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Sasanian and Arab-Sasanian Silver
Coins from Turfan: Their Relationship to

International Trade and the Local Economy

INTRODUCTION

Along the “Silk Road,” which ran between China and the Near East via
Inner Asia and the Indian Ocean, China exported goods — silk being
the best known — and in return received other products. Beyond this broad
generalization, however, we know little about the actual commerce, especially
as we go further back in histary. Who carried out this trade, how they operat-
ed, and what gaods, besides silk, they dealt in are questions that remain rela-
tively unanswered. Fortunately, silver coins and documents discovered in
Turfan provide us with an opportumty to gain deeper insights into Inner Asian
commerce during the period lasting from the late-sixth to early-eighth centu-
ries. These finds provide information about the identity of the merchants, the
type of goods that they traded, the periodization and location of their activi-
ties, and their relationship to Turfan’s local economy.

Sasanian and Arab-Sasanian silver coins constitute the majority of specie
relevant 10 international trade that has been discovered at Turfan.! Sasanian
coins were minted by the Iranian dynasty of the same name. The Sasanians
overthrew the Parthians circa 224 ap and reigned until the final Arab con-

1 am grateful to Richard Frve, Michae! Bates, Rudi Paul Lindner, Michaei Alram, and partici-
pants at the Second and Third Silk Road Conferences for valuable comments and suggestions on
previous versions of this paper. Lalso want to thank Valerie Hansen for facilitating my research
trip to Turfan and Urumchi in May, 1g996. Moreover, I want to express special appreciation for
two of my teachers, Rudi Paul Lindner and the late K. Allin Lather, for stimulating, respectively,
my interest in numismatics and the Sogdians.

| At least nine Byzantine or imitation Byzanline gold coins have also been found in Turfan.
Seven are mentioned in Thierry and Morrisson's study ol the Byzantine style coins that have
been found within China's modern borders; Frangois Thierry and Cécile Morrisson, “Bur les
monnaies byzantines trouvées en Chine,” Revye numismatigue Gth ser. 36 {1994), pp. T09-45.
Photos of two others have appeared in Chinese publications: Hsin-chiang Wei-wu-erh tzu-chih-
ch’ii po-wu-kuan #7851 B i R AR, ed., Hsin-chiang ch'n-t'u wen-wu SHEE L L (Pe-
king: Wen-wu ch’u-pan she, 1975}, p. 133, pl. 194; Hsin-chiang Wei-wu-erh tzu-chih-ch'li
po-wu-kuan, ed., Hiin-chiang Wei-wu-erh tzu-chik-ch'E po-wu-kuan ¥R ] H 5 E A A
Chung-kuo po-wu-kuan (s’ung-shu g (Peking: Wen-wu ch’u-pan she, rggr1), pl. 171,
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quest of Iran in 651. The earliest Sasanian coins to appear in China or eastern
Turkestan are those minted during the reign of the ninth ruler, Shapar I {r.
300—474). The latest are coins of the final Sasanian emperor Yazdgard I1I {r.
632-651;% see table 1 for a chronology of Sasanian rulers depicted on coins
found in Turfan tombs). The most common Sasanian coin — the type most
usually found in China — was the silver drachm. Averaging about four grams
at full weight, it nsually was not debased* After the Arab conquest of Persia,
the Arabs continued to mint Sasanian-style coins for about fifty years when
purely Islamic coins were introduced. The standard Arab-Sasanian coin was a
siftver dirham. It was a version of the silver Sasanian drachm and also had a full
weight of about {our grams.* Sasanian and Arab-Sasanian coins share most
iconographic and epigraphic elements.”> Where Arab-Sasanian coins differ from
purely Sasanian ones is that they normally include an additional Arabic in-
scription.

We can suppose that the reason why Iranian coins were carried east was
the high purity of their silver. Sasanian and Arab coinage normally had a sil-
ver content of over eighty-five to ninety percent. During the reign of Khusrau
I {r. 590, 5q1-628) the average was around ninety-five percent” On the other
hand, the coins of the vasis states of western Turkestan, such as Bukhara and

¢ Hsia Nai & &, “Tsung-shu Chung-kuo ch'u-t'u te Po-ssu Sa-shan ch'ao yin-pi™ Z5 it h 11
O AR SH ST, K2o-ku hstieh-pan B4 RE 1 (3974), pp. y4-u3. Francois Thierry, “Sur
les monnaies sassanides trouvées en Chine,” in Group pour I'Etude de la Civilisation du Moyen-
Onrient, ed., Circulation des monnaies, des marchandises et des biens, Res Orientales 5 (Bures-sur-
Yveite: Group pour ' Etude de la Civilisalion du Moyen-Orient, 1663}, pp. 6b—-100.

* Robert Gobl, Sasanian Namismatics {Braunschweig: Klinkhardl & Biermann, 1g71), p. 25.

* M. Bates, “Arab-Sasanian Coins,” in Ehsan Yarshater, ed., Encyclopaedia franice {London
and Boston: Routledge & Kegan Paul, 1g82-} 2, p. 225,

> The obverse normally has a portrait of a Sasanian emperor wearing a crown with a design
unique to his reign. In later times the Sasanian emperor’s or Arab governor’s name is written (o
the right of the portrait in Pablavi script. There are various other ornaments and honorific in-
scriptions. On the reverse is a Zoroastrian fire altar with attendants on either side. Later Sasanian
coins and all Arab-Sasanian coins include the year of issue 1o the left of the fire altar and an
abbreviated name of the mint place te the right (see illustration page at the end of this article}.

¢ Richard Frye makes this point about the appeal of Sasanian coins to merchanis in “Ancient
Central Asian History Notes," in Bert G. Fragner et al., eds., Proceedings of the Second European
Conference of Franian Studies [Rome: Istituto [taliano per il Medio ed Estremo Oriente, 1995), pp-
18y-go. Our knowledge of the silver content of coins is thanks to the work of Adon Gordus,
“Neutron Activation Analysis of Coinz and Coin Streaks,” in E. T. Hall and D. M. Metealf, eds.,
Methods of Chemical and Metallurgical Investigation of Ancient Coinage {London: Royal Numismatic
Society, 1g72], pp. 127-48; idem, “Non-Destructive Analysis of Parthian, Sasanian and Umayy-
ad Coins,” in D. K. Kouymjian, ed, Near Eastern Numismatics, konography, Fpigraphy and Histo-
ry: Studies in Honor of George C. Miles (Beirut: American University, 1974), pp- 141-62; and
Gordus, “Neutron Activation Analysis of Microgram Samples of Sasanian Coins and Metallic Art”
{paper presented at the Symposium on Material Issues in Art and Archaeology-IV, Cancun, Mex-
ica, 1904}
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Samargand {see a list of place names in the Introduction to this volume of 1‘?.51'&
Major), wsually were debased to the extent that they were discolored.” Sasan¥an
and Arab-Sasanian coins gained acceptance in eastern Turkestan and China
because they guaranteed a high quality of silver.®
These coins have been discovered at various places around Turfan. The
eatest number have been unearthed in the ruins of the ancient city of Kao-
ch’ang f= = (roho). Around 130 coins have been found thfare, the va.st ma-
jority from three hoards. All of these coins were minted during the reigns of
fourth-century Sasanian emperors. The other major group of silver specie comes
from several tomb sites in the Turfan area. Most of the coins from tombs have
been discovered at the contiguous ancient burial grounds at Astana {A-ssu-t'a-
na FIET 5 AF) and Karakhoja {(Ha-la-ho-cho 54 #0 &) near the ruins of Kao-
ch’ang. Two other coins have been found in separate graves at Yarkhoto
{Chiao-ho X il ) about thirty-five kilometers west of Astana. The exact num-
ber of these coins is uncertain because of poor record-keeping, but is afound
thirty. The majority of the coins were found in the mouths of corpses? Pre-
sumably a coin in the mouth was meant to provide spending money for the
dead in the afteclife. The derivation of this custom is a matter of controversy
with some scholars claiming a Chinese origin, while others believe it is aﬁGreek
practice that Alexander the Great’s conquests spread to Inner Asia.' Several

7 E. V. Zeimal', “The Circulation of Coins in Cenrral Asia during the Earl)f Medieval Period
{Fifth-Eighth Centuries A. D.)." Bulletin of the Asia Institute 8 (1994), pp. 245-67. .

2 Hephthalite imitations of Sasanian cvins do not appear to have been dc'based, byt tlhcdre is no
research that has established the quality of silver. Zeimal' believes‘thal %helr more l1rmu?d Cll’;ll.l-.
lation in comparison to regular Sasanian issues was because lhe‘n‘ \«:‘mghts were r:.m;lm ercell ¥
lower; Zeimal’, "Circulation of Coins in Central Asia,” pp. 235-55, 2ti4. More research needs o
be done on this problem.

4 Hsia, “Tsung-shu Chung-kuo ch’u-t'a,” p. 106,

10 Aurel Stein originally described the phenomenon of placing coins in l!‘le mc!uths{;f Lh_e
dead at Astana. He noted that a coin was placed in the mouth ol the deceased in znflcu:r;\tI ;ee(.ei
to provide the spiril of the dead with the fare Lo pay the ferryman of Hades, Charon Er 1. uure-
Stein, fnnermost Asia: Detailed Report of Explorations in Ceniral Asia, Kan-Sfx Emd Easterlﬂ ra: ,o}r:
don: Oxford U.P., 1928] 2, p. 646). Hsia Nai vigerously opposed Stein’s suggestion that the
custom could have come [rom the West and noted that the practice existed in (,_hma dur:]ris\t{z
Chou period; Hsia, “Tsung-shu Chung-kue ch’u-r',” p. 106 Molre reclem!y Ota.m Nakao f(_:lr :
B demonsirates that in Greece and Inner Asia burials of dead with coins in their mouths pred ate
those in China. He believes that the custom spread to China from Lhe'\:vest. However,l he oeds
not rule out the possibility that Chinese carried the custom T?ack 1o Turfan by the Isncth a}fl_
seventh centuries Ap; “Ssu-che k’ou chung han pi hsi-su Han T'ang mu-tsang s0 fz,m-ymlgg:?m ::1
fang yin-su” 38 L1 o0 & 8 T {3 B2 e IR EIPE HEE, lem-:‘mc_r.ng hsuehkkbau;ht_ é(I»L;\
FI# 1 (1090}, pp. 120-42 [trans. of original article in Toyame Da:gaﬁu;mbun gakubu 1{}; L A
8} i 1q.1). Thierry claims that the Chinese only placed jade or cowries in @ mou
of the dead. He does not see any connection between this funerary practice and the one at Kao-
ch'ang {“Sur les monnaies sassanides,” pp. 101-2).
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of the coins were found covering the eyes of the deceased. This appears to
have been a Parthian custom that spread to Inner Asia and is still practiced by
some nomadic groups in Mongolia today.!! Several other coins have been
found on the floors of tombs and probably were knocked down accidentally
by grave robbers.

Study of the tomb discoveries Tepresents an analytic problem separate
from the discaveries of those from the ruins of Kao—ch’ang city, because al-
most all of the coins from tombs date to the late-sixth and seventh centuries,
while the city hoards are from about two centuries earlier. Also, the tomb
finds, unlike the city ones, are complemented by contemporary documents
from the tombs that sometimes mention silver coins. From these documents
we can learn more about how the coins were used in Turfan in the sixth and
seventh centuries and how they fit into international trade.

It is important o realize that the presence of the coins in Turfan resulted
from separate global, regional, and local trends. On the one hand, the coins
represent the general, but not uninterrupted, tendency from the beginning of
the Christian era to the early-nineteenth century for precious metals to flow
from Europe and the Near East to South and East Asia. The gold and silver
paid for the silk and spices of the East that were in demand in the West.)? The
evidence of the Sasanian and Arab Sasanian coins in China demonstrates that
from the fourth to seventh centuries at least sorme precious metals were trans-
ported east in the form of specie. From the eighth century onward silver coins
never again were brought from the Near East to China. Hoards ir northern,
central and eastern Europe have produced 200,000 Near Eastern dirhams

that date mostly from the tenth century, but not one from the tenth century has
been discovered in China.'#

11 Mihédly Benko, “Burial Masks of Eurasian Mounted Nomad Peoples in the Migration Perj-
od (15t Millennium A.D.),” AOASH 46 (1992-93), pp. 115-31. The author points out that the
placing of goggles aver the eyes of the dead in some of Turfan’s tombs probably is a related
custom. These goggles have been found by Stein and Chinese archaeclogists. Stein, Mnermost
Asia 2, p. 646. Hsin-chiang Wei-wu-erh tzu-chih-ch’ii po-wu-kuan, “T'u-lu-fan A-ssu-t'a-na yhy
hao mu fa-chizeh chien-pao™ - .3 [ {7 1% 41 363 MRBIEME VW e (ro72h p 7, pl 5.

14 Joe Cribb, “An Historical Survey of the Precious Metal Currencies of China,” Mumismatic
Chronicle, 7th ser. 19 {1979}, pp. 191-95.

15 On the Near Eastern coins carried to Europe, see Peter Spufford, Money and fis Use in Medi-
eval Europe (Cambridge: Cambridge U.P., 1988}, pp. 65-68. Spufford, citing Cribb, “Precious
Metal Currencies of China,” pp. 192-g3, states erroneously that some of the gth- and roth- .
dirhams that were found jn Europe also made their way to China. The coins that Cribb refers to
actually are the earlier Sasanian and Arab-Sasanian coins. The flow of coins from the Near East
to Europe was carried out at lower levels from the sixth to ninth centuries and increased greatly
in the tenth. The most extensive research on this flow of silver coins has been carried out by
Thomas Noonan: “When and How Dichams First Reached Russia: A Numismatic Critique of
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This article treats the coin finds from Turfan as part of this long-term
global trend, but also points cut how their presence in Turfan was the resul of
short-term local and regional political and ecenomic forces. Although coins
flowed from Iran to China with peaks and troughs from the fifth through sev-
enth centuries, they did not always appear in Turfan because of shifts in trade
routes. Below, I attempt to explain the localized appearance of silver coins in
Turfan in the late-fourth, late-sixth, and seventh centuries, and their role in the
economy. Furthermore, I make suggestions about why the coins may have
ceased to be imported to Turfan in the early-eighth century.

THE COINS

The coins under study here are treated as two distinct groups. Finds from
Kao-ch'ang city will be discussed first, and the tomb coins second. The city
finds come from three different hoards and two random discoveries of single
coins. Twa of the hoards, numbering ten and twenty coins each, have been
published with photos or rubbings of all coins. I have been able to examine
them personally. Both hoards were found by farmers, and their exact prove:
nance within the city is unknown. The two hoards have similar compositions.
Both contain silver drachms of Shapur II {r. 30g—37¢), Ardashir II {r. 37—
83}, and Shapir 11l (r. 385—488).'* Since both hoards contain coins of Shaptr

the Pirenne Theory,” Cahiers du monde Russe et Soviétigue 21 (1980, PP 3(_“_69’ idfrm. “Ninth-
Century Dirham Huards from Furopean Russia: A Preliminary Analysis,” in M._A. 5. Bla.ckbu:n
and D. M. Metcalf, eds., Fiking-Age Coinage in the Northern Lands , BAR Inlernallmna_l Series 122
[Oxford: B. A. R., 1g981); idem, “A Ninth Century Dirham Hoard frum Dfawsta :n Sm'xthe}rln
Russia,” American Numismatic Seciely Museum Notes 23 (1g82], pp. 18 5-204; idem, Rus.sua, t z
Near East, and the Steppe in the Early Medieval Period: Aln Exanf)_mahlon of the Sasan!an an‘ :
Byzantine Finds from the Karma-Urals Area,” Archizum Eurastae Medti Aevi 2 (1982}, pp. 2([1{9—3‘02”,
idem, “The Regional Composition of Ninth-Century Dirbam Hoardi from European Us?}a}:
Mumismatic Chronicle 144 (198.4), pp. 153-63; idem, “Why Dirhams l-lrsl‘Reached Bussna_ e
Role of Arab-Khazar Relations in the Development of the Farliest Islamic Tra.de with Eas[ecll'_r1
Europe,” Archivum Eurasioe Medii Aevi 4 (1984}, pp. 151-282; ider'r}, “Khazaria .as an }\Fler'me :—
ary between Islam and Eastern Europe in the Second Half of the Nm}h Cen“tury. :l"he ‘uml(s:m.a
ic Perspective,” drchivum Eurasiae Medit Aevi 5 (1985), pp- 1792043 ld&‘l"l‘l, Khwaralzmlal;l oins
of the Eight Century [rom Eastern Europe: The Pusl—Sasamal.s.q Imlel:lude in the Relations etwgen
Central Asia and European Russia,” Archivum Eurasice Medsi Aevi 6 {10R6[19R8]}, pp. 243-58. .
11 The first hoard contains 1o coins of Shapar [T, 7 of Ardashir I, and g of Sh;épur IIF, It s
now in the collection of the Sinkiang Uighur Autonomous Region Museum in Lru‘111ch|_, It i
published in Hsia Nai, “Hsin-chiang T'u-lu-fan tsui-chin chu-t'u te Pa-ssu Sa-shan ch'ao yin-pi
oMo B o B UL L S AR AR, KK 4 (1966), pp. 211-16. T}"lelsecond hoard COnh‘ll;IS
four ceins of Shapar II, five of Ardashir IL, and om(z nthEipllir}.{Hl:)It is :?-lhﬁc-zl;z?-l?‘%:i;;
Chinese History Museum in Peking. It is published (with Englis abstract) in Hsi i, -
kl.}ll:} tsui-chin f:}:rhsien te Po-ssu Sa-sghan ch'ao yin-pi” 1 ET R HE %Jﬁ B F&%Tﬁ'%éﬁnﬁm’ Chuni-l
kuo k’o-hstieh-yiian k'ao-ku yen-chiu-so HH EEREEEH TR, ed., Kao-ku-hsieh ‘lunszI:n chi
B HA G (Peking: K'o-hsiieh ch'u-pan she, 1961}, pp. 118-21, 170-71, pl. 30; tpt. [rom
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I11, their burial dates can be no earlier than the years of his reign. With a few
exceptions, these coins are in remarkably good condition and do not show a
great deal of wear. The third hoard appears to be the largest, but unfortunately
it fell into the hands of at least several private collectors before it could be
studied or published. The collector Sung Chih-yung 557K reports that this
cache had about 100 coins minted during the reigns of the same three emper-
ors as the other two hoards. Unfortunately, only poor rubbings of eleven coins
have been published, but they corroborate the collector’s claim that the hoard
was composed entirely of the coins of Shapar I, Ardashir II, and Shapar IT1.15
Besides these three hoards, two other coins were found separately on the ground
in the old city and have been published with photos.'* Bath are coins of Ardashir
II. These two random finds probably are from around the same time period as
the hoards because of the presence of coins of Ardashir [1 in all instances.

The later tomb finds fall into three categories according to their reliability
as evidence. The coins that generally provide the most dependable data are the
ones that [ personally examined at the Turfan and Sinkiang Museums in China.
Also in this category are three of the four Turfan tomb finds in the collection of
the British Museum of which I obtained good photographs (see the llustrations
appended to this article).’” These twenty coins form more than half of the known
discoveries from Turfan's torbs; they are listed and described fully in the append-
ed table “Twenty Turfan-Tomb Silver-Coins Known to Be Held in Museums.”
Unfortunately, due to poor record-keeping, the whereabouts of almost all of
the other silver coins from Turfan’s tombs are unknown.'®

Koao-ku hsiieh-pao B H B » {1y957), pp. 49-60, pl. 1, which does not include an English ab-
stract. The coins of Shapar IT and Ardashir II do not show any variation in type, but those of
Shapar 111 come in two different types. All but two of the coins weigh 4.1 grams or higher.
Although the types show little diversity, epigraphic and stylistic differences on the individual
coins demanstrate that they were struck from different dies.

15 Sung claims that there are aboul 50 coins of Shapir II, 40 of Ardashir II, and 11 or 12 of
Shapdr III. These coins have weights similar to the other twe hoards, averaging about 4.2 grams.
Sung Chih-yung, “Po-ssu yin-pi tsai Hsin-chiang te yu i-12’u chung-ta fa-hsien chui-chi 89 nien
T'u-]u-l’im ch’u-t'u te § p'i tsao-ch’i Po-ssu Sa-shan ch'ao yin-pi™ I IR W IEH MV L —EN
%f%%ﬂﬁdﬂgaﬁﬂi-ﬁ & R -4t A RERRER S, Hvin-chiang chien-pi #TER R » (1906, pp.
3939 ‘

5 14 Hsia, “Chung-kuo tsui-chin [a-hsien te Po-ssu Sa-shan ch'ao yin-pi,” p. r27, pl. XXXI, nos.
G1-04.

17 I owe thanks to Helen Wang of the British Museum Department of Coins and Medals for
sending me the photographs. The fourth coin from Turfan in the British Museum {Cga} is in
fragments and missing from the collection.

1# Some have claimed that various of these coins are kept in the Chinese History Museurn in
Peking, but upon examining their collection, I found only one of the above-mentioned hoards
from Kac-ch’ang city. [ also was told that the China Numismatic Museum in Peking might hold
the missing coins, but I was unable to gain access to their coliection.
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Of the coins not in the collections of the Sinkiang, Turfan, and British
Museums, three have published photegraphs of generally poor quality. These
coins are numbers C2a, Cet, and Cg1, according to the numbering scheme
used in the appended table “Fourteen Turfan-Tomb Silver-Coins That Au-
thor Was Unable to Locate,” where they are described fully. The remaining
eleven unexamined coins do not have published photographs, and all but one
are known only from a table describing silver coins finds from Astana and
Karakhoja that was published by the late Chinese archaeologist, Hsia Nai.’”
This evidence is of course the least reliable.

The distribution of rulers depicted on the coins is shown in table 1, be-
low. All reigned during the second half of the Sasanian dynasty from the mid-
fifth century onward. The majority of coins were minted during the reign of
Khusrau II. From the perspective of Sasanian numismatic history, the prepon-
derance of Khusrau IP’s coins is not unusunal because mint cutput probably
reached a peak during his exceptionally long reign, as discussed below. Since
late-Sasanian and Arab-Sasanian coins give the year of minting, it is possible
to look at the distribution of the coins according 1o mint date. This exercise
gives us a rough idea of the periodization of the silver specie that came to
Turfan.

Table 2 arranges the data according to the number of coins minted dur-
ing a decade with the exception that the first and last entries are according to
multiple decades. It demonstrates that most of the coins found in Turfan’s
tombs were minted beginning in the late-sixth century, reached their peak in
the 610s and 620s, and then 1apered off until they disappeared after the 670s.
These coins represent about a hundred years of mint production.

Although these data enumerate the types of coin brought to Turfan, they
cannot tell us the time period during which the coins actually reached Turfan
and circulated there. The coins could have changed hands in Iran or other
parts of Inner Asia for decades before being carried to Turfan. So the above
can only roughly periodize silver coin circulation in Turfan. In the best of all
possible worlds, the Turfan tomb finds would have provided an excellent

19 Hsia, “Tsung-shu Chung-kuo ch’u-t'w,” p. 110, In a note to the Lable, Hsia mentions that it
was compiled from rubbings of cuins, rather than photographs, that the Sinkiang Museum had
sent him. The rubbings probably were not of high quality. Fortunately I was able to evaluate the
value of Hsia’s data because his lable includes coins that 1 examined at the Sinkiang Museum. In
comparing, | have found that his attributions of rulers are generally, but not always, correct.
However, the mint dates that he provides are sometimes inaccurate and the mint places often are
unrelizble. With this in mind, in cases where | have not been able to examine the coins, the
findings in this article uses only Hsia's data for rulers and, with reservations, for mint dates. The
other unpublished coin that is not in Hsia's table is Cg3. kit is missing fram the collection of the
British Museum.
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method of determining when most of the specie circulated there because the
coins were buried in tombs that often have dated documents or epitaphs. Ide-
ally this would allow us to determine precisely when the coins were taken out
of circulation to be placed with the dead. Moreover, a large enough sample of
coins with burial dates would permit us to determine with some exactitude the
periodization of silver coin circulation in Turfan.

Due to a variety of factors, however, the value of the data has diminished
for more than a millennium, such that less than one-quarter of the coins have

Table 1. Distribution of Rulers on Silver Table 2. Distribution of

Coins from Turfan Tombs Mini Dates
COINS DEGADE(S) coiNs % OF
RULER REIGN (AD}  FOUND MINTED FOUND  TUTAL
Perdz 11 459-84 L 4b0—Hg 1 4
Zamasp 49648 I 49049 I 4
Khusran T 591-70 2 thiatus)
Hormizd IV 57990 I 560-6g I 4
imitation
Hormizd IV I 570-74% 1 4
Khusrau 11 500, sor-H28 17 58089 ! 4
Empress Biran Bgo—1 1 599799 2 8
Yazdgard 111 63251 4 bou-oy 2 8
Arab-Sasanian minte(i b51- 2 bro=19 ? 0
ca. 0o HBzo—2q 6 24
unclear N/A 5 630—309 o 8
640—40 1 4
65050 I 4
burial dates that can be determined to within a 66079 ! 4

decade. The degradation of evidence wasinitially  ToTals 25 100
the work of grave robbers. They entered maost,
but not all, of the graves, stole valuables, and Nowk: Coin C, possibly minted
disrupted the contents of the tombs. Taking this ~ 8198, is placed in 620s; Cr5,
. . i . . Ci6i, Cry, Czg, Cg0, Cy1, Caz,
into cousideration, it is amazing that so many  and C3g not included here be-
. . . . , cause dates were indecipherable
silver coins have survived. This is probably be- or estimated (oo broadly.
cause many tomb robbers did not realize that
coins were placed in the mouths of the corpses. Unfortunately, some of the
thieves seem to have learned this secret. When Aurel Stein entered some of

Astana’s tombs, it was a grave robber who showed Stein how to break open
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the jaw of a corpse to extract a coin.”” In some cases the grave robbers also
made it hard to determine burial dates by disturbing the documents in the
tombs. Since tombs usually contained multiple family members who had died
at different times, it often is necessary to associate a corpse with particular
documents in order to ascertain its burial date. If the documents are disturbed
or lost, the time of interment can no longer be determined precisely.
Twentieth-century excavators and museum personnel also are responsi-
ble for the degradation of the data. Stein, who found four Sasanian silver coins,
did not date the three tombs where he found them. Chinese archaeologists
also share part of the blame. The brief excavation reports on some of the tombs
published in the 1960s and 1970s are generally too vague to be of much help?!
A detailed excavation report for each tomb has yet Lo be published. However,
two other sources exist that allow us partially to compensate for this deficien-
cy. Hsia Nai’s published information on the coimns includes tomb numbers for
the coins and initial attempts at dating burials.** However, his work is insuffi-
cient for two reasons. First, his article appeared before the collation and edit-
ing of tomb documents were complete, so his dating of burials sometimes does
not take into consideration the evidence of the documents. Second, he com-
mits the mistake of assuming that all occupants of a tomb were buried at the
same time, 50 in cases of multiple interments, his dating is not reliable. Unfor-
tunately, other scholars have accepted Hsia’s burial data uncritically®* The
other source helpful in dating burials is the ten-volume compilation of Turfan
documents that has been published in China under the title T'u-lu-fan ch’u-t'u
wen-shu I+ B &1 + 3 (Documents Excavated at Turfan)** The editors arranged

20 Stein, Junermost Asia 2, p. 646,

21 Hsin-chiang Wei-wu-erh tzu-chih-ch'a po-wu-kuan, “T"wlu-fan A-ssu-t'a-na pei ch’'ii mu-tsang
fa-chileh chien-pac™ I8 B RS ARAL B SR SR, W6 (1gbo), pp. 1421 idf"r“' "?u-lut
fan hsien A-ssu-C'a-na Ha-la-ho-cho ku mu-ch'iin ch'ingli chien-pao™ itk £ # % 7 13 A3 hr fll &
E P R WWO (1g72), pp. 810 idem, “T'u-lu-fan A-ssu-Ca-na 363,” pp. 7-12; idem, “T'u-
Tu-fan hsien A-ssu-ta-na Ha-la-ho-cho ku mu-ch'iin fa-chiieh chien-pac (1yfi3- 165} 115 F R
BHGT L & B HE AR A IR [1gbe—1965), W 10 {1973) pp. 7—27; idem and Hsi-pei 1a-hstieh
li-shih-hsi K'ao-ku chuan-yeh p&4¢ #8478 & &3 1974 nien T'u-lu-fan A-ssu-t'a-na ku
mu-ch’in fa-chiieh chien-pao™ 1973 UL % [0 1S Hiwh S EF TR WW S (1y75) pp. B-
26; and Hsin-chiang po-wu-kuan Kao-ku-tui £THEH9ES B ¥, “Tu-lu-fan Ha-la-he-cho ku mu-
eh'iin fa-chiieh chien-peo™ 11 % 05 W1 81 AT BB LEIT AL, WG [1978), pp. 1-14.

22 Hsia, “Tsung-shu Chung-kuo ch'o-t'e,” p. 110,

23 Kuwayama Shashin 22 111E 4, “Téhd ni okeru Sasan shiki ginka no saikentd” EF gt
B —H— A HEORSS, THCH 54 (1982), pp. 147-48. Thierry, “Sur les monnaies sas-
sanides,” pp. 8y-96.

24 Kuo-chia wen-wu chit ku wen-hsien yen-chiu shih |55 % 1= & U RLER 98 %, Hsin-chiang
Wei-wu-erh tzu-chih-ch'ii po-wu-kuan, Wu-han ta-hsiieh li-shih hsi B AR YR | eds., Tu-
lu-fan ch'u-t'u wen-shu 1% & 1 (Peking: Wen-wu ch'u-pan she, 1981-g1; hereafter cited
as TCWS).
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the documents according to the tombs where they were found. Included is a
short introduction to each tomb that usually provides some information on
dating. Unfortunately, since the majority of tombs have multiple occupants,
the information given is often too vague to date the burial of the particular
tomb occupant who possessed the coins. The limited nnmber of burial dates
that we have were determined thanks to Hsia Nai and the editors of Decuments
Excavated at ?&rfan, but their work cannot take the place of a detailed excava-
tion report.

The data also have been subject to one other type of degradation, name-
ly, lax record keeping at museums. At the British Museum, where Stein’s finds
were deposited, one of the coins is missing. The Turfan Museum’s only Sasa-
nian coin does not have a catalogue number and the museum staff are not sure
of its provenance, although they claim that it must have come from one of
Astana’s tombs. At the Sinkiang Museum the catalogue numbers of the coins
excavated in 1959 and 1360, which should indicate the tomb where the exca-
vation took place, now differ from those that Hsia previously reported.? In
some cases | have been able to match coins to those described by Hsia (see
appended table “Twenty Coins Known to Be Held in Museums™).#¢ Through
this kind of detective work, I have been able to identify the correct catalog
numbers — and thus the correet tombs — for some, but not all, of the coins
excavated in 1959 and 1960,

Today only seven of the total of around thirty Sasanian and Arab-Sasani-
an coins that we have from Turfan’s tombs have burials that can be dated to
within a decade, These are listed chronologically according to burial date in
table 3. They show a general pattern of silver coins circutating in Turfan through-
out the seventh century and into the early-eighth century. The coins with less

5 This is demonstrated by coins C8 and Cr1, which Hsia published with photos, but now
have catalog numbers that differ from his. Museum staff were unable 1 explain this discrepancy.
There were signs of problems with calaloging as early as 19686, when Hsia Nai published 2n
article that briefly mentioned the number of Sasanian coin finds at Astana. At that time four
coins were noted as being “temporarily missing™; Hsia, “Hsin-chiang T’u-t1-fan tsui-chin ch'u-
tn," p. 214

26 In these instances I am inclined to believe that Hsia’s number is correct. This was cormobo-
raled when I spoke at the Sinkiang Museumn to Wu Chen, who was the lead archaeologist at the
Astana excavations. He said that he personally sent the correct data and rubbings for each coin
to Hsia Nai. He is inclined to believe that any mix-ups occurred in the museum's cataloging
department, which does not have a uniformly well-trained staff. Further corroboration that Hsia
Nai’s numbers are correct came when I looked up dubious catalog numbers in the original exca-
vation reports that are on file at the Sinkiang Archaeological Institute. I found that the suspect
catalog numbers now used by the museum often refer to nonexistent tombs or to artifacts that
were nol coins. | would like to thank the director of the Institute, Wang Binghua, for giving me
access the excavation reports. I also am grateful to Ch'iu Ling who assisted me in using them.
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precisely determined burial dates, not included in table 3, roughly confirm
this distribution, but suggest that coins may have circulated in the late-sixth
century until the mid-eighth. However, as demonstrated below, the documents
from Turfan’s tombs allow us to date mare precisely the period of silver coin

circnlation in Turfan.

Table 3. Astana and Karakhoja Silver Cotns with Known
Mint and Burial Dates

YR5. FROM

COIN MINT BURIAf, MINTING
REF.#  COIN TYPE DATF.  DATE  TO BURIAL
Cr Sasanian; Zamésp 499 604 105
Ci1 Sasanian;Yaudgard [l G2 6B32-40 o-8
Cy Sasanian; Khusrau Il Gog Gyg 30

Arab-Sasanian; . N ‘
C13  YordgardIll ype D57 031053 o

Sasanian;

Cy empress Barin b2 672 10
Cz4  Sasanian; Khusrau I 619 bRy 70
Ce8 Sasanian; Khusrau I~ 622 ca. 706 8y

THE DOCUMENTS

Although the data from the coins are not as complete as we would like,
we are fortunate that the tomb documents can help in periodizing silver coin
circulation in Turfan. Many are dated and specifically mention “silver coins.”
Since the only silver coins that have been discovered in Turfan are Sasanian
and Arab-Sasanian types, it is safe to assume that the vast majority, if not all, of
the silver coins mentioned in these documents are of these two kinds. The
documents — ledgers, private contracts, receipts, and government paperwork
— are listed at the end of this article in the table titled “Dated Turfan Docu-
ments That Mention Silver Coins,” which is based on a survey of the Turfan
documents limited to those in Documents Excavated at Turfan. The survey did
not cover unpublished Tusfan documents or ones published in other places.
The documents in the appended table also are restricted to those that are dat-
ed to a year and specify that the coins in question are silver. Many more doc-
uments merely mention “coins.” Although in many instances “coins” certainly
is shorthand for silver coins, this type has been excluded from the list to avoid
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error.?” Including such items would enlarge the table by two or three times. 28

Most of the documents that mention silver coins were placed in tombs as
waste paper that was cut and folded to make grave goods and clothing for the
dead. As such, they represent a random sample of records from Turfan, and so
we may assume that the surviving documents that mention silver coins rough-
ly reflect the contemporary circulation of silver specie in Turfan* However,
the data probably are distorted in favor of the 660s and 6770s due to the incla-
sion of documents Dg4 through Dy41, each marked with an asterisk. Unlike
the vast majority of records from the tombs of Turfan that were randomly left
behind as waste paper, these contracts were intentionall y rolled together and
placed in the tomb of one moneylender. Valerie Hansen has demonstrated
that these contracts probably represented unpaid debts that the deceased hoped
to collect in the underworld courts of the afterlife 30 They cannot be consid-
ered a random sample of the scrap paper that was circulating in Turfan in the
sixth and seventh centuries, and they skew coin circulation data in favor of the
660s and 670s.

A distribution by decade of these dated documents and of dated coin
burials is given in table 4. which demonstrates that coins began to circulate in
Turfan in the 580s, when the Ch'ii 58 dynasty’s Kao-ch'ang kingdom {499-
640} ruled the oasis. The peak of silver coin circulation appears to have been
in the period from the 620s to the 650s. This straddles the transition from

7 There are strong grounds for excluding these “shorthand” documents from the sample in
table 3. References in the th and 7th-c. documents to “cains” usually indicated silver coins, and
those of the 8th-c. indicated brongze. Proving that the coins in question refer to silver must be
done on the basis of the value of goods and, more to the point, on when they were written, Since
table 3 is meant to establish the chronological distribution of these decuments, it would entail a
logical fallacy 10 include documents that have been identified as members of

the group partially
on the basis of their periodization.

24 References to mast of these more questionable documents are included in Lu Hsisng-ch'ien
#1477, “Kao-ch’ang Hsi-chou ssu-pai nien huo-pi kuan-hsi yen-pien shu-lieh® % & #{ 1M1 &
FURRRR SR in Tun-huang Tu-fu-fan wen-shu fun-kao 100 8 16 7 B f5 (Nan-ch'ang:
Chiang-hsi jen-min ch*u-pan she, 1992}, pp. 252-50.

% The data in table g exhibit bias in favor of documents that are contracts. This is partially a
result of the method of selecting evidence, because contracts specify the type of coin used in the
transaction, probably to prevent cne party from cheating another at payment time by giving
cuins of lesser value or demanding coins of greater worth. On the other hand, government records,
which were written by busy {or lazy) bureaucrats and clerks, often use the shorthand designation
“coin” for commen transactions rather than wriling “silver coin.” Because of this tendency, many
government documents have been excluded. However, it js my impression that the distribution
over lime of government documents mentioning probable silver coins roughly parallels the distri-

bution of private contracts. Excluding most of the government documents does not, therefore,
skew the data.

3 Valerie Hansen, Negotiating Life in Traditional China: How Ordinary People Lsed Contracts,
fioc-1.400 (New Haven: Yale U.P,, 1995), PP 3330, 220,
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Ch'ii to T’ang rule that occurred in t40. Thereafter, silver coin usage tapered
off to a point (after 710} for which we have no more evidence of silver coins in
circulation. ‘

Table 4 tells us when the coins circulated, but it does not allow us to
deduce when silver coins were being impaorted to Turfan. They could have
come to Turfan at a relatively early date and then remained in circulation for
a while without fresh imports. Table 4, above, provides a glimpse of some
periods when the coins were being imported. It lists the seven coins for which
Table 4. Dates (by Decades) of Coin-

Mentioning Documents and Buried
Sasanian or Arab-Sasanian Coins

we have firm minting and burial dates
and determines the length of time that
they were in circulation before burial.
Coins C1, Cy4, Cg, Cz24q, and C28 ex-

DECADE  DAC'S.  COINS OIS pypsy long periods of circulation that do
57079 o v o not reveal dates of importation to
rBo—Ltn 7 0 7 Turfan: the coins could have been cir-
590—G9 o 0 o culating for protracted intervals in Dt}"l-
60009 g I 1 er places in [ran, China, .or Inner As_la

‘ before coming to rest in a tomb in
o101 I A l Turfan. On the other hand, two coins,
b20-29 > v > Cr1 and C13, demonstrate short peri-
630-39 b * ¥ ods of circulation that are much more
04049 4 N 1 significant. They were buried in Turfan
650-59 7 f 8 respectively in the 630s and 650s,
660-69 o (5) 0 (3} which was fairly soon after being mint-
670-79 3 (6) I 4 (7) ed. This indicates that in the decades
680o-8g 0 1 T when they were buried, coins were be-
609G 1 0 i ing imported from Iran. Unfortunately
n\ o 1 1 the data are so limited that we cannot
J‘:Z:‘:g o o o gain a complete picture of importation.
7 ¢

We can only hope that a detailed exca-
nore: Higher figs. in parentheses include

documents intentionally placed in tombof  vation report is pub]ished in the future
moneylender {see discussion, above}. so that this type of analysis can be car-

ried out more comprehensively.

TURFAN'S COINS IN CONTEXT

Having established that the Sasanian and Arab-Sasanian silver coins cir-
culated in Turfan from about 580 T0 710, we can now turn to the question of
their function, and the reasons for their appearance and eventual disappear-
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ance. Since, as mentioned above, the presence of the coins in Turfan reflect an
intersection of global, regional, and local factors, then it is important to place
the finds at Turfan in a comparative context, using coins from other parts of
Turkestan and the Chinese heartland. Most puzzling is the comparison with
central China. There are no coins in central China that correspond with the
finds at Turfan dating to the Jate-fourth century. And while more than eighty
percent of the Sasanian specie found in central China was minted during the
reign of Peroz {459-484), oaly one of his coins has been found at Turfan.
Finds dating from the late-sixth and seventh centuries are less problematic
becaunse at that time both Turfan and central China were dominated by coins
of Khusrau H.**

Variations in coin distribution during the fourth and fifth centuries can be
explained by political events and shifts in trade routes. As Thierry points out,
the late-fourth century finds at Turfan correspond to the temporary unification
of north China under the Former Ch'in dynasty {351~304) and its attempts to
encourage international trade. In 76 the ruler of Former Ch’in, Fu Chien ¥
EX, began to seek contact with the west. In 379 delegations from Shan-shan &b
%, Turfan {Chii-shih # Al ), Khotan (Yii-tien F-[#), Farghanah (Ta-yiian X
#d), Samarqand (K’ang-chii /%), and India (Tien-chu A=) arrived at court
'_:0 present tribute.** Merchants of the west probably used this political open-
ing 1o renew contacts with China. However, the opportunity for trade rapidly
unraveled when political instability came to eastern Turkestan and north Chi-
na. In 482 the kings of Shan-shan and Turfan personally came to court to ask
the Ch’in to assist them in a conflict with Karashahr {Yen-ch’i %% %) and Kucha
{Ch'iu-tz’u 8% ). Lt Kuang &Y was dispatched to attack, and conquered
Karashahr and Kucha by 985, However, Shan-shan and Turfan in Turkestan
and the Ch’in in north China were imperiled in 385 when Lii Kuang aban-
doned his western conquests, seized the Ch’in capital at Liang-chou 1{ (Ku-
tsang fh4) in Kansu, and proclaimed himself king of the Later Liang. While
Lii Kuang was busy consolidating his power in Kansu during 487 and 88, the
combined forces of Kucha, Karashahr, and the Jou-jan 4 tribal confedera-
tion staged a retaliatory attack on Turfan 33 The three early caches of coins at
Turfan probably were emergency hoards buried during this conflict because
throughout history it has been common to hide coins and other valuables dur-

a1 Thi . .
Thls comparison of finds al Turfan and in central China is based on Thierry, “Sur les
monnaies sassanides,” pp. 100, 107.

82 Fang Hsiian-ling F“} Z W, Chin shu B % (Peking: Chung-hua, 1g82; hereafter cited as €S)
113, pp. 2g00, 2Go4.; Thierry, “Sur les monnaies sassanides,” pp. 108-g. J

33 CS 114, p. 2911; 122, Pp. S053-57.
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ing warfare.* The coins in the hoards probably came to Turfan as part of
efforts to open trade between the Near Fast and China in the 3708 and g80s,
but warfare and political instability in north China and eastern Turkestan
brought a swift end to the opportunity for international commerce.

Kuwayama Shashin 3%[Li 7 i and Engeny Zeimal’ also have connected
the Turfan hoards to Sasanian expansion in the east under Shapur Il in the
350s and the rise of the “Kidarite Huns” on Iran’s eastern borders later in the
fourth century. To support this claim, Kuwayama cites the great number of
coins of Shapar 1T and Shapir I1I found at Taxila in modern Pakistan and a
hoard from Tépé Maranjan near Kabul, Afghanistan, that contains coins of the
same three emperors as the Turfan hoards.*” There may be merit to their argu-
ments, but how the coins arrived in Pakistan and Afghanistan, whether through
trade or Sasanian intervention, and the process by which they may have been
transferred to Turfan remains a mystery. It may be impossible to explain these
events adequately because the history of the period is poorly understood due
to a paucity of surviving literary sources.™ Nonetheless, it is clear that the
importation of coins from the Near East to China was cut off late in the fourth
and the early-fifth centuries owing to warfare and political instability in North
China.

Trade revived again in the middle of the fifth century because of two
factors. One was the reunification of north China under the Northern Wei
dynasty (439-534). Political stability in North China created a demand for
goods.*” Like the Former Ch'in dynasty, the Wei aggressively sent out emis-
saries to the west secking “tribute.”® The other factor was a great quantity of

14 Thierry, “Sur les monnaies sassanides,” pp. 108, 10g. On an “emergency” hoard, see Philip
Grierson, Nimismatics (London: Oxford U.P., 10973], p- 133 Aceording o Grierson, a number of
similar hoards in a locality generally is considered evidence of warfare,

a5 Kuwayama, “Tohd ni ckeru 5asan,” pp. 149-51- Eugeny V. Zeimal', “Eastern (Chinese)
Turkestan on the Silk Road-First Millennium A.D. Numismalic Evidence,” Sifk Road Art and
Archaeology 2 (1yn1-gz}, pp. 166-67. Lony ago. Hsia Nai pointed out that Kao-ch'ang’s city
hoards are remarkably similar to the hoard from Tepé Maranjan; Hsia, *Chung-kuo tsui-chin fa
hsien te Po-ssu Sa-shan eh'ao yin-pi,” pp. 120-21. The Tépé Maranjan hoard consists of 326
coins of Shapar 11, z8 of Ardashir [1, and 14 of Shapar II1. Also present are ten gold Kushano-
Sasanian coins. See Raoul Curiel, “Le Trésor du Tépé Maranjan,” in Tresors monstares d Afgharistan
{Paris: imprimerie Nationale, 1953), pp. 101-32. Although Taxila’s coins are dominated by
those of Shapar 11 and Shapir II, those ol Ardashir I are not present, so the connectian Lo the
Turfan hoards seems more tennous. On the Taxila coins, see John Marshall, Taxife {Varanasi:
Bhartiya Publishing House, 1975) 2, pp. 790-91.

56 A, D). H. Bivar is reluctant to construct a narrative of Shipir [I's campaign in the east and
the rise of the Kidarites; idem, “The History of Eastern Iran,” in Ehsan Yarshater, ed., The Cam-
bridge History of fran, Volume g (Cambridge: Cambridge U.P., 1083}, pp- 21513

37 Thierry, “Sur les monnaies sassanides,” pp. 109-11.

38 There is & detailed treatment of these events in Kuwayama, “Taha ni ckeru Sasan,” pp.
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coins that the Sasanian emperor Péréz paid as salary, ransom, and tribute to
the Hephthalite tribal confederation in western Turkestan. In 457 Pérdz em-
ployed Hephthalites to dethrene his brother Hormizd. Later relations between
Pérdz and the Hephthalites soured and Péroz attacked them in 46g. Unfortu-
nately for Peroz, he was defeated and captured by the Hephthalites. His son
Kavad was left as a hostage until Péroz paid a large ransom. Thereafter the
Sasanians paid tribute to Hephthalites for many years.® The Hephthalites ev-
idently used this booty to buy goods from China, which would explain the
relatively large number of Péroz’s coins that have been deposited there.
Although many scholars have made the connection between the large
quantity of Péroz’s coins in China and the political situation on Iran’s eastern
borders, there has yet to be an explanation of why fifth-century Sasanian specie
for the most part bypassed Turfan.* Only two fifth-century coins have been
found in Turfan, one each of Péroz (Ce2e) and Zamasp {C1), but as mentioned
previously, eighty percent of Sasanian coins in China proper were minted during
the reign of Péréz. Since we know that C1 was buried in 6oy, it may have
arrived in Turfan long after the fall of the Hephthalites in the mid-sixth centu-
ry. The answer to this problem probably lies in a shift of trade routes caused
by political instability in Inner Asia. Turfan lies on the “middle route™ that ran
from western Turkestan to China through the desert on the southern edge of
the T"ien-shan Mountains. According to the medieval Chinese geographer P'ei
Chii #5835, from Farghanah in western Turkestan the usual itinerary crossed
the Pamir mountains to Kashgar and then led to the oases of Kucha, Karashahr,
and Turfan before entering the Ho-hsi corridor that communicated with Chi-
na.*! Besides Turfan, finds of Sasanian and Arab-Sasanian specie have been
made at three other sites on this route — Karashahr, Kucha, and Uluggqat in the
vicinity of Kashgar — but the vast majority of these coins date from the late-
sixth and seventh centuries. Only one coin of Péroz has been found at

153-55. Below, I present evidence to demonstrate that the Chinese court did not make a clear
distinction between trade and tribute.

#r Bivar, “The History of Eastern Tran,” p. 2 14. Richard N. Frye, “The Political History of Iran
under the Sasanians,” in Cambridge History of fran 3, pp. 147-48.

40 Scholars who have associated Jranian-Hephthalite relations with Sasanian coins in China
are Hsia, “Tsung-shu Chung-kuo ch'u-t'u,” p. g7; Kuwayama, *T6hé ni okeru Sasan, ™ pp. 152-
56; and Thierry, “Sur les monnaies sassanides,” pp. t17-14.

41 This route is described in P'ei Chii’s biographies: Li Yen-shou F1E 8 | Per shih 1L (Pe-
king: Chung-hua,1g74; hereafter cited as PS} 38, p. 198¢; Wei Cheng BB, Sui shu [5 & (Pe-
king: Chung-hua, 1473; herealter cited as 8] 67, p. 1570, and Ou-yang Hsin BXE5%, Iiin Pang
shu #TH A (Peking: Chung-hua, 1975; hereafter cited as HTS) rou, p. 4g42. This route was in
use until recent times; QOwen Lattimore, Mner Asian Frontiers of China (Boston: Beacon Press, 1gbz
[1940]} pp. 172-73.
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Karashahr.#2 The presence of only two coins of Pérgz on the middle route
indicates that it may have functioned feebly in the fifth-century or not at ali, if
they were carried there later.

On the other hand, larger numbers of P&rdz’s coins have been found at
Hsi- ning in Ch’ing-hai and Khotan.** These cities lie on two separate branches
of the southern route, which usually is associated with Indian trade. According to
Pei Chii, travelers from India would head north unil they reached the Heph-
thalites (I ta #218) and Tukharistan (T’u-huo-lo I X ). Tukharistan, also known
as Bactria, on the middle reaches of the Oxus, was the Hephthalite base.** Given

s2 Random finds of silver Sasanian specie totaling three coins have been made at Kucha (2]
and Karashahr {t}, the latter minted during the reign of PEraz; it is published in Han Hsiang B,
“Yen-ch’i kuo-tu Yen-ch'i tu-tu fu chih-so yii Yen-ch'i chen-ch’eny Po-ko-ta-ch’in ku-ch’eng tiao-
ch'a" EEEE LB LN BUT & S R E G B A, W g {iBe) p.g. pl 1, o
4. Of the twa coins discovered at Kucha, one is Arab-Sasanian and is published in Huang Wen-
pi B 309, Ta-li-mu plen-ti k'ao-ku chi F5 11 404 #138  #: (Peking: K'o-hsiieh ch'u-pan she 1958,
p. 110; and Hsia, “Chung-kuo wsui-chin [a-hsien te Po-ssu Sa-shan ch’ao yin-pi,” p. 124, pl. 1, wo.
& The other is a coin of Khusrau [ minted in 550. Itis published in N, V. Tvochking, “Moneti
pervoi vostochnoturkestanskoi ekspeditzii 8. F. Ol'denburga,” in Eugenii L. Lubo-Lesnichenka,
ed., Kultura | ishusstva Indis i stran Dal'nego Vostoka {Leningrad: Aurera, 1y75), pp. 28, 83, pl- L #5.
This find was overlooked in the studies by Hsia, “Tsung-shu Chung-kuo ch'u-t'n,” Kuwayama,
«Tgho ni okeru $asan,” and Thierry, “Sur les monnaies sassanides.” A large hoard was found in
the late 19505 in modern Wu-ch'ia 517 county (Ulugqat), which is west of Kashgar. It was in an
uninhabited area on a path that passes through the Pamir Mountains from the Fargha‘fnah Valley
to Kashgar. The hoard evidently belonged to a merchant who was forced to hide it in an emer-
gency. It has never been properly studied and 1 was unable ta gain access to it al the Smkliang
Museum. The archaeclogist whe wrote the published description of the find was not a trained
numismatist. He reported that the hoard was made up of silver coins and gold bars, and that
there were g47 silver Sasanian and Arab-Sasanian coins that weighed a tmal of 4,800 grams.
Many of the eoins appear to have been countermarked. Also found we_rle‘l_h.irtecn f:rude_l’v manu-
factured gold bars with a total weight of 1,350 grams: Li Yﬁ‘-ch‘llrj ?,th'_i_a 1, “!—Ism-_.:h;aEE ?Wu-
ch’ia hsien fa-hsien chin-'iao ho ta p'i Po-ssu yin-pi” ol SRR e S AP iR g
KK g (1959h pp. 4%2-83.

43 The find at Khotan consisted of six or seven coins of Péroz that had fused together into two
clumps. They were found by treasure hunters, so their exact provcnance.is.unknlown; see A, R
Hoernle, “A Collection of Antiquities from Central Asia,” Journal of the Asiatic Sociely ameng G385,
Part L, Extra-Number 1 {18gg]. pp. viii-xxiv, 28, pl. 1, nos. 5, 1g. This find was overloojﬁed in lh_e
studies by Hsia, “Tsung-shu Chung kuo ch'u-t'u,” Kuwayama, “Tcha ni O%{Erl:l Sasan, _and Thi-
erry, “Sur les monnaies sassanides.” The hoard from Hsi-ning consists of ';:.{) coins of Plroz. It was
found in a jar that included twenty Chinese brunze coins: Aug-chifan }T%& ofhWang Mang E#
{14~2% an} and K'ai-yiian T'ung-pao H L& of the Tang dynasty I{after .(,)2.1.); see Hsia Nai,
“CR'ing-hai Hsi-ning ch'u-Cu te Po-ssu Sa-shan ch’ao yin-pi” TTRFE S Y I.&E"T I:.Fé.ﬂ'lﬂ'lﬁ ﬁﬂ’%
K'ao-ku hsiieh-pao 1 (1958), pp. 105-10, rpL. with English abstract in Chung-kuo k‘u-hsuel‘?-ypan
k'ao-ku ven-chiu-so Y BIFHBHE B LR RN, od,, K'ao-hu-hstiek lun-wen chi BTG A (Pe-
king: K'o-hsiteh ch’u-pan she, tg6t), pp. 129~34, 171-72. The circumstances of the ﬁn.d are
described in Wang Plik’ac £ %, “Clring-hai Hsiming Po-ssu Sa-shan ch’ac yin-pi ch'u-t'u
chiing-k'nang™ 7% 17 7% 5 i BT RE TR $R B 8 T 0, KK g (1962). p. 492 Hsia is wrong to date
the burial of the coins to the reign of Plrdz (457-4} because of the presence of T'ang bronze
coins that were minted (two centuries later.

44 HIS 221B, p. 6251; Chavannes, Doquments sur les Tou-kive (Turcs) Occidentaus, recueillis et com-
mentés suivi de notes additionnelles {1goo; rpt. Taipei: Ch'eng Wen Publishing, 1960}, pp. 158-50-
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the amount of money the Hephthalites received from the Sasanians, it is not
surprising that by far the greatest quantities of PEroz’s coins in western Turke-
stan have been discovered in Tukharistin in recent times,* From Tukharistin
the southern route followed the Oxus River east to Wakhan (Hu-mi #%& ) in
modern northeastern Afghanistan, crossed the Pamir mountains to Tashkur-
gan (Ho-p’an-t'o I8 E), where it descended to the southern rim of the Tarim
Basin and passed through Yarkand (Chu-chii-pe % {83 ), Khotan — where
Peéroz’s coins have been found — and finally Shan-shan.* From Shan-shan the
more common route throughout histery ran to Tun-huang and then into the
Ho-hsi corridor to China.*” However, a mare southerly alternative existed via
modern Ch'ing-hai. From Shan-shan travelers went through the Qaidam Ba-
sin to the Koko-nor Lake region — where coins of Péroz were discovered at
Hsi-ning — and thence to Lan-chou in Kansu and further into China. A num-
ber of Buddhist monks are known to have used this route in the fifth and sixth
centuries.*®
Given the preponderance of Péroz’s coins on the southern route and its

allernative path through Ch’ing-hai, it must have been the itinerary of choice
for merchants carrying Sasanian silver in the late-fifth and early-sixth centu-

ries. Two factors probably were involved in merchants’ decisions to use this

route, One was that from the Hephthalite base in Tukharistan, travel along the

southern itinerary was more convenient. The tendency to use this route prob-

ably was intensified during a period when the Hephthalites controlled Khotan

early in the sixth century." The other factor was that the middle route was

more susceptible to ongoing warfare among the Inner Asian nomads. Conflict

among the Hephthalite, Jou-jan, and Kao-chii 5 tribal groups probably

made the middle silk route too dangerous at most times.*' Instead, more trade
apparently passed along the southern route, which was relatively sheltered
from fighting by the desert of the Tarim Basin. In this way Turfan presumably
declined as a trading center in this period.

Three political and economic events of global significance lie behind the

revival of silver coin importation at Turfan late in the sixth century. First was

45 Zeimal', “Circulation of Coins in Central Asia,” p. 253.

+t See biogs. of P'ei Chii: PS 38, p. 198y; 5567, pp. 1579-80; and HTS 100, p. 5932. See
Matsuda Hisao, “The T'ien-shan Range in Asian History,” Acte Asiatica 41 (1981}, pp. 5-8.

+7 Ibid., pp. 10-11.

48 Tbid., pp. 2o~-21, Hsia, "Ch'ing-hai Hsi-ning ch'u-t'u te Po-ssu Sa-shan ch’ao yin-pi,” pp.
106-10, and English abstract in 1961 edn.

4 The Hephthalites took control of Khotan in 498. See Thierry, “Sur les monnaies sassani-
des,” pp. T1g—t4.
50 On this warfare see ibid., pp. 112-14, 120.
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the Turkish consolidation of Inner Asia in the middle of the sixth century.
Second was the reunification of China after a lang period of division. Third
was a growing output of silver coins in Sasanian Iran. The propitious conflu-
ence of these events was to bring prosperity to Turfan.

In the middie of the sixth century the Turks unified the tribes in Mongo-
lia and conguered eastern Turkestan. In alliance with the Sasanians they took
western Turkestan from the Hephthalites by 567.%' The Turks had a keen
interest in the silk trade and seem to have wanted to use their position strad-
dling Inner Asia from North China to Persia to profit from commerce. Early
on they ran into conflict with the Sasanians because of their desire to enter the
Persian market.”2 The Turks also sought to make direct trade relations with
Byzantium as a means of bypassing Iran.®® The Turks' ability to bring po.li.tica]
stability to Inner Asia and their desire to promote trade created conditions
favorable to commerce,

As circumstances in Inner Asia were improving, so too did the situaticn
in China. After a period of disunity in north China since the 530s, the Chou
reunified the north in 577, and in 589 the Sui consolidated all of China for the
first time in more than goa years. Political unification in China created grow-
ing stability and undoubtedly induced an expanding demand for international
commerce. It is not coincidental that in the g8os, the decade after the reunifica-
tion of the north, we have evidence of the earliest surviving Turfan documents
mentioning silver coins (D1-7} and in central China the first burial of sixth-
century Sasanian coins** Under the T"ang dynasty {618—go7) there wasa V?_gue
for exotic goods of the West that probably pushed trade to higher levels.??

Political stability in China and Inner Asia undoubtedly influenced Turfan’s

51 Denis Sinor, “The Historical Role of the Turk Empire,” in Inner Asia and s (.‘ama.':f‘s with
Medieva! Europe [Londun: Variorum Reprints, 1977}, p. 1207 rpt. from Journal of Werld History 1
(1953} pp- 427734 N -

52 Denis Sinor, “The Establishmenl and Dissolution of the Tiirk Empire,’ 11]1 Denis SIIII)OT, ec]l?;,

] 1 1 E i : i U.P., 10q0], p. go2. Peter B.
The Cambridge History of Eavly Inner Asia {Qambrndge Cambndgg ¢ goz. .
Golden, Andi;trodudian to the History of the Turkic Peoples: Ethnogenesis and State Formation in Medicval
and Early Modern Eurasia and the Middle Fast (Wiesbaden: Otto Harrassowitz, 1ggz), p. 128

53 Sinor, “Historical Role of the Turk Empire,” p. 431, Sinor, “Establishment and Dissolution
of the Tirk Empire,” pp. 302—5. o .

54 Two coins of Khusrau T {r. 531-7g), minted in 559 and 568, were buried in a tomb in H&IJ‘;
nan with an epitaph dated 584. Hsia Nai, “Ho-nan Shan hsien Sui mu ch'u-t'u te Po-ssu yln:pﬁlu
0] Tl ok R e 2 14 0 3 SR 3R Y | in Chung-kuo Klo-hsiieb-yiian k'ac-ku )'en-chm—sc: HrER R
B2 WIS FT , ed., K'ao-ku-hsich Jun-wen chi % TSR0 A0 (Peking: K‘o-hiﬁeh ch’u-pan she,
1961}, pp. 121-28, pl. 41, Nos. A 1-2. Hsia, “Tsung-shu Chung-kuov ch’u-'u,” p. g2.

55 Edward H. Schafer, The Golden Peaches of Samarkand (Berkeley: U. of California P, 1964), p-
28. Schafer points out that this vogue “was especially prevalent in the eighth-century, but no part
of the T'ang era was free from it.”
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nise to prominence as a trade entrepdt late in the sixth century, but Sasanian
mint output provided an added impetus for coins to move east. There is strong
evidence for an increase in mint production during the reign of Khusrau I
(591—628). Hodge Malek points out that the “enormous number of drachms
of Husrav [Khusrau] IT found in hoards is indicative of what must have been a
vast output of coins during his reign from many mints.” Large quantities of
his coinage remained in circulation for more than a hundred years after the
Arab conquest of Iran.*” Surviving coins from Turfan’s tombs also are domi-
nated by those of Khusran II. As shown in table 1, the silver coins minted
during the decades when Khusrau IT was on the throne (5g90s-620s} make up
60 percent of the total that was found in the tombs. The real upsurge in Sasa-
nian coin production that headed to Turfan seems to have been during the
610s and 620s, which were the final two decades of Khusrau II's rule. The
coins minted during these twenty years represent 44 percent of the tomb finds.
Although it is not clear where the silver came from that supplied the increased
output, it may have been new mines or booty in the wars with Byzantium
The increasing supply of silver would have made it more profitable for the
Persians to export this precious metal in exchange for such goods as Chinese
silk, and thus probably accelerated the flow of silver toward China.

Until the T’ang conquest of Kao-ch’ang in 640, there is strong evidence
that silver coins continued to flow to Turfan because of the intervention of the
Turks and other nomadic tribes. These tribes had a strong incentive to see that
trade continued to be funneled through Turfan because they used it as a choke
peint to regulate and profit from the international commerce that was passing
between Iran and China. The first aspect of the evidence is that while the Ch'ii
family ruled the Kao-ch’ang kingdom of Turfan, they considered themselves

5 Hodge Mehdi Malek, “Review Article: A Burvey of Research on Sasanian Numismatics,”
The Numismatic Chronicle 153 (1993), pp. 237-38. In a personal communication, Michael Alram
notes that “the evidence thal during Khusrau II's reign mint output reached its ujtimate height is
clearly demonstrated by the coins and hoards.”

37 Bee for example two Syrian hoards that were published in 1983 in Ryka Gyselen and Ludvik
Kalus, Detix trésors monétaires des premiers temps de Ulslam (Paris: Bibliothéque Nationale, 1g83).
These hoards are compased of Islamic and Sasanian coins. Of the Sasanian specie in the hoards,
coins of Khusrau Il made up more than eighty percent of the total (p. 62)

% On the Sasanian-Byzantine wars, see Frye, “Political History of Iran,” p- 167. Adon Gor-
dus’ data on gold impurities in Sasanian silver coins present strong evidence for new supplies of
silver during Khusrau II's reign. Each silver mine tended to have a relatively constant gold-silver
ratic. Prior to Khusrau 11, gold impurity levels usually ranged from 6.4-1.0%, but during Khus-
rau IT’s reign lower levels of gold became more common. See Gordus, “Non-Destructive Analy-
sis,” pp. 143, 146—47. The greater variation in gold impurity levels at the time of Khusrau II
indicates the presence of new sources of silver. Most probably, the silver of higher purity was
coming from either new mines or Byzantium.
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to be vassals of the Turks or other nomadic tribes. The ruler of Kao-ch’ang
around the time when Sasanian coins begin to appear, Ch’ii Po-ya #{0% ,
had a grandmother who was a Turk. This would indicate that the Ch'ii family
had established marriage alliances with important Turkish leaders. In sgo Ch'ii
Po-ya’s father Ch’ii Chien BHEX came into conflict with his Turkish overlords.
In that year the Turks captured the kingdom, evidently killed Ch'ii Chien, and
placed Ch'ii Po-ya on the throne.® The sources do not describe the cause of
the conflict, but the Turks may have launched a punitive expedition after Ch’ii
Chien refused to do their bidding, The incident at least demonstrates that the
Turks had ultimate power over the affairs of the Kao-ch’ang kingdom.

There also is evidence that Turks and other nomadic peoples were deep-
ly involved in Turfan’s international trade. The Chinese sources repor‘t that
during the latter part of the Sui dynasty {5Bg—618) Ch’li Po-ya was a primary
vassal of the T"ieh-le $#% %7 tribe.®" The T’ieh-le stationed an “official” in Kao-
ch’ang who taxed the merchants passing through Turfan and sent the pro-
ceeds to tribal leaders. We are told that Ch'ii Po-ya feared the T"ieh-le and did
not dare alter the arrangement.”* The T’ieh-le seem to have had a strong inter-
est in profiting from the transit trade through Turfan and probably sought to
channel it through there. It also is probable that the Turks had similar arrange-
ments before and after the interregnum of T'ieh le rule at Turfan because
contemporary documents show a number of Turkish tribal leaders and func-
tionaries staying at Turfan %2

Under Ch'ii Po-ya’s son, Ch’ii Wen-t'ai 2 X% , who succeeded his fa-
ther in 61g, Kao-ch’ang and its nomadic overlords seem to have gained a

59 The sources do not specify how Ch'ii Chien was killed, but the Turks most likely_dispalchcd
him in battle or put him to death after their victory. Elements of Kao-ch‘ang‘sl population seer to
have been unhappy with Turkish overlordship because 2,000 people are said to have mlg'rate_c!
to Chinese territory after the capture of Kao-ch'ang. PSq7, p. 4215 S§83, p. 1847, Tu Y\} s
{Wang Wen-chin T 755 et al., eds.] Tung tien i1 (Peking: Chung-hua, 1985, herealter cited as
Tﬂ g1, p 205, I o

o1 Tn the past scholars associated this name with the Télts tribe of the Orkhon inscriptions
salely on the basis of phonological cerrespondence, but historical evidence has made this assaci-
ation appear to be untenable. See Golden, History of the Tun?ic Penplels. PP- 93-95- The Trlih-l:e
were independent of the Western Turks from around 6oy uniil some lime bt?forer 620. The Tieh-
le overthrew Ch’u-lo JE#E Qaghan (k's-kar B]iT) of the Western Turks in 603 1.51?' 84, p. 18770
T'ung %t Yabghu {yeh-hu ££5€) Qaghan regained control of the Tieh-le at some time befor'% }_:1’:
sent an embassy to the Chinese court in 620, See Liu Hsiy B et al., Chix Tang ts!m ?‘E,;,h._-.
{Peking: Chung-hua, 1975, hereafter cited as CT8) 194B, p. 5181; HIS 215B, p. 6o56; Cha-
vannes, Documents, pp. 24, 52.

61 PSg7, p. 3214; §5 83, p. 1848, N

2 iang Po-ch’in % /F ¥, “Kao-ch'ang Ch'i-ch’ac yil tung hsi T*u-chiieh T'u-lu-fan suo
ch'a E‘:k?ajn win—shu ven-chiv” & S # ng 79 4e it S P U i ST gfd:f%%, in Pei-ching
ta-hsiich Chung-kuo chung-ku-shih yen-chiu chung-hsin LS AL PR ch LUK L, ed.,
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stranglehold over this international trade. The T’ang histories report that all
“tribute missions” had to pass through Kao-ch’ang. After Ch’iit Wen-t'ai came
to power, these “missions” are said to have been either “entirely” or “greatly
cut off and plundered.” Another source makes clear that “tribute” actually
refers to goods that were carried by merchants. This source is a memorial of
Wei Cheng B that was written after the T’ang conquest of Kao-ch’ang in
640. It states that “When your majesty [emperor T"ai-tsung| began to rule All
under Heaven [in 627, the king and queen of Kao-ch’ang were the first to
come to the court to pay their respects. A few months later the western mer-
chants (shang-hu B5EA ) had their tribute (hung-hsien T, ) blockaded by them
[Kac-ch’ang] ...”%* This state of affairs apparently remained in effect for the
next thirteen years until the T"ang conquered Kao-ch’ang,. In the rhetoric of a
Chinese court, trade goods were equated with tribute. It also is likely that Kao-
ch’ang’s ruler did not blockade trade, but rather monopolized it or taxed it
highly to increase his profits. If he had blockaded trade, merchants would
have stopped coming to Kao-ch’ang and the supply of silver coins would have
dried up. On the contrary table 4 demonstrates that in the 620s and 640s there
was an upsurge in silver ¢oin burials and documents mentioning silver coins.
Kao-ch’ang seems to have profited greatly from its control of the trade. More
generally, Kao-ch’ang probably also benefited in the 620s and 640s from the

T’ang’s rennification of China in 618 and a resulting growth in the volume of
trade. The T’ang court probably resented the extra cost that Kao-ch’ang’s
monopoly was adding to goods. Kao-ch’ang’s profits [rom this trade seem to

have been enormous. When the famous Buddhist pilgrim Hstian-tsang Z 3¢

came to Turfan in 640, Ch'ii Wen-t'ai sent him off with gifts that inctuded ro0

liang (approximately 4 kilograms) of gold and 30,000 silver coins.%

There also is evidence that Ch'li Wen-t'ai was working with the Western

Turks to protect this monopoly. In 832 Karashahr sent a mission to the T’ang
court asking for help in establishing an alternative route through the desert

Tun-huang Tu-lu-fan wen-hsien yen-chin lun-chi PR &5 R R R (Peking: Pei-ching ta-
hsiieh ch'u-pan she, 19g0) 5, pp. 35-51; and Jonathan Karam Skall, “Straddling Steppe and
Sown: Tang China's Relations with the Nomads of Inner Asia {iqo-756)" (Ph.D. diss.,, U. of
Michigan, 1998}, pp. 30-62.

63 CTS 198, p. 5204; 782214, p. 6221; Chavannes, Documents, p. 104. HTS reads “entirely,”
while CTS has “greatly.”

o+ CT8 198, p. 5296; HTS 221b, p. 6222; Chavannes, Dacuments, p. 107. My translation
(emphasis added) is based on the CT$ version of the memorial, which is earlier and more reliable
than that in 7S, the basis of Chavannes' translation.

65 Hui Li #37 and Yen Ts'ung (Z1F, T2 &'u-en ssu san-tsang fu-shih chwan 7R M F = fikAT
4 (Peking: Chung-hua, 1983) 1, p. 21. Samuel Beal, The Life of Hinen-tsiang (1911; rpt. San
Francisco: Chinese Materials Center, 174}, p. 30
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that apparently would have bypassed Kao-ch’ang. This angered Ch’ii Wen-
t'ai. He and his ally, I-p’i Shad {I-p’i she W& ) of the Western Turks, at-
tacked Karashahr and sacked its three cities.% This seems to have preserved
Kao-ch’ang’s monopoly. The incident also demonstrates how closely this trade
was tied to the cooperation of the Western Turks. By 640 Kao-ch’ang was
dealing with Yii-ku Shad ###% also of the Western Turks. The sources tell us
that Yii-ku established a garrison north of the T"ien-shan Mountains that was
meant to monitor Turfan. Ch’ii Wen-t'ai gave Yii-ku money and silk, and the
two parties had a mutual assistance pact. The Turkish garri\snon and the Kac?—
ch’ang kingdom are said to have communicated regularly.®” The above evi-
dence demonstrates that the Western Turks monitored the trade going through
Kao-ch’ang and carried out coercive actions against parties that endangered
their profits. This seems to have been a key factor in enhancing the supply of

coins in Turfan up to the T'ang conquest in 640.

THE NATURE OF TURFAN’S TRANSIT TRADE
AND (TS RELATION TO SILVER-COIN CIRCULATION

Having established why international trade flourished in Turfan early in
the seventh century, we still need to understand how it was carried out and
how silver coins came to circulate in Turfan. Remarkable fragments of docu-
ments that have survived in Turfan’s tombs help us to solve some of these
problems. An undated Sogdian language contract for the sale of a female slave
from Samarqand mentions that the woman was purchased for “120 very pure
struck Persian [silver| dirhems.”** This contract establishes that Sogdian mer-
chants were involved in transactions at Turfan using Sasanian coins and Sog-
dian slaves were one item that they traded. More extensive information about
the situation in the Kao-ch’ang kingdom can be gleaned from a Chinese lan-
guage record of “scale fees” FEAF £% , which traders inv_olved in a transaction
paid when merchandise was weighed on official scales® Chinese scholars ar-

s6 CTS 1R, pp. 5204, 53013 HIS 2214, p. 6221 22 1B, p. 622g; Chavannes, Documenis, pp.
104, TT1. ' ‘

67 CTS 198, p. 52t HIS 2218, p. 6223; Chavannes, Documenis, p. 1013 The garn-son w:[e‘x‘sl al
Qaghan Stupa City [k’s-han fi-t'u ch'eng EJ T B ), which, lh'e‘i;e sources tell us, be(,ameh ing
prefecture (T'ing-chou BZ !l } and then Fei-l'ing JkEE after the _l ang conquest of the northwest.
It was located north of the T'ien-shan Mountains at an oasis in the grasslands of lh.e soulherln
Jungarian Basin. Later during Uighur rule, it was known as Beshbalig. Today the ruined city is
aboul 125 kilometers east of Urumchi in Chi-mu-sa-erh county. .

68 The relevant part of the document is ranslated in Richard N. Frye, “Sasamaln—Cenlra}ll
Asian Connections,” in Amir Harrack, ed., Conlacts betiween Cultures, Volume 1, West Asia and Nork
Africa {Louiston, NY: Edwin Mellen Press, 1992l p. 272

69 7y TAM gi1q:2/1to 2/ 11 in TCWS 3, pp- 518-25.
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gue that the scale fee was a tax on merchants at Kao-ch’ang because the docu-
ment mentions that the coins were deposited in the royal treasury (Nei-tsang
P 7#%).7° The document is undated, but it seems to be from the early seventh-
century.”! It lists bulk transactions between different individuals and notes a
tax that was extracted on each exchange in “coins.”

The five major items that we know to have been traded on multiple occa-
sions are spices 7, gold &, silver £}, ammonium chloride {ngs-sha # [55] b
(8%]), and silk thread % (#%}. ltems traded on only one occasion are brass !
T, medicine %€ (%), copper [3) ($), turmeric root B %R, and muscovado
sugar F % 72 The various transactions are recorded in table 5.

The type of spice is not specified in any of the transactions, but we can be
sure that more than one kind was traded. Spice transactions T, T4, and T8
are all taxed at a rate of around one coin per every 40 or 50 ¢hin. On the other
hand, the spice in transaction Tg was taxed at the much higher levy of one
coin per four chin. This type of spice must have been very expensive, because
its tax rate by weight is only about one-quarter of that of silver in transactions
Tt6, T17, T18, and T21.7* It is hard to say exactly what these spices were.

70 For studies of this document, see Chu Lei 577, “Ch’it shih Kao-ch'ang wang-kuo te ‘ch'eng-
chia ch'ien’ Ch'ii-ch’ao shui-chib lingshib™ 8 [55 & 47 S WY B B S BRGA TR B T4, Wi Chin
Nan-Pei-ch'ao Sui Tang shib tze-fino TV L OE ML B H 4 (1g82), pp. 17-18, 23; Lu K'ai-wan
#HFET& | “Shih-lun Ch'i shih Kao-ch’ang shih-ch'i te fu-i chih-ns™ 545 8 1 25 B I 0 09 B 42 60
&, in T'ang Chang-ju & E4E, ed., Tun-huang Pu-lu-fan wen-shu ch'u-t'an FUBH G E T H P
(Wu-han: Wu-han ta-hsiieh ch'u-pan she, 183), pp. 94-94: Cheng Hslieh-meng #F4H, “Shih
liu-kue chik Ch*ii shih wang-ch’ao shih-ch'i Kac-ch'ang shih-yung yin.ch'ien te ch'ing-k’vang
yen-chin® 75 b 5 5 T T ]85 HA 73 S 08 B 3R SR04 1 BB 7, in Han Kuo-p'an 8 R, ed., Tun-
huang Tu-lu-fan ch'u-t'u ching-chi wen-shu yen-chiu FURNE G {1 b 471 LB (Hsia-men: Hsia-
men ta-hsiieh ch'u-pan she, 1986), pp. 307-10; and Hsieh Chung-kuang &t # 3t , “Ch’ii shih
Kao-ch'ang fu-i chih-tu K'ao-pien” T8 5 S R IEHI HE %5 BT Ped-ching shik-fan ta-haiel hsiieh-pao
1k S 3 81 A BB 1 (1gBq), p. B%. Chu Lei’s article is the most thorough and explains the
philological problems involved in reading the document.

7t Chu Lei proposes this dating because the doecument has charactenistics of the Kao-ch'ang period
and contains the name of an individual who also appears in a separate docurnent dated G1g. The
individual, Chit Pu-li-to #5777 % , appears in the ducument of 619 as Chi Pulu-te £7 7% (6o
TAM 431:12/1, 12/8, 12/6, 12/ in TCWS3, p. tur). The fi and firideograms in the two names are
nearly phonological matches in modern Chinese, but graphically are not related. Chu Lei argues that
it is likely the same person. Chu, “Ch"ii shib Kao-ch'ang wang-kuo te ‘ch’eng-chia chien,’” p. 18.

72 Muscovado sugar was a taw, hard-grained sugar imported from Persia and India. See Chris-
tian Daniels, “Agro-industries: Sugarcane Technology,” in Juseph Needham, ed., Science and Ciwil-
isation in China, Volume 63 Biology and Biological Technology, Part IH, Agro-indusiries and Forestry
[Cambridge: Cambridge U. P., 1948], p. 374-

73 | have not been able to find research on the weight standards of the Kao-ch'ang kingdom.
In contemporary T’ang China one chin weighed from about 656 o 672 grams depending on the
time and place. However, the Northern Wei dynasty (386-534), which ruled northern China
when the Kao-ch'ang kingdom was founded, had a standard of about 480 grams per chin. The
Eastern Wei (534~50! and Northern Ch'i (550-77) dynasties adhered 1o this lower standard. See
Kuo Cheng-chung ¥21F ., San chik shih-ssu shik-chi Chung-tuo te ch'ian-heng tu-liang = % -1 [t
bR HE% B B (Peking: Chung-kuo she-hui k’o-hsiteh ch’u-pan she, 1993). pp. 117, zo1.
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Table 5. Goods Traded in Seventh-century ?i:rfgn

“Rate per coin” is “QJuantity” divided by no. of tax coins (where known].
KEY: c= chin: {= liang

TAX  RATE SEIFR  RUYIR MO, REF
rREF.#  GOODS QNI'Y, incoins perenin SURNAME  SURNAME  lun.  sect./line
T spice B72C I3 Ti ? I 1/
Tz spice 2Rzc F Kang  Klang 1 /12
Ty spice gize ¥ ? Klang Y 1/%5
T4 spice Soue ? ? ? 4 /34
Ty spice 172¢ 4 45¢ 7 Ho 6 I/42
T6 spice g2¢ 2 46c ? K’ang 8 1/51
Ty spice 850-¢ 7 Kang Kang T2 g/1-2
T8 spice 52¢€ I z2¢ 7 ? 12 /3
Tg spice aqc 8 4¢  An An 12 4/1-2
Tio gold g9.5{ ? Ti ? I /2
Trr gold 10! : ? K'ang r 176
Tiz pgold Bsf ? A Kimg-ch'in 203 1/19
Tig gold gl 2 45! Tsao Ho 3 1/24
Ti4 gold q! t Kang  Chi K 1/50
Tig gold I 4 Kang  Tsao T 2/4%-4
Ti6  silver 2c¢ 2 1¢ Tsao Ho T 1/1
Tiy  silver o, 50 2 r.ec  Ts'ao Kang 1 1/ 1-2
T18  silver st 2l 5 1¢ Ho An 1 1/%-4
Trg silver Be, 2 Ti A wory  I/T8
Teo  silver oc, 1l P K'ang Ho 4 1/28
Tz1  silver #c 2 T¢ ? He 4 /9%
Tzeg amm.chl. 7172¢ 7 An K'ang I 1/11
Teg amm.chl. joc 3 Ts'ao An t 1713
T24 amm.chl. 241¢ ? ? K'ang g /25
Tezp amm.chl. 11¢ ? Pai Kang 5 1/26
Tz26 amm.chl. 251¢ 6  418¢ Kang  Shih 6 1/471
Te7 amm.chl. zor¢ ? Kang  Kang 12 318
Te8  silk thrd. s0C ¥ ? K'ang T /6
T2g  silk thrd. 10 T e Kang  Kang 4 /29
Tgo  silk thrd. Boc 8 1we Ho Pai? 4 1/85
Tgr  silk thrd. boc g 20c¢ Chii Pai 5 1/37
Tge silktbrd? oge 1.5 Chii Pai? 5 /378
Tgg  brass BO-¢? B Ti ? I /4
Tg4 medicine 144¢ 7 Kang  Ning 1 /5
Tss  copper ne : Tsaoc  An 1 /13
T36  turmeric 87¢ 1 #7¢ Kang Chi 4 1/24
Tg7 muscsugar  31e ¢ ? ? 4 /34
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They could have had a wider variety of uses than the ones we normally at-
tribute to spices because in East Asia “there was little clear-cut distinction among
drugs, spices, perfumes and incenses.™"

The mineral ammonium chloride is probably the most unexpected trade
item because we normally think that international trade in this period involved
exotic luxuries. Although it is not an exetic good, ammonium chloride was a
luxury because the well-off ultimately purchased it either directly as a medi-
cine or indirectly in gold and silver goods where it was used as a flux for
soldering. It was preduced in Inner Asia and especially in the Tarim Basin
aasis of Kucha for export to China.”?

Gold and silver are metals that were known to be imperted by the T'ang, ™
The scale-fee document does not specify whether the gold and silver were
exchanged as bullion or specie. There is evidence frem one late-seventh-cen-
tury hoard, which was found west of Kashgar at Ulugqat, that merchants from
Transoxiana may have carried the silver in the form of coins and the gold in
bars.?? If this hoard is typical of those that were carried by merchants from
Transoxiana to Turfan, it may indicate customary forms in which the precious
metals were traded. However, gold also may have been commonly transport-
ed as specie because, as was mentioned in the introduction, Byzantine and
imitation Byzantine gold coins have been found in Turfan’s tombs.”®

Although the scale-fee document only refers to exactions in “coins,” it
appears that silver coins were the medium of payment. Gold or bronze coins
were less common at Kao-ch’ang. Gold Byzantine and bronze Kao-ch’ang coins
have been found in some of Turfan’s tombs, but they are relatively few in num-
ber in comparison to Sasanian silver.” Furthermore, the value of bronze coins

7+ Schafer, Golden Peaches, p. 155

5 Schafer describes the production areas of ammenium chioride (sal ammoniac) and its uses.
Its status as a luxury good is attested by the fact that during the T'ang dynasty, Kucha {An-hsi
protectorate) presented it to court as local tribute {Schafer, Golden Peaches, p. 218; 176, p. 118).
QOn local tribute see Edward H. Schaler and B, E. Wallacker, “liocal Tribute Products of the
T'ang Dynasty,” Journal of Oriental Studies 4 (1957-58), pp. 21348,

76 Bee Schaler, Golden Peaches, pp. 254%-4. 256 77 Sce n. 4u.

76 Their source is a mystery; Thierry and Morrisson, “Sur les monnaies byzantlines.”

78 On gold coins, see n. 1. Three native bronze coins of Ch'i-dynasty Kao-ch'ang were discov-
ered this century. All were inscribed Kao-ch’ang Chi-li 5 F/ 7 Fli on the obverse. One was found
in the ruins of Kao-ch'ang city; Huang Wen-pi P, Pu-lu-fan h'ao-ku chi -
K’ao-kn-hsiieh t'e-k’an 3 [Peking: Chung-kuo k'o-hsiieh viian, k’ao-ku yen-chiu-so, 1954}, p. 46,
pl- 52, nu. 57. Another was discovered in a tomb at Astana with an inseription dated fig2; Hsin-
chiang Wei-wu-erh @u-chih-ch’i po-wu-kuan, 19735 nien T'u-lu-fan A-ssu-t'a-na ku mu-ch'iin,”
p- 17, pl. 11. A third has been identified in the collection of the Lu-shun Museum; see Zeimal',
“Eastern (Chinese} Turkestan on the Silk Road,” p. 160. Huang Wen-pi believed that the Kao-
ch'ang Chi-li coin dated from the later Uighur Kao-ch'ang kingdom, but the evidence of the find
demonstrates that the coins were minted in the early Goos, during the Ch'ii Kao-ch’ang dynasty.
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is too low to make them a plausible candidate for the medium of payment on
the luxury goods in the document. Also since gold coins, unlike silver coins,
are not mentioned specifically in Turfan documents, this is further evidence of
their relative paucity. There seems 1o be little question that the coins in the
document refer to silver coins and most probably Sasanian drachms. Assuming
the coins were Sasanian drachms, which weigh about four grams, the scale fee
on silver would have been very reasonable at less than one percent®*

A surprise from the document is the relative pancity of silk transactions.
Only four out of the thirty-seven sales that are listed in the table involve sitk
thread (T28-32), and none involves silk cloth. We would expect silk to have
held a more dominant position on the “Silk Road.” The answer to the problerm
lies in the fact that silk cloth, unlike silk thread, was sold by units of length and
not weight. The documents also show that the silk thread market mainly was
seasonal with the peak in production coming in the late-fourth and fifth lunar
months. This is in accordance with usual practice.8! Since there was no need
to weigh silk cloth when making a sale, it was not a type of merchandise that
would have been entered on the scale-fee ledger. Consequently, it is apparent
that this document can only help us learn about goods from long distance
trade that were sold by weight,

Another problem with the document is that every transaction mentions
only the item being sold by weight and not the medium of exchange being
used to complete the sale. Perhaps silver coins were used to make the purchas-
es because the tax was levied in them #? Another possible candidate as pur-
chasing medium is silk from China. We can suppose that the gold, sitver,
ammonium chloride, possibly spices, and other goods probably were headed
for China in exchange for silk being transported westward.

A remarkable feature of the document is the dominance of merchants
from Sogdia. As demonstrated below in table 6, more than eighty percent of
individuals mentioned in the document were of Sogdian origin. The remain-
der include one Turk, six eastern Turkestanis, and one of unknown back-

w0 Although we do not know Kao-ch’ang’s weight standards, if its chin was nearly that of the
Northern Wei's at 480 grams (see n. 73}, a tax of one Sasanian drachm—weighing about four
grams—per chin of silver would have been a rate of less than one percent.

a1 The problems relating to the silk in the document are explained in Wu Min ;‘It“}i{ “K:-fi
Kao-ch’ang ti-ch'ii te ts'an-ssu yii fang-chih™ &S LA R i 4 2B £ 28, in Yin Ch'ing Exlfin',
ed., Hsin-chiang ching-chi k'ai-fa shih yen-chiu ¥ TR # 284 5 {Urumchiz Hsin-chiang jen-
min ch’u-pan she, 1995) 2. pp- 141-42-

#2 This may have been the case even in transactions involving silver bars. A possessor of
bullion who wants cash has to sell it for a market’s standard form of maney, and in the case of
Turfan this was silver coins [Michael Bates, personal communication;.
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ground.® Of the Sogdians, Samarqgand’s dominance is striking, especially if
we consider that KabGdhanjakath and Kushaniyah were near Samarqand and
sometimes politically attached to it5

Although Seogdian traders were numerically dominant, only one of them,
Heo Li {7} from Kushaniyah {Samarqgand), was involved in more than one

_i?z_éx’e f. Eg_rnames of Merchants in Scale-Fee Dacument

SURNAME OQRIGIN NUMBFR  PFRCENTACE
An % Bukhara 6 12
) Kabtidhanjakath ~
Tsao & (Samargand) i 14
= Kushiniyah -
Ho 1] (Samarqand) 8 7
Kang |3 Samarqand 19 39
Shih 17 Shash I 2
Total Sogdia -+ oo 11 84,
Pai H Kucha 2 4
Ti & Kao-chii peoples 2 4
e Chii-shih peoples .
Chii (Turfan) ! 2
Ning Turfan Chinese I 2
Tolal
E. Turkestann - -« «cveveennn. 6 2%
A Unknown I a
Kung-Ch’in
Tarqgan Turkish I 2
HEE
Total Other -+« oo o 1%

transaction {T13, Tgo}. The eastern Turkestani merchants, though far fewer in
number, were more likely to have carried out multiple transactions. Pai Chia-

3 For the identification of An, Ts'ac, Ho, K'ang, and Shih, see Edwin G. Pulleyblank, “A
Sogdian Colany in Inner Mongolia,” 7P 41 {1952), pp. 319-23. For Pai, Chii, and Ti, see Yao
Wei-yitan S8BT, Pei-ch'ao hu-hsing k'ao ALBALE® (Peking: Chung-bua, 1462}, pp. g10-12,
371-76, 397-94. For Ning and Kung-ch'in Tarqan, see Chu, “Ch’d shil Kao-ch'ang wang-kuo te
‘ch'eng-chia ch’ien,”™ p. 19.

84 . Le Strange, The Lands of the Eastern Caliphate {1903; rpt. London: Frank Cass, 1966), p.
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men-jung B "B from Kucha bought silk thread three times late in the
fourth month and early in the fifth.5* Chii Pu-li-to 775 % sold silk thread
on two occasions to Pai Chia-men-jung and at two other times bought turmer-
ic root and gold {T14, Tg1, Tg2, Tgt}). In a separate document he was the
recipient of a large quantity of grain that he may have bought*® Ti T’o-t'ou #
P18 sold gold and silver {T10, T1g). The eastern Turkestani merchants seem
to have operated locally, or moved in a definite circuit between two oases. For
example, Pai Chia-men-jung most likely was buying silk thread in Turfan to
carry back to Kucha for weaving, but also could have been operating locally
because others with the Pai sumame are known to have lived at Kao-ch’ang®”
On the other hand, the Sogdian merchants, who gencrally only were involved in
one transaction, appear more likely to have been itinerant, moving from oasis
to oasis buying and selling goods in search of profit. In this case they probably
did not carry goods from Iran to China, but bought and sold at different local-
ities pursuing a marginal profit. In this way they would have operated much
like the seventeenth-century caravan peddlers about whom we know more.
The seventeenth-century merchants normally did not take on the risk of specializ-
ing in one good, or carry an itemn all the way from the producer to the consumer,
but sought profit by buying and selling relatively small bulk quantities in itinerant
travels from market to market.®® On the medieval Silk Road it appears that
goods passed between many hands as they moved between the east and west.

Still it is clear that many of these Sogdians settled down in Turfan. Sogdi-
ans appear 1o have resided in Kao-ch’ang by early in the seventh century, but
we do not have indication that they congregated together.#” There is evidence
of a substantial numbers of Sogdians living in the same vicinity by the early-
eighth century. A T’ang census document from Ch’ung-hua township (Ch’ung-
hua hsiang 5{L# ) of Kao-ch’ang county in the year 707 lists forty-eight

466, W. Barthold (C. E. Busworth, ed.; W, Barthold and T. Minorsky, trans.}, Turkestan Down fo
the Mongol favasion, 5d edn. (London: Luzak, 1468), pp. g2-yf.

85 Tgo (with “Pai” missing], Ta1, T42 (with name of item of missing, but tax rate of 1.5 coins
on 1o+ thin appears 1o be that of silk]. The final character in the merchant's name is non-stan-
dard and 1 have merely deduced its pronunciation.

8 See n. 771.

#7 A Kao-ch’ang land tax document includes a family head with the Pai surname (68TAMgg:2
in TCWS 4, addendum, p. 0. For more information on this document, see n. gy, below.

#8 Niels Steensgaard, The Avian Trade Revolution of the Sevenieenth Century: The East India Compa-
nies and the Decline of the Caravan Trade (Chicage: U. of Chicago P., 1973} pp- 22-54-

a9 See Sogdian surnames in the two Kao-ch’ang land tax documents cited in n. go. Of the
aggregate of 58 surnames recorded in both documents, six or a little over ten percent are recog-
nizably Sogdian.
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households with legible Chinese and Sogdian surnames ¢ Of these, twenty-
six households {54 percent} were recognizably Sogdian. The distribution of
Sogdian surnames in the document is represented in table 7.

When this table is compared with the previous one depicting the distribu-
tion of Sogdian merchant surnames from about a century earlier, we can see
that in both cases the same five surnames are present and K’'ang {Samarqand)
is most numerous. In the census document, only half of the Sogdian house-
holds were headed by adult males, all of whom were allotted Jand for farming.
Many of them served as part-time soldiers &+ in the T’ang military, and

must have been well integrated into

Table 7. Sogdian Households in 707 Chinese society, The other half were
An Census Document

e —-——  headed by adult females, teenagers, or
SURNAME NUMBER  PERCENTAGF children, many of whom were newly

A entered upon land registration docu-
n

i 7 27 ments and had not been given land for
Ts'ao 4 15 farming. Could these have been fami-
Ho 2 8 lies of traders who spent most of their
K'ang I 12 time away from home engaged in com-
Shih 2 8 merce? It also is notable that a similar
Total <6 L00% community of Sogdians also existed at

the nearby oasis city of Tun-huang. A
mid-eighth century census document from that city, which Tkeda On #i[H{E
has studied extensively, contains an even greater variety of Sogdian surnames®!
This demonstrates that Turfan and Tun-huang were part of what Philip Curtin
calls a “trade diaspora,” his term for a network of alien merchant communities
living in non-native towns and carrying out trade along particular routes”? In
the case of Turfan and Tun-huang the alien trade community seems to have
been made up mainly of Sogdians.
More information about the nature of this trade diaspora comes from
some official and private documents relating to one early-eighth century Sog-

0 64 TAMs5:970a)-58/5(a) in TCWS 7, pp. 468-85.

21 Tkeda On, “Hachi seiki chiiyd ni okeru Tonké no Sogudojin shiraku® SEZE Rz 513 5
B 25 ¥ A, Yareshia bunka Renkpi 2— 5 & 7 AL 1 {1965), pp. 49-02, which is
translated into Chinese in Liu Chitn-wen ST, ed., Jik-pen Asiich-che yen-chiu Chung-kuo shik
fun-chu hsiian 1 ti chin chian min-tsu chiao-Cung VR ERIRPE L HERIFTLEREGRTE
(Peking: Chung-hua, 1993), pp. 140-220. The original document is P 3559 {(=3664v), P 2657, P
go18v in Yamamoto Tatsurc and Dohi Toshikazu, eds., Tun-kuang and Turfan Documents concern-
ing Social and Eeonomic History II, Census Registers (A) Introduction and Texts (Tokyo: The Toyo Bun-
ko, 1985}, pp. 109-1711, 115-2g.

@2 Philip D. Curtain, Cross-Cultural Trade in World History (Cambridge: Cambridge U.P., 1984),
Pp- 1-3.
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dian trader, Shih Jan-tien 71 %:# . A T’ang government travel permit dated
732 gives some idea about his standing in T'ang society and the circuit he
traversed.” The document refers to him as a T'ang subjcct residing at Turfan
{Hsi-chou 8|}, He was entitled to use a high-ranking T’ang military prestige
title, which probably indicates that he had performed meritorious military ser-
vice and provides further evidence that the Turfan Sogdians were well inte-
grated into T'ang society.”? Shih Jan-tien was traveling with two Sogdian
assistants, a slave, and ten donkeys. The pack animals must have carried his
goods. The travel permit allowed him to journey west from Kua prefecture
{(Kua-chou [TiM1) in northwestern Kansu to Kucha {An-hsi %74 in the Tarim
Basin via the Iron Pass near Karashahr, a distance of more than 1,000 kilome-
ters. We do not know whether he reached Kucha on this occasion, but official
notations on the permit indicate that he traveled at least as far as Hami (I chou
1) and engaged in trade at Tun-huang {Sha-cheu #/4/{) and Hami. Anoth-
er government document allowing him to travel to Hami for trade demon-
strates that he planned to return to that city in the first lunar month of 733.
Business must have been going well for him because he now had a horse and
mule in addition to his ten donkeys.”* A private contract shows that he had
just purchased the horse in Turfan for eighteen rolls of silk on the fifth day of
the same month.* Since the contract was drawn up in Turfan and he planned
to travel to Hami, on this occasion he was heading east. His travels to the east
and west demeonstrate circuitous trading patterns.

Shih Jan-tien’s permit to travel to Hami provides some information about
the relationship between the settlers and the itinerant merchants in the Sogdi-
an trade diaspora. To obtain the permit, Shih Jan-tien needed to have a com-
patriot guarantee that he had a house and family and had not gained the use of
his employees, slave and pack animals under false pretenses. The guarantor
also had to pledge to be responsible for Shih’s taxes if he did not return” This
demonstrates that setiled people in the trade diaspora assisted their mobile
brethren in dealing with local authorities. We also can suppose that they pro-

at 29TAMpoy:8/ 13 in TCWSq, pp. 40-43. I thank Professor Ch'en Kuo-ts'an for pointing out
to me this and cther documents relating to Shib jan tien.
61 The prestige litle was mobile corps commander {yu-chi chiang-chiin [¥BEHHH ), which indi-

cates a rank of 3bz. See Robert des Rotours, Le fraité des fonctionnaires ef traité de larmée: Traduit de
Iz nouvelle histoire des Tang (Chap. XLVI-L), 2d edn. {San Francisco: Chinese Materials Cenlter,
1974), p- 101,

vs 73 TAMiog:8/g(al in TCWSg, pp- 14-47- i me TAMRog:8/ 10 in TCWS g, pp- 48-44-

97 The first part of this document has been lost, so we do not know the sumame of the guaran-
tor. However, he probably was a Sogdian because we know that his given name was jan-wi B,
This name definitely is non-Chinese and its closeness to Shih Jan-tien's leads me to believe that
it alse is Sogdian,
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vided lodging and supplies to traveling merchants. Contacts with Sogdian set-
tlers would have been invaluable to Shih Jan-tien as he negotiated a trade
circuit stretching 1,000 kilometers from Kansu in the east to Kucha in the west.
Although in Shih Jan-tien’s time the silver coins no longer were current at
Turfan, the earlier scale-fee document from the Kao-ch’ang kingdom period
shows that a major way for the silver coins to enter the local economy was
through taxes on the Sogdian merchants. The Kao-ch'ang government used
the silver coins that it received to meet its expenses, This is demonstrated by
documents Dg, D4, and Dy, which record the purchase of horses by Kao-
ch’ang authorities. Fragments of an undated Kao-ch’ang record show that the
government used silver coins to meet its payroll.#® Although there is no docu-
mentary evidence, it is likely that merchants also used the silver coins to buy
supplies and pay for transportation and lodging. Thus, by the means of govern-
mental taxation of merchants and probably private transactions, Sasanian coins
worked their way into the local economy. The silver coins became such a wide-
ly used medium of exchange that the government collected the land tax in
silver specie, although those without coins could still pay their taxes in cloth®
We can assume that governmental taxation of merchants was the mast impartant
means of bringing coins into the local economy, especially in the 6z0s and 630s,
because of the previously mentioned efforts of the government in that period
to dominate trade in cooperation with the Turks. The military might of the
Turks kept commercial traffic funneled to Turfan so that the Kao-chang gov-
ernment could tax traders for the benefit of the Turks and Kao-ch’ang’s rulers.
A similar phenomenon appears to have occurred at other cities on the
middle route. The Buddhist pilgrim Hsiian-tsang reported seeing coins of
bronze, silver, and gold used to buy goods at Karashahr and Kucha.!™® As
mentioned previously, a total of three Sasanian drachms have been discov-
ered in these cities. At least at Kucha the silver coins must have been numer-
ous because traditional Chinese histories report that Kuchans without land
9% BOTAMgBR wu—1, 224, w2y, 22-2, 21-4, 21-1. These are unpublished documents in the
collection of the Turfan Museum.

2% On Kao-ch'ang's land tax, see PS g7, pp. 3215-19; 77191, p. h204; Wei Shou 8K, We
shu B3 (Peking: Chung-hua, 1974) 102, p. 5266; Ling-hu Te-fen S ILFR%E | Chou shu 14
(Peking: Chung-hua, 1971) 50, pp. 9t5-97. Two Turfan documents have been found that may
be land :ax records showing exactions in silver coins {67TAM78:17(a), 18(a}, 19(a), 28(a) and
68TAMyg:2 in TCWS 4, pp. 68-70, addendum, pp. go-51). The latter is dated 641, Hsieh “Ch'ii
shih Kac-ch'ang fu-i chih-tu,” Cheng, “Shih-liu-kuo ¢hih Ch’ii shih wang-ch’ao shih-ch’i Kao-
ch’ang shih-yung yin-ch'ien,” and Lu, “Shih-lun Ch' shih Kao-ch’ang shih-ci'i te fu-i” argue
that these are tax documents,

3 Hsilan-tsang #/% (Li Hsien-lin 255 et al., eds.], Ta Tang Hii-yii chi chigo-chu F B 75 1
ACAZIE (Peking: Chung-hua, 1g85) 1, pp. 48, 54; Samuel Beal, Si-pu-ki: Buddhist Records of the
Western World (1884; rpt. New Yark: Paragon, 1968), pp- 8R-8y.
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had to pay taxes in silver specie.'"”* This undoubtedly was a merchant tax.
These sources do not mention the tax system at Karashahr.

THE DECLINE OF SILVER-COIN
CIRCULATION IN TURFAN

In 640 the Chinese T’ang dynasty conquered the Kao-ch’ang kingdom
and ruled Turfan until late in the eighth-century. As demonstrated in table 4,
the conquest initially had no effect on silver coin circulation. For forty years
after the T°ang occupation silver coins remained an important part of the local
economy. In table 3 the short period that coin Cr3 circulated before being
buried in the early 650s demonstrates that silver coins were still being import-
ed around a decade after the T’ang conquest. After the 670s the circulation of
silver coins in Turfan began to drop off and from about the year 706 there is
no more evidence of silver coins there.

The reason or reasons for this decline in the importation of silver coins
into Turfan and their gradual disappearance from circulation are more diffi-
cult to explain than those concerning their appearance. The drying up of the
silver coin supply might be related to regional political and economic factors
in the short term or wholly or partly the result of long-term global factors. As
mentioned in the introduction, in the long term Near Eastern coins ceased to
be imported into China at some point early in the eighth century. After the
Istamic Umayyad caliphate (661—750) ended the minting of Arab-Sasanian
and Arab-Byzantine coins around the year 700, the caliphate began to issue
purely Islamic coins.'™ Only three of these purely Islamic, post-7o0 coins
have been found in China. These are all gold dinars that were found in a
middle-to-late-T’ang tomb outside of the provincial capital of Hsi-an in Shen-
hsi province. The coins are dated 83 A.H. (702—703 ap), 100 AH. (7187 19k
and 127 A.H. {744-745).'%* No coins of the ‘Abbasid caliphate {74g-1258},
which was based in Baghdad, or the Saménid dynasty (819—r005), which con-
trolled eastern Iran and Transoxiana, have been found in China or eastern

1 Wei shu 10z, p. 9266, Chow shu 50, p.g17; P§ g7.p. 3217.

102 For more information on the reform of Islamic coinage see Philip Grierson, “The Mone-
tary Reforms of *Abd al-Malik: Their Metrological Basis and Their Finaneial Repercussions,”
Journal of the Ecanomic and Secial History of the Orient 3 {1060), pp. 241-64; and Michael 1. Bates,
“History, Geography and Numismatics in the First Century of Islamic Coinage,” Revue Suisse de
Numismatigne 65 (1GBG), pp. 251-63.

103 A description of the find and photos of the coins are in Hsia Nai, “Hsi-an Tang mu ch’u-
Pu A-la-po chin-pi” P& F B - FTH {384, KK 8 (1965), pp. 420-24. Hsia misidentifies the
date of the latest coin as 12g A.H. He correctly identifies the date of the earliest coin as 83 AH.,
but the caption to its photo has an erroneous date of 84 A.H.
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Turkestan. This is despite the fact that the Samanids discovered new supplies
of silver that were used to mint large quantities of coins. As mentioned previ-
ously, around 200,000 of these mostly Samanid silver coins have been discov-
ered in parts of Europe. The reasons for the ending of Near Eastern silver coin
importation into Eastern Turkestan and China is unclear and will have 10 await
further research that uses a wider body of evidence than has been marshalled
here. However, it is possible that the immediate cause of the end of silver
circulation in Turfan was related to short-term regional factors. Accordingly,
we turn 1o an outline of some of the possible short-term causes for the decline
in Turfan’s silver coinage.

Late in the seventh century the drop-off of silver coins in circulation at
Turfan coincides with the T'ang’s intermittent loss of the oases of the Tarim
Basin to the Tibetans in the 670s and 680s. Although there is no consensus
about the exact date when the Tarim was lost to the Tibetans, those who argue
for the 680s agree that there was at least heavy fighting there between the
T'ang and Tibetans in the 670s.!%* Fighting would have been an impediment
to traders who traveled between its oases. We have no information about Ti-
bet’s commercial policy during the years when it definitely controlled the Ta-
rim. As Tibet was a hostile power, it seems likely that it blockaded or heavily
taxed trade to and from China, These factors may account for some of the
decline in silver circulation in Turfan by the 6gos.

The T’ang dynasty’s fiscal policies also affected the circulation of silver
coins. Taxation and spending normally were carried out with grain, silk, and
to a lesser extent bronze coins. However, there is confirmation that the T'ang

1t Although some T"ang sources state that the Tibetans held the Tarim Basin from 670 to fige
{CTS 40, p. 1647 108, p. gaogs HTS 40, pp. 1047-48), scholars disagree about the extent of
Tibetan control during this interregnum. Satd and Wang hold that Tibet did not gain full contrel
of the Tarim until 586, but Beckwith remains adamantly ocpposed to this view. See Satd Hisashi
1 b, Kodai Chibetto shi henkyd 17 15F~L v F IS {Kyowo: Toy6 shi kenkyikai, 1938-50) 1,
PP- 324-5%; 2, Pp. 12-13; Wang Hsiac-fu X7} 5, Tang Tu-po Ta-shik cheng- -chih kuan-hsi shih 1
M R EGH B RS [Peking: Pei-ching ta-hstieh ch'u-pan she, tgyz), pp. 68-88; Christopher
Beckwith, The fibetan bmptre in Central Asia {Princeton: Princeton U.P,, 1987), pp. 197-202. How-
ever the weight ol direct and indirect evidence indicates that the T"ang held the Tarim from at
least 67¢ to 686 and possibly earlier. See Huang Hui-hsien ##HE, “Ts'ung Hsi-chou Kao-
ch’ang hsien cheng-chen ming-chi k’an Ch'ui-kung nien-chien Hsi-yii cheng-chii chibh pien-hua®
eI SR AE 8 B A8 G R D I MBS 2 8L | in T'ang, ed., Tim-huang Tu-lu-fan wen-
shu ch'u-t'an, pp. 396-138; Wang Hsiao-fu, Tang Tu-po Ta-shih cheng-chih huan-hsi, pp. 79-81;
and Wang Yung-hsing T /K8, Tang-tai ch'ien-ch'i hsi-pei chiin-shih yen-chiv B HTHE F L R
W4 (Peking: Chung-kuo she-hui k’o-hsiieh ch’u-pan she, 1904}, pp. 225-32. There is no debate
that Tibet held the Tarim from 686 to 6g2 and that the T"ang reestablished administration there
in 6g3. See CTS 40, p. 1647; 168, p. 53043 HTS 40, p. 1047; 43B, p. 1154; Ssuma Kuang 15
., Teu-chih Lung-chien & 54 G (Peking: Chung-hua, 1956) 219, p. 6774, The Tarim remained
under T"ang control undl the Tibetan reconquest late in the eighth-century; Wang, Tang Tu-po
Ta-shik cheng-chik /Okuan-ksi, p. 6.
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accepted silver coins in some cases. A tax statute that was promulgated in 624
and again in 719 and 738 called for the taxation of “surrendered barbarians”
in silver coins.'®> However, this was a general 1ax statute and we have no
evidence that it was implemented in Turfan. The repromulgation of the statute
early in the eighth century may indicate that silver coins still circulated in
some places other than Turfan or that the law was reissued without regard to
changing circumstances, We also have evidence that the T"ang government at
Turfan in some instances accepted silver coins as tax payments. A fragmen-
tary document from 645 {D25}, which appears to record a levy of some sort,
mentions that one person was allowed to pay “two silver coins” instead of an
unknown item that the government was accepting from other people. Another
document {D45) shows that the government was willing to take payments of
silver coins in lieu of bronze ones in the 6gos. This was done at a rate of one
silver coin for every g2 bronze cash. One undated document, probably from
the mid-seventh century, shows that the government sometimes used the sil-
ver coins to make purchases.'?

Despite the T’ang’s acceptance of silver specie at Turfan in the seventh
century, the coins appear to have been a minor compenent of the local gov-
ernment’s fiscal operations. Monetary silk and to a lesser extent bronze coins
were the dominant “currencies” employed by the T*ang government at Turfan.
The presence of monetary silk in the local economy is related to the T"ang’s
military occupation of Turfan and the rest of eastern Turkestan. This was a

3 TS 48, p. 2088; Li Linfu ## 8 and Li Lung-chi ¥FE 5, 7z Tang tin tien KE7-UE
(Slan San-ch'in cb'u-pan she, 1991} 3, pp. 36b-37a; Wang Ch'in-jo l_i) 7 et al., To'e-fu piian-hui
RFT I 48 (1642 edn.; facs. rpt. Peking: Chung-bua, 1960] 487, p. Ibb Ma Tuan-lin B,
Wen-hsien L'ung &'ao e . Shih tung 7 {Shanghai: Shang—wu yin-shu kuan, 1g45), ch. 2, p-
41¢; Niida Noboru {0 M, T&ryd shat S {Tekyo: Taha bunka gakuin Tokya kenkynsho,
1943), pp- (i71-72, article 6; Denis T'witchett, Financial Administration under the f’ang Innasty, od
edn. [London: Cambridge U.P., tg70], p. 142, article . Parallel versions of Lthe statute in the
CTS, Ts'e-fu yian-kui, and Wen-hsien t'ung £'e0 date il 10 G24. In that year the first T'ang emperor,
Kao-tsu, issued a series of statutes (Niida, Toryd shit, pp. 12-14). A slightly different version of the
statute also appears in Ta Teng fiu tien. Although this work was presented to the throne in 744,
Niida dates ils statutes (o 71q {Jorye shii, pp. b1-865]. Thus the statute appears to have been in
force from the first hall of the seventh through at least the first half of (he eighth centuries. €75,
T6'e-fu yiian-kui, Wen-hsien tung &’an, and Niida, Toryd shii, all state that the tax was to be paid in
bronze coins. Only Ta Tang liu tien specifies that the coins were to be silver. Twitchent correctly
points out that a tax in bronze coins would be an impossibly small amount. He also notes correct-
ly that silver coins circulated on the T'ang's northern frontiers and in Inner Asia.

106 =g TAMe214:148a), 149{al, 147(a] in TCWSH, pp. g10-11. This document was from a
tomb with three occupants and an epitaph dated 66, [TCWS6, p. 3ou). The document appears to
describe an “equitable purchase” {As-f #I#), which is one means that the T'ang used to supply
its army; HTS 53, p. 1973: Tau-chih t'ung-chien 214, p. 6830; Ch'en Yin-k'o PRERY, Sui Tang
chik-tu yiian-yiian fich-lun hao 55 5 4 B RA/HBR 5% W (Peking: Chung-hua, [t944] 1663} pp. 148~
49; Skaff, “Straddling Steppe and Sown,” pp. 246-50.
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strategically important region for the dynasty because it provided a buffer be-
tween the Tibetans, Western Turks, and Eastern Turks.’? As I have shown
elsewhere, local taxation could only meet a fraction of the fiscal requirements
of the T’ang’s relatively large military administration at Turfan and other parts
of eastern Turkestan.!®® To make up part of the difference, the government
sent large quantities of monelary silk to border regions. For example, in 742
the central government spent a total of 1.1 million bolts of silk in eastern Turke-
stan.!™ Documents reflect the fact that monetary silk began to circulate along
with silver coins in Turfan immediately after the T’ang conquest. Monetary
silk continues to appear in documents from Turfan until they die out in the
mid-eighth century when eastern Turkestan was cut off from the rest of the
T’ang empire due te civil war in the interior and a Tibetan invasion of Kansu
after 760.119 The silks that were used in monetary transactions were simple
undyed weaves, but they could have been exchanged for the finer grades of
sitk that would have been in demand to trade to the west.!'! Not only mone-
tary silk, but Chinesc bronze coins begin to appear in Turfan documents after
the T’ang conquest. The branze coins emerged in the 680s and continued to
circulate alongside silk until the Turfan documents end in the middle of the
eighth century.!'? Although T'ang ccins do not have mints or dates, the major-
ity of them in Turfan probably were minted in the Tarim Basin.'!%

107 See ibid., chap. 2. 1 Ibid., pp. 242-46.

109 Pu-chih tung-chien 215, pp. 6845-48; CTS 38, pp. 1385-86: 40, pp. 164598 TT152, p.
4474 The dating is according 1o the first of these three sources, The troop and silk totals repre-
sent the aggregates of the separate figures given in the sources for the An-hsi and Pei-Cing mili-
tary commissionerships that controlled the Turfan and Tarim Basins and their environs. Silk was
measured in bolts (' IC or 7E) that officially were supposed to be 4 chang {12 meters] long by 1
ch'ih 8 ts'un (rq cm)} wide. For the T'ang statutes governing cloth taxation and standard sizes see
Niida, Téryd shii, p. 65q; Twitchetw, Financial Administration, p. 140,

110 Lu, “*Kac-ch'ang Hsi-chou ssu-pai nien huo-pi kuan-hsi,” pp. 23g9-45, describes 7th-c. doc-
uments that mention silk. Although nobody has systematically collated Sth-c. documents refer-
ring to monetary silk, it is my impression that the 1°ang government used silk most frequently as
the medium for making payments in this period. On the Tibetan invasion of Kan-su after 760,
see Michael T. Dalby, “Court Politics in Late T'ang Times,” in Denis Twitchett, ed., The Cam-
bridge History of China, Vol. 3. Sui and Tang China, 589—906, Part 1 (Cambridge: Cambridge U.P,
1970}, pp. 568-6¢; and C. A. Peterson, “Court and Province in Mid- and Late T'ang,” in ibid.,
PP- 479, 486

111 See Angela Sheng's article in this volume ol Asia Major.

112 Ly, *Kaoc-ch’ang Hsi-chou ssu-pai nien huo-pi kuan-hsi,” pp. 246-58.

13 Minting bronze coins was not profitable for the Tang government. Transporting large
quantities of the heavy coins 1o the northwest would have cost far more than their value, because
the bronze used to mint them alone cost Lthe government 750 coins to mint 1,000; Twitchett,
Financial Administration, pp. 6g—70. That is why the government transported the lighter silk, in-
stead of bronze coins, (o the northwest to support its border troops. Although the lack of mim
names on T'ang coins makes it difficult to prove that the T"ang government issued coins in the
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The T’ang government’s injection of bronze coins and monetary silk into
Turfan probably decreased the economy’s need for silver coins. Other aspects
of fiscal policy discouraged the continued circulation of silver specie. Unlike
the Kao-ch’ang government, the T°ang did not tax merchants who came to
Turfan. In the eighth century the T’ang began to defray part of its military
expenses in eastern Turkestan by exacting levies on merchants, but taxation
took place on the middle route at Karashahr, Kucha, and Kashgar instead of
Turfan.''* Without a tax policy in place that replenished the supply of silver
coins at Turfan, their circulation became totally dependent on the market,
which apparently was not enough to sustain their dominance as a currency.

From the above discussion we can see that short-term trends in warfare
and T’ang fiscal policy in the period from about 640 to 760 may possibly
account for the local disappearance of silver coins from Turfan. However,
these factors cannot explain the long-term retreat of Near Eastern coins from
eastern Turkestan and East Asia. Although a definitive answer 1o this problem
will require further research, I will advance one hypothesis to explain this
phenomenon. Evidence suggests that from the eighth century onward mer-
chants may have begun to carry silver bullion in place of coins along the Silk
Road to China. For most of Chinese history bullion was conveyed in the form
of ingots.'* However, there have not been any archaeological finds in China
of silver or gold ingots datable to the fourth through seventh centuries when
Sasanian drachms were being carried to the east.!' Ingots reappeared in Chi-

northwest in this time, there is solid evidence that bronze coins were minted there in the late-8th
c. After communications permanently were cut between Turkestan and the Chinese heartland
around 760, the isolated provincial government began to administer itsell without direction from
the court. Lacking knowledge of contemporary coinage standards, the T'ang officials who had
been stranded in the northwest started to mint 1their own bronze coins. Three types unigue Lo
Turkestan have been found: the Ta-li Yiian-pao /5 70 H , the Chien-chung Tung-pac v
¥, and coins with a single yiian 7T character. These coins appear Lo have been minted mostly at
Kucha and Khotan. Chemical analysis demonstrates that they have an unusually high lead con-
lent. In the [uture if the common Kai-yiian cash that have been [ound in modern Sinkiang are
subject to metal analysis, it will be possible to determine whether they also have a high lead
content that indicates minting in Turkestan. See Frangois Thierry, “On the Tang Coins Collected
by Pelliol in Chinese Turkestan {1go6i-1g0q),” Silk Road Art and Archaeology Special lssue (1997},
pp- 149-749, and Nicholas Rhodes, “Tang Dynasty Coins Made in Xinjiang,” in ibid, pp. 181-86.
Although there is no direct evidence, it appears that they must have used existing mines and
mints to produce these new types of specie, thus suggesting T"ang minting operations in the
northwest prior to 7fio.

11+ HIS 221A, p. 6230, Taxation of merchants also took place on the northern route at Lun-
t'ai %% in the vicinity of modern Urumchi.
115 Cribb, “Precious Metal Currencies of China,” p. 185.

116 See Cribb's summation of ingots finds, which is current through the 19705, “Precious
Metal Currencies of China,” pp. 1g8-20g. To gain a more updated view of archacological dis-
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na during the eighth century and gradually replaced silk as the usual medium
for payment of large sums, especially after the middle of the century. Since the
purity of ingots was variable, guilds arose to appraise their quality.!!? This
may have helped to facilitate their acceptance as a medium of exchange. In
the period before the emergence of these guilds, Sasanian drachms and Arab-
Sasanian dirhams would have been an excellent means of transporting silver
bullion because of their widely recognized purity (as discussed in the introduc-
tion, above}. However, after the development of an ingot standard and assay-
ing guilds in the eighth century, merchants coming from the Near East may
have had to adapt to the new mercantile norms in China by carrying bultion
instead of coins. That ingots remained the standard for the rest of Chinese
history would explain why Near Eastern coins never reappeared in China.
According to this line of argument, the acceptance of silver coins from the
fourth through seventh centuries is an anomaty in Chinese history.

SILVER COINS: COMMODITY AND CURRENCY

There is some controversy over whether the silver coins in eastern Turke-
stan served as a commedity, valued by weight and purity, or meney with an
accepted value not necessarily corresponding to its intrinsic metallic worth.
Zeimal’ believes that the silver coins were a commodity, but Thierry feels that
they served as money.!'® In fact they served as both at the same time. In the
late-fourth century coins did not play as important a role in the economy as
they would later in the seventh. Fourth-century documents only mention gJur—
chases transacted with cloth as the medium of exchange.!’ The two hoards
from this period that I examined were composed of coins with relatively little
wear. One gains the impressien that they did not frequently change hands as
individual coins, but rather were exchanged in bulk for large transactions among
the rich. In this way they were more akinto a commodity. However, the ran-
dom finds of two coins of Ardashir II, probably deposited late in the fourth
century, show that the coins could be used individually and may have had an
accepted value as money. More convincing evidence that silver coins func-
tioned as money at Turfan, Karashahr, and Kucha in the late-sixth and sev-

coveries a search through Albert Dien’s in-progress computer database of Northern and South-
ern dynasty archaealogical finds yielded nothing peinting to any new discoveries of ingots in the
period under question,

117 Twiwchetr, Financial Administration, pp. 70-771.

118 _Zeim:l’, “Eastern {Chinese] Turkestan on the Silk Road,” p. 171, Thierry, “Sur les monnaies
sassanides,” pp. 14235, who believes the cuins were considered a commodity in China proper.
11# Lu, “Kao-ch'ang Hsi-chou ssu-pai nien huo-pi kuan-hsi,” pp. 218-26,
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enth centuries comes from the testimony of the Turfan documents, the pilgrim
Hsiian-tsang, and traditional Chinese histories, My examination of the coins
from tombs supports this claim. Unlike the earlier hoards, the tomb cains show
a great deal of wear that must have come from repeated handling while being
used to transact business. In a few cases the coins from the later period are
pierced or gilded (C1, Cg, C22, C31), apparently to serve as jewelry (and
perhaps alsc a source of savings), but this must have been a secondary func-
tion. We also cannot be sure that Turfan residents were responsible for these
modifications to the coins.
Another controversial point is Thierry’s belief that the use of the coins
was culturally determined. He states that the coins were used as money in
eastern Turkestan mainly because Sogdians and Persians carried this practice
from the west.1? Although it is possible that Sogdians brought the idea of
using silver coins, cultural influence was not as decisive as other factors. First,
global, regional, and local events determined the availability of the coins. In
the fifth and early-sixth centuries, the decline of middle route trade made the
circulation of silver coins impossible. When specie returned to Turfan in large
quantities in the late-sixth century, it began to be used as money. Although
Sogdian cultural influence and market forces may have played a part in the
acceptance of silver coins as a medium of exchange, their extensive monetary
use probably was primarily the result of the Kao-ch’ang government's fiscal
policies that replenished coin supply by taxing merchants. After the Tlang
conquest of Kao-ch’ang in 640, Turfan became part of the Chinese empire
and subject to the influence of its fiscal policies. Although silver coins were still
being brought from the Near East in the seventh century, the T’ang’s taxing
and spending policies that favored silk and bronze coins led to their growing
use as exchange media at Turfan. Without fiscal policies taxing merchants to
inject new silver coins into Turfan’s economy, apparently privale commerce
alone could not replenish the supply of silver coins adequately and their use
began to wane. Culture cannot explain this trend because the continued pres-
ence of Sogdian settlements in Turfan at this time did nothing to reverse the
decline. In the eighth century silver coins no longer circulated because they
were unavailable. This may be connected to movement toward an ingot stan-
dard in China.
The experience of Turfan supports Richard von Glahn's argument that
the monetization of an economy is not a product of unilinear economic devel-
opment driven by private commerce. His research on late-imperial China shows

120 Thierry, “Sur les monnaies sassanides,” pp. 132-33.
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that the prevailing medium of exchange can shift depending on state policy
and a market’s particular needs, resources, and patterns of trade.’?! These
factors all seem to have played a role at Turfan. Lack of indigenous silver
resources made the city entirely dependent on international trade to supply
silver coins. When patterns of trade made silver coins available, market forces
and fiscal policy led to their rise and decline as a medium of exchange.

Ultimately, Turfan and the other trading cities on the Silk Road had little
control aver the larger patterns of international trade. They could only siphon
off some of the wealth passing through their cities. The case of silver coins at
Turfan demonstrates that their availability ultimately was determined by polit-
ical and economic events in China, the Near East, and Inner Asia. The fifth-
century dearth of silver coins at Turfan is attributable to political instability in
China and Inner Asia. Late in the sixth century great wealth came to the city
when favorable circurnstances throughout Asia intensified trade on the middle
silk route. The disappearance of silver coins in Turfan also may be attributable
to events in China. Turfan, as a small oasis city caught between greater eco-
nomic and political powers, ultimately had little control over its economic
destiny,

LIST OF ABBREVIATIONS

cs Chin shu 538

cTS Chiu T'ang shu EFE &

HTS Hsin Tang shu ¥1F5 &

P Pelliot mss.; followed by catolog no. Bibliothéque
Nationale, Paris

PS Pei shih 4L E

SS Sui shu F5#E

TAM T u-lu-fan A-ssu-t'a-na mu-tsang; prefix no. is yr.

of excavation; suffix no. is tomb no.; after colon
are item no., slash, and then fragment no.

7 Tung tien 18 10
TCWS Tu-lu-fan ch'u-t'u wen-shy "HEH N+ 0 E

*41 Richard von Glahn, Fountain of Fortune: Money and Monetary Policy in China, 1000-1700
{Berkeley: U. of California P., rqqg8}, pp. g-11.

Htlustrations of Selected Coins Discussed in Article

Complete descriptions of coins are [ound in the two appended tables, listed by author’s
reference numbers.

Obverse Reverse Obverse Reverse

The above three silver coins from Turfan are in the collection of the British Museum; by
permission. (€ The British Museum)

Obverse Reverse Obverse Reverse
P . L ———r

”

no photo

The above six silver coiﬁs from Turfn are in the collections of the Turfan and Sinkiang
Museums; by permission {author’s photographs}.
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Two important sources for this table are Lu, “Kao-ch'ang Hsi-chou ssu-pai nien huo-pi kuan-hsi,” and
Kuo Yiian FE4E, “Shib-lun Sui T‘ansjchih chi T’u-lu-fan ti-ch'ii te yin-ch'ien™ S am o ) 2 PN E 00 35 b

B8 88, Chung-huo shik yen-chan

L‘ﬁmﬁﬁ:% q L1ygod, PP- 133,

Items with asterisk are those intentionally placed in tomb of moneylender: they thus skew the data in
favor of the 6605 and 6705, see discussion, above.

REF.

NO.

D:

Dy

Dy

el
o

Dt

Dx
Doy
Dro
Do

D

D8
Dig
Dzo

Dz

DATE

Gab
Bing?
13
Hhzy
Beg
thag
628
fizg
691

figa

CONTENTS
Land-rent cantrare: * & silver comns™ Tor 1 me
Land-ren comtrace: ¥ 4 silver coins,”  * 5 coing”™
Govodoc: 45 silver roins” 0 buy horse
Grov. duc,: ¥ 67 silver coins” o buy » horses

o, dae.: %

1+ <. = silver coins” 1o buy 48 horses
Date-tree rent comu.: ™ Penalty of 2 silver coins™
Land-rent cantr.: * g silver coins™

Loan contr.: * silver coins”
Loan contr.: * 2o silver coins”

Contr: ™ g silver coins”

Contr. for hinng laburers: * 2ok <2 silver coing”

Land rent comtr.: 2 silver coins”

Tree tent contr.; ™ ¥ silver coing™

Contr. for purchasing servant: * 380 silver coins™
Land-purchase contract: ™ 4 silver coins”®
Land-rent contract: * 20 silver coins™
House-purchase contr.: * o silver eoins”

Tax (7] ledger: * .. paid 2 silver coins [each]”

Loan contr.: * wao silver coins™
Ledger: “ ... 2 silver coins”

Receipt: * 1 [silver] cain and 14 bronze coins™

REFFRENCES
GOTAMI2G:01/6 in TUWS 301534
67 TAMIGL 1042 in TCWS 30187
GETAMABI8, 32 in TCWS 3:75
GETAMAR:35, 40 in TOWS 386
66TAMARIT in TCWS 3:77
GITAMIGL ] in TUWS 3:18%
GOTAMI08:8/1 in TCWS 2302
GATAMA4:12, 14 in TOWS 3:2
GOTAMI2 1014 i TCWS 3:18
G4 TAMBN00:6, 01/7 in TOWS

3:40
F2TAMILS 1M in TUWS 4156
no doc. number in TCWS 3:310
GOTAMA4E:1444 in TOWS 5:132
BITAMIZB: 1422 in TCWS 5:134
GITAM 352 in TCWS 3:243
BUTAMI38:14/1 in TCWS 5:136

B4TAM10:47 in TCWS 5:74

GETAMYY:2 in TCWS 4
lappendix}:50 |

BFTAMI140:18/2 in TCWS 5:56

B4TAM15:31, 3274, 30, 32/1,
2871, 28/2 in TOWS 4:36

SUTAMI02:35/3 in TOWS 5:24

TURFAN SILVER COINS

Continued:

REF.

NO. DATE CONTENTS

Dez g7 Land-purchase contract: * 2o+ <. 2> silver coins”

D23 fry0 House-rent contr.: * 15 silver coins™

Dy tigq House-purchase contract: * 5 silver toing”

x5 g5 Tax i % record: * 2 silver coins™

D26 5.49 Land-rent contract: * v sibeer ¢coins™ for 2 mu

Dz gt Govi. doc.: ¥ ata rate equal to 2 silver coins™

DR tigg Land-tent contrac: * 6 silver coins” for « my

Day By Land-rent conuact: * 2y silver coing”

Dao G55 Comnir. hiring beacon-tower operatars: ¥y silver coing™

Dar 638 Contr. hinng beacon-tower vperatar: 4 silver coinsg”

Dy iz Contr. hiring beacon-tower aperators: * 4 sibver cmins”

Dyy R Ox-cart tental rec't: * 4+ < 2> silver coiny™

Digy®  Hho boan contr.: ® 1o silver cains. .. me., interest of 1 coin™

D 66y Loan contr.: ¥ 48 stlver coins”

Digfi* bt Loan contr: * 1o silver coins... ma, interest of 1 cain”™

D7+ 6GER Cl-fi?ﬂ“cuntr.: * wo silver coins... . ineerest of 2 silver

Dy ooe Fpuchaecont o s con” penaly o o
Land-rent contract: * For first g vra. rent will be ot A of

Dag*  bro wheat every autumn. In th yr. [rent} will be 30 silver
cams.

Dgo* 70 Loan contr.: * i silver coins... mo, interest of 4 coins”

Dgr*  B7e Loan contr: * 1o silver coins... mo. interest of 1 cain™

Dye 673 Loan comtr: * 2+ <02 silver coins™”

Dag 674 Eunerarﬂ doc.: ¢ Qn the day of the fungrf] {deceased]

equeaths 300 silver coins (o the monks.
Dyg  B77 Loan comtr.: * ¥+ <02 silver coins”
Iy fige Tax receipt: * » silver coins equal to 64 bronze coins”

REFERENCES
HaTAM 152072 in TCWS 4:37
G4TEM1:33a-2 in TCWS 4:4
GFTAMARA: 1443 in TCWS 5:138
F2TAML30:4ta in TCWS 6:40
EATAMID:34 in TOWS 5:76
H4TAMIS:3%a, 422, 44a in TCWS
6:313
G4TAMI0:36 in TCWS 5:480
SHTAMILG in TOWS 3.81
G4TAMILO: 44, 50 in TCWS 5:84
GOTAMA37: 01/ in TUWS 5:111
G0TAMI38:32/4-1, 32/4-a in
TOWS 5:142
B4TAMTH 174 in TOWS fiz L3t
B3 TAML:3Y in TCWS 6:404
G4TAMA:54 in TCWS f:414
H4TAMA:349 in TCWS 6:417
G4TAM 419 in TCWS 6:422
A4TAMA:32 in TCWS 6:424
G4TAM4: 33 in TCWS G:428
64TAM4:41 in TOWS t:430
64 TAM4:37 1in TCWS G:432
G4TAM19:45, 46 in TCWS 2525
FATAM201:34 in TCWS 501
GITAM263:7/2 in TCWS 7:520

G4TAMIA2E in TCWS 7441
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