"ang-tai sui-tac hsing-mu te hsing-chih kou-tsao ho suo fan-ying te tishang kung-shih”
O RA K B R B R AT R L B E, in Wen-wu yi Kao-ku fun-chi STY)RE
5% (Peking: Wen-wu ch'u-pan she, 1986), pp. 329-43, makes a most imaginative study
comparing what can be gleaned about the palace from textual evidence with the plan of the
well-preserved tomb of the I-te heir-apparent, which was constructed as an analogue of the

prince’s easthly residence.

17



DENIS TWITCHETT

have been considerable differences betw.
princes served and those of infant heirs-a
‘number of the posts described above were
in the Eastern Palace, like those on the

een the total years that mature
Pparent.”" Very probably a large
not always fifled. However, posts
staffs of royal princes, always

. vailable “
pomntments, comfortable sinecures that mj grace and favor” ap.

ofﬁciasha.nd keep them employed at the capital
atever their actual utifit '
Y, these posts remained a i
::;:e of moral p.restige for their incumbents. [n 785, for ei:;:liemb!e
me c;(rs o; the heir-apparent’s Left and Right Secretariats were rz ot
Ni::cto 01_2 precedence over the vice-presidents (shap-ch ‘ing 9‘?&1) ?fo :Ed
ourts.™ These posts were “pure” appointments (ch’ing-huan ?%’E;"(}e

;?:ndal involving his sons, and in, § 17 was demoted for failing to bri
own sons properly. Later, when he asked i
. s . to retire from office i
chief ministers even suggested that he be made the heir—a0 la:re ""818 "
guardian, although the emperor refused, 5 ppaent

‘In 830, president of the Left Secretariat Sun Ke FRE
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1 presented a

H:fntt;amrerred from clerical posts “outside the current” had bee

in . n ap-
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The provision of prestigious sinecures was not, however, the primary
function of the heir-apparent’s organization. Behind it lay a very serious
attempt to provide the future ruler with the experience of presiding over an
independent establishment. He was given the guidance and the advice of ex-
perienced and trusted officials, and was familiarized with something of the
constant formality and routine ceremonial that would surrcund his every
action after he came to the throne. It also gave an opportunity for at least
some members of the bureaucracy to get the feel of the young man who
would one day become their master. Some future emperors formed long-
lasting associations with the officials who had been their preceptors or
members of their household establishment while they were heirs-apparent,
and such advisors could exert a lasting influence on the politics of their
“pupil’s” reign.”®

These well-intentioned and carefully considered measures to provide
imperial heirs with a suitable training to fit them for their future respon-
sibilities were, however, to a large measure thwarted by the remarkable
instability of the succession from Kao-tsw’s & fH reign {618-26) to that of
Hsiian-tsung, and again in the ninth century, by the manipulation of the
succession by eunuch factions within the palace.

SUCCESSION PROBLEMS
IN THE EARLY-T'ANG PERIOD

In spite of all these precautions, for a century or more the succession
remained far from secure. Kao-tsu’s own successor had been fixed even
before the foundation of the dynasty, when at the very end of 617 his
eldest son Li Chien-ch'eng 223X was appointed heir to his fief of T’ang
by the Sui emperor Yang-ti B . Kao-tsu confirmed this choice of heir
after assuming the throne in 618, when he formally installed Chien-ch’eng
as heir-apparent.” But this arrangement was shattered when bitter rivalry
between Chien-ch’eng and his younger brother Shih-min & (the future
T’ai-tsung) culminated in 626 in the Hsilan-wu Gate incident. Shih-min

% In 642 T'ai-tsung already foresaw that such deep personal associations could become a
political problem, and put a limit of four years on the term for which an official might serve

on the staff of any of the princes; see CKCY g, p. 116.
% GTS 1, p. 4, which gives the cyclical date chea-tzg TCTC 184, p. 5765 gives the date as

chi-ssu.
% CTS 1, p. 7, TFYK 257, p. 13; TCTC 185, p. 5705, dates it July 4, 618,
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murdered the heir-apparent and another of his brothers, and after first
being declared Kao-tsu’s heir-apparent subsequently usurped the thr.
accepting Kao-tsu’s abdication in his favor, and leaving his father as retired
emperor.™

Two months after his own enthronement in 626, T’ai-tsung installeq
his eldest son i Ch’eng-ch'ien &#5 ag heir-apparent.® Stil] an eight-year.
old child, at first he gave a very good impression, and whenever T'ai-tsung

the close supervision of well-chosen ministers, and conducted business

seriously. But as he grew older the prince gave cause for grave doubts gvey
his health and about his fitness to rule.™ For all his serious demeanor in
public, in his private life he was devoted to sensual pleasures, and this
became public knowledge. Tai-tsung began to show unusual favors to hjs
son Li T"ai, prince of Wei BMEZER, who formed the ambition of replacing
Li Ch'eng-ch’ien as the imperial heir. The extraordinary favors shown by
the emperor to Li T’ai met with protests from his senior advisers, who
foresaw trouble between the two princes. But the heir-apparent’s indiscre-

entertainer, The emperor heard of this liaison and was infuriated, had the
prince’s lover killed, and several members of the prince’s entourage were
executed. The heir-apparent believed that Li Tai had denounced him and
this further embittered the relationship between the brothers. The heir-
apparent now began to encourage members of his household to indulge in
violent behavior and became besotted with Turkish customs, dressing in Turk-
ish costume and speaking Turkish. In 643 he recruited a group of desperados

% Andrew Eisenberg, “Kingship, Power and the Hsiian-wu Men Incident of the T'ang," 7P
8o (1994}, pp. 223~59, puts forwacd the novel idea that Kao-tsu stayed aloof and deliberate-
ly left his sons to compete for the throne so that he himself could become retired emperor

i , among his sons
would succeed him. Although he adduces interesting evidence about the politics of Kao-tsu's
reign, there is, unfortlmate[y, 1o positive proof that Kao-tsu ever entertained such an idea,

* The chronology of these events was as follows: the Hsiian-wu Gate coup occurred July
2, 626; Tai-tsung was appointed heir—apparentjuly 5: Kao-tsu abdicated in his favor on
Sept. 4; and Tai-tsung ascended the throne the day after. His heir-apparent L Ch'eng-ch'ien,
prince of Chung-shan, then eight years of age, was installed sixty days later — on Nov. g; see
CIS 2, pp. 30-31; TCTC 191, p. 6017; 193, p. 6o2y; THYT, p- 2. Throughout the T"ang

® THY 50, p. 869, contains an edict dated 631 ordering a Taoist adept called Ch'in Ying
to offer prayers for the cure of the heir-apparent’s illness.

20

ane,

TANG IMPERIAL FAMILY

i Tai ' his fellow plotters was arrested for
o m' murdfl:e]:laic?;ifz t1'i'Dsril::g{:.lfel:l by the li:ir—apparent’s younger
invoweme'm . arfo e of Ch'i B EZ3, and under interrogation revealed
o i Tc"ll,l E;jn';'a.i. The heir-apparent was stripped of his ti.tles and‘
th‘? P;’: tDthel wild frontier district of Ch’ien-chou ¥ #} b(now‘ m, Kwel
:Egi’) “?where he died at the end of 644. His e;sgvhile rival Li T’ai was
, 62 en demoted.
e er. th? Nori‘?emn’fiiril:amis::dat: heir a bitter court dispute brok'e out
Afl:?rllchr?:f:should replace him, with T ai-tsung :dnd his m.imsmtfers
Over_w “': lp andidates. Tai-tsung’s ninth son Li Chih, prince of Chin & :
ba"fkmg nvfitire Kao-tsung), was finally agreed upon and installed as heir-
. d the emperor began to devote serious personal attention to
al?Pa"e“t* a“ for ruling the empire. But the factional alignments ‘that had
hl? Pre?arat'ct':e dispute over the succession remained, and continued t:)
:lli—:fsi?:lz tlr;mhighest levels of the bureaucracy for some years after Kao-tsung’s
access[‘)c‘“ 'm ﬁégé-tsung‘s long reign (649—684) there were far more s.erious
blerlv;::.n I%ao—tsung’s original empress née Wang was barren, and his ;U-St
bei Li Chung Z /&, installed in 652, was his son by a secondary
helr-appa\ﬁ;.t’n the emperor’s new favorite Wu Chao 28 (the future em-
s beou ht about the dethronement and death of empress Wang
o Wui)l r If ginstalled as empress in 656, she was determined that the
" i erl:euld o to one of her own children, so that the next emperor,
:ich::ozjnosickli husband, should remain firmly under he..-r thul;lllz. a-:s
1 she became empress, Li Chung was demoted to be prince o : f,;
RE d sent away from the capital, first to be governor-general o
i@.E -a.: :;%ﬁ\[ and then to be prefect of Fang-ch?u =20 (11,1 moctl;:rn
upei) 0He lived in fear of his life, sometimes wearing women’s clo hes
:-cl)ufsiliiae imaginary assassins. Later, in 660, he was a;cus:ldmozon;la:;i
litical prophecies based on his dreams, and further re uced ommen:
ors IJH as banished to Ch'ien-chou, where he was imprisone m,l
former ¢ 'Se‘:ce of T'ai-tsung’s demoted heir-apparent Li Ch’eng-ch 1e_1l';:
ﬁr&j 1:(-jlwam falsely accused of plotting sedition with Shang-kuan I

@ TFYK 257, p. 2a; TICLC 31, p. 1215 TCTC 137‘551:. B1gs.
t ictin TFYK 257, p. 4b; TCTC 197, p. 61 -
': SC?;;:BS 1;,-15; CTS'_:B:: p. 2655; TFYK 297, p. 2728 TICLC 39, p. 170
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ﬁtﬁi;?dcl -:;txe eunuch Wang Fu-sheng F KBS, and was ordered to com-
fom tllf:tit:lr;g’;{ ::mainir;g sons l:ty ot.her palace ladies were also removed
o e sc I-.Ovmcs;zjon son, Ll‘ Hsiao, prince of Yiian HEFE wa
T j(r;; % hposts. In 652 he was made governor-general of
oyl ‘Gé“ﬁi ng-c ou FM, a.‘nd prefect of Sui-chou #J{ in 658. He

4.® The third son, Li Shang-chin, prince of Tse BEF &
and the fourth son, Li Su-chieh, prince of Hsii BRIEZFEH, also spent tiw’

son Li Hung Z£3/, who, as he grew to manhood, promised to becom
great emperor, But in 675 he died suddenly of poison during a visit to :ha
gojpl Pa‘la.ce in Lo-yang. He was posthumously given the imperial title oF;
N s:;o—chmg Huang.-tl FHE and a mausoleum was built for him, as i
e‘ ad actually reigned as emperor. Many people believed that h; w
poisoned at empress Wu's orders, because prior to his death he had b .
showing opposition to her and to her policies.'” -
He was replaced as heir-apparent by her second sen Li Hsien 8. H
was the most talented of Kao-tsung’s sons, a considerable scholar alcl .
great favorite of his father. When the emperor fell seriously ill in 679 henwa:
made temporary regent and carried out his duties forcefully and decisivel
Ernpre'ss Wu feared that he too might become a potent threat to her o A
authority, and in 680 he was demoted to commoner status and banjshwtr:l1
on a blatantly trumped-up charge of treason, ® whereupon late in 680 hf;r

third son Li Che ¥ (origi i Hsi
rd = {originally named Li Hsien 8, the future C -
H5E; r. 684, 705- 10} became heir, o Chung tsung

= CTS 4, p.86; CTS ;86 8 ;
' ; » PP- 2829-25; HTS81,p. 9286, & 5 5 j
= CTS86, pp. 2825-27; HTS81, pp?3586-8:3‘p 3950 T K. s 8 3580

7 He was Kao-tsung’s fifth son, his eldest b
3 e Wu; i
TS Be 3555 g0 alto T s ¥ ‘ mpress Wu; see biogs. CTS86,pp. 2828-31;

“ TCTC 2082, pp. 6397-98: €786, pp. 2831-32; HIS881, pp. 3500-g1

22

TANG [MPERTAL FAMILY

On Kao-tsung’s death Li Hsien, the fourth designated heir-apparent,

succeeded to the throne, with the newly titled empress-dowager (kmng
tai-hou B X J5) Wu making all governmental decisions.® Kao-tsung died
on December 28, 683, and Chung-tsung’s enthronement was delayed until
January 3, 684. His consort Wei was installed as empress on January 23. On
February 26, alarmed by Chung-tsung’s wishing to appoint the new
empress’s father as president of the Chancellery, empress Wu had some of
her ministers and generals lead troops into the audience hall, proclaim the
emperor's deposition, and drag him off to imprisonment and banishment.™
His reign had lasted fifty-five days.

On the next day he was replaced on the throne by his twenty-two-
year-old younger brother Li Tan, prince of Yii EZH, the empress’s
fourth and youngest son, as Jui-tsung.” Although the empress-dowager was
completely in control, and the young emperor was settled in a separate hall
in the palace, the outward forms of sovereigniy were followed. The
emperor’s consort Lady Liu #l4Z was enthroned as empress, and his eldest
son Li Ch’eng-ch'i FX 8% was installed as heir-apparent.™ Still unsatisfied by
her indirect authority, empress Wu dethroned Jui-tsung in 6go, arranged
her own enthronement as sovereign, and founded a new dynasty, the
Chou f.

The Chinese imperial system had never envisaged a female sovereign,
and because all the empress’s children were by birth members of the T’ang
royal family of Li it proved impossible to devise a way for the succession to
remain within the Wu family so as to perpetuate a new dynasty. Jui-tsung
had never abdicated when the empress seized the throne, but was ap-
pointed the “imperial successor” ( huang-ssu £ ), although his surname was

@ TCTC 203, pp. 6416~17.

m See TCTC 204, pp. 6417— 8. The former emperor Chung-tsung was demoted to prince
of Lu-ling on Feb. 26, 684. His empress was demoted to consort (f#4). His eldest son, Li
Ch’ung-jun, who had been appoinied imperial grandson in 682 (see CTS5, p. 10g), was
reduced to commoner status on March 10 (CTS 6, p. 116). After Jui-tsung’s accession, the
former emperor was banished, first to Chiin-chou and subsequently to Fang-ling, in northeast
Hupei (CTS 7, p. 135).

7 JCTC 204, p. 6418; CIS 6, p. 116; CTS7, p. 152

72 Bee n. 1, above. Chung-tsung was dethroned on Feb. 26, 684. Jui-tsung was made
emperor and his consort made empress on the 2yth; TCTC zog, p. 6418; CTS 6, p. 116. His .
five-year-old eldest son was probably appointed heir-apparent on April 20. TCTC 203 gives
the cyclical date jen-tzu of the second lunar me., but there was no such day.T he next jen-izu
day was in the fourth month. CTS6 does not record the event, and Li Ch’eng-ch'i’s biog, at

CTS g3, p. 3009, gives only the year 684.
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changed to Wu, and his childhood personal name of Lun % was restored.

He resided in the heir-apparent’s Eastern Palace, and was treated with a]
the ceremony due to an heir-apparent, ™

Eventually in 698, deteriorating political circumstances forced the
empress to make sweeping changes. The deposed former emperor

Chung-tsung was summoned back to the court in Lo-yang from banish..

ment on the pretext that he required medical treatment. His brother

Juirtsung ceded his position as imperial successor to him,™ and he was once

again appointed heir-apparent, thus ensuring that the throne would revert
to the royal house of Li after the empress’s death. When in 705 she was

finally dethroned by 2 coup d'etat, Chung-tsung automatically resumed the
throne.”

In 706 Chung-tsung’s third son, L; Ch’ung-chiin B, was appointed
heir-apparent.™ However, although the old empress was dead, the Wy
family had not been eliminated from power. Her nephew Wu San-ssu & =
&, rumoured to be the new empress Wei's ®R/5 lover, quickly en-
gineered the downfall of the leaders of the coup that had overthrown the
empress Wu, and in 705 married his own son to empress Wei's daughter,

A CTS 7, p. 152.

74 He was given the title prince of Hsiang i and given command of the new heir's
Right Guard. In 702 he was appointed minister of education, but resigned in 704. Later that
year he was made governor of Yung-chou {Ch'ang-an); CT56, PP 130-31; CT5 7, p. 152,

?* On these issues, see R. W. L. Guisso, W Tse-tien and the Politics of Legitimation in Tang
China (Bellingham, Wash.: Western Washington U., 1478}, €5p. pp. 126-28.

78 Li Ch’ung-chiin’s biogs. are 7586, PP- 2837-39; HTS81, p. 3595, Chung-tsung had
four sons in all. The oldest, and the only one born to empress Wei, was Li Ch’ung-jun %)
(biogs. CT5 86, p. 2835; HTS81,p. 9 593} a particular favorite of Kao-tsung, who created

for him the post of imperial grandson. When Chung-tsung was dethroned by empress Wu in
683, he was reduced to commoner status and se

-apparent, he was reen-
feoffed, but in 701 he and his sister the princess Yung-t'ai KB F were accused of
criticizing the empress's favorites, the Chang brothers, and were immediately executed.

The second son, by an wnoamed palace lady, was Li Ch'ung-fu, prince of Ch'iao EEZF
E#, in 704 thiogs. CTS86, pp. 2835-37; HISB1, p. 3504). After Chung-tsung’s accession
the empress Wei accused him of having colluded with the Chang brothers to frame her son
Ch'ung-jun and thus cause his death. He was banished to a nominal post in Chiin-chon 74,
in what is now northeast Hu-pei, and detained there even though imperial amnesties
permitted other banished officials to return to the capitai. On the grounds of seniority he stifl
had the best claim to the succession, and when in 710 empress Wei seized power, one of her
hend him. But she herself fell from

pawer a few days later, and the newly enthroned Jui-tsung conferred the post of prefect of

Chi-chou #M upon Ch'ung-fu. But he was already embrailed in a rebellion of his own, and

had gone to Lo-yang to try to seize the throne. The plot was a fiasco, and ended in
Ch’ung-fir’s suicide and the public exposure of his corpse.
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rincess An-lo ZZ# 4% ¥, He then k-}egan scheming to have the princess ap-
’ inted as heir-apparent. Although this totally unprecedented plan tcr
5;111 the succession on a woman was temporarily blocked, the empress Wei
and Wu San-ssu revived it in the next year. Ch’ung-chiin, in self-‘preservﬂ]a—
tion, then attempted an armed coup, in whitih Wu.San-ssu af1d his csli::lnd te
consort of princess An-lo were killed, but which ultimately failed and led to
- ogjrf:;f}t;.ung himself, empress Wei, and the prir.u.:ess An-lo surviv§d£
and there was renewed speculation that empress Wei intended tcl)l a.ppdoutl
An-lo as imperial heir. However, the post of helr-apparet.u was allowe hic;
remain unfilled. Only one of Chung-tsuflg‘s sons IEI':I?alned at court,
fourth son Li Ch’ung-mao, prince of Wen ﬁf% =Y. we
In 710 Chung-tsung’s brief reign ended in his r'nurcler by empress mE
who with her daughter princess An-lo had presnde.d over five years ;)f
misrule and utter corruption and who now tried to seize power fcrré-ls‘rse .
as empress Wu had done. She enthroned the sixtf:en-year-old Li Ch'ung
mao as “Wen-wang {§F” and had herself appointed dowager-e‘mpresass,
planning to overthrow the T"ang and set up a new dynasty. Her regime wu
doomed from the outset, and lasted only two weeks I?efore a cc')u[srgegcahp
was mounted, led by the third son of Jui-tsung, Li Lung~c¥u : tie
future Hsiian-tsung). The empress, with many of .her own family a;-n P;Iu;
sans, and princess An-lo were killed, and the child-emperor washorfce ©
abdicate in favor of his uncle, Chung-tsung’s younger b;;other, the form
i d the throne once again.
empeﬁfiumz;m:\?fs’ : re(:uf;:iler, who had survived under empress Wl?’s
domi{lance bgy keeping a low profile and withdrawi.ng fro.rn invcii:;emtenz :1
public affairs. The stability of the dynasty was still sen,ously b ea esr;ste;
however, by the bitter rivalry between the new emperor’s a.ml:l:l.noulsm et
the princess Tai-p’ing A¥4E and his third son Lx Lung-chi, “:1 > b
been designated heir-apparent only three da%y:l _afterﬁu:t;t:si 15:;1-;1 :d ihe
uly 25, 710. After iwo years of dissention, t .
;:r;?;h,o:jd ii Szpthber of 712 he abdicated in favor of ‘Ll L;ang—chl,t ?:;
under an unwieldy compromise arrangement that left himself as reti

o S A 86-87. On these events, see
. 6643; CTS 51, pp. 2171-75; HIS 76, pp. 34 7. _ "
De:isT:qua(t‘::]izg: Ed.. .S‘xlc? and T:?ng lt))lina (589-906). Part 1, vol. 5 of The Cambridge History of

China {Cambridge: Cambridge U.P., 1979), pp. 326-28, 335-341.
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em ‘ai-
rew};m‘-or (tai shang-huang A I &), holding court every fifth day and
MnIng powers over senior appointments and the most important ad
ministrati isi _
o s ‘a.Flve dt;c;lswns. The emmperor, moreover, still constantly deferred tq
apinions of his formidable sister the T?aj-p’ i
opin al-ping princess, wh i
o . » who continued
I intrigues unabated and consolidated Support among the court officjals

Ev i
entually, in the summer of 713 events reached a crisis. The princess -

Ezf:.lpga:;;(li la; ::;sglrafu]:]y to ;‘nurder Li Lung-chi and seize Power for herself. [
- ed of ker plans and carried i ;

against the conspirators;i’he princess was oil:l‘.;?e;utc; ?:s;f:::i):esz,lr':fdt?e ey
29, 713. The next day Jui-tsung formally divested himseif of his renf;‘]}dy
poweg, a;ui{ Hstian-tsung became emperor in reality. ™ e

ntil Hsiian-tsung became full emper. i ili

finally restored, the succession had thus bgeno:e;:aie:{: Ei’l:atset:::ih? e
preceding decade alone the empress Wu had been dethroned a. dnl:he
dynasty brought to an end; Chung-tsung had been murdered Ill) h?r
empress Wei, who had aimed to set up a dynasty of her own: the: .
empress had previously tried to have a daughter appointed heir’—a araem:
there had been attempts to seize the throne first by Chung-tsunpi h "
apparent, and then by another royal prince; there had been a plotgto 8 e
power by a royal princess; and Hsiian-tsung had himself led two a EIZZ
mter‘i'entions to restore stability. Until this time no eldest son, duly instl;lnlljd '
as heljr—apparent at the beginning of his father's reign, had ye,t succeeded t

th:a- Tang throne. These disturbances of the system laid down in the d :
ty’s statutes had mostly been the result of intrigue o of
powerful and ambitious women of the imperial hou
entrench themselves and their own influential fami
advantage of a succession of weak-willed emperors.

s by a succession of
sehold attempting to
lies in power, taking

Changes under Hsﬁan-fsung

Hsiian-tsung lost little time in installing hi
. . . ing his own heir-apparent, I
:..13. second son Li Ssu-ch’ien, prince of Ying E[F %% I:\l:as i:sta.llilec; :1.?
€lr-apparent, the event being marked by an amnesty and three days of

pl.lbllc Celeb[ at(OIl. I ? g l i Q t,
I I the COurt ce ebl a.ted both hlS C mll‘lg tO m&tUIl
}mai'l Ji‘ alld th.e ﬂ'& H& -C.I'iOH % EIEIIIOIW when lle flISt attGIIded

™ On these complex events, see H am
A . . oward 8. Levy, “How a Prince B Em :
G::!ess;lon of‘Hsuan—tsung {715-755)," Sinelogica 6 (1g58), PP- Ioffs rfTwifc?eD:t., Zze
bridge History 4, PP- 335-45, and the sources given there, esp. TCTC 210, pp. 668 -85, ’
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lectures in the State Academy Directorate (Kuo-tzu chien B+ EY). In 725
he was married to a consort of the surname Hsiieh B%IX, a ceremony
accompanied by a local Act of Grace HIf¥ in the capital.

At last the arrangements for the succession appeared to be proceeding
according to the rules. However, palace politics soon interfered yet again. In
720 the emperor’s younger brother Li Fan # was involved in a palace plot
together with a brother-in-law who was the consort of a royal princess. As a
result strict limits were placed on the social contacts of royal princes and
princesses, and the emperor’s two elder brothers were recalled to the capital
from their posts in the provinces. In 725 a similar plot involving the
emperor’s youngest brother Li Yeh 3£ and his in-laws was uncovered.

More serious was the position of the empress Wang £ £ /5, who had
been instailed in 712, but who was still childless. Before his accession to the
throne Hsiian-tsung had already had sons by a number of consorts. His
designated heir-apparent was the son of his secondary consort Chao Lifei
FEEEME, a talented musician and dancer who had become the future
emperor’s favorite while he was vice-prefect of Lu-chou #f# (708-10).
The son was probably bom in 709 and first enfeoffed as a commandery
prince in 710. After Hsiian-tsung’s first years Chao Li-fei, like several of his
other consorts, gradually lost the emperor’s affections. She died in 726. In
Hsiian-tsung’s early years on the throne his two principal favorites were the
kuei-pin lady Yang #5 1%, the mother of the future Su-tsung (see below),
who also died early in his reign, and Wu Hui-fei EJ&%T, who bore him
four sons and three daughters. In 724 the empress Wang, desperate to
conceive a son, was found to have consulted a monk to perform magic
ceremonies to ensure a child, was degraded to commoner status, and died
shortly after.

The emperor wished to appoint lady Wu as empress, but the court
objected that she was a descendant of the family of empress Wu, and that
since she was not the mother of the heir-apparent but had sons of her own,
her prometion might imperil the succession. She was thus not enthroned
empress, but installed as Aui-fe, although with the sort of ceremonies appro-

priate to an empress.”
The objectors’ arguments proved all too accurate. In 736, amid much

w Wu Hui-fei’s biogs. are CTS51, pp. 2177-78; HIS 76, pp. 3491-92 See also Howard
S. Levy, “Wu Huifei, A Favoured Consort of T’ang Hsiian-tsung,” IP 46.1-2 (1958}, pp.
4980, which includes an excellent geneaological chart of the Wu clan.
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court intrigue, Wu Hui-fei claimed that the heir-apparent and other royal
Princes were planning to kill both herself and her son Li Mao, prince of
Shou BT =75 Hstian-tsung dismissed these charges. But next year the
claims were renewed by Yang Hui #£1d, the consort of one of Wu Hui-fej’s
daughters. The heir-apparent, together with his brother-in-law Hsiieh Hsin
E=#, the consort of the princess Tang-ch’ang S/ 3+ L Yao, prince of
EFEEE and 14 Chii, prince of Kuang X E 23R the emperor’s fifth
and eighth Sons, respectively, were reduced to commener status and then
ordered to commit suicide, Wu Hui-fei herself died at the end of 737, and
was posthumously granted the title of empress, _

There was now neither empress nor heir-apparent, and the position of

the succession should go to Li Yi, prince of Chung F1F 55 (the future
Su-tsung BiS; v 756-62), his third son by the deceased lady Yang, whose
claim to seniority was secure, {His personal name was changed to Heng %
in 744.) Hsi.ian—tsung’s eldest son, Lj Ts'ung %%, was not considered becauge
he was childless. After this, in spite of the dominance of the aging emperor
by his favorite consort Yang Kueifei # &4, no change was made in the
succession, and i Yii/ Heng eventually succeeded to the throne.

to rule than any of his predecesors, after having served uninterruptediy as
heir-apparent for eighteen years. He did not, however, succeed to the
throne in the normal fashion, on the death of hig father. In 756 An Lu-
shan’s rebel army had taken Ch'ang-an, and Hstian-tsung decided to flee
and take refuge in Szechwan. On the road the heir-apparent parted com-
pany with him, deciding to retreat to the northwest, rally the imperial forces,
and continue to resist the rebels, Within a few days Lj Heng had been
persuaded to usurp the throne. To satisfy propriety the old emperor went
through the motions of abdicating in his favor, and was appointed retired
emperor (shang-huang t'ien-ti |15 R7). In 757, after Su-tsung’s forces had
recaptured the two capitals from the rebels, the former Hsitan-tsung was
returned to Ch’ang-an and allowed to reside in Hsing-ch’ing Palace, which
he had had consiructed more than thirty years before. Later, in 760, Su--
tsung began to fear that the old emperor still retained the loyalty of many
of his subjects, and might become the focus of dissidence. He was moved
into Ta-ming Palace, where he lived until his death on May g, 762.
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Su-tsung was himself alreaCi)’ mortally ill, a.rfd surVivejt’L }Tis falsher b);
only eleven days. His son Li Yii ¥ (the future Tai-tsung ﬁ,—]:_, r. :; ?th
had been designated heir-apparent in 758, and he was appointe ]r gad
immediately after Hsiian-tsung’s death because Su-ts?mg wa}sta ret ays
incapacitated. Su-tsung’s empress Chang had opposed his app?m trnl;e;d s
heir-apparent and had wished to have one of her own sons ins a.d 0
replace him as heir. Now she attempted to have one of her sons msur t: -
heir-apparent in the palace. However, the plot was thwa.r'ield b').[r‘h u- Lu;iss
chief eunuchs Li Fu-kuo ¥[8 and Ch’eng Yiian-chen fg:n:}ﬁ e tt;rrq:o y
and two of the dissident princes were executed, and Li Yii was enthrone
. M’:‘iel i:fei;ion subsequently became more a matter of routine. C:lnlz
one T’ang emperor after Su-tsung ever appointed an empress‘, ancL slh: ll;: o
on the same day as her installation.® Much of the .former msté.l ity "
been the result of palace intrigues led by a ?enes of afnblthI:lS an
unscrupulous women, all of whom had close ne.s bot’h w1th‘ their 0:;

politically dominant families and with other inﬂue.ntlal a.r:stocr:fmc groulp a
the capital. Henceforth the emperor’s principal. wife was appointe Clm'lf)(l.lis
a consort (fet). However, after an emperor died tl'fe most favgre 0 e
consorts would be appointed empress-dowager. Ch]e.f among these i\:ro 1
be the mother of the new emperor, whose elevatllon helpfad to firmly
establish his claims to the legitimate succession. During the ninth centtiury;
when several short-lived emperors followed one another, there were atl-:-;:
as many as three empresses-dowager or grand em}'m'esse.-:e-o:la::;l\lura‘.g;alrl 1neug_
simultanecusly in different palaces or halls. They were 1:10t politically e
tral but interfered in succession disputes and meddled in other ast};lec !
politics. But, formidable old ladies as they uTldoubtedly wer;:, eic?
longer had the unquestioned authority of an active empress or the capacity
ischief of their predecessors. .

to dOTHl?:c:;ser royal grinces too ceased to be dange:ous rwa.l:; ;o‘nﬁ:;;’:
since 725 to the princely residences {(see below, under “The l';c;}; . t::: o
and denied the opportunity to hold office, they no longer ei

#1 Te-tsung did arrange to install his favorite consort, W;ngnslht;::ir fz?ﬁﬂ. tl:: ur::::f:e;:sf
his heir-apparent (the future Shun-tsung), as empress in 78‘:k ) :a o ?Emd ent wes
issued Dec. 5. However, the empress hac! already been si ocom l eml:;[e-n(,‘js o
;?le fifth, just as the rites conferring the title of empress we;;m mp ,y Lo 1P 855
TCTC232,p. 7474 CIS 52, pp. 2195943 HTS77, p. 3502 (HTS incorrect

to 787).
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status, the independence, or the wealth that their predecessors had entjoyed
in the seventh and early-eighth centuries.

For almost half a century the throne passed uneventfully to the eldest
son of each deceased emperor, after he had served an apprenticeship as
heir-apparent. This period in waiting had lasted for fifteen years in the case
of Te-tsung iz, twenty-five years in the case of Shun-tsung ME%Z. The
accession of Shun~tsur1g, February 28, 805, however, broke this pattern,
Shun-tsung came to the throne already a very sick man. Since the preceding
autumn he had lost the power of speech. His condition deteriorated, and,
incapable of ruling, he was forced to abdicate in favor of Li Ch’un Al r,
Hsien-tsung %%, 805-20), the eldest of his twenty-three sons, who had
been installed as heir-apparent on May 8. On August 26 the heir was
appointed regent, and Shun-tsung’s formal abdication followed on Sep-
teraber 4. He retained the title of retired emperor, and his residence was
moved to Hsing-ch’ing Palace, where he died February 11, 806,

THE SUCCESSION AND THE EUNUCHS AFTER 8oz

The persons who engineered Shun-tsung’s abdication were a group of
high-ranking eunuchs, allied with 4 number of powerful provincial gover-
nors. The eunuchs, whose power was in the ascendant in every field of
government from this time onwards, controlled the succession, just as they
controlled the royal palaces and the residences of the royal princes, whose
household establishments survived in name only.

Hsien~tsung died in mysterious circumstances in 820, said to have been
the result of poison administered by a eunuch, but more likely killed by the
highly toxic “elixirs” prepared by his alchemists. The heir-apparent,® hjs
third son Li Heng {§ (Mu-tsung}, succeeded him.** From this time on
eunuchs were involved in every T'ang succession, and in every dispute
about the succession. Every successful candidate for the throne was
enthroned with the backing of the palace consuls (hu-chiin chung-wei % E h
51}, the supreme commanders of the eunuch-led Palace Armies of Inspired
Strategy (Shen-ts’e chiin HRE) ™

** Hsien-tsung had appointed his aldest son Li Ning, prince of Teng HEFE, as heir
apparent in 8og, but he died in 811, His third son, prince of Suj Li Heng ETEE {the
future Mu-tsung), was appointed heir-apparent in his Place in 812,

" CTS 15, pp. 47172 CTS 16, p. 475; TCT C241, pp. 9776~77.

*+ See Liu Yat-wing “The Shen-ts'e Armies and the Palace Commissions in China,
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Mu-tsung was incapacitated in a polo match. in 822,% aftfl:r ?VhlSCh }:.e
was completely dominated by the eunuchs and‘ched pre::atur;)%r;% ?gl.(r
He was succeeded by his eldest son Li Chan, pnnrfe of C mf l;-;-\. arem.
Ching-tsung # 5%, 824-27), who had been hastily created heir-app

3 #?

e gl;'acilscfr? t:s accession at the age of fifteen was a dynastic disaster. He
was quit:lﬁnﬁt tf rule, and his irresponsible a.ncl. unpre(‘iictak‘)le be?:v;or l::_
to his murder by a group of ennuchs in 827 during a wild mgl;t }c: lz fta];l "
ery and carousal. He was still only eighteen, a‘md. .althoug E five
infant sons,™ they could not be enthroned. Until Ching-tsung, t e suc o
lslilcn'll had remained in the direct line from father to eldest son 51r.1ce tl;
tsung’s time. There now followed two decades of confused and dispute
Succef[“:’;lin;ost powerful eunuchs of the tin.qe, Wang ShOU'Ch'Ii-‘.ﬂi nEE';f%
and Liang Shou-chien #=F3k, enthroned his younger brot:er l-vali I.i:pue.s
Wen-tsung 3 7=, 827-40), after a bitter struggle bfatwee:,t ree I; ! wzs >
of eunuchs backing the claims of differe;nt roya} pr‘mces.FEd\:iZ:;oi gB v o
far more serious ruler than his two pleasure-loving p . .

indecisive, and his reign was marred by consta.m: an
Eirt(::: dfazv;;:a?lfre::gling both among factions of courtiers and ministers

, . e
R75 AD" (Ph.D. diss., London University, tg70). Tlixe e\.f;denlrc\‘t:j o:otfl.lf},‘;a:;:::i;i :g ]
P v i is ta . 273-76. L adopt Dr. Liw's translatio - u
T'a:lg SECCESSIOES . talb’:l::;crle?:rgr?ce rznszcker‘s “Chief Palace Commandant-Protgctc:rls |
- ‘azfialgce f’:f“ %C'TC 242, pp. 7822-24. On this incident, see James T. C. Liu, *Pole
c; ’C |turlal ‘gh:nge: From T ang to Sung China,” HFAS45.1 {1985)1-; PP- 20;; ff:' death was
an i CuT.S' 16, p- 504: CIS 174, p. 5073 TCTC 2‘;13. pp. ﬁgo;;;lh'lt‘ciregge or's death was
is injuri . By the New Year of 824, he was fit en ugh : : urt
e d\l‘_ﬁ . hliﬁzjzgfrial )l(:erernonial, But the emperor had begqr? {n_g'esur_lg mineral c::;gs A
according to d Chang Kao & & sent in a memorial strong]y criticizing hlmh{cr I;ZPE‘ . cgun’
lf.efl':l;:?s 1?;tr:leermr h%u—tsung appreciated his advice a.ncldtned 1;]:ol:'surm'm:lrcl] h:en:j v
; . "5 i eb. 24, a
. The emperor’s illness recurred on :
S cou(!?dﬂ:;o:t t:e four‘;i;q—:o. fgr Chang Kao's memarial. See also Joseph l‘\h:ofl:.am :\nl‘]:l_]
later. See " nEﬂx‘iF%oisor{ini; in Medieval China,” Janus 48 {1959), PP 22 . :_,d, er ;
_}{O Piling::éham Clerks and Crafismen in Ching and the West (Cambridge, Cambridge U.P.,
osep ;
o), pp. 318-19.
197“,)]’}2:?1'(3' 242, pp.- 7822-23; TFYK 257, pp. 15a-17a. oot 0d THT5.p. 51,
w CTS 1 p- 4538-40; HTS82, p. 3632; HIS 7£§l}ipp. 2170 'ff,v d THTS. p o4
THY aonits t?hﬁe‘ l:ldest son Li P'u, prince of Chin = ] |_=_|,h adslpzc!a 8a ; wged ive, after
N ] n 8e8, :
N intended to make him his own hel‘r. But he die i > L
whei:hm]:‘: %;a:' l;zsll%umously entitled the Tao-huai heir-apparent 118K F (“The Lam
w
- . - ‘ o
He::: ?}P?:?:, }pp. s2z-24; TCTC 243, pp. 7851-53. Wen-tsung was Mu-tsung's second son

and Ching-tsung's younger brother.

31



DENIS TWITCHETT

3;1d among rival groups of eunuchs. Things were made worse by two
itl-conceived and incompetently executed attempts to curb or eliminate the

power of the eunuchs, which had disastrous re

In 5.332 he appointed the elder of his two sons, Li Yung,

fgk’ as heir-apparent, but he proved to be frivolous and dissolute,™ |
38 his mother, Wang Te-fei E#42, who had fallen out of faver h

Wen-tsung and quarelled with Yang Hsien-fei %42
former consort of Mu-tsung, ,
inisters,

with
. the influentia]
o died. The emperor called a conference of his
e which adv?cated removing the heir-apparent. The indecisive
mperor took‘ no action, but shortly afterwards the heir-apparent met
violent death in circumstances that were carefully hushed up although tha
] e

case led to the executi()n T b ever al ll(} €7 e
o anlshmEHt Qf )
. ‘ . Z unuChS and

In the winter c:f 839 the emperor was pressed to appoint a new heir-
;pparent. Mu—_tsung s former consort Yang Hsien-fei pushed the claims of
er own sonf L..Ijung, prince of An FZFZ 72 but she was a relative of th
powerful minister Yang Ssu-fu BRE, and th :

strongly opposed for political reasons. W
- Wen-tsung therefore i '
announcing that the new heir should be L; g met,prinee ot Ot

: Ch’eng-mei, pri ’
T3, the fifth son of Ching-tsung % et wen mover, b B

; ? Ch’eng-mei was never, however
formally instalied, and on February 8, 840, another edict appointed yel

a‘;other ofl\a.(ll:l;tsung’s sons, Li Ch’an, prince of Ying LR (the fun
u-tsur_lg R 1. 840-46), who was secretly summoned from‘obscurit in
the Residence of the Sixteen Princes to be heir-apparent and regent ‘12”"
days later Wen-tsung was dead, and the prince of Ying ascegns Id :;0
thmn‘e. The succession had been stage-managed and the testamenta . edi :
appointing the prince of Ying had been forged by the all-powerful Znu::;

consuls Ch'iu Shih-liang .3 B and Y Hung-chih 15/, o+

FIEAY

€ prince’s appointment was

% TFYK 267, pp. 16— 17a;
» PP- 73; TCTC 244, p. 7880. Th
Ete N]:cslult of Wen-tung's di‘Ppointmenqt"lm?erzhe(:ieat; ilr? "
e eldest son of Ching-t )
designate as his successgo:ung whom he had loved ag i he
@ O PP
2 CT:?:;B’: 37553 C}f;;;‘g" PP- 454042 HISB2. p. 3634; TCTC 246, pp. 7935-36
5175, P. 4538; 2, p. 3632; and TCTC 246 e o bt
I:Iults;lmg s eighth son, but this is inconsistent with d1e2i§ci ?ﬁai?ai‘iigs 179 Sg;y;,ﬂ!al he was
y“ss t ca;rt. Mu-tsung had enly five sons, a number confirmed by HTS 82P‘ 432 e fext
! 175, Pp. 4539-40; HTS 82, p. s6ige; TFYE 257, pp. 17b~18a‘.p. M

™ The testamentary edict is at TFYE .
and CTS18A, P. 58 1L, p. 15b; TIOLC 12, Pp- 70-71; WYYH 73, p. 15a;

g delay in appointing 2n heir was
infancy of Li P, prince of Chin,
were his own son and wished to
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No emperor afier Wen-tsung ever appointed an heir-apparent before
he was himself on the brink of death, and it is probable that in some cases
they had no hand in the testamentary edicts in which their successors were
named, but that these were written while the emperor was on his death
bed, or even written after his death, by the eunuchs who manipulated the

succession.
After Wu-tsung’s death, on April 22, 846, the unexpected appoint-
ment at the age of thirty-five of Li I, prince of Kuang Jt T.2F15 {renamed

Ch’en 1f; r. Hsiuan-tsung E 5%, 846-59), which resulted from a con-
ference of eunuchs held in the Imperial Park, made a complete break with
the pattern of succession, for he was a younger brother of Mu-tsung, the
thirteenth son of Hsien-tsung, and thus a member of the generation senior
to the last three emperors. He was named as imperial uncle (huang t'ai-shu
E i) and provisional regent {¢h'ian kou-tang chiin-huo cheng-shik ¥ERIE
EREHE) in a testamentary edict issued the day before Wu-tsung’s

death.”®

His eldest son Li Ts’ui M (r. I-tsung ¥E5K, 859-73) was appointed
heir-apparent and regent only six days before his succession at the age of
twenty-five in 859."" I-tsung’s fifth son and successor Li Yen {#% (now
renamed Hsitan {®; r. Hsi-tsung {E5%, 879-88) succeeded at the age of
eleven in 873 just two days after a testamentary edict named him heir-
apparent and provisional regent.”” After his death in 888 his younger bro-

ther Li Chieh {5 (now renamed Yeh B; r. Chao-tsung BA5R, 888-go4) was

as CTS (BA, p. 61o; CTS 118B, p. B13; TFYK 257, p. 18b; and TCTC 248, p. 8ozz. For
Wu-tsung’s testamentary edict, see TTCLC 12, p. 71; and WYTH 76, p. 132 The choice of
Hsiuan-tsung was surprising not only because he was virtually unknown and had always
kept out of the limelight, acting madestly and unassumingly, bat also because his mother,
Lady Cheng B %, who was still living, had a most unusual background. She had been a
concubine of the rebel Li Ch'i ZE$4, who had taken her into his harem after a fortune teller
had prophesized that she would bear a future emperor. After Li Ch'i's defeat and execution
in 807 she had been officially enslaved and assigned to Hsien-tsung’s inner palace, where
she became an attendant of his favorite consort Kuo Kuei-fei. She bore the future
Hsivan-tsung in 81o. HTS 77, p- 3505, gives this information, and also says that some people
believed her original surname had been Erh-chu %, a double surname associated with
the northern frontier peoples of Northern Wei times; CT5 52, p. 2198, says that the “old
histories lack any information about where her family came from and how she entered the
palace service.”

o CTS18B, p- 6454, CTS10A, p. 640; TFYK 257, p. 18b; and TCTC 240, pp- Bo75-76.
Hsiuan-tsung’s testamentary edict is at TICLC 12, pp. 7172 WYYH 80, p. 17b. B

@ CTS 1A, p. 683; CTS19B, p. 68y; TFYK 257, p- 18b; and TCTC 249, pp- 8166-67.
The testamentary edict is at TTCLC 21, p. 72; WYYH 84,p. 72
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appointed as imperial youn
poi ger brother {huang ti B )
edict ;‘sl:ued twa days before he came to the throne aged) :‘:e:t;ezt:“i“t”)’
: . -one.”
is meant that after Ching-tsung all Tang emperors came to the

ly Residences, which were administer
policy imposed by Hsiian-tsung,
royal princes of the blood and de
affairs, meant that no royal princ

ed by the eunuchs. Moreover the
prohibiting the employment in office of
barrilng them from Participation in public
e unless i i
could acquire any practical experience of a}é;;jztx:;inated ot pparent
that some were irresponsible and led frivolous lives. -
. St:evera.l of them also suffered chronic ill-health, and a number of th
beg'mfamg with Hsien-tsung, died of Poisoning as the result of ingesti h'e:l'
ly toxic “elixirs” prepared by their alchemists.® The life-ex ecinc ngf o
Eerors declint-;d sharply in the ninth century. Every T’ang nﬁer dOW):'I (:0 ;’:‘
ung survived into his fifties; Hsiian-tsung lived to be seventy- -
empress Wu died at eighty-two. By contrast ’ b Tocaos
reached the age of fifty. Of the Zight eml:;etzrfsr i?lie;:;;z:::da&;r' g
only cne, Hsiuan-tsung, even survived into his forties (see table )s‘e“'“‘
. The careful provisions for grooming and provi -
perience for future emperors and for protecting the s
broken down completely by the 830s.

It is not surprising

ung

ding appropriate ex-
uccession had clearly

THE ROYAL PRINCES

royal house also needed to make adequate provision

' : : for the large numbe
of imperial princes. It was essential to enable them ; d

to live in a style and

™ CTS20A, p. 735 TFYK 2
. . ; s Pp- 18b-
edictis at 7TCLC 12, p. 72; WY:})‘LIS)BP, pl' Ba
u .9“ See Neadham and Ho, “Elixir Poisaning,” Pp- 816-
sien-tsung, Mu~r.-sung. Wu-tsung, and pmbab!y Hsivan-tsun

19a; and TCTC 257, p. 8376. The testamenary

39- The imperial victims were
g
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dignity befitting their ranks, for it was always conceivable that any one of
them might become the next candidate for the succession, and it was
equaily important to keep them content and loyal and at the same time to
limit their opportunities and capabilities of threatening the throne.
T’ai-tsung placed great stress on the importance of the members of the
royal family as a reliable body of support for the emperor and for the
dynasty. He believed, as did some senior officials at his court, that an
administrative system in which hereditary local power was devolved on
enfeoffed members of the royal family and other proveu allies (the so-
called feng-chien FJ 8 system) would be inherently more stable and long-
lasting than the hierarchical bureaucratic system of counties and prefectures
administered by career appointees of the central power. The latter system,
the so-called chiin-hsien Ef%% system, had been established by the Sui
dynasty and retained by his father Kao-tsu.
Advocacy of the feng-chien ideal was not an irrational espousal of an
ideal system deriving from antiquity. At the time of T ai-tsung’s coup
against his brothers in 626, the T ang regime was far from securely es-
tablished and the country was still recovering from the destruction and
bleodshed resulting from several years of large-scale warfare; the last major
rivals to the T’ang had been suppressed only two years before. The empire
was still governed very loosely, At the local level 2 huge number of small
splinter counties and prefectures (roughly three times as many as in the hey-
day of the Sui), had been set up ad hoc as local forces surrendered to T'ang
control or were pacified. At a higher level, a network of regional branches
of government (Asing-t'ai TTH) — essentially strategic — commanded dif-
ferent theatres of operations; and regional military commands (tsung-kuan fi
#EEHF) also controlled the local civil administration. It took many years
before T ai-tsung enjoyed cemplete control over the local administrations
of his empire, and while the civilian hierarchy was steadily being extended,
in some cases in areas still not fully reconciled to the T'ang victory, it was
quite understandable that Tai-tsung’s preference was to command at least
the strategic backbone of his empire through the indirect agency of ad-
ministrations under family members.

Debate on the subject began in 627 when the reestablishment of a
Jeng-chien system was suggested by Hsiao Yii #%38 (575-648), whohad long
experience of politics under the Sui and during Kao-tsu’s reign. It was strong-
ly opposed by the other chief ministers, but T ai-tsung persisted with his
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regulations be set up for hereditary territorial fief administrations for
members of the royal family and also for meritorious and sage ministers, ¥
Beginning in 632 his surviving younger brothers were given ap.
pointments as prefects, mostly in important regional centers and in strategic
cities defending Ch'ang-an. Then, early in 636, twenty-one mmperial princes
were reenfeoffed and appointed governors-general {tue-tu FE) of various

major strategic prefectures, and sent out to govern them as if
fiefs.'”! In some cases the a

historically the same as the

they were
dministrative center of their governorship wag
newly endowed fief name, '™ I 637 Tai-tsung
attempted to enlarge this scherme by sending fourteen of his senior courtiers
to similar regional appoiniments, and to make all these provincial posts, to-
gether with those held by the royal princes, hereditary. This provoked bitter
opposition. The new appointees included
supporters, who looked on such provinci
from the center of power, and resisted stro
was abandoned and the hereditary appointments terminated in 639.

But the policy of using royal princes as governors and prefects of a
protective ring of strategic centers continued, and remained in Tai-tsung’s

some of the emperor’s closest
al appointments as banishment
ngly and vociferously. The policy

e 7CTC 193, p. Go8g. W TCTC 1oy, p- 6118,
e (O thig olicy, see Howard J- Wechsler, Mirror 1o the Son of Heaven: Wai Cheng at the
Court of Tang 7E

ai-tsung (New Haven: Yale U.P, 1g74), PP- 175~74; and Cambridge History 3,
PP 210-11. See also Robert M. Somers, “Time, Space and Struchure in the Consolidation of
the T"ang Dynasty (A.D. 6817-700)," F45 45-5 (19886),

P- 976. Somers, who clearly grasped
the significance of this policy, was incorrect, however, in his assertion that the locations

assigned to royal princes are unknown. On March 4, 636, probably as a result of the death
of retired emperor Kao-tsy a few months earlier, 17 princes, 10 brothers of the emperor, and
7 of his sons were promoted 1o grander fiefs. On March 16 six of these rayal brothers and
six of the emperor’s sons were appointed governors-general of named major centers; see the
imperial order in CT¥ 64, p. 2424. Li Tai, the emperor’s scholarly fourth son was among
those appointed, but was allowed to stay at the capital and pursae his scholarly interests,
while Chang Liang was deputed to perform his actual duties. The princes left for their places
of duty on May 2, after an emotional send-off by T'ai-tsung; see TCTC 194, pp. 6118-1¢;
TICIC 35, p. 150. On Feb. 5, 637, three more of the sons of the emperor were appainted
governors-general; see 7CTC 194, P- 8125. The appointment of 3¢ Princes including the
above as heredita.ry prefects of their districts, and the appointment of 14 semior court
other places, came in July 637; 7CTC 193, p. 6130;
ministers protested bitterly to the
emperor that these provincial appointments amounted to banishment, and on April 5, 64q,
the scheme for hereditary prefects was terminated; CT$ 3. p- 50, TCTC 195, Pp. B1gs—46.
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mind until the end of his kife, when he raised it as al.ritissug ro; lp;rgit::i:l é:lgf::
i itical testament written .
o inhhls ﬁﬁ?ﬂf‘lﬁ‘t tzi f(?)lil;c;lrinces to prefectural posts, where they
ldT ; appoerience of administration, while remaining u.nder close super-
C('Jl'l mdat fe distance from the court and its intrigues, continued
e der afld . Sar Kao-tsung, one of whose tutors as heir-apparent had
oo h‘_S s‘ife;iocontinued during the nominal reigns of Chung-tsung and
be_e“ . cll1 the dominance of empress Wu before she usurped the
jm'ts"m‘g’ oo eI'-I‘l'nerf.- was a group of important prefectures that seems to
throne in 6go. ed as postings for royal princes, and their positionsrcl‘early
e et ;S?ftvsung’s I:'isic;m of enfeoffed family members (fai"l-fﬁl o)
Sho“f t’hat . tective hedge around the capital still remained alive. &?xever.a.l
Pm\’:“%mg . l?r.‘i‘;rc—thers and those of his sons who survived him remained in
::r?i?:jznf;e prefecture after another until their deaths.*™ Unlt:li:;l :flag
i brothers and uncles as well as some of his sons con
It:: r:ti;l:inci:; to posts as prefects or governors-general, as were the sons of
- d Jui-tsung. . -
Chun.f‘.ht::; igs To ‘;lluesu(,ngtha( they did actually parti.mpat; 1:{1 bgov;zzz:z:;
Some proved model administrators, others were repm;na:: e hSiym -
Kao-tsung for their shortcomings. One of them, Li Yiian- fg, nce
of Chi T E 253, Kao-tsu's twentieth son, had such a fears "
o Chlz'mg fT striciness with his underlings that they claimed that to be
reput'atlon . e on his staff was worse than banishment to the outer
RLP fs eLr?Jn -nan. There is evidence, too, that the princ‘es wel:e
prefec?alzise; to tlhegir postings by their princely households, inclu;ljlr;g :::::
St ini i surviving princes and their imme ae‘
ge{;im l;;sot:?rt:coiﬁ-phg:tzt:i::ekilled or gsfnt into penal banishment in the
6305 axg1d early 6qos during the purges of empress Wu.al R
But although princes continued to hold prefecturf p o e rincen
end of the seventh century there was no further talk o ;na. 1‘:153 e princes
prefectural appointments hereditary. That such‘ a Elnanent s even con
templated, much less that an attempt was made to.lmp em " in,l hows how
highly T’ai-tsung valued the royal princes, and their potenti p

supporters of the dynastic regime.

! . PP- 210-12. o _ et
:: ?)?K?omsz:m’igt EI:I:umved his own death in 636; 15 survived the death of T"ai

tsung in 649, 5 survived the death of Kao-tsung in 683.
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Tai-tsung saw enfeoffed famil

y members as a powerful source of
protection for the throne,

“as fences and screens to the dynasty.” Others,
perhaps more realistically, thought that they were more likely to become
serious potential rivals to imperial authority entrenched hereditarily in their
own semi-autonomous power-bases away from the capital.

Laier in the dynasty, Jeng-chien government was from time to time
discussed, but the term is then usually used more as a coded reference to
the devolution of political authority, rather than as the Jiteral granting of
hereditary territorial powers to members of the royal family and other great
persons that T'ai-tsung had envisaged. On the one occasion, during the An
Lu-shan rising, when the policy of appointing members of the royal family
to command hereditary fiefdoms was attempted, the only royal prince who
actually proceeded to his fief promptly rebelied and atternpted to establish
an independent regime.'®

T'ai-tsung may have failed to establish hereditary territorial fiefs for
his family members, but in his time and during the following reigns the

royal princes nevertheless enjoyed far more powers and privileges than their
successors later in the T'ang.

The Household Fstablishments of Royal Princes

There were several grades of prince in the T’ang system of nobility:

TITLE RANK NOMINAL FIEF

prince of the blood 1.1 10,000 househoids
{ch'in-wang BE)

successor prince 1.2

{ssu-wang § T)

5.000 households

prince of commandery I.2 5,000 households

(chiin-wang B F)

Only the princes of the blood, that is the brothers and the sons of the
reigning emperor, enjoyed special household establishments that were
similar in general structure to that of the heir-apparent, but on a much
reduced scale.'® This entitlement continued on the statute book until the

10% This was Li Lin, prince of Yung kK T35, Hsilan-tsung's 16th son; CT§ 107, pp-
3264-66; HTS 82, pp. 3611-12; TCTC 219, pp- 7007, 700g, 7014

8 ILT 2, pp. 6a-8a; CTS 44, pp. 19t4-15; THY 67, pp. 1172-73; HIS 49B, pp. 1305-8;
Fonct. 2, pp. 629~ 44, for formal descriptions of the princes’ houschold organizations.
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ninth century, even though in reality these great princely administrations
! T k] H
did not outlast the first decade of Hsilan-tsung’s reign.

In the very early years of the dynasty the other royal princes, the

hereditary princes {ssu-wang), that is the eldest sons of p_rinces f)f the i;lotc})lde
by their principal wives, and the princes of comman-denes (chur.z-rfJang ) ‘
sons of the heir-apparent, although they had no ‘pnncely‘admlmst;auof-x-,
were provided with subordinate staff to administer their fiefs of main

tenance. ¥’ It is unknown when this provision was ended. It no longer
existed in the 730s, when Tang liu-tien was compiled, and is never men-
tioned, as far as I know, in any contemporary document.

Establishments of Princes of the Blood |
Each prince of the blood had his persenal off‘icial es?ablfsh;‘nzn;,
known as his Princely Administration. The highest ra.nl-u'ng of?ﬁcmls inc a!.ll. e !
in this were a group of preceptors and advisers, forming his pelg)i).en
tourage and known collectively as the prince’s officers {wang kuan TB):

.
1. a mentor (fi {#&, rank g.2}'™; R
5. an administrative counsellor (#zu-i ts'an-chiin shik FERBEE, rank

51
. a companion {yu 45, rank 5.4); - . "
z an indeterminate number of readers-in-waiting {shif-tu F73%);
. . W
5. two masters of letters (wen-hsiieh L2, rank 6,3);" o .
6. a master of ceremnonies in the Eastern Hall ( tung-ko chi-chiu I,

rank . }; . - .
7. mas'?tj" of ceremonies in the Western Hall {hsi-ko chi-chiu Ya[E1 55,
rank 7.3).

w7 Such an organization is not included in any of the m;lm des:;ngiv:ﬂs so;:;:.e:l'; zg
which are based on the K'ai-yilan Statutes o,f 719 of of 737 oweveh, i,;dude eots of
- 6e1 Statutes [ Ying-hai ling 7K 8%} discovered at Tun-h uang G ey
ey Ofstfe Y:’mamoto Tatsurd, lkeda On, and Okano Makoto, Tenkuang a =
e ing Social and Economic History {Tokyo: Toyd bunko, 1978, }980}, vol.ﬁn?, P I 3
o mm)em'[:'gi organization they describe is a sornewhat reduced version f’f the e‘aa,dml-nmg}n
FI.]. 31754 f ‘ncia of the blocd, with a director {ling, a superviso_F of ag'ncull:ured{’ ] am’i
istration {:13_‘];1?:@ a chief and deputy of Offices of Insuuctiot} (.fuaufl-kuan chang, mgmes
ggl{:balrez {chfs-Mu' chang, cheng), a chief of another affice that :ls 1lle%1:::es, ];unli rﬁ:t: ;e;o tasies
-jent). No ranks are atiributed to these posts. The same ms. t;escn 2 i -
(f:?‘eg:nk}esbif states {kuo-Aung) and commandery duke‘s {chiin-kung); I1. 25}1 : 6.?11 b was changed o
108 In the Stanites of Gz24, the mentor held the title preceptar ((; lh . Py gty
mentor in 711. The post was abolished in 714, but reestablished shortly d
1172; TLT 29, p. 6b. ‘ —
7"" Two ac?col:::ding to TLT 2, p- 7b: CTS 44, p. 1914 One according to HTS 498, p. 1305
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These officials counseled and advised the prince and saw to his educatio
- . ) n
and practical training. {'° Most of the cases on record show these posts filled

as honorary concurrent appoi 7
pointments (chign-£ i i
members of the central bureaucracy, b HE) for gl ranking

The princely administration also

included his i ini i
staff. This consisted of: routine administrative

1. a chief administrator (chang-shik £ rapk 43);
2. an assistant administrator (ssu-ma ], vank 4.4); and
8- two directors of services (yiian $%. rank 6, 1). ,

These officials presided over a central clerical staff, consisting of:

a. a registrar (chu-pu £ @, rank 6. 4);
b. two secretarial aides (chi-shif ts'an-chiin shib FCEZEE, rank 6.4);

¢ an administrative supervisor { u-shik ts’an-chin shik HEZ
BEH rank 6.4); **

d. an office overseer ( fu-shik, rank 9-4);
e. two administrators { &5°an-chin shih SEE rank 8.3);

f. four unattached administrators {Asing 15 in shih =
ng is'an-chiin shik {728
rank 8.4); and =E,

& two document clerks { tien-ch ien B, rank 8.4).
The executive functions of the prince’s household w

seven specialized services {5 2o oy,
chiin-shik, rank 7.1);

ere carried out by
each headed by an administrator (ts7an-

1. Service of Personnel (Kung-ts'ao T &),

2. Service of Granaries (Ts’ang-ts’ao & E):

3- Service of Finance {Hu-ts'ao P #, these first t
of one of the directors of services (yitan )

4 Service of Troops {Ping-ts'a0 STLE),

5. Service of Cavalry (Chi-ts’a0 B o)

6. Service of Law ({Fa-ts'ao %) and

7- Service of Works (Shih-ts’ac L), these latter controlled by the
second director of services (ytian). 1t

hree under the oversight

r

L}

"' The Statutes of 624 included an additio i

o The mal set of officials, t ttendants-in-ordi
(cﬁ}angdshxkj an‘d f&ljur gentlemen attendants-in-ordinary (4 ‘ang-s&ih‘:‘rn;, f:ura::;f:;:tac:-l{;lsl (she-
{::r a:;l 1 re]'t:e]:‘;uomst_s (yd:-daf). According to THY 87, p. r172: HTS 498, p. 1305, these posts
[ a]: ! l1;-.lmmaled in 715, in the first set of K'ai-yiian Stamutes. Howevn;r, they ?\r'ere roFl’Joasb_
03:1 ” ?h 1: s;dn t::::s 63,5; ra:mce_ ckri ;'f the Tunhl.gr? ms. Yung-hui ling (see n. 107 abol:re) lists

ose in 29, p. &, CTS L ; "

Tun-huang and Turfan Documents, p. m5,9 ll.IJ 4;—:5. P 19rsiend HI54g8. p. 1305 Sec

m i 1
At the very beginning of the dynasty there had been three additional services, the
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Each prince also had his persenal military establishment, comprising his
Personal Guard (Ch’in-shih fu #188 /), and his Palace Escort Brigade (Chang-
nei fu IR A FF). Each of these was headed by:

1. two brigade colonels { tien-chiin 315, rank 5.1);

2. two lieutenant-colonels {fx tien-chiin B85, rank 5. 2); and

3. five majors {hsizo-wei 1X R, rank 6.3), with a cadre of junior officers,
captains { lu-shuat FKEM, rank 7.4}, lieutenants {tui-cheng (% IE, rank
8.4}, and second lieutenants (fi fui-cheng B|PX 1L, rank g.4) that varied
in number according to the importance of the prince.

The nominal strength of these units in T’ai-tsung’s reign was 450 men in
the Personal Guard, and 667 men in the Palace Escort Brigade.'**

Finally, the prince had a separate administration for his fief {ck'in wang
kuo ¥ EB). The fiefs of royal princes and other nobles as actually estab-
lished were quite different from those envisaged by T ai-tsung. Although
their titles, being mostly the names of ancient kingdoms or commanderies,
usually had regional connotations, they were not territorial jurisdictions, nor
did the prince reside in or have any direct special relationship with his fief.
The fief consisted merely of a specified number of fief households { feng-hu
£ F) in a designated prefecture {usually unconnected with the region
implied in the prince’s title) the revenues collected from which were paid to
the prince's fief administration and formed his main source of income.'"
The fief was vsually described simply as of so many hundred households.
But this figure was in almost all cases only the number of fief households to
which the prince was nominally entitled, and he actually received the
revenues from a much smaller fief of maintenance (shif-feng B ¥, or shik
shih-feng B BLE).

Thus the fief organization in effect was the office that supervised the
collection of the prince’s revenues and controlled his expenditures. Its
personnel all held low ranks compared with the members of his household
administration. The fief administration was headed by the director of the
fief (ling <, rank 7.4}, assisted by a supervisor of agricultural works {ta-nung
K BB, rank 8.4}, a marshal {wei 1, rank g.2), and an assistant {ck’eng 2K, rank

Service of Armor {K'ai-ts’ao), the Service of Lands (T’ien-ts'ao), and the Service of Water-
ways (Shui-ts"ao}.
uz JLT 2g, pp. gb-4b; HTS 498, p. 1307. .
113 [t was common in the seventh century for the fief administrator to collect the regular
taxes but to exchange these for local commodities in order to make a profit; e. g, CTS 6q,

PP- 2430~ 31.
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9-4) with a nonlranking office staff of twenty-f
trolled four subordinate bureaus,

rank g.2) and his assistant (¢h’eng, rank 9-4). These bureaus were:

1. Office of Instruction (Hsiieh-kuan 2
instruction of the women of the prince’

2. Office of Provisions {Shih-kuan &7
building works;

3. Office of Stables {Chiu-mu BEH); and

4- Office of Storehouses (Tien-fu SLRF),

The offi

responsible for the
s household;

) » which was also in charge of

each princely house-
t full strength, would have had more ranking

the central government’s Six Boards (the staff
O twenty-severt) or the Aduministration of the

hold, if it had been staffed a

of which could number up t
Metropolitan District (thirty)

Moreover, there were considerable numbers of princes of the blood,
Until 682 a household administration was not established for a prince untij
he was old enough to leave the palace, normally at about the age of four-
teen or fifteen, when he began to participate in the major court assemblies,
Even so, twenty of Kao-tsu’s sons and twelve of T’ai-tsung’s were enfeoffed

as princes. Of course, not all these princes were endowed with a fief or
provided with a household administration. Some died j

ceived only a tiny fraction of the fief house-
holds to which they were entitled. '+

' We can trace the fiefs of 1 3 of Kao-tsw’s sons and § of Tai-tsung’s, All received an orig-
inal fief of maintenance of from 600 to 800 househalds, On the accession of Kao-tsung these
were increased to | +000, OT in two exceptional cases 10 1,500, for these data see CT§ 64, pp.
2425-36; CTS76, pp. 2659-66; Chien [ BB, Man-pu hsin-shy PRI, k. chia, p-65.0n
the basis of the regulations in the Statutes they were each entitled to 10,000 households. For
the difference hetween paper entittemnents (Asu-; [ B, Asdi-feng & ) and actual fiefs of
maintenance (shifi-i W= then ¢ H&, shib-feng B ¥t: shin shik-feng WA, see the classic
study of Niida Nobory =M, “Tadai no hashaky

oyobi shokuhs sei” E‘ﬁf@ﬁ'ﬁ&v
BE, THCH 10 (1950),

PP- 1-63. See also Tonami Mamom W 1 78, “Zui no boetsu to Tosho
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In the 680s and 6gos the repeated purges under the empress Wu
n
drastically thinned the ranks of the T°ang royalty, but after the resto‘rauc.ln
raéhc y—tsun a systemnatic attempt was made to restore many prince ;
ﬁf tllfl:.;g had Eeen extinguished. Their attendant fiefs were restored, an
t;}nej,izes of the fiefs granted to current princes and princesses were lg:;eatlti
inc eased. Beginning with Hsiian-tsung the royal family began Fo proli e}:a
m'irdl N.ineteen of Hsiian-tsung’s thirty sons, 1 uncle, and his 4 brothers
- rey:;nnobled as princes of the blood, while g4 of his grandr[s;ns v;re:z:-
weea.ted princes of commanderies and another z4 dukes of states. b; .r:. :on
W i i i tlan-tsung’s abdicati
i al family continued after Hsilan
less growth of the imperi e s abdicadon
g were ennobled as prin
d death. Eleven of Su-tsung’s sons ‘ - o of
;?ood as were 18 of Tai-tsung’s, g of Te-tsung’s, 22 of Shun-tsung’s, and 17
ien-tsung’s sons. . ‘
i Hs";l:]e dra?n on the treasury represented by so many mﬂa;i: p:ncer
. .
i d have been incalculable, ha e hous
household establishments woul : ¢ the s
i had the fiefs of maintenance to
Id posts all been filled and -
h:inctI:s were formally entitled (the tax revenues from ID,(}::OO fi;f I;o;z
h d in full. At the end o -
i lood) been granted in :
holds for a prince of the b ; : i
i . households in the emp
's rei the registered tax-paying .
ey k of in 60g, such a
075,791 9,
i vered only to 3,800,000, from a pea ¢ :
:u\ife;?ﬁef households would have been completely unsustama:bclle. f:.vt(:lr;
'e the 720s, when the taxable population had alimost doubled, 1' e
, c
e ulations had been followed to the letter the revenues of thehpr:::xes
r‘:lgnol:)lecl in Hstian-tsung’s reign alone would have co;lstllllmedlt fes es
6 illi e salarie
f a million households, an
i more than a quarter o e .
arl(l);:vances of their household officers an enonno;s;) adf;l]mona.l ::;n; e of
isi been reached by the seco
However, a crisis had already e ¢
Hstian-tsung’s reign, a crisis probably provoked as much Ljoy thf c::rs::zc :
estrict the princes’ political activities as by the costs of‘theu- n:nlamF " th;_
1-Be inning in 720, a series of problems beset the imperial family. ! ir: . e
20, ; g )
emgp;eror’s younger brother Li Fan, prince of Ch'i lﬁfzﬁlﬁ, \'\:;’ ru: volved
together with high-ranking palace officials, one of them_ e coth o one
oc;ghis sisters, in some sort of alleged conspiracy. '** Then in 724 the chi
: -82; rpt. idem, Todar
jippo” £, THGH 37 {1966), pp. 153-82; pt. idem,
nq‘:?ﬁﬂ:iﬂ? keﬁ;ﬁé’%EEE g%ﬁﬁ% {Kyoto, 1986}, pp. 249-91. This is translated
Sﬂq

: . i
“The Sui Dynasty Inspection o
: . ial in Jens Ostergird _Petersen.“ ; st pect] A
Elth ;:C:‘c:;:l:i;n :h":r;:laarly 'I“]‘a.ng Fiefs of Maintenance," East Asian fnstitute Oczasional Paper.
oun

i i hagen 1988), pp. 5-59 _ o
? (f“fté}s .;‘ag .In;tlt;:; éI .'FI:SZ?T?;s:finvolved seem to have been minor. At this time the
- b o' . -
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empress Wang was degraded after allegations that she had been dabbling in
magic to ensure a child. She was never replaced. In 725 Li Yeh, prince of
Hsiieh B ¥ % the emperor’s other younger brother, was apparently the
center of another plot that involved his brother-in-law and the director of
the Imperial Household Department." 'Neither prince was himself
punished in these incidents, but it was becoming clear that the lack of

living independently outside the

them vulnerable targets for political conspirators looking for a figurehead
around whom they might form a political factien or plot a coup.

THE ESTABLISHMENT OF THE
RESIDENCES OF THE TEN ROYAL PRINCES

In 7235, after the completion of the vastly expensive fing-shan %t i
sacrifices on Mount T"ai, a radical change was made to the system."” Since
Hsiian-tsung’s accession, his sons had remained resident in the Inner Palace.
Now many of the young princes were approaching maturity, and instead of
setting up each of them in his own mansion in the city outside the palace, as
had been the custom, a special great common residence (ta-chai KF) was
constructed for them in the walled park east of An-kuo Temple ZTE¥#, in

the northeast corner of Ch’ang-an. This site was divided up into separate

emperor had forbidden the princes and dukes from close intimac with persons outside the
court. Pei Hsii-chi 252, consort of the Huo-kuo princess & ﬁ}EE,_]ui-tsung’s youngest
daughter, was found guilty of making excursions and enjeying banquets with Li Fan, and of
privately holding Prognosticatory apocrypha — politically dangerous marerial. He was exiled
to Ling-nan. In a linked incident, Liy Ting-ch'i & FZE8, marshal of Wan-nien county, and
Chang E iR3%, grand invocator (¢'ai-chu ZXH) of the Court of Imperial Sacrifices, were
charge of drirking and <omposing poetry
with the prince, who himself went unpunished. Hsian- i
bad influences from him,

s CT8 93, pp. 3018~-19. The various Participants were charged with “privately discussing
political good fortune and disasrer” LEEE e, political portents, Private prophecy was
forbidden, and was punishable by death by strangulation under article 268 of the Code if it
touched on predictions concerning the fortunes of the dynasty. His coaccused were Wei Pin

%, director of palace attendants in the heir-apparent‘s Left Secretariat

ment, and Li Yeh himself dared not visit the em
court the emperor pardoned them completely,

"7 CI5107, pp. §r71~-73; THYs, pp. 31-52; HT882, pp. 3615-16; TCTC 213, pp.
6777-78; Hai, Tang liang ching 3, P- 278; Chlang-an chik g, p. ra
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residential courts ( yiian Bt) for the individua.l princes, a;tlr:d was }]:nown a; :l:a;
Residence ofthe Ten princes {Shih-wang chai +E5),' " after the tTn sc;l ‘
the emperor who were first settled therein. The a:om[::our;;::ll :')asTF;l :Ceri“:;
der the management of the palace eunuchs (c{mng-kum; ’ E'.h 3 b Parent,s
and their households were fed daily from the kltChEI"lS of the heir }:;Eted as
Court of Domestic Services, and some court officials weredappo pted @
concurrent tutors-in-waiting, and came to rfhe ?ompoun dto nstuct
them in literature and calligraphy. The pn.nces compc;un cenclosecl
cated with the emperor’s court in the Ta-ming Palace by an _
passagLe;al)‘,.seven more of Hsiian-tsung’s sons were moved to the residence
when theey grew old enough to be enfec')ffed. Some of these I:Iv:lzu;eja:‘i;es
killed both during the successionlcrisis mt. 732{8{.;: :csn:.alrislll.(mber rarious
iracies in the 740s. Irrespective '
adﬂi%?ii::::? :jf\:::er, the Z;mpound remained known as the Residence of
e T;n I:ll?:iilmbers expanded, the Residence spilled over into the near-
by Eas:em Imperial Park. Later a similar residence (falledhthe Cotl;t 1-f:r itdl'i;?{
Hundred Grandsons (Pai-sun yiian 5 f&ET} was built to oll.xszd < r:[her
proliferating next generation.k The prir:c‘zs;i :Ziﬂr]r 1:2 i:iv;enl;s n raler
cramped quarters and under irksome restri X . The residences housed the
princes’ consorts and children and great numbers of p e
—jen = minally qoo for each of the courts of the :
E)kru:i)ﬂ?ofej:c)hnjourt of)'( ;'le Hundred Grandsons. There wa:\ra‘_sc;;::;al
treasury in the residence, the Treasury o.f the Royal Bg(.)tger:e(d :[11 o lgr
k'u #HiEE) from which the princes’ stipends were }:ls ur ¢ and theie
expenses paid. Similar but smaller compounds for the roy Sons and
andsons were alse built at the emperor's separate summerfp(':h‘an, e
g(:Jrhint—ch’e-ng kung FLR{E, and at the hot-spring palace east 0 0% his,
the Hua-ch’ing kung & &, which he visited annually with many
court’lftl:'m:;?:‘e put an end to the lavish independent life style Fhat the
imperiall 3prince% had previously enjoyed. Their households of officials and

i i dtteen
18 [t was also known colloquially as the Teq Residencei {Shih c}r;aleﬁ':;f}t,hihé :::ts "
Residences {Shih-liu +7< chail, Ten Palaces (Shih-kung + &), or sg e CTs e o
Cordial Relatives (Mu-ch'in yiian BERPE); seeﬁTC TCz213, pp- 67 :
g171~72; TH Y5, pp. 51-52; HTS 82, pp. 3615-16.
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guards‘becarne super.ﬂuous, and although these organizations and provision
for their offices remained in the statutes of 747, in practise they had already

been drastically reduced to a m
ere handful of officials. igi
household administrations of the vario o e e

modated together in cramped common
53, south of the Eastern Market B a
and their officials ceased to have any re

us imperial princes were all accom-
premises in Hstian-p’ing ward & 3F
nd far from the princely residences,

al functions apart from maki i
aking their
formal appearance at the great seasonal audiences, ' Probably most of the

posts simply remained vacant to be sometimes used as dignified sinecures

ENDING OF PROVINCIAL
POSTS FOR ROYAL PRINCES

.For the time being the royal princes themselves continued to be given
provincial appointments, for example, as military governors. But these were
now usually clearly designated as nominal (fing %8) or in absentia (yao-ling
#48) appointments. The prince remained in the palace, while the actual

duties of his post were performed b . )
y a proxy holding the ¢ ]
governor (fir-shih BI{E). proxy holding the title of deputy

Discontinuance of Inperial Branch Lineages {fang)

Hstian-tsung was also responsible, at about the same time, for a further
change in the status of the royal princes. Until his reign, on the death of
e‘very royal prince his descendants had formed a separate, royal branch-
lmea.ge (fang /8). By the 730s there were forty-one such formal branches of
the imperial family recognized, ten of which were collateral lines from
predynastic generations. From Hsiian-tsung’s time no new branches were
set up.'®® The careful and detailed genealogy of family members previously
l’cf'pt up regularly by the Court for Imperial Clan Affairs {Tsung-cheng ssu
‘,—T:E#} also seems to have fallen into disarray after the 760s. Aiew
imperial genealogy was commissioned in 766, and a continuation of this
was completed in 839.2' But at the end of 852 the Court for Imperial Clan

"' 3ee CTS 107, pp. s271-22: THY = : 316; i !
v om et Pp- 327 5P 51; HI882, p, 3616; also Hsi, Tang liang ching
::: 113;1? 6} 70A-alpp- 95?‘;157; 708, pp. 2147, 2176,
e lormal imperial geneaology Ying-r'ui hsin p'u K % 3%, or Huang-shik i
" . . A R ) Ying-+ :
f!_ngiﬂt\oiﬁlr o :{ 20 ch.) was compiled in 766 by the official historian Liu Fanfg s :ﬁd mri:
altsung in that year by Li Ch'j, prince of Wu R 247, then president oFE the
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Affairs was again complaining of widespread confusion in their records, and
requesting that every household of the royal clan should compile a record
of the date when every prince had been first enfeoffed, noting also his
ancestors for five generations and listing his sons and grandsons. This was to
be sent to the Court of Genealogy (T'u-p’u yiian B %) of the Court for
Imperial Clan Affairs, so that they could unravel the confusion in the
records and differentiate senior and junior lines.'*

We are not told what resulted from this cry of desperation. The
historians who wrote up the history of the later reigns certainly seem to
have lacked even the most basic information about the imperial family.
Whereas we are reasonably well informed about the imperial clan members
before the An Lu-shan rebellion, the level of information progressively
declines thereafter. For the reigns after Mu-tsung we have only the barest
listing of the names and fiefs of princes and princesses, with no indication
even of the princes’ mothers, and with confusion over the number of
imperial sons and daughters and the order of their birth for some reigns. ">

THE ROYAL PRINCESIN THE LATET'ANG PERIOD

In 827 the chief administrator of the household of prince Ch’iung I
F petitioned the throne complaining that the common office in Hsiian-
p’ing ward that he and his colleagues in the households of other princes
had once shared, and which had long been allowed to fall derelict, had
been repossessed by the commissioners for estates (chuang-chai shih 7 1F)
in 818, and the site sold to a wealthy military governor. Since then, they
had had no place whatever in which to perform even the formalities of

Court of Imperial Clan Affairs. In 839 Wen-tsung ordered the vice-president of the Supreme
Court of Justice Li Ch'ii Z¥ to bring this genealogy up te date, and Liu Fang's grandson,
the Han-lin acadernician Liu Ching HiII8 was commissioned to write a continuation {10 ad-
ditional ¢h.} covering the reigns from Te-tsung onward; CTS 149, p. 4033, THY 36, p. 666.

122 THY 36, p. 666.

23 THY', pp- 52~54; HTS79-82. Chin Pang-shu’s coverage is as follows: ch. 64 (Sons of
Kao-tsu); 75 (T'ai-tsung); 86 (Kao-tsung, Chung-tsung); g5 {Jui-tsung); to7 {Hsiian-tsung); 116
{Su-tsung, Tai-tsung); 150 (Te-tsung, Shun-tsung}; 175 {(Hsien-tsung, Mu-tsung, Ching-tsung,
Wen-tsung, Wu-tsung, Hsivan-tsung, I-tsung, Hsi-tsung, Chao-tsung). For many of the sons of
Wu-tsung and his successors we lack information on their mothers, date of death, posthu-
mous titles, and details of their heirs; we mostly receive the date of their enfecifment. The
genealogical tables of the imperial family in H 75 70A-70B also give no details beyond the
names and fief-titles of the sons of emperors from Mu-tsung onwards, rarely information
beyond the grandsons' generation for any emperor from Hsiian-tsung to Hsien-tsung.
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their offices.™ As a result of this memorial they were given the use of
another receutly confiscated mansion in the Yen-i’ang ward FEEES, near
the Western Market and even farther from the princely residences, to use ag
a common office. '™

Replacement of Fiefs by Money Stipends

The financial independence of the princes, ensured by the system of
fiefs of maintenance, was also greatly reduced. The numbers of fief house.
holds to which princes and other nobles were entitled as of right were very
large, and although these entitlements bore little relationship with the
much smaller fiefs of maintenance that were actually granted, the costs of
the system were a problem on a national scale.™ [ 765 the princes’ entitle-
ments to fiefs of maintenance were reduced by a third “pending the end of
the current military crisis.”'2” The reduction was still in force twenty years
later. In 797 the revenues from fief households were commuted to a stand-
ard payment of 800 lengths of silk in respect of each hundred nominal fief
househelds.

There was also a special Court for Riftal Assemblies {Li-hui yiian 8 &
BT), in the Ch'ung-jen ward Z{"15, which was used for the marriage
ceremonies of the heir-apparent, royal princes, and princesses. After the
rebellion this court became derelict, and was eventually sold off by the
commissioners for estates, '2 New premises in the Ch’ang-hsing ward B
Y5 were acquired for the same purpose in 814, but within a decade these
too had fallen into disuse and disrepair.**

124 Tt is significant of the loss of any real function for these offices that it took them nine
years to draw the court’s attention to the fact that they no longer had any premises.

w5 THY 67, p. 1172, Hsil, Tang tiang-ching 3,pp. 23b-24a;4,p. 1 3b; Ch'ang-an chik 10,p. 3b.

' See the lengthy edict dated 70g, included in THY 90, pp. 1642- 44, which says that by
that date the twenty or thirty enfeoffed households of Kao-tsu's time had now grown to more
than 140, and that over 600,000 faxpayers in 54 prefectures, al! in the richest parts of the em-
pire, were required to pay part of their revenues to varicus fief-holding nobles. The total
expense was computed at 1,200,000 lengths of sitk

¥ THY go, p. 1646. 128 THY g0, p. 1647.

' OIS 107, p. y172; THY 5, p- 3616; HTS 82, p. 4614. According to Ch'ien, Man-pu hsin-
shu, ch. ting, p. 37, Hsii, Tang liang-ching 3, p. 4a, this court was established in 731, when the
government bought the site, formerly the western half of the mansion of the Ch’ang-ning
princess RE LT and her consort Yan Shen-chiac #B1H7Z. [t was administered under
the Court of Agriculture {Ssu—nung ssu :Tl'&#}l It may kave been abandoned because noble
ladies were massacred there during the rebellion.

' Hsii, T'ang ligng-ching 2, P- 8b. One of the omissioners [ shik-§ was dismissed at this time
for requesting the use of it for his own family wedding; Ch'ien, Nan-pu hsin-shu, ting, p. 47.
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The only posts in the princes’ administrations that sometimes con-
tinued to be filled were those of their various preceptors, the r'nentors and
companions. These offices, however, were now sinecures, titles merely
allocated to high-ranking officials in the central government as honorary

: L31
concurrent duties.

THE ROYAL PRINCESSES

The daughters of an emperor presented a lesser, but still considerable,
expense to the government. Imperial princesses, like their brothers, were
bestowed with noble ranks and titles, and were granted fiefs of main-

r 132
tenance as a source of income.

TITLE RELATIONSHIP RANK FIEF |

senior grand princess paternal aunt of emperor r.1 ?'0?1(;95
=) am

taichang kung-chu REEE

grand princess sister of reigning emperor I.1 up LF‘;.I,OOO

chang-kung chu ==+ families

imperial princess daughter of reigning emperor 1.1 goo

ﬁur[:g—cku 2F families

commandery princess daughter of heir-apparent 1.2

chiin-chu Bl

county princess daughter of prince of the blood 2.2

hsten-chu B

All five grades of princess were considered as titled ladies of the outer
court {wai ming-fu 9} 74F) and as such enjoyed many privileges. However,
whereas the royal princes remained members of the imperial clan, the

1-respected Confucian scholars

# E. g, in 832 the emperor Wen-tsung selected three we pe : s

to :::r\?:: gtl':empri?'lce of Lu,p one of whom became his monitor when he was installed as heir

t later that year; THY 67, p. 1173, . i .
apl;::ie?n the table below, princess’s ranks are “equivalent ranks #R#h,” the ceremg_ma]
ature of which is treated in Niida Noburw, Téryd shai Eé\r‘?ﬁi! (Tol':yo, 1.933], pp(. f 1 ciz}
gee also TLT 2, p. 37b; HT5 46, p. 1188. To confuse the issue, imperial princesses L uufhh

were commonly refecred to as the monarch’s princesses (chiin-chu ﬁi} (_)nly t:i-.t h ;itgh r:ﬁ
ategories, below, all of upper-first rank, were allowed fief an:}mlnlstmuons, h =
;ra.dges of ;)rincess were granted fiefs of maintenance of a specified number of households

contributing to their maintenance.
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princesses, like all women, ceased to belong to their family of birth as soon
as the.y were married, and became part of their husbands’ households. Fro
that time the government continued to provide the emolumenis due:- from
th.e princess’s fief, and of course provided a substantial dowry, but cvtl'uen.f
wise she was treated as the wife of her consort {who was given‘the title :
ma tu-wei 5t B # B commenly abbreviated to Jema 5B, or 3 &) notﬁb
a part of the royal family. Although the consort and his family Wf‘.‘.l:'e’ lacetis
on a special register of relatives by marriage (chu-ch’in FEB) kept Pb the
Court for Imperial Clan Affairs, their children were not considere):i as
royalty. A princess’s sons were, however, eligible to use her rank to claim
entry into the roll of officials by hereditary privilege (yin F).

‘ A royal princess had no formal household administration, except for a
brief period from 706 to 710 when, while the court was under the domin-
ance of Chung-tsung’s empress Wei, her daughter princess An-lo, and
empress Wu’s powerful daughter, the princess T ai-p’ing, princesses‘were
provided with administrations and household officials similar to those for
r‘oya.l princes. The princess Tai-p’ing was granted a household administra-
tion and entitlement to dignities equal to those of a prince of the blood
with, in addition, a real fief of 10,000 households, The empress Wei’s own
two daughters, princess Ch’ang—m'ng R and princess An-lo were granied
the same household administration but without a chief administrator. The
were also provided with their own guards and fiefs of maintenance o);
2,500 and 3,000 households, respectively. This did not satisfy princess An-
lo, who demanded unsuccessfully, as we have already seen, to be created
crown princess-apparent (huang £'ai-nii EKXKZT). The remaining royal prin-
cesses, Chung-tsung’s daughters by other royal consorts, were granted
establishments one-half this size. These dignities for royal princesses were
ended with the fall of empress Wei in 710 and the accession of Jui-tsun
except in the case of his sister the princess T'ai-p’ing, who was still tcf::
fF‘Jcl)lv\,rer:”luf:!pr:.nl}i.ltir:a.lly for him to be able to reduce her entitlements. After her
all and death in 713 no o i i i i
o adminitri ﬁon_i‘er princess was ever again provided with a full

The only exception was made for royal princesses married off to non-

1w THY 6 P- 72. An edict of i is Brivi
. b je Al 790 denied this privilege to adopted sons of pri
4 See THY 6, p. 6g; CTS 51, P. 2172, HTS 83, p. 4650. P Princesses.
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Chinese rulers in dynastic marriages (so-called Ao-ch’in FI13]).'* In such cases
it was considered appropriate to “specially establish an administration” {¢%
chik fie Y5 B FF) for her, equivalent to the household of a royal prince of the
blood. This household administration accompanied her to her new country

as a personal entourage. '
In normal times a princess had no personal administration, enly a small

office {i-ssu & 7]} to administer her fief.'*” This was headed by a director
(rank 7.4} and an assistant {rank 8.4}, who had control of the princess’s reven-

125 This seems to have applied only to imperial princesses, and not even to all of them.
Most of the “princesses” married to foreign rulers under the T'ang were daughters of more
distant collateral relatives, or daughters of imperial clan members. This was admitted in a
speech made by the T'ang delegate Li Yi, commandery prince of Han-chung, who escorted
Su-tsung’s daughter, the Ning-kuo princess 7 E {previously twice married}, to wed the
Uighur khaghan in 738

Up to this time, when China has made a marriage alliance with neighboring countries the
brides have been daughters of imperial clan members, given the name “princesses.” Now,
however, the princess Ning-kuo is a real daughter of the emperor. Moreover she has
talent and good looks, and has made a marriage with the khaghan ten-thousand ¥ from
home. You, Khaghan, are now the T’ang emperor’s son-in-law, and appropriate ritual
behavior is to be expected. How could she be made to sit on the couch and receive your
commands?

See CTS 195, pp. 5200-1; CTS 10, p. 253; HTS 81, p. 3360; 2174, p. B116-17. For a list of
ho-ch'in marriages, see THTY'6, p. 75. Other material is included in TFYK ¢78 and g7q.

136 In the case of Ning-kuo {see previous n.). Accounts of her marriage do not mention
establishment of an administration for her, but when she returned 10 Ch'ang-an in 789 her
Princess's Administration (Rung-chu fi) was abolished and replaced by a normal fief office
{i-ssu), THYS, p- 75. Elsewhere she is said to have voluntarily given up her establishment;
HTS23, p. 3660, Te-tsung’s daughter, the Hsien-an princess BEDTE (later Hisiang-mu, of
the state of Yen}, was married to the Uighur khaghan in 788. Before the marriage Te-tsung
established an administration with officials and subordinates equal to those attributed to a
prince of the blood; CTS 195, p. 5208; HIS217A. p. 6124; TFYK g74, pp. thb-170 A
similar special arrangement (parity with the household of a royal prince) was made when the
T ai-ho princess A4 E, Mu-tsung's tenth younger sister, was married to the Uighur
khaghan in B21; CTS 195, p. 211; HTS 2178, p. 6129. That this was a specific arrangement
relating to her marriage was clearly understood, since when in 843 she returned 10 Ch'ang-
an after the coliapse of the Uighur empire she was first promoted as senior princess, after
which her administration was abalished; TS 83, pp. 3668-6q.

137 Except for the brief period of Chung-tsung's reign, the fiefs of maintenance actually
provided for princesses were comparatively small. Until 682 these fiefs did not exceed 400
households (princes of the biood then received a standard grant of Boo, in exceptional cases
up to 1,000). Princess T'ai-p'ing, as empress Wu's oaly daughter, was, exceptionaily, granted
350. The granting of extravagant fiefs of maintenance began in 648, when T ai-p’ing’s fief
was increased to 3,000, and reached new excesses after the accesston of Chung-tsung in 705,
when her fief was increased to 10,000 and those of Ch'ang-ning and An-lo were increased to
2,500 and g.000. { THY o, p. 1648, gives these figures as 3,500 and 4,000} Newly acceded,
Hsilan-tsung attempted to reduce the fiefs of princesses to 300 households, but met with
strong opposition and eventually established a standard of 1, oo,
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ues, l':f: personal wealth, ' her accumulated goods, and her lands and gar-
tc::ans. ' Two low-ranking registrars, rank 9-2, and an overseer had contro] of
e tax .revenue from her fief, and managed her household’s incomings and
expenditures.'* The fief administrations of the various princesses cam
under the general control of the Court for Imperial Clan Affairs. )
After the An Lu-shan rebellion the fief revenues of princes and prin-
cesses alike were, as we have seen, reduced.'*! Following the “Ziaﬂg—s}z::z' Jfa©

tax i i
reform of 780 it was no longer practical to earmark the tax revenues

from designated wealthy households in specific prefectures to pay for the
support of individual princesses, and in 791 their fief revenues were
replaced by a tariff of set payments, either in cloth or cash.'** But this rul

must have been rescinded at some point or simply disregarded, as in 8 ‘i
they were forbidden to have their fief administrations appr;ach Iocf;.l

prefectures and counties directly, except i
. . Pt I respect of the revenues
from their fief households, '+ d ue

The Consorts of Royal Pringesses

. The consorts of royal princesses were carefully chosen. ' Marriage into
e royal family always had a political dimension, and almost all consorts

'# The most important item was i
. presumabiy her dowry, and sin i
s;:s milrrted more t‘ha.n once, the fief office would ensure tyhat this r:em:iiigldmrganép:]:\fes;"
the pn;cess, and did not remain with the family of her husband propery o
'* Princesses sometimes held lands of their ‘
" own. The Han-yang pri e RN
Ieilf:es;' obehun-tsunE s daughters, once repudiated her husband K{m %s?tf:;?ifﬁ?r% ﬁiriin:
she became a by-word for her frugality, said ¢ ]
receipt; t:hr;r the wall with an iron hairpin;gafﬂz 3 89,] P (:][5}(1;;8 rersiched & record of er rent
0 TLT 2q, pp. 20a-b; CT§ . HTS 408,
: G, H 44, P 19755 HIS 408, p. 1308, HTS lists onl i
::rg-]strar, T]Tere wasl also a small office staff of eight clerks (sAih), two recepﬁog:;tz Gezl-rr:ftlf
© secretaries { sfe-jen), aand twa domestic attendants (chia-#) .
M THY 9o, p. 1645. Under the new scale, imperi in
¢ ‘ » imperial princesses were allocated =
lb'l:ucs:llll;)‘l;:l:é a::‘d'}lesser Ffmncessesfh;d theirs reduced by one-third. All their revenies‘::}zﬂf Z:
e prefectures of Hsiian-ch i i il
Chi e an e refect Chelotng ari-chou {southern Anhwei), Ming-chou, Yiieh-chou,
¥ THYgo, p. 1647. Henceforth imperi I
" 9o, . perial princesses were to receive as fief pa ts
: hﬁ'ng'3 t ::)aizt:] :réitl}]ls tzif fine I;emp cloth payable in two annual installments corresp?:nﬁrir:'fgnto
ectons of taxes under the “liang-shui” systern. Command i
were {¢ recejy tri i , ariany
o THT o ; 1;.:1 strings of cash quarterly, and fouaty princesses 70 per quarter,
[FN H 3
- T” Lists of g'le d‘alughters of successive emperors, with details of their marriages, are given
] afH::rBa:bpp‘: 83-_ b8; HT$83, PP- 3641-76. These lists are, however, incomplete particular-
h); bl é?{/ {,% griéhge marriages, see Wang Shou-pan T % ., “Tang-tai ku:‘lg—chu chih
yin’ aEL in Li Yu-ning Z5{E % and Chang Yiifa 28 T
Ju-nil shik fun-wen chi h R 4 o i {Taipei, 1988) 2, pg. qo-lff.f\i’ i Ghing buo

52

TANG IMPERTAL FAMILY

came from well-established aristocratic families, and were often the sons of
high-ranking officials or military officers. Unlike the royal princes, who after
Hsiian-tsung’s time were deliberately kept out of public life and never
granted high substantive offices, the consorts of princesses were almost
always related to men holding high positions, and often themselves held
substantive offices, sometimes becoming very important officials."** Many
of their sons too became officials, sometimes rising to high rank. Thus these
relatives by marriage of royal princesses were often deeply involved in the
politicsof the day, and their royal wives provided them with an important
personal link to the emperor and the palace. Some of the princesses in this
way played an indirect but nonetheless important role in politics.

The royal princesses lived outside the palace in their own private man-
sions, often in great splendor. When the emperor wished to issue an order
to them he would employ palace eunuch messengers {chung-shit H{F) to
deliver it, but in general the princesses enjoyed considerable independence.

Not all of the princesses married; some entered the Taoist religious life
and became nuns or abbesses of Taoist temples. Others, even though they
were married, lived openly promiscuous lives, in some cases being se-
questered in the palace to avoid further public scandal.'*

145 This problem is very complex and requires a careful study. In the early-gth c. it seems
to have been the practise that a princess’s husband wouid first serve two full tours of duty in
an acting (chien-chiao 818 post, and wouid then be eligible for an appointment to a
regularly established court office {cheng-yiizn tuan TFAE] After Bod their appointments
were restricted to the capital and princesses were no longer allowed to accompany their
husbands to provincial postings. Their postings and prometions were, in theory at least,
supposed to come under the overview of the Court of Imperial Clan Affairs; THY 6, p. 2.

14 E, g., the Yen-kuang princess ZE 22 E (later princess of the state of Kao Ei[E), the
seventh daughter of Su-tsung. Originally she was married to P'ei Hui ZE2}, and then re-
married to Hsiao Sheng ﬁ%\' After the death of her second husband she had a string of
lovers. When this became known Te-tsung was furious and secluded her in her residence,
while her principal lover was flogged to death and three others banished to Ling-nan. In 783
she was stripped of her title for practising fu % black magic, while five of her sons were
imprisoned in distant parts of the empire for their inveivement. Her daughter was the
consort of the heir-apparent, and the emperor, fearing the power of the princess’s hatred,
was going to have her killed, but she died in 790. The heir-apparent just then fell sick, and to
prevent further disasters from the magic spells his consort too was killed; AHTS 83, p. 3662.

One of Te-tsung’s daughters, the princess [-yang ZHFB L, was secluded in the palace,
and her consort confined in fetters in their mansion because of their scandalous impropriety;
HTS884, p. 9664. Shun-tsung’s sixth daughter, the Hsiang-yang princess BB E, who had
been married to Chang K'o-li BT M, the son of a Ho-pei military gavernor, also led a
scandalous life, going into the city and the marketplace incognito. She had several para-
mours, and paid officials heavily to hush the matter up, but eventually was discovered by her
husband, and sequestered in the palace by Mu-tsung; HT533, p- 3666.
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Like other high-born ladies of their era, they remarried freely without
this being considered an outrage to morality, as it would have been in later
centuries.'*” Some were remarried more than once. In law they were
forbidden to remarry if they had already born sons, but this rule was not
strictly enforced.'*® In the later part of the ninth century, remarriage seems
to have become less common, and in 851 the remarriage of princesses with
living children was forbidden by edict. In case a princess without children
wished to remarry, the Court for Imperiat Clan Affairs was responsible for
determining whether the marriage should be permitted. If a princess falsely
claimed to have no children in order to facilitate her remarriage her case
was to be referred to the competent authorities for punishment. "

SUMMARY

For the early-T’ang state, engaged in reestablishing a single dynastic
power after the failure of the Sui empire, it was essential not only that the
regime establish temporal stability, but that it should also be seen as
preparing for permanence. This permanence could be ensured only by
measures to protect the succession to the throne, and to ensure that it
should descend generation after generation to an acceptable successor, the
choice of the dying emperor and his principal advisors, and that he should
be prepared to face the daunting demands of his office.

As an institutional foundation for this, the state made generous
provision for the support and maintenance of the large pool of imperial
children. To ensure that the designated successor, the heir-apparent, who
would be chosen from their number, would be given a suitable training
under chosen tutors and administrative experience to fit him for becoming

emperor, complex arrangements were made and large numbers of officials
were involved.

147 See the entries on royal princesses in THY'6, Pp- 63-66; HT582, The details on their
spouses are by no means complete, particularly for later emperors’ daughters, but there are
a good many cases of remarriage. Three of Chung-tsung’s eight daughters remarried, 3 of
Juirtsung’s, 7 of Hstian-tsung’s {plus a daughters who was married three times), and 2 of Su-
tsung’s seven daughters. Remarriage seems to have become less commen in the ninth c., but
this reflects the fact that most of the data were lost, rather than a change in mores.

1 HTS5 46, p. 1188, :

© THY'6, p.74. These new rules were o be conveyed to the Court for Noble Ladies {Ming-
fu yilan $7H¥ER} and to become a permanently applicable ordinane (ch‘ang-shik B %),
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In the first quarter-century of the dynasty, when grip on the provinces
was still far from secure, T’ai-tsung viewed the other imperial princes as
potential allies who could be enfeoffed to rule strategic regions of the em-
pire on behalf of the emperor. Although the hereditary succession among
these princes was almost immediately abandoned, the idea persisted until
the early-eighth century. But it also became clear that in reality large
numbers of imperial princes, removed from strict court control, were liable
to become potential rivals rather than allies.

The succession and the arrangements for the royal family were destabil-
ized in the reign of Kao-tsung by his powerful empress Wu, who wished to
ensure the succession for one of her own sons, deposing two heirs-apparent
in the process. After her husband’s death in 684 she dominated the court as
regent and decimated the imperial family in repeated purges. Dismiss‘ing
two young emperors, eventually she set up a dynasty of her own from 6go
te 705, during which period she attempted various ways of transferring the
succession to her own Wu clan. Under her successor, Chung-tsung, real
power was once again wielded by his empress, who even attempted to
appoint a daughter as the imperial heir.

The institutional arrangements designed in the early-T’ang proved
resilient, however, although the succession had rarely gone as originally
intended.

Under Hsiian-tsung, who had suffered a number of threats to his own
position before coming to the throne, it became apparent that the great
number of imperial princes living independent lives, with some of them
serving in influential offices, was a source of political instability. The princes
were resettled in a special palace complex, their social contacts limited, and
they were forbidden to be appointed to any but nominal offices. By de-
grees these restrictions were retained and made even more severe under
Hsilan-tsung’s successors. The princes’ “fiefs” were replaced by money
salaries, which were repeatedly diminshed, their administrations and numer-
ous staff were gradually reduced almost to nil, and by the early-ninth
century the princes, living in the cramped quarters of the Princely Residen-
ces, were an object of pity to some of the court, who described them as a
peol of frustrated talent with no outlet for their abilities.

The arrangements for selecting and training a dynastic heir, on the
other hand, were restored and strengthened, and probably functioned

better during the latter half of the eighth century than at any other period
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under the T’ang. This was important to the dynasty’s survival, since this was
a period of severe pressures from growing provincial autonomy. Not until
the unexpected succession of Hsien-tusng in 8og did an emperor succeed
to the throne without many years of preparation as heir-apparent.

But this system too was undermined inthe ninth century. The succes-
sion, which up to this time in almost every case had been determined by the
will of the deceased emperor and his chief ministers, now fell into the hands
of the palace eunuchs, who arranged every succession after 805, sometimes
with scant attention either to the principle of generational seniority or to
the dying emperor’s intentions. A series of young emperors, from 820 to
845, who died leaving only infant sons, broke the generational pattern of
the succession, and disturbed the institutional arrangements for the ap-
pointment of an heir-apparent. After 848 there was never a serving heir-
apparent, the eunuchs’ chosen successor being appointed heir only days
before succeeding. The monarchy was fatally undermined, having lost
control of its own destiny. All emperors after Mu-tsung were chosen from a
large pool of princes, living in their residences, totally lacking any ex-
perience of government and with very limited contacts beyond the palace.
Many of them came to the throne very young, sometimes as littie more
than children. Only one of them lived to the age of fifty.

From the end of Hsiuan-tsung’s reign in 839, during which some
degree of administrative regularity was restored but no successor had been
designated, the T"ang royal house declined into little more than a symbol of
continuity, a continuity that they could no longer themselves influence.
The careful provisiuons put in place by the founding emperors had come to
nothing,
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LIST OF ABBREVIATIONS

CKCY Chen-kuan cheng-yao HEHBE

CcTs Chiu Tang-shu B/EE

CTW [Chin-ting] Ch’iian T'ang wen [$E| RE X
Fonct. des Rotours, Traité des fonctionnaires et traité de armée
HTS Hsin Tang-shu F1IEH

KYL K’ai-yiian i FATCE

Icic Teu-chih ung-chien "B IREE

TFYK Ts'e-fut ytian-kui R .48

THY T’ang hui-yao FEEE

TLT Tang liu-tien KIE7 8

7 Tung-tien B

TICLC T'ang ta chao-ling chi FE KA S 8

WHTK Wen-ksien t'ung-k’ao SURRID &

WYYH Wen-yiian ying-hua 3 30 558
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Table 1. Life-Spans of T'ang Emperors

Table 2. T'ang Emperors and Heirs-dpparent

EMPEROR

Kao-tsu
T’ai-tsung
Kao-tsung
Chung‘tsung (1}
Jui-tsung (1)
Empress Wn
Chung-tsung {11)
Jui-tsung ()
Hsiianfl:sung
Su-tsung
Tai-tsung
Te-tsung
Shun-tsung
Hsien-tsung
Mu-tsung
Ching-tsung
Wen-tsung
Wu-tsung
Hsiuan-tsung
I-tsung
Hsi-tsung
Chao-tsung
Ai-tsung

NoTE: This table is based on the rul
information in A. C. Moule, The Rz

* Emperors from Wen-tsung onward were nominall
immediately before their accession. They never actuall

SERVICE AS
HEIR-APPARENT
none

none

6 yrs.

g yrs.
none

note

2 yrs.
18 yrs.
4 yTs.
15 YIS,
26 yrs.
3 mos.
8 yrs,
I3 mos.
none
none
none
none
none
none
none

AGE AT
ACGESSION
52
27
a1
27
22
67
49
48
27
45
35
37
44
27
24
14
r7
25
35
25
TI
21
iz

AGE
AT DEATH

42

ers’ actual western-style ages, calculated on the basis of
lers of China (London, 1957} oe

¥ appeinted heir-apparent, but only
y served as heir.

EMPEROR
{NO. OF SONS)
Kao-tsu; r. 618—26
{22 sons)

T ai-tsung; r. 626-49
{14 sons)

Kao-tsung; r. 649-683
(8 sons])

Chung-tsung; r. 694
(4 sons}

Jui-tsung; r. 684-go
Chung-tsung jr. bro.;
Kao-tsung 8th son.

(6 sons)

Empress Wu; r. 6go-705

Chung-tsung; 1. 705-10
(4 sons)

[Wen-wang
Chung-tsung 4th son |

Jui-tsung; 1. 710-12

abdicated, 712; “retired
emperor,” 712-13.

(6 sons)

LI ZZ HEIRS-APPARENT
{FRAT. BIRTH ORDER)
Chien-ch’eng (1st)

h-a. 618-26

Ch’eng-chien {st)
h-a. 635-43
Chih {(gth)
h-a. 643-49

Chung (rst}
h-a. 652-56
Hung (3th)
h-a. 656-75
Hsien (6th)
h-a. 675-80
Che (7th)
h-a. 680-83

none

Ch'eng-ch’i (1sf)
h-a. 684—go

WU-CHOU DYNASTY

former Jui-tsung
“imp. successor” &
renamed Wu Lun,

6g0-98.

former Chung-tsung
h-a. 6g8

1

RE R ANG

Ch’ung-chiin (3d)
h-a. 7067
no h-a. yo7-10

Lung-chi {2d}
h-a. 710-12

H-A OUTCOME, /
OTHER REMARKS

murdered, 626

deg. 643;d. 644

suc. H49

deg. 656
d. 675
deg. 680

suc. 684, under
empress Wu regency.

dethroned by Wu, 684

ceased h-a. when Wu
dethroned Jui-tsung,
6go.

ceded position, 698

suc. 705

rebelled & killed, 707

installed briefly by Wu,
710.

suc. 7rg; with full
powers, 713



Hsiian-tsung; r. 71256
abdicated, 756; “retired

emperor,” 756-62.
(30 sons)

Su-tsung; r. 756-62
{14 sons)

Tai-tsung; r. 762-79
{20 sons)

Te-tsung; r. 779-805
{11 sons)

Shun-tsung; 7, 8as
abdicated, 805
{23 sons)

Hsien-tsung; r. 8o5-20
{20 sons)

Mu-tsung; r. 820-24
(5 sons)

Ching-tsung; r. 824-27
{5 sons)

Wen-tsung; r. 827-40
Ching-tsung je. bro.;
Mu-tsung 2d son.

(2 sons)

Wu-tsung; 1. 840-46
Ching-tsung and Wen-
tsung jr. bro.;
Mu-tsung sth son.

{5 sons)

Hsiuan-tsung; r. 846-59
Mu-tsung jr. bro.;
Hsien-tsung 15th son.

{12 sons)

Itsung; r. 859-73
Hsiuan-tsung st son
{8 sons)

none, 712-15
Ssu-ch’ien (3d)
h-a. 715-37
Yii (3d)
h-a. 738-56

Yii (zst)
h-a. 758-62

K'uo {1st)
h-a. 764-79

Sung (rst)
h-a. 779-805

Ch’un (1st)

none, 805-09

Ning (1st]
h-a. 8og-11

Heng (3d)
h-a. 812-20

Chan (rst)
h-a. B22-24

none

Yung (1st)
h-a. 842-38

none, 838-40

none

nene

none

condemned to suicide,

737
renamed Heng, 7445

usurped throne, 756,

suc. 762

suc. 779

suc. Boj

suc. 805

d Bit

suc. 820

suc. 824

killed in palace, 838

Hsi-tsung; r, 873-88
I-tsung sth son
(2 sons)

Chao-tsung; 1. 888-go4
Hsi-tsung jr. bro.
I-sung 7th son.

(ro sons)

Ai-ti; . gogq-7
Chao-tsung gth son

nocne

Yii {xst)
h-a. 897-g904

none

NoTE: h-a. = heir-apparent / served as heir-apparent

deg. = degraded
d. = died

suc. = succeeded to imp. throne

murdered, gogq



