PRELIMINARY ACCOUNT OF THE WORK OF
HENRI MASPERO
CONCERNING THE CHINESE DOCUMENTS ON
WOOD AND ON PAPER DISCOVERED BY
SIR AUREL STEIN
ON HIS THIRD EXPEDITION TO CENTRAL ASIA

by B. SCHINDLER

The Chinese documents on wood and paper discovered by
Sir Aurecl Stein on his first two expeditions to Central Asia were
edited by Edouard Chavannes in his monumental work, Les
Documents Chinols découverts par Aurel Stein dans les sables du
Turkestan Oriental, Oxford, 1913, After the death of Chavannes a
constderable portion of Chinese documents on wood and paper, which
Sir Aurel Stein had brought back from his third journey of explora-
tion in Central Asia (known as the third Central Asian Expedition
1913-1916)!, were handed over by him to Henri Maspero. This
scholar devoted years to the decipherment, reconstruction of texts,
translations and commentaries, perhaps even with a greater zeal than
Chavannes.

‘The manuscript, comprising 628 pages, was completed in 1936 and

sent from Paris to London in the same year, Since then it had lain for’

about ten years with the Clarendon Press, Oxford, awaiting arrange-
ment for publication jointly by the India Office and the British
Muscum. In 1947 it was returned to the Department of Oriental
Books and MSS. of the British Muscum, where it is kept awaiting
publication which has been postponed “indefinitely”” because the India
Office has ceased to exist and has now withdrawn from the project
and because of the death of Professor Maspero.

This was the position until April 1949, At about that time T was
approached by Madame H. Maspero with regard to the publication
of the MS. of her late husband. $he wrote to me on April 28: “En ce
{ui concerne les textes de la collection Stein déchiffrés par mon mari

! Bee Sir Aurel Stein's “Preliminary Account” in Geographical Fournal
1916, XLIIT, pp. g7-130, 193225 and Serindia (1921), Vol, I, Introduction,
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je serais trés heureuse que vous vous intéressiez A leur publication;
comme a pu vous le dire Monsieur Waley cette question me tient
trés & ceur. Je vous envoie ci-joint une note de M, Demiéville & leur
sujet. Je vous serais trés reconnaissante de ce que vous pourrez faire
en vue de Pédition de ce travail auquel mon mari a consacré tant
d’années et qu'il serait désolant de ne pas voir imprimer alors qu’en
1938 tout devait étre publié.” Soon after (in May, 1944), Dr. Arthur
Waley and T approached the Keeper of the Departiment of Oriental
Books and MSS., Dr. A. S. Fulton, 1o put the case for publication
before the Trustees of the British Museum.

I feel that it is necessary to stress the great part that Dr. Fulton
played to arrange for the publication of Maspero’s M3,

I was instructed to have an approximate estimate prepared of the
costs of production for the printing of such a volume which will Le
at least equal in extent to Chavannes’ Documents (the MS. contains
approximately 27,000 Chinese characters).

It is to be hoped that at Jast the publication will be made acces-
sible to the learned world, but even in the event of the Trustees of
the British Museum giving the authorisation for its issue, it will be a
very long time before it will appear in print.

I thought, therefore, that it might serve a useful purpose if, with
permission of the Director and Principal Librarian of the British
Museum! and the consent of Madame Maspero, 1 tried to give a
résumé of the rich and vast material this MS. contained.

The scholasly world is acquainted with Stein’s "Third Expedition
in Central Asia through his Tnaermost Asia, Detasled Report of Explora-
tion in Central Asia, Kan-su and East Irin (3 vols.), 1928, and with
the results of discoveries of a similar material in Lou-lan by Sven
Hedin. In fact, Maspero used the decipherment and the interpreta-
tions of these findings by A. Conrady in Die Chinesischen Hand-
schriften-und sonstigen Kleinfunde Sven Hedins in Lou-lan, Stockholm
1920, besides Chavannes’ Documents etc. The latter is his guide
and he follows Chavannes in the general arrangement of the material,
too. Far in essence the recovered documents on wood and paper of
the third expedition and the previous one, edited by Chavannes, are
exactly comparable.

At the beginning of the description of the documents of cach
excavated place, Maspero has introductions of various length, where
he draws the conclusions which are necessary for the understanding

! The letter of the Director dated 1gth June, 1949, says: “Dr. Fulton and
I agree that it would be very useful to have a published résumé of the material
contained in our Chinese Manuscripts from Sir Aurel Stein's third expedition.”
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of the manuscripts by comparing them with those where undes-
standing can be drawn from the documents themselves. On the other
hand, all special fucts and others of a general nature are commented
on in the notes which follow the translations.

The regions from which the documents come are: Tun-huang,
Low-lan, Turfan, and the Tarim Basin. i

In a masterly way Maspero has filled up the lacunz of the frag-
ments mostly with the help of parallel passages from Chavannes'

Documents etc. and the decipherings and pabwographic remarks on’

them both by Lo Chén-yi R E and Wang Kuo-wei T e ¢,
and from similar documents in Conrady’s Lou-fan, All these restored
passages are put in brackets in order to distinguish such “additions”
from the original texts. On the other hand Maspero has wisely
avoided any punctuation of the texts (with the exception of those in
rhyme),

Due acknowledgment is given to the hetp Maspero had received
from his Annamite lettré, M. Nguén-vin-Duyét, who had followed
him from Indochina to France and copied the documents, and from
M. Sung Kuo-chu. He especially mentions the help he had from
Dr. Chang Féng who, thanks to his paleographic knowledge was
able to be of use in the deciphering of difficult passages of the docu-
ments of the Han and Chin periods, but who set off cvery obligation
of thanks by publishing in China without authorisation Les fiches des
Han et des Tsin “en un ouvrage que je n’ai pu réussi me procurer”.!
Paul Demiévitle’s great knowledge of Chinese Buddhist texts was
very uscful “pour 'identification des fragments les plus rebelles”.

Many fragments of the texts deciphered and interpreted by
Maspero relate to details of the military life, the administrative routine
and private life in military colonies from the Former Han (202 B.C.)
until the end of the Yiian (1368 4.p.) and are typical of the life in smal!
Chinese administrative or military colonies in Central Asia during
fifteen hundred years. When one considers that these fragmentary
dacuments are less abounding than those, ¢.g., of the Greek papyri

' “The publication by Chang Féng Ak I is entitled o 5505 BE AT
i Al LA IEH 5, 1031}, It contains firstly the facsimile ( 3% [l )
of the tablets formerly published by Chavannes, without any commentary, and
secondly the facsimile of Maspero’s tabiets, followed by a commentary of Chang
Feng, who alse in his preface draws fourteen conclusions from his study of the
tablets, Unforrunately [ have no more than Maspero seen this book and know
it only from the review in 13§ 3L 4k 25 i) 2 A v, July/Aug., 1931),
p. 118, where it is said thar its printing and the material presentation are very
poor.” (Kindly communicated to me by Professor Paul Demiéville,)

CHINESE DOCUMENTS FROM STEIN‘S THIRD EXPEDITION 219

which have enabled the classical historians to describe the life of the
Greck colenies in Egypt, we must admit that Maspera has succeeded
in enlarging considerably our knowledge of the Chinese colonies in
Central Asia.

In the following I can only give a very short selection of the
decipherment and lucid interpretations of the documents by Maspero.
1 could not take into consideration the many long and detailed essays
of Maspero except where it was absolutely necessary for the under-
standing of the texts,

DOCUMENTS FROM TUN-HUANG

(1) Documents belonging to the Han Dynasty

It is well known that after the conquest of the Ordos the Emperor
Wu had the wall extended (between 121 and 108 B.C.) in order to
protect the region of Northwestern Kansu after its occupation. Itis
from the extreme western part of the foriifications that the documents

- relating to the Han period come. Here it was that Sir Aurel Stein on

his third archwological journey found the documents, whereas the
discoveries of places excavated towards the West had already been
described by Chavannes in his Documents. In the Introduction of this
work Chavannes had already drawn general conclusions from them
about the life of the garrisons of this Chinese Limes and Muaspero had
only to supplement this picture.

All documents from the Han period consist of wooden slips
which originated in the district commandery of Tun-huang % 42
4B with the exception of a small number which come from the district
of Chiu-ch‘iian i J# Jif which adjoins it in the East,

At the time of the Han the civil administration of the commandery
of Tun-huang was divided into six sub-districts (counties) /isten §f
only three of which can be placed exactly or almost exactly:—

(1) Tun-huang, the residence of the tu-wei £ B of the central

section B9 ¥, approx. the actual Tun-huang; the town in the

T‘ang period was to the south-west of the actual town on the

other side of the river.

(2} Ming-an B %,

{3) Hsiao-ku B8 about 30 Ii N.W. of the Tun-huang of the

T'ang.



No. 1
'T.xL1. j. o14
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(4) Yian-ch®ian JRl 3.

(5) Kuang-chih Y & the residence of the tr-wei of Yi-ho H 3R
(6) Lung-1¢ B #) (actual Nan-hu) the residence of the fu-wei
of the Yii-mén Kuan T B and of the Yang Kuan #3 .

The wooden slips from ‘I'un-huang mostly contain official documents,
administrative correspondence, receipts from granaries, etc., and a
small number of private letters. All of them emanate from military
persons, officers or men from the garrison of the Limes.

The Han had inherited from the Ch'in a system of a militia
which they prescrved and developed according to the code of the
Han. Maspero gives a detailed description of this militia.

The chief duty of the fronticr garrison was to guard the
fortifications against ull attacks by barbarians. The population was
comparatively small and lived too widely dispersed so that seTIous
trouble was not to be feared from within. All the troops were stationed
along the Great Wall. The military organiaation\nf the Limes was very
complicated, especially the signal system, the supervision of the
terrain by patrols and reconnaissances and the security of stations by
a courier system. All this is listed by Maspero in detail.

‘The extreme western part of the Limes is best known at the time
of the Earlier Han; it is that part which yielded the largest number of
documents. It is the sector of the Yii-mén tu-wei.

The documents refating to the Later Ilan show that they had
to fall back on an organisation similar to that of the Earlier Han,
For the period after the Earlier Han the documents seem to indicate
a complete change in the organisation of the military defence system.
But this new organisation did not last long.

A great territorial change in the time of the Later Han is the
abandonment of the entire extreme Western region of the Limes (see
Stein, Serindia II, 698), those parts which formed the hou-kuan
# "B of Ta-chien-tu X F{ &S and the western postion of that of
Yii-mén; this sector has not yielded any document later than the
period of Wang Mang.

I. LITERARY FRAGMENTS

{a) PRISMATIC SLIP$ CONTAINING FRAGMENTS OF THE CRI-GHIU PUEN
‘This is the complcte paragraph 14 of the Chi-chiy p'ien; the three
lines follow one another without lacuna. "This paragraph is the 15th
of the present day editions; the additional paragraph has been added
after the Han period. (See Fig. 1).
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The slip has been used previously: it had been scraped off to allow
a copy of the Chi-chin p'ien to be made on it. There are stifl some
traces of the previvus text visible, The Chi-chiu p'ien is a vocabulary
whose words are arranged according to categoeries, It was compiled in
the time of the Western Han under the reign of the Emperor Yilan JC
(48-33 m.c.). This slip which is similar to those published by
Chavannes in Les Documents forms the fragment of a 4th copy. Thanks,
to the four copies we are now able to get an idea of the educational
books in the time of the Han,

Each chapter of the Chi-chin p'ien is composed of g sentences of
7 characters, in all 63 characters, and cach chapter occupics an entire
slip. T'he work consisted of a collection of 31 prismatic slips and each
slip contained ene of the chapters of the book. Each slip was num-
bered but formed a separate entity. This made it extremely incon-
venient for the student but the arrangement was evidently made to
enable the study of each slip sepurately.

The fragment in question contains some variants when com-
pared with the text of modern editions. The Chi-chiu p'ien is treated
by Chavannes in Les Docioments, p. 4 f,

" (b} ARTICLES OF THE CODE OF THE HAN

Slip completely preserved. Height: 225 mm.; width: 10 mm,
contains two articles from the Code of Han, the Han i 1,
which dates from the last years of the third century B.C., a century
before the military occupation and colonisation of the region of
Tun-huang.

A slip, scorched at the top and at the bottom. With an incemplete
inscription at the top and a complete one at the bottom. Height: 93
mm.; width: g mm.

The recto reads: “ . ... #HBH I WL .. and the step-
mother will both be executed and exposcd in the market place”, M.
restores the text on the slip as follows: “(when one of the sons of the
first wife and the step-mother took part in ‘bestial behaviour’, the son
of the first wife and) the stepmother will both be executed and exposed
in the market place”. This relates evidently to the paragraph on
“incest” of the Code of the Han, Verso: -} —, {82 i is the same as
Hik BF in the ritual books and means the second wife of the father
after the death or the repudiation (divoree) of the first wife.

The number at the bottom of the slip is not that of a section or
a paragraph but is that of a file concerning a criminal case,

No. 3
1, xiair. b, 016

No. 4
I, xLiL |, o235
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T. xxir, f. 1

No. 6

T. xxur c. oa3;
T, xx1. 1. 11, 013

Nes, 9-19
T, xi111. j. o¥; og;
©15; 616; 017; 023
etc. .

Ne. 20
T. xLu, j. o7

No. 25
T. xxn. d. o16

No 29
T. xxn. d. oar
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(c} CALENDARS

Large plaque of wood, complete at top, broken at bottom and
on right side, cut on left side, in three fragments which join up
exactly. 240/33 mm,

CALENDARS (sce Chuvannes, Les Decuments, p, 10 it) hegin-
ning with a summary of the fourth year yung-shth X %k (13 8.C)
written in horizontal lines. No. 6 is a slip containing a calendar for
the fourth year hung-chia ¥} 5% (17 B.c.). This calendar belongs to the

same type as those described by Chavanncs, bid., Nos. 25-35. At the’

top is given the date of the month and underneath the cyclical
characters to the various months arranged from top to bottom in
normal order. The months are added by Maspere in parenthesis in
the translation.

(d) ASTROLOGICAL FRAGMENTS

Bamboo slips with writings in a carefully finished style. The
characters are placed in equal intervals (about 17-18 mum.). These
represent the fragments of a game of astrological slips giving the
names of the Asi arrunged in arder as they correspond astrologically
0 a given month during a period of years.

(6) FRAGMENTS OF TEXTS CONCERNING DIVINATION

A wooden slip, burnt at top and broken at the bottom. Height:
63 mm.; width: 1o mm.
- BHMUOORITEFHATERS . ..
“. .. day. It is advantageous to ... and to travel; {the duy) jén-tai
is auspicicus. One must not kill the ox . . .”

(See other divination texts: T. xviIL j. 028; o11, 022; 026)

(f) FRAGMENTS FROM BOOKS ON ARITIUMETIC

Small plaque of wood broken on all sides, 8o/11 mm. Vhe most
interesting fragment is that of a multiplication table similar to No. 702
in Chavannes, Le., p. 149. This slip makes the exact total of No. 702 as
computed in Les Documents absolutely certain in spite of Lo Chén-
yit's view expressed in Liu-sha to-chien i #% M fff (2) ch. 1, ga-b.

(g) A SMALL POETICAL PIECE IN THE STYLE OF A Fu JIf
Plaque of wood, complete, very carcfully prepared, 240,26 mm.
First-rate writing. A very mediocre imitation in the style of Ch‘iih
Yian’s Li-sao #f B% . This style was very popular in the Han period
(with the cmsura % hsi), where there were famous imitations by
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Ssd-ma Hsiang-ju @) M #5411, Lio Hsiang 8] (1], and above all
by Wang Yi F 3, the commentator of the Chu-£2% from the
first half of the second century A.D. This small poetical piece which
is dull, spiritiess and very mediocre, might have been a local waork
compiled by a literate who had been banished to this region; but it
may also be a copy of some work in vogue at that time.

11. DocumenTs FROM THE COMMANDERY GOF TuN-HUaNG
(a) sul' OF TSUNG-MIN 5,3 L.
(o) Fragments of the Chi-chiu p'ien.

(B) A slip made entirely of wood the thickness of which is very un-
equal. The surface with the inseription is highly polished, the other
side uneven with some parts Lollow and others raised. Height:
178 mm.; width: 10 mm,

'This slip, cut off lengthwise, is a ch'ian 2. The two com-
manders have each written their names on the same surface. The slip
contains a report about the mecting of two chiefs of u station. It does
not indicate where the meeting took place. Its arrangement does not
allow the identification of the station (T.xx11) whether Tsung-min
23 IR or Shou-kuun ZF'H, where it had been found. One of the
slips had to be kept in the archives of the station, but since one of the
two officers had one of the documents with both signatures it is also
likely that he took back the slip prepared by him after the other had
put down his signature or vice versu.

The two names of the station are not mentioned ¢lsewhere.

{b) A MULTIFLICATION TABLE

(c) sur oF cuid-cuieN ik £8; the residence of the Kuan-hou of
Plo-hu {i Y.

A large wooden slip absolutely complete. There are three lines of
writing. Height: 224 mm.; width: 22 mm. Tt contains the regulations
for the use of signals in cuse of alarm, There would stermn to have
existed a distinction in the use of more or less numerous terches and
flares which were elevated in less serious cases and the large signalling
apparatus féng ¥ from the roof tops of the station or lamps which
were clevated whenever there was great dunger or the station was
surrounded.

(d) sui oF wel-nu B H] anp oF Pro-Lu i JiF.

Upper part of a bambeo slip of which the hottom is muissing,

VThe sui l&&: was the basis of the defence organisation of the Limes.
Above it were several grades of commands. These varied under the Earlier and
Later Han,

No. 30
T. xxir. d. o013
No. 31
T. xxi. d. o13

T. xxn. d. c1h

Na. 42
I, XXIL, e, 03

Nu. Go
T, xx111, 5. 02
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No. 129
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No. 134
T, xLiv. b. 3

No. 148
T, xL1v, d. o8—0g
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Height: 130 mm.; width: 14 mm.

This document gives a hint as to its date. The title of wef B is
mentioned and this fixes it to the time of the Later Han. The Emperor
Kuang-wu suppressed the title of the ta-wei of all commanderies
(Hou-Han shu 38, 2b) and replaced it with that of the wei, a rank
less exalted. But the frontier commanderies had a special form of
administration and the old military districts were often upheld there,
Even if the complicated division into four scctors of the Earlier Han

had aot been preserved in Tun-huang, there still existed beside the

wet of the Central sector a wel of Yii-mén {see Chavannes, Docu-
ments, No. 483).
1, DocUMENTS FROM TIIE COMMANDERY OF
Cuiu-cuH'Uan {5,

(a) A wooden slip, incomplete, 131/8 mm. The slip contains the
Notice of a Decree concerning a partial amnesty (relicf of the penalty
of one year for each person). The missing part of the slip had the
names of the persons who benefited by the decree.

The Code of the Han contained penalties of hard labour varying
from one to five years, each one bearing a special name. A sentence
of four years’ hard labour was called wan 52, and a sentence of five
years bore the name Kun-chien S£4it. Only these penalties seem to
have been connected with the deportation to the frontier chéug-tan
3% B, a term very often found on the slips.

(b) A complete wooden slip. Height: 127 mm.; width: 10 mm.
This contains the regular formula for a consignment of Ymperial
decrees under the Han. See Shi-chi 6o, 3a. Chavannes, Documents
No. 140 is an almost identical document.

(c) A small wooden plaque which is cut both at the top and the
bottom. 235/27 mm, Fragment of a letter to a superior officer,

{d) A small wooden plaque cut out at the bottom. Height: 200 mm.;
width: 2o mm.

An order of the Deputy Chief Administrator of Yii-mén to the
t'ing-chang & F (i.e., Commissioner of Police) of Tung-fan B §f§ to
proceed with the mustering of the young men of his district for
military service.

{¢} A wooden slip, complete at the top and broken at the bottom,
An order with regard to the cleaning-out of canals and the utili-

sation of the product of cleansing for the fertilisation of the soil and

the quantity of grain which had to be obtained from the fields,
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especially in Wén-hua % €, in proportion to the quantity of the
manure,

(2) Documents from the T‘ang Period

M8, sheet of paper (rectangular) cut at top, bottom and on left side,
torn on right and in middle.

Tragment of a narrow strip of paper.

Both fragments are withaut u date, but according to the form of
writing they belong to the 1oth century. They form a petition for the
grant of a vacant housc, the vacancy being caused by the disappear-
ance of the proprietor (a certain K'an |34).

DOCUMENTS FROM THE SITE OF LOU-LAN

(1) Documents relatmg to the Chin Period

A great deal of the documents from the site of Lou-lan go back to the
time of the Chin dynasty, with the exception of those which were
found in the ruins of a Buddhist temple of the LM site and which
possibly may belong to the time of the T ang Dynasty. They consist of
wooden slips and a few fragments of paper found near the Lop-nor, in
a region which is now dcscrtcd But the ancient river beds are still
visible, in the N.W, of the saline depression which is the dried-out
bottom of the ancient lake. The actual Lop-ndr is only an insignifi-
cant remainder of it. That is the site of the ancient Lou-lan ¥E B as
clearly shown from the documents found on the spot. Those which
are deciphered by Maspero form two series, both of them belonging
to a short period with a gap of a few years in between. Nearly atl
wooden slips date from 263-270 A.D.; the documents on paper belong
to the same period and to a second one which extends from 312 to
about 330 a.D. Those documents found by Stein in his preceding
expedition and cdited by Chavannes, and those excavated by Sven
Hedin and edited by Conrady, and finally also those belonging to
the Otani expedition of the Nishi-Honganji deal with precisely the
same periods (and the same intervening gap). Consequently it cannot
be due to mere chance of necessarily incomplete excavations.
When, in the second century B.C., the Chinese started to spread

No, 167
oxnvod. ory

No. 163
¥oxe1y, d.o13
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out into Central Asia, they found that the Cherchen-darya basin
(tater named A-nou-ta By 5%, i.c., Anavatpata,! formed a small
kingdom which they called Lou-lan § [, probabiy so called after a
local name of the region bordering on the Lop-ndr, a name which is
also found in the decuments written in Karosthi in the Indian forms
of Krorayina, Kroraimna (sce also Stein, Serindia 1, pp. 414~
417). The capital was at first at Yii-ni 4F ¢, the actual Mirin,? in
the south of the Lop-ndr. In 77 B.c. this capital was removed slightly

to the west, to Yi-hsiin f {fj, the present Charkhlik.® ‘I’his was’

done when the king then ruling who was too closely attached to the
Huns was put to death by the Chinese.t He was replaced by his
brother Wei-t‘u-ch’i JfJ# #& who seemed to have been more
obedient owing to the fact that he was a hostage at the Chinese
Court for a long time and had thus received a Chinese education.’
The new king, being not very sure about the loyalty of his subjects
and having great fear of the Huns, asked for a Chinese garrison to be
stationed there: a military colony was then founded at Yi-hstn.$ From
that moment on the name of the kingdom was changed into Shan-
shan £ $# in the Chinese texts (see Ch'ien-Han shu 96, 3a=Wylie
in Journ. Anthrop. Inst., X, pp. 2328, and Chavannes, Les Pays
&’ Occident d'aprés le Wei-lio in T oung-pac 1905, p. 532, Note, and
P 537, Note 2). The Chinese documents from Lou-lan have nothing
whatsoever to do with the native kingdom of Shar-shan and it has
only been dealt with by Maspero in order to assign these documents
in their non-Chinese frame-work in contrast to those of the Limes of
Tun-huang at the time of the Han. ‘They all refer to a civil and
mititary Chinese administration which was established besides and
outside of the native administration and which is only known to us
through them.

At the time of the Han a military colony had heen founded on
the northern bank of the ancient Lop-nar. Chavannes had reported the
legend which is the only reminder of its location, (see Chuvannes,

1 Thus named after the mythical lake in the middle of the world from where
four big rivers, the Ganga, the Indus, the Oxus, and the Sita (the western river
which the Chinese Buddhists identified with the Yellow River) flow towards
the four cardinal points, betiveen the desert in the North and the Alryn-tagh
(Astyn-tagh) mountains in the South, with the banks of the Lop-ndr where the
Cherchen-darya joined the Tarim.

t Bee Scein, Serindia 1, 326, 333, 343.

® Bee Stein, ibid., 1, 325, 342.

*Bee Conrady-EHimly, ibid, p. 2.

¥ See Conrady, ibid,, p. 1.

* See Conrady-Himly, ibid., p. 31 “. . . deren fruchtbare Umgebung
Wei-t'u-k'i lobte, eine chinesische Besatzung zu legen, die wegen ihres Unter-
halts auf die dazu bestimmten Felder angewiesen sein sollre,”
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Trots généraux chinois in T'oung-pao 1906, p- 246; “c’est simplement
Ihistoire de la fondation de la colonje militaire de Yi-wou (Hami)
en 119 p.C., transportée 4 Leou-lan™). Tt officially bore the name of
Lou-lan. It was there that in the middle of the third century, to be
exact in 263 B.c. or even a little earlier, the administration was
established with the task of resuming the policy of expansion into
Central Asia which was abandoned, or at least slowed down, a century
earlier.

I. Lirterary TExTS
Paper fragments of the Chi-chiu p'ien.

Paper fragment. Medical astrotogy.

Two names of famous professors of the art of alchemy of old, vix.,
Ch'in Yiieh-jén (Pien-ch'io B (or ) #2) and Lu J§ &4 are
mentioned. For the first see the biography in the Shi-chi, 105, 1a—3b
(cf. also Giles, Biographical Dictionary No. 396); the second is known
from an ancedote in Lieh-tzl (see also Mayers, Chinese Readers
Mannal, No. 423).

Paper fragment. Recto: - EVBE . . i} Probably writing exercise

- from the Lun-yi. Verso: JL4L%5 F F 4 2 BOOO cfou

ch'ou. Hsiin-tz{ said, tzi said. Officers. . . .
The paper has been turned upside down in order to write the
above on the verso, '

Il. ADMINISTRATIVE AND PrRivaTe DocumrnTs

A wooden slip which is divided into two parts by two notches of
5 mm. depth. The whole length of this slip is 78 mumn.

It contains on the recto the words " Governor-General—- &
tu-tu—official correspondence on his own business (of his office)
despatched by the military comptroller of the office of . . . in the
third year t‘ai-shik & %l (267 4.0.)”, and on the reverse: “Exclusively
own business (viz., the revictualling of the army)”,

The title of the governor-general tu-tu or to give the title in full
lu-tu . . . chou chu chiin shik §8 B85 . . . W 3% i I ““Governor-general
. -« In charge of the military affairs of the departments {countics) .. .”
is not a regular title at the beginning of the Chin. It was only given
under exceptional circumstances when the necessity arcse to unite
the military forces of an expanded area under one Ligh official.
Lou-lan and Central Asia were subordinated to the Governor of

Nos,
A

LC.
LE.
No.
LA,

164-173

. Il X. 0403
i.or7, LE. 1. 5.
IL 07
174
v.x oord

D13

VLY, a2y

. 213

. VLU 028
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Liang 77 MM #3] i they continued to come under him when in 269
the western commanderies of Liang were detached to form the
department of Ch'in Z&. There is mentioned a gf)vf'crnopge.ncral
Ssii-ma ‘Tsun 8] B M who was charged with the m:htaﬂry affairs of
the two prefectures of Liangand Yung &% {,'f,}if M .fﬁ‘iﬁ($ an.d
wha was Prince of Ju-yin &, who in the su_(th year tai-shih
(270 a.D.) led an expedition aguinst the Cl'l‘lang j‘L wlio had cut the
way to Chin-ch‘éng € P¥ on the Yellow River and killed the governor
of the Department of Ch'in. No Governor-general has been mention-
ed before him in this region. It is probably the govcrnor-gen:&ral hf:re
in question. It is he who is probably addressed on the S‘llp which
was intended to accompany a consignment of part of the fu'(:hWéS nf.the
station Lou-lan during the years which just preceded his nomination.

Two fragments of the same slip, the beginning of which Maspero
reconstructed from slip No. 5o in Conrady Le. It is the account of the
quantities of grain given out for threc men for a period of ten days.

A paper fragment. The upper part of the leaf is complete, but the
lower part is torn at both sides. 70/126 mm.

This is a fragment of an account. The figures at the end of each
line are the prices.

111. DOCUMENTS FROM THE LE SITE

A wooden slip, 150/50 mm. Thickness at top 4 mm., in 1?1iddle 8 mm.,
at bottom 20 mm. The top part bears the inscription. I‘IItflght: 105 mm.
The bottom pact has three grooves for cords. The writing on t}:e slip
reads from left to right. For the name of thes? slips see t.hc pu shu
i # “lettre-tablette” in Wang Kuo-wei's Liu-sha to-chien, 2, 13b
and Nos. 614, 615, 617 in Chavannes’ Documents.

This seems to be the name for slips of that‘ particular fon;
the upper part contains the transmission Uf. the oﬁy:e of the couriers
whereas the lower part seems to have contained the letter folded and

sealed.

(2) Documents of the Ch'ien Liang

r fragment belonging to the period when the governor-general
;:“-P‘:}l:f Wcsgtem c(mntriis, Li Po H cstablished“the base for the
expedition planned against Kao-ch'ang a.nd Yen-ch i (probal?l}r'_t”r?fn
one of the entourage of Li Po ““who arrived fxt Hai-t'ou fRE Y™
We possess several rough drafts (one of which 1s camplf.:te) of a letter
of 1i Po in the Otani collection from Lou-lan. (The chief part of the
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letter had been translated by Chavannes in Appendix A of Serindia
Vol, u1, p. 1330.)

(3) Documents of uncertain date

1. CLASSICAL AND VARIOUS L,ITERARY TEXTS

Fragment of a scroll of paper. Complete with two margins, Written
only on one side, 225/143 mm. Seventeen characters a line. From
the 4th century {?).

A very small fragment of an unknown commentary to the Tso-
chuan with some variant readings: ‘K for e, B for fid, etc. The
commentary refers to the 18th year of Prince Chao (534 B.C.), 3th
month, day hsin-hai (= Legge, Ch. Cl. v, 620).

The commentary of line 4 at the bottom is not part of that of
Tu Yii (which is much more elaborate as it consists of three notes
on this passage instead of only one, and the one which refers to
Kan reads: F # (i B A 3 1, atext totally different from our s,
which has: =P 8 b 4~ BE # ). Nor that of Fu Ch'icn of the Later
Han which is lost. The paper fragment is too small to allow identi-
fication aof thie source to whicl: jt belongs. The variant A -f for # F-
suggests that it belongs to the T ang period when the character 1it
was avoided. But the paper and the writing show 2 much older style
and there is no reason to scparate it from the other paper documents
of L. which go back to the beginning of the 4th century.

But that should not be the last word about this fragment,
although most of the commentaries of the Tso-chuan, e.g., those of
Tan Chu B If and his pupils Chao Kfuang # [E and Lu Ch*un
PEIE  are lost.

Paper fragment containing a quotation from the “Classic of Filial
Piety”, Hiao-ching 3% $% 12, 12a.
‘The reverse of this paper fragment contains a few lines in Kharosti

writing.

II. ADMINISTRATIVE DOCUMENTS
Two fragments of a statistical return.
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DOCUMENTS FROM THE REGION OF
TURFAN

(1) Documents from the period of the Ch‘ien
Liang

The kings of Chfien Liang #] 7, who had taken the dynastic title
because their states comprised the province Liang (which is the actual
Kansu), had instituted a Sceretary General for the Western countries,
hsi-yii ch'ang-shih T J& F& 1 . After they had occupied the ancient
Lou-lan, they had made an expedition against Kac-ch‘ang (70 li
cast of modern Turfin) and Yen-ch'i (Kharashahr) about 324 A.p, A
single document only referring to the time of this dynasty has heen
recovered in the region of Turfan and this contains nothing with the
exception of the date. But this is sufficient to show that the actual
occupation lasted until after the middlie of the 4th century and the
place from where it was rescued, viz. Astina, indicates that the ceatre
of the Chinese occupation was at Kao-ch®ang!, which had been the
capital of the region during ancient times.

A small wooden picce. _

OO00 OOHPAENSNA=N
“...on the 3rd day of the 6th month of the 8th year shéng-pling
{i.c., July 18, 164 A.D.)".

(2) Documents from the T‘ang Period

Chinese documents have been found at all points in the region
of Turfin: in particular in the two localities which were successively
the principal residences in the T‘ang period—-the oasis Khara-
khédja, and in particular the hamlet Astina with its ancient
cemetery, and the oasis Yar-khoto; Toyukh and Yutdgh on the
way from T'urfan to P‘i-shan, and Murtukh. All document"s {with the
exception of one which goes back to the Chin) are of the time of.the
T ang Dynasty, They vary in their contents and can be grouped into
four categories:—
1. Official docurents from the archives of the Chinese sdminis-
tration of the region of Turfin in the 7th and 8th centuries A.D,
‘T'his comprises the period when the region formed the General
Government of the Administration of the Prefecture Hsi (Hsi-
chou tu-tu-Ffu @ M & £ 4f). Most of the documents come

_‘_i?or the history of Kao-ch'ang see now Wittfoge! and Féng Chia-
shényg, History of Chinese Saciety: Liao, 1949, pp. 103, 104. :
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from the cemetery of the hamlet of Astina but some were also
recovered from Khara-khodjo, the Yutogh hamict and Toyukh.
1. Private documents {not in great numbers) from oflicials,
private persons and temples: contracts, letters, accounts, ete.
1. Fragments of scrolls of classical books or literary works (also
in small numbers).
Iv. Religious documents, in particular fragments of Buddhist
books. :
In order to understand these documents in detail one will have
to consult the work of Maspero (in MS. pp. 218-240), about the
history of Turfin under the T ang next to Chavannes, Documents
sur les Tou-kine (Turcs) Occidentaus, pp. 107-112.

I. OFF1cIAL DOCUMENTS

The system of transport in such a country whese all and every-
thing centres around it, plays an important part in the documents
recorded. As all transport across Central Asia was made chiefly with
the help of horses (donkeys and camels were less in use, at least in the
official services), be it for passenger transport or as carrier for goods
(vehicles), one had to make use of a great number of horses. Tt js,
therefore, not surprising that the administration of horses ma-chéng
12 B had been an important service and that the documents found
in Astina refer in such numbers to this service. These documents
have not been found in the ruins of the building of the office of the
administration of horses, but in a cemetery. There are lists, registers,
records in bundles of papers, half-wasted away ot dismembered. And
the pieces were often cutouts from the papers which were used for
the making of cheap funeral garments. But even in their fragmentary
state they give a pretty good picture of what was the administration
of a great provincial service in the 7th and 8th centuries of our era,

(a) LIST OF THE CORRESFONDENCE OF THE GENERAL GOVERNMENT

Part of a paper seroll; top is cut, bottom complete. Fragments of
a list of all officiat correspondence received. All letters originate from
various offices of the prefecturc of Hsi (Hsi-chou T4 M)). Tt is probable
that it represents the remainder of a list kept in the office of the
Secretary of the Record Keeper Lu-shih ts an-chiin-shik U 26 O,
No date is to be found and nothing of the allusions can be made out.
But this fragmentary list dates prior to the year 752 A.D. because the
designation wei-shik @ 4 for militia was replaced by ewu shik 3¢ 4
in 752 (Tung-tien 29, 44b), The document is one of those which best

No. 263
Ast. 111, 4. 018



No. 264
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No, 272
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No. 273
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illustrate the activity and efficiency of the Chinese administration in
Central Asia at that time.

(b) ENQUIRY WITH REGARD TO THE EXPEDITIONARY CORPS OF
THE ““PERSIAN ARMY ' [674 a.b(-ca. 694 a.n)].
Part of a paper scroll. Height: 232 mm.; length: 392 mm,
An enquiry addressed to the State Dept. (Presidential Council)
shang-shu-shéng 17 3% 4§ with regard to the composition of an expe-

ditionary corps into Central Asia known as the “Persian Army”.

po-sstl chiin 3% 7 . 1tis proposed to recruit the soldiery from among
those who are already in Central Asia and who can only be deportees
{convicts) instead of transporting militia from China at great cost.

(c) CASES OF FRAUD BY OFFICIALS

Proceedings against Fan Chung-min i .

A series of seven small documents, Ast. 111.3 (014, 1§, 010, 022,
030, 032, 033 = Nos. 268, 267, 271, 265, 270, 269, 266) refer to the
same affair. They are parts of the action against a dishonest official
(a minor official of the granary) who was accused of theft.

It seems that the original pieces and their copies were in a large

- seroll (as were the pieces relating to the Administration of Horses).

All these official documents have ultimately passed into the hands of
private persons who have cut them in order to make funeral garments
out of them. Tt is, of course, very difficult to give an exact account of
the affair.

(d) PROCEEDINGS AGAINST ... SHIH fi AND xao usinN &g
(THE DEPUTY PREFECT OF FENG-T'IEN ¥ IN THE PRE-
FECTURE OF YUNG 3 ).

Part of a paper scroll, 270/550 mm.

Fragment from the correspondence file of the office of ts'ao of
the General Government of Hsi-chou T8 M containing: (1) the end
of an official letter from the Ministry of Justice with regard 1o vexa-
tions of the popufation when collecting taxes and referring to an
Imperial decree about the measurcs to be taken in this respect;
(2) the beginning of a letter of an inspector from the Horse Bervice
asking for explanations of the fact that the fodder for the horses sent
in course of time did not tally with the total settling up of the fodder
for the relay horses of Hsi-chou.

{e) OTHER FROCEEDINGS
The bottom part of a leaf. Small regular writing. Belongs to the
middle of the 8th century. The last part of a request, probably written
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by the director of a granary who preferred charges against himsetf
and “demanded the imposition of penalties on account of irregu-
laritics in the management of his granary”. 1t is known that guilty
officials, who preferred charges against themselves before their crime
had been found out by the authorities, were not prosecuted.

Two small fragments from the cnd of the 7th century a.p. A document
which concludes a case of embezzlement and declares it closed.

(f) REGISTER OF GOODS RECEIVED AT AND DESPATCHEDR FROM
THE GRANARY cH'U-vO {146

Remainders of the same scroll.

Several small fragments.

These fragments seem to be of three kinds:
(@) Daily stock lists of grain in the granary.
(b) List of goods received at and despatched from the granaries.
(c) Enquiries with regard to the business of the granary.

(g) VARIOUS ADMINISTRATIVE PIECES

Sheet of paper, 345/225 mm. List of farmers for admimstrative
reasons.

Fragment of paper. Official reply to an enquiry for entrance to the
local administration,

(h) THE ADMINISTRATION OF ITORSES (Ma-CHENG I £)

(%) REGISTER OF HORSES OF THE POSTAL SERVICE WHEN AT
REST
Two large fragments: 284 mm. /543 mm./1 m. 576 with jarge outer
margins and no inner ones.

Conditions of horses which belong to the Postal Service. The
horses are in groups of about fiftcen on the list. These are entrusted
to grooms chosen from those sentenced te hard labour. Each horse
is described with all its special distinctions, features, colour, age,
brandings, etc.

No. 275
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Fragment of a large scroll, probably the same register as 07-08,
284/775 mm.,

{B) REGISTER OF THE DEPARTURE AND RETURN OF HORSES
OF THE POSTAL SERVICE

Two large fragments belonging to the same scroll from the 8th
century. 287/353 mm. (09) and 287/534 mm. (ox0).

(¥) REGISTER OF DEAD HORSES

Eleven fragments from one and the same scroll which have been cut
to form a pair of paper shoes, List of dead horses with a summary
of the circumstances of their deaths and the utilisation of their meat
and skins,

{0) REGISTER OF THE STOCK OF THE ADMINISTRATION OF
HORSES FOR THE 10TH YEAR, K'AI-YUAN B 7T ( = 722 A.p.)
Fragment of a scroll. Height: 286 mm,

Remainders of an account book of a warehouse containing on one
side the skins of dead animals and the other side grain, oils, ‘cloth,
etc., kept in this warehouse for the administration of horses (ma-chéng)
or for the postul relays of the chief town of the General Government.

(€) KEGISTER OF ENQUINY ABOUT DEAD HORSES FOR THE
IST Year i ff suEN-LUNG (=705 A.D.)

Second month:
Part of a paper scroll, 287 mm/1 m. 4e.

One of the fragments of the register where all parts of the route
were copied in extenso on arrival. The authorities have added notes,

Third month
Purt of a scroll. Complete at top and bottorm, The scroll is formed
from various documents glued together: (a) between lines y-3;
(b) between lines 21-22;5 (¢} between lines 32-33. The document
CORtains two equiries,
(2) Enquiry about one horse that perished unexpectedly on the
way from Hsi-chou to Pei-ting. '
{b} Enquiry about two horses that perished unexpectedly on the
way from Hsi-chou to Yi-wy ft 5 (Ilami).

Three fragments readjusted to one seroll. An incomplete enquiry.
Enquiry about one horse that perished unexpectedly on the way
from Hsi-chou to Yi-wu, '
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Fragment of a scroll. The same register as No, 303.
An enquiry about one horse that perished unexpectedly on a
route not specified in the lines preserved.

Fourth month:

Fragments of a scroll,

The two fragments are the rough draft and copy of the same
document, Enquiry into the death of two horses that oecurred un-
expectedly on the way from Hsi-chou to Pei-t'ing.

Fragment of a scroll. 132/192 mm.
Enquiry into the death of one horse that uncxpectedly occurred
on the way from Hsi-chou to Yi-wu,

({) VARIOUS PIECES OF THE ADMINISTRATION OF HORSES

Complete leaf, 285 /415 mm.
Report on the unexpected death of horses in the sixth month of
a year not named (but it is the tenth year ¥ai-yiian, 722 A.D.),

Large leaf, 290/270 mm,
It is dated: the z1st day (of the fifth intercalary month of the
tenth year Kai-yian(?)), i.c., July g, 722.

Two fragments of one and the same scroll. -
Statement on harses which were in the Buddhist monasteries of
the sub-prefecture of Liv-chung.

II. Privare DocuMENTS

{a) CONTRACTS

Two fragmentary paper MSS., 12 lines, 18-19 characters on a line,
A contract on lending of grain, The interest is to be 1o per cent,

per month in case of defay in repayment. The two guarantors chéng

jén & N have the same family name as the wife {who together with

the son figures as surety too) and are apparently her parents.

Complete leaf, 240/410 mm,, 12 lines, 16-18 characters 2 line.

A contract on the renting of a field. The farmer has paid the
price of the rent for 3 mou (out of 5) and pledges himself 1o pay back
the rest before the middle of June (i.e., before the harvest). The date
of the contract: the 18th day of the first month of the first year fien-
shon {=z2nd February, 689 a.v.). “The two parties agreed to have
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drawn up in writing a contract in 2 copies of which each is keeping

11

one.

(b) 3 PAPER FROM A BUDDHIST MONASTERY

Fragmentary documents from one and the same scroll, 1ge/240 mm,
and 19o/1g0 mm., containing accounts of a Buddhist temple which
was not important. This is shown from the statement that food is
provided for three monks only, to which is added later on a probation-

er. The rest are laymen who are employed for some work in the -

temple. The “worker” in No. 319 is one of them. The accounts on
these fragments are probably from the same year.

{¢) TESTIMONIALS FOR THE DEAD
Fragment of a paper which is scorched at the top, cut on the left, but
complete at the bottom and on the right. 182/285 mm.
Testimonial in favour of Wang Po-yii, the faithful Buddhist
{& 8 F T. fA K& which wus burned on the occasion of his inter-
meni. The traces of burning show that it was presented folded over
a flame or a candle and that it was put out before it could be destroyed,
These testimonials were and are even to-day called chéng i,
Cf. Doré, Recherches sur les superstitions en Chine, t.1, No. 1, Fig. 31.

The upper part of a similar document as No. 06.

The testimonial in favour of a deceased person whose name has
been lost; it was intended to be burned at his funeral. “"The bhiksu of
great virtue” mentioned in the text is the monk who conducts the
funeral ceremony,

The two documents (06 and o12) are remainders of formulas
which were intended to be taken away by the dead into the other
world (that is the reasen why they were to be burned) in order to give
evidence of their good deeds in this world and to facilitate their
ressurrection in the next iife: similar pieces are still used at funerals.

A sheet of paper, complete at top, on right and left side, but cut with
traces of burning at bottom. The first seven lines ure in red ink, in
large characters and widely spaced; the last eight lines are in black ink
in smatl characters, rather condensed.

The testimonial {Il: of good works given to the deceased is in this
case for Lady T'ung % J§ and she and her husband Fan Yen-
shih jC & Ht, a native of Kao-ch‘ang Hlsien, are known to us by their
sepulchral inscriptions. (See Lionel Giles, Chinese Inscriptions and
Records, No. viit and No. x11 of Appendix, ‘A” of Stcin, fnnermost-
Asia, Yol. 1, pp. 1036-1037 and 1042.)
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DOCUMENTS FROM KAO-CHANG

1. OFFIciaL DOCUMENTS

(4) CADASTRAL REGISTER

Paper mss. fragments. No. j22: 170/187 mim.; 333 138/75 mm.;
335: 138/85 mm.; 336: 81/105 mm.; 337 185/112 mm.

These seven mss. are the fragments of onc and the same register,
probably the cadastral register of the sub-prefecture.

(b) OTHER OFFICIAL DOCUMENTS

Paper ms. fragment, cut at top in cireular shape (for paper garments).

An application asking for the supplementary supply of 120 shif
of rice for all the postal relays §§ kuan to ensure the revictualling of
the people who make use of the postai service,

. PRIvaTE DOoCUMENTS

{2} ACCOUNTS, PROBABLY FROM A MONASTERY

Two small pieces of paper mss. cut out of a leaf and glued together.

Fragments of accounts (?) of a monastery. The & 13 M e wei-na
{general karmadina) in the first line is the manager of the monas-
tery. The articles of food which were taken into account arc not
indicated. They are probably: corn, rice, oats and wheat. The two
women mentioned in line two are probably the debtors.

(b) INTERPRETATION OF DREAMS
A Ms. consisting of a small strip of paper.

Fragments of a key to drcams arranged in two columns. The text
runs us follows: '

(R4 AR AR (R,

[ERI0O LikxE (&8 ..
(ER]..BEKEL 2R

(FRABIHREY  B(R). ...
[(BERICES SR (HR). .. ...

“[To behold in a dream] a sick person who sings: very unlucky. [To
behold in a dream]

[To behold in a dream] . | . who sings: very auspicious. [To behold
inadream], ... ..
[To behald in a dream] .

dream ... ...

-« a mirror: great riches. 'I'o behold in a

No. 332, Kao. 076
No. 333, Kao. 074
No. 334, Kao. 079
No. 335, Kao. oy
No. 336, Kao. o86
No. 337, Kao. ags
No. 338, Kuo. ogh

No. 339, Kuo. avs

No 348, Kao.061(1)
and (z2)

No. 353, Kao. 077
See Fix IIT
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[To behold oneself in a dream put on] new clothing: one will become
rich. {To behold} in a dream . . .. ..

[To behold in a dream] a writer: there will be a happy affair. [To
hehold in a dream].” ., ... ..

DOCUMENTS FROM YUTOGH

These mss. consisting of small strips of paper 120/40 mm.

They form a register and are wriiten in black ink, but all of
them still bear the traces of the official seal in red ink.

The seal still readable is from No. 357: #iff B [#E] ).

“Jeal of the sub-prefecture Pu-chang.”

DOCUMENTS FROM TOYUKHN

The documents from Toyukh are ali from a Buddhist temple, the
ruins of which have been explored and described. Besides pieces
relating to the administrations of the temple there are among them
remainders of letters and fragments of the Classics and, of course,
numerocus fragments of scrolls of Buddhist books. The documents
originate from the middle of the 6th to the end of the 8th century,

i.e., most of them date from the time of the T*ang Dynasty, but the -

oldest go back to the time of the Kings of Kao-ch‘ang at the end of
the 6th century. And amongst the last are to be found two of the most
interesting documents of the series of Toyukh: a small fragment of a
print from the year 594 A.D., one of the oldest specimens of printing
in existence, and a Buddhist Ms. which contains the complete list of
titles of the Kings of Kao-ch‘ang which were only known fragmen-
tarily hitherto. Altogether, these mss. show the continuity of the life
and the history of the temple before and after the Chinese conquest.
As soon as it came under the protection of the kings from the family
Ch'ii it became continuously a centre of Chinese culture especially
fostered by learned monks, of which the recovered fragments of the
Classics give cvideace enough. These fragmentary particutars about
our knowledge of the history of Kao-ch'ang under the dynasty of the
Cieii ¥ in the 61h century have to be consufted in connection with
Chavannes’ general picture of the time in Documents sur les Tou-hine
(Turcs) Occidentanx. As to the Chinese influence on the society and its
institutions of this court, sec also Maspero in Innermost Asia,
Appendix A, where a chronological list of the kings of the dynasty,
although incomplete, is to be found.
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1. Private DOCUMENTS

(a) A PRINTED FOSTER

Printed paper strip. Complete at top and bottom, but cut on right
and on left side. Large characters, 275/46 mm. Oth century.
The text reads:
...... ~OHHB FE B I 1Y S O
AAERITABRMLZOO
... 34th year yén-ch'ang' (=504 A.D.}, year chia-yin. Thereis a
vicious dog in the house. I'assers-by to take care.”
One of the oldest printed texts known. It was probably a placard
serving as a charm and destined to be pasted on the entry door.

(b) PAPERS RELATING TO THE ADMINISTRATION OF 4
BUDDHIST MONASTERY

A strip of paper. Torn at top, on right and left side, complete bottom,

Fragment of a register of land belonging to a monastery. It has
probably no connection with the register Toy. 11, 11.02 (h), at least
it is not for the same year, far the order in which the neighbours of
the four directions are enumerated is different.

Fragment {from the T“ang time) of a register of land belonging to the
temple, and let out on lease. The walled town Jf ch'éng mentioned
can only be Hsi-chou P which is not far from Toyukh.

(c) PRIVATE CORRESPONDENCE

Fragment of a sheet of paper. Complete text at top and on left
260/195 mm.
Small fragment of a private letter.

Small fragment of a private letter {from the T"ang time). The lester
is addressed to a monk of the Buddhist monastery of Toyukh.

Your small fragments:
(«) Fragment of a draft of a letter probably addressed by a monk
to a certain Chang Wei-chia il #i#¢ who may be identical
with the author of the fragment of the letter No. 373.

8

(_y)}'l‘wo small fragments of a Buddhist ms.
(8) A small Uighur fragment.

A small letter fragment.

t The period yén-ch'ang is a men-hao of the kings of Kao-ch'ang. See
Innermost Asia, App. pp. 986-7.

Na. 363
Fay. oy
See Fig

6
IV

No. 366

Toy. o4

No. 367

7

Toy. 1L 11. 02(h}

No, 372
Toy, o3

Ne. 393

5

Toy. 111 11 cz(f)

Na. 374
TFoy. 11

No. 375
Toy. 11

. o3z(a-b-
c-d)

- 1. o2(j)
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No. 176
Toy. 034

See Fig. V

11. Booxks

(a) cLASSICAL BOOKS
Four small fragments forming together the bottom park of a leaf.
In a very poor state. Eleven to thirteen characters (of the text) on a line.
162/215 mm. From the 7¥ang period.

Extracts of the Shu-ching,ch. 19/27D (L.1g) —29a (Li Hsing & i)
with the commentary of K‘ung An-kuo, with interesting variants,

The interlinear explanation is drawn from the shu i of Kfung
Ying-ta JLFI % . Tt is in another writing and has been added after,

OO0 & M i He ® A& oy FE
OO m ®2 g EEoL
it B AT A B
OO0 " s K \IE A ow w3
IR RIS
Mo Hwm oy g X
Mg B8 oy 2, 2K == v
s 4E | A o o oom B
51 | ;) » A n
& L N { S £ A B
ma wom B S o e og
O }‘x‘ﬁ_ ﬂﬁgﬁ = OB az ’EEE # gg‘ ﬁ%‘
e MELEZE o om Xy HEiw g 2K
& E‘?@Zn] }imr—\ wp ¥ =

Ko g pe i PRI R X 5
_.1__:1; :ﬁ%ﬂa H ,f_.\m& HEE B o i
m& apz B Ry Ry R OA

A B A ﬁg : E’e ) i

S . e o

B X g‘i m;k EQ

Z £ i

“ 4 P

A 3 5 K

2 # = % *

© 5 s oy

S i A
1L it #
O E 3 #n
o s ®

No. 376, Transcription of the fragments from the Shu-ch ing, (Li Hsing).
Toy. 044
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The sentences belong all to this text but they do not follow one
another: 121 characters of the text (not counting the commentary)
are missing between the first and sccond sentence; 3g9 characters
between the second and third; rg2 between the third and fourth,

Line 3 (text): K 38 for I1 j# (the character 7K is incomplete but
certain}. Interlinear commentary has Y' for 3.

Line 4{Commentary of K‘ung An-kuo: there is the character [N
missing after J . :

Line 6 (Commentary of Chéng Hsiian): one has to add %l
ALy %% 2 & between 2 and %) as the copyist has jumped from
the first Zl| to the second. Moreover, the two last characters do not
correspond with the actual text; possibly: JL 42 &, .

The commentary of K‘ung An-kuo in the Sung edition has
1, after k.

The interlinear commentary: the Sung edition has above # 3%
the character £%; at the end it adds #1.

Fragment of a scroll, cut on tep, on right and on left, complere at
bottom, 155/130 mm.

Extract from the Shu-ching with commentary of K‘ung An-
kuo JL % B, section Weén hou chih-ming 3 4% ;2 & (ed. Yian Yiian
BrE 3T, Sung-pén shik-san ching chu shu F A + = & it H, ch. 20
31a, .5-8) 25 characters of the text and 67 characters of the com-
mentary are lacking in the Ms. under the two characters of line 4.

L E T
fF g & A
®O% 2 ?
_— 7 R
T T 5 <
w B
woF T é‘r o
o i
Hoog F 4
* B o ﬁga A
Tt op g 4 B
+ fa U
oA R Mgl
TR ow o
ﬁ-.m j( jgjm *—1‘!5 ﬁt‘
2%z B 3 o1

Transcription of Fragment No. 377

No. 377
Tay. nt. e, o3(f)
See Fig. VI
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Toy, I, 0321
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Line 4 {commentary): ¥, The Sung cdition has 1 which is
in the text also in our ms.

{iE H ). ''he Sung edition has {if .
# 4% W,. The final 4, is not in the Sung edition.
Line 4-5 (text): &, The Sung edition has 4.

The translation of the text of our fragment would possibly run thus:
“and say: And yet they are my grand-uncles; they ought to have
compassion on my person! Oh, if there were only one whe would serve
me, the one (all alone in the world), then | could always rest calmly
upon the throne,”

“You manifold brought in order (my affairs) and protected me when
in distress. Such (men) as you [ admire (praise).”

This decree of investiture (fi¥) by king I’'ing{?) on Wén-kung (or
Wen-hou)' puzeled the commentators sbove all on account of the H in §4
{Legge, Ch. CI, 111, 619) who used it on a par with L ““therefore” but in doing
so were forced to complete it with a phrase like = 3% 7% ¥, For the notifica-
tion of the Royal presents in §4 separates the train of ideas, wheress this
Ppassage would best be placed after the end of § 3. Possibly this was due to a
transposition of the wooden slips {on which the decree was originally written).
As tar as our fragment is concerned the whote passage in § 3 {from % to )\)

altogether 25 characters are missing. That may also be duc to a transposition.
B.5.

Fragment of a scroll, cut on top, on right and teft, complete at
bottom. Small irregular characters. About 21 to 23 characters of the
text matter per line. 61/100 mm. 7th-8th century.

Fragment of the Lun-yii, section x1v, Hsien-wén T B (ed. Sung-

pén shih-san ching, ch. 14, 24; 15b, 18).

The commentary {in small characters) in double columns. The
{ext contains no variants.

! For the style of such #¥ and especially this one in question comp. T'so-
chuan, Ch. CL V, 205, Shi-chi 39,6*=M.1. IV, 103. Chavannes l.c. note 3
reminds us that the preface to the Shu-ching attributes the chaprer Wén-hon-
chih-ming to King I’'ing who addresses Wén-hou of Chin (780-746 w.c);
Sso-ma Ch'ien is supposed to put it into the mouth of King Hsiang who
speaks, in 632 1.¢., to Wén-kung of Chin {636-628 p.¢.) f.e. to the famous
Ch*ung-érh, but that is probably an error.
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The commentary in L 2: i i i 2 S Lk h N EA
ZHZRI B LKA BB | is unknown. There is no com.

mentary to this passage in the usual editions.
Line 4 contains the corumentary by K‘ung An-kuo.

Line 6, first column, has a quotation from the Shu-ching which
is found in the commentary of Chéng Hsiian 8§ 3, but there it is
not followed up by the two characters 2 £ and, thercfore, cannot
have been taken from it. It runs thus: & + j’ﬂ’ T in] (5 & 4%, The
second column is drawn from the commentary of Ma Jung I 8.
W RBURKHEIEEZ TR A,

The zerso contains some fragmentary characters from an invoice.

(b) ASTROLOGICAL MANUAL
Small fragments, cut on all sides.

They are those of a calendar, or of an astrological manual, con-
taming a fragmentary list of the 28 stellar mansions hsii 5, from the
middle of the Northern constellations to the end of the Western ones.
One has to read this script horizontally from right to left. Tt is not
difficult to restore the missing beginning and the end of the list as
the Asiu are enumerated in the normal order.

(c) BUDDHIST BOOKS
There are a huge number of fragmentary rolls of Buddhist
books. Maspero, partly with the help of P. Demiéville, has identified
the most important and longer ones; he does not, however, reproduce
the texts, but refers them to the texts in the Japanese edition of the
Chinese Tripitaka, the X IF ( 5 88 ) K #% 8K Taisho (Skinshii) Daizo-
kyo. He gives all the variants and interesting particularities. All other
fragments have only been transcribed but left out of the publication.
Most of the mss. date from the time of the T‘ang Dynasty, but
some of them are clder: two of them bear dates of the kings of the
Ch'G Dynasty of Kao-ch‘ang and had been written by order of these
rulers. Possibly some of those without a date may have the same
origin.
(x) FRAGMENTS OF THE SADDHARMAPUNDARIKA -SOTRA
Miao-fa lien-hua ching
1 : 5 % 4
Translated by Kumirajiva =
No. 380. Toy. I. 11. 04(d)
No. 381. Toy. v. v. 04

Taishé Daizohys 1.8, no. 262

ch. 1, p. 4, 1. 2-13

ch, 1, p. gh, 1. 18-p. 1ob,
1.21. End of chapter with
final title heading.

No. 379
Toy. 1. 1I. o7e
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No. 382. Toy. 1. 1L ogd{2), d(1)e . . ch. 2, p.14¢, l.21-152, L6
No. 383. Toy. o42i and Toy. 11, 11, 01(7} ch. 2, p. 152a-163, .13
and b, L1g—c, 1. 3

No. 384. Toy. ur.og2e (xxv) . . . ch. 3, p.23b, L1g-c, L4
No.38s5. Tov.oz g{c) . . . . . c¢h.3, p. 249, l29-b,1g
No. 386. Toy. .1.og{a) . . . . «ch. 4, p.28b, Lib-c 13
No. 387. Toy.o42(d) . . . . . chog,p. 28c lig-29a, 118
No. 388. Toy.o42h . . . . . ch.g,p. 3ob. l26-c, l10
No. 38g. Toy. 1r.o32(xv) . . . . ch.4,p. 333, l.29-29
No.qgo. Toy.wv.v.osk . . . . ch.g

No. 391. Toy. .. o8 (xix) . . . ch.g, p.3gs, Lig-22

No. 3g2. Toy. . o3z (x1x) . . . ch, 6, p. 50, L1g-p. 512, L4
No. 393, Toy. 1,032 (1vy . . . . ch.7,p.56b

No. 394, Toy. 1v.v.og{m) . . . . ch.7,p. s6b-c LI

Ne. 395. Toy. 0420 . . . . . chg,p. 57b

No. 396. Toy. 1v.v.05(h) . . . . ch.p |

No.3g7. loy.sv.v.og{d) . . . . ch.g

(B} FRACMENTS OF THE MAHAPARINIRVANA-SOTRA
(1} Ta pan-nieh-p'an ching
P LRLE S
Translated by T an-wu-ch‘an
¢ 1t =
No. 398. Toy. 1v. viIL o1
No. 399. Toy. 111, 11. o1d

Taishd Daizakys t.12, no. 374
ch. 7, p. 4044, I, 23-b22
ch. 27, p. §22¢, .21—29
(2) Ta pan-nieh-p‘an ching
I R g
Translated by Hui-yén 23X i =

No. 400, Toy. 11 I5. 02k
No. 401, Toy. 1v. vI. 02{c) .

Taishd Duizdkyd t.12,n0.275

ch. 5, p. 636b, L 4-16

ch. 25, p. 703D, L 15-18
(without alinea}

ch. 25, p. 7673, 1. 12-16

ch. 20, p. 772¢, 1. 20-22

ch. 33, p. 8253, . 22-b6

No. 4oz, Toy. 1v. vi. oz(b) .
No. 403. Toy. i1. 11. 02(b) .
No. 404. Toy. 11, 11, 02(L) .

(¥) FRAGMENTS OF VARIOUS TRANSLATIGONS OF THE
MAHAPRAJNAPARAMITA-S0TRA

(1) Ta pan-jo-po-lo-mi ching
P X W

Translated by Kumarajiva = Taisha Darzokyi 1.8, no. 223
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Fragment of roll, torn on right and in the corner of the right end from
bottom, complete at top and left and on the left part of the bottom
with big and small margins. On the left {with the colophon) the lines
are close and the characters irregular. The first line has 40 characters,
the following ones 34 or 35. Between the text and the colophon is the
title in big characters. 265/400 mm.

The fragment is dated: “the 3gth year yén-ch'ang $E 8, the
year chi-wei [, A, the 23rd day of the fifth month (=21st June, 59g).
The 13 first lines= Taishé Dyizokyvo, 1.8, no. 233, p. 3414, l. rob-1. 6.

This final fragment of chapter 18 of the Mahdprajidpdramiia-
sitra (transh. by Kumirajiva) had been copied in eight pulls by
order of King Ch‘ié 1lan-ku $# [ of Kao-ch'ang (581-601).
The final fragment of chapter 2o with the same colophon, but dated
“the 2oth year yen-ch’ang’’ (6oc) has been found by the Gtani Mission.

Kumarajiva—as is known-—had issued two translutions of the
Mahaprajidpdramitd, viz., a long one (ta p'in ching K& §£) and
a short one (sfao p'in ching /&) #8) and this fragment has the title:

Ko EH+A

The chapter division (chiian 48) of this Ms. is that of the Sung
Edition of the 13th century preserved in the Toshorys, the edition of
the Sung Dynasty of 128¢ (and the later editions of the Yian and
Ming} which are divided into 30 chapters; in all these editions the
passage contained in our fragment farms the 18th chapter. It differs
from the Corean Edition {and in consequence from the divisions
of all modern Japanese editions which follow this) which -has 27
chapters. In this edition our passage forms the end of chapter 16. It
also differs from the ms. of the T ang period preserved in the Skésin,
which is divided into 40 chapters and where our passage is found
included in chapter 25, but not at the end (as there follows another
complete section).

THE COTLOPHON

Each phrase of the celophon is an allusion to a passage of the
Buddhist literature, in particular of the Makdprajiidpdramitd and can
only be understood in relation to the doctrines of the texts from where
it has been taken. There is also un allusion to the Tao-té-ching Jii 18
(viz., Ay %) which shows that this book was in vogue cven in the
Buddhist sphere of Central Asia at this period.

The most interesting part of the colophon are the titles of the
King {Ch*ii Han-ku who ordered the eight copies of the siitra of
which the fragment found by Stein and the Otani fragment are the
remainders) because it is here for the first time that they appear

No. 403
Toy. ogza
See Fig, VII
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absolutely complete.! They consist of two parts: a Chinese one and
a non-Chinese one,

(1) The Chinese titles are nearly the same as those of the predecessors
of Ch'ii Han-ku, but a little raised up in rank,

(2) The titles which follow the Chinese onc and which are composed
of 22 characters, transcribe foreign words. They werc already par-
tially known by the inscription of 575 of the Ning-shuo chiang-chiin
B ¥ WYL of the King of Kao-ch'ang, Ch’ii Min which had the
first six characters (of which four are erased) and the three last
ones and two characters which are not to be found in the colophons:
HOOXLBPUYRLFZ A RN hei . . . to-fou-tieh-wu-hai-hsi-li-fa.

The 2z characters of the Sicin M8, transcribing the foreign names
are: & 3 05 & VR IR OF 18 U 3 0 56 7% 0 Pl 37 ol B I8¢ O A 1) 8

disi - chin - shik - 10 - for - po - ni ~ wei-i-li-ti-tu-lu-ti-t* o-ton-o(a)-po-mo

.. < hsi-li-fa.

The transcription of these titles in the pronunciation of the 7th
century is reconstructed by Maspero as:

x'i-g’z'an-f.:'-ta-b‘:?u—baS-n’f-riua:'—‘z'-l’i-di.ez'-fuo—fuo-difi-dﬁ-dgu-

'd-pd-md-x'i-Fi-piun b,

Titles well known in Central Asia are found therein: ergin . . .
ildi turdi tardu apama. Maspero continues: “On trouve donc ici une
titulature qui se rencontre également chez les Turcs, mais clle se
présente sous une forme linguistique non turque que rappelle celle
que M. Pelliot reléve dans ‘les nombreux titres que les 1 ou-kiue
avaient empruntés aux Avares’.” (See Pelliot, Neuf notes sur des
questions d'Asie Centrale in T oung-pao, 1929, p. 228, note}. “K'iu
Han-kou qui prend cette série de titres non chinois était monté sur
le tréne quelques années aprés la ruine de P'empire des Avares; ces
titres ont donc chance 'avoir été¢ donnés {comme les titres chinois)
i ses prédécesseurs.”

In any case——whatever these forcign titles may mean—these
double titles of the kings of Kao-ch‘ang show clearly their effort—
which was not always crowned with success—to maintain a sort of
balance between the influence of the neighbours of the north (who-
soever they were, first the Avars and then the Turcs) and that of
those in the cast.

ms. consisting of two fragments from one and the same roll. Tom

Toy.1w.at.01a {1,2)  away on all sides. 12 lines. 17 to 18 characters on cach line. 61/217 mm,

The colophon is dated (in a %, lines 11-12):
OQOPMUMEIP]ITFELAFTRN.. ..

1 See Tnunermaost Asia, 11, p. 619,
% The ms. of the Otani Mission and the Stein ms. read 2k po.
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“Siitras collected by the family Ch‘i. Completed to copy on the
15th day of the 7th month of the year chig-un.”

The family Chfi 48 is that of the kings of Kao-ch®ang who
had to hand over their kingdom in 646 to the Chinese, who made it
into a prefecture . The speciat form of the character {lt (line 11) is
one of the forms used to show the inteantion to avoid the personal
name of the Emperor T‘ai-tsung of the T ang (623-649). It is only
used in the colophon (a profane text), but not in the text of the holy
book (cf. 1. 9 and 10). Therefore, the Ms. must have been written
between 621 and 646; within this¥{:riud the only year with cyclical
characters, the second of which is 4, is 634, a year chia-wu.

ms. Ch. 18§, p. 3412 20-h6,
ms. Ch. 27, p. 4174 26—419¢ 4.

(2) Ta pan-jo-po-lo-mi ching
Translated by Hsiian-tsang ¥ 8 = Taishé Daizokyé t.5-7.
Ms, Ch. 434 (t.5), p. 182b-26c 17.

ms. Ch. éoo (£.6), p. 1105¢ 20-1100a 18,

Belongs for certain to the Mahiprajfiaparamira, transl. by Hsoban-
tsang but Maspero has not been able to find this passage in the 1oce
chapters of this work.

(3) Ta Chih-tu Lun KEE &
Commentary of Nigarjuna, translated by Kumarajiva= Taisho

Daizékyd, t.25, Na. 1509.
ms. Ch. g8, p. 7433 26-by,

(8) FRAGMENTS OF THE VAJRACCHEDIKA-sOTRA
(1) Chin-kang pan-jo-po-lo-mi ching
& WIRR 35 U 4 % R

Trunslated by Kumarajiva = Taishe Daizohyo .8, No. 213

No. 413, Toy. 1. mio2a . . . . ms. p.748¢, Lag—p. 7493, 1.2
Ne. 414. Toy. L1, 0gd(6} . . . mMs p.749b 21-¢,14

Ne, g15. Toy. o ioog(b) . . . . ™S p. 7494, 1.28—750a, l.19
No, 416. Toy. L. 1L og{e) . . . . ms p.740b, la~12

No, 417. Toy. . 1. 05(b}) . . . m™s. p.751b,l.2z-29

No. 418. Toy. 1. 1.o1(j) . . . . Ms. p,751b, lLag-c, 1.4

No. 419. Toy. 1. 1. 05d.3. ms. p.752b, L3~10

No, 407
Toy. o42a
No. ;08
Toy. L. 11. 06

MNo. 409

Toy. 1. 1. 06 (a~b-¢)
No. 410

‘T'oy. 030 (a~b-c)
No. 411

Tay. o4ze

Neo. 412
Toy. 11. 1. o1t (1)



No. 420
Toy. 1. 1L. 05, I(5)

No. 421

Toy. 1. 11. o8(1)
No, 422

Toy. ag2b

No. 423
Toy. [. 1. o7d

No. 424
Toy. o42g

MNo. 425
Toy, 1. 11. 051 (1)

No. 426
Toy. wut. a3zt

Moa. 427
‘Toy. 1. 11. 04{c}

MNo. 428
Toy. s 1. o1
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None of these mss., like the Corean, Sung, ete. editions, show
the division into chapters, contrary to the printed Yian editions
which have the division with title headings.

(2) Kuan-ting ching if# TELEE

Translated by Srimitra = Taishé Daizokyo, t. 21, No. 1331.

ms. Ch. 12, p. 532C 10-15.

ms. Ch. 12, p. 5362 28-bs.
ms. Ch. 1, p. 5¢ 23-610.
({) FRAGMENTS OF TIIE VINAYA

(1) VINAYA OF THE MAHISASAKA

Mi-sha-sai pu ho-hsi wu-fén i {8 ¥ S B &R A R
Translated by Buddhajiva and Chu Taoc-shéng 43 2k
= Taishé Daizéhkys, 1. 22, No. 142,

(¢) VINAYA OF THE STIAVIRA ! PRATIMOKSA OF THE BHIKSUNI
Ssii-fén pi-ch'iu-mi chieh pén
M3k IR K A
= Taisha Daizakya, t. 22, No. 1431,

MS. p. t036b, 1, 13-27

(;) FRAGMENTS OF VARIOUS BUDDHIST BOOKS

(1) Ms. Abkidharmakosasdstra of Vasubandhu
A-pi-ta-mo-chii-shé-lun W] 18 15 B 4 3 ch, 12,
tr. by Hslan-tsang
{= Taishé Daizokys, t. 29, No. 1558) p. 63a, L. 22-29.
(2) Ms. Wet-mo-ch'i so-shuo ching HE 15 25T S ch, 1
(= Taishd Daizékys, t. 14, No. 475) D. 542b, 1-4.
(3) ms. Yén-wang ching 1 E.¥E ch. 2.
‘Pranslated by Kumirajiva (= Taishé Daizgkys t. 8, No. 245)
p. 8312, 23-28.
(4) ™s. Pei-hua ching 35 W #E ch. 8.
(= Taishd Daizakyt t.3, Neo. 157) p- 2(8c11-219u 7.
(5) ms. Tsa-pao-tsang ching HE PE R ch. 1.
(= Taishi Daizokys, t. 4, No. 203) p. 451¢ 25-452b 16,
=History of Queen Lien-hua,, cf. abridged in Chavannes,
ina cents contes ef apologues, traduits du Tripitaka chinois, 111, 11-12,
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DOCUMENTS FROM YAR-KHOTO

BupnuIisT Books

{#) FRAGMENTS OF THE SADDHARMAPUNDARIKA-S0TRA

Miao-fa lien-hua ching
Translated by Kumarajiva (= Taisho Daizokys, t. g, No. 2b1)

us, Ch. 7, s6c 2-7.

Ms. Ch. 7, 59a 14-3L.

o
-
i

. Ch. 3, 168¢ z0-26,
e
ms. Ch. 5, 173¢ 26-174a 18.

ms. Ch. 7, 1932 17-29.

(B) FRAGMENTS OF THE VAJRACCHEDBIKA-STUTRA

Chin-kang pan-jo-po-lo-mi ching
Translated by Kumirajiva (= Taishd Daizdkyo, t. 8, No. 225).

™S, p. 7494 17-27-
MS, P. 749€ 1722,

MS.

(y) FRAGMENTS OF THE MAHAPARINIRVANA-SOTRA
Ta pan-nieh-p'an ching
Translated by T an-wu-ch®an (= Taishé Daiz6kyo, t.12, No.374)
Mms. Ch, 18, p. 471¢ 284722 4.
zs. Ch, 33, p. 561¢ 19~562a 13.

(5) FRAGMENTS OF FANG-KUANG TA CHUANG-YEN CHING
TR
(= Taishé Daizalyo, t. 3, No. 187).

ms. Ch. 11, p. 6082 18-21.

ms. Ch. L, p. 540b 1928

MNo. 429
Yar. o2y
Nu. 430
Yar. I, 1. 01
No. 431
Yar. 012
No. 432
Yar. o4
No. 333
Yar. 013

No. 434
Yar, 018
No. 135
Yur, 031
No. 436
Yar. o6

No. 437
Yar, 033-034
No. 438
Yar. yo1

No. 439
Yar. 016
No. 440
Yaur. 038



No. 441

M.B. c13, cisa,
or3b, o16, oi7
MNo. 442

M.B. o1-c2

No. 444
Y. 1L o3

No. 445
Y. 1. 030
No. 446
Y. 1. 028

No. 448
Balaw. o163
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DOCUMENTS FROM MURTUKH
Buppnist Books

FRAGMENTS OF TIIE SADDHARMAPUNDARIKA-SOTRA
Translated by Kumirajiva (= Taishé Daizchys, t. g, No. 262),

Print. Ch. 2, p. roa 24-b3.

Print. Ch. 2, p. 11¢ 23-12a 1,

DOCUMENTS FROM THE TARIM BASIN

Three short series of documents dating from the T ang Dynasty have
been connected under this title. The first two were found in the
N.-L. part of the Tarlin Basin, at Ying-p‘an on the way from Turfin
to the Lop-nér and not far from there at Balawaste in the Oasis of
Demoko, All three contain official documents, unfortunately few in
number and in a very bad condition. Their chief interest for us lies in
the fact that they demonstrate the way in which the Chinese adminis-
tration expanded throughout Central Asiain the 7th and 8th centuries.
The mss. of Ying-p‘an and those of the Mazir-tagh come from the
postal relay service; thuse of Balawaste from the granary. In addition,
there was a Buddhist temple at Mazar-tagh where Chinese was
spoken which has provided us, besides fragments of Buddhist
literature, with remains of account books of the treasurer similar
to the long fragment which Chavannes hus issued, although it is very
much shorter,

1. DOCUMENTS FROM YING-P'AN

A sheet of paper. Petition of the 2nd platoon of the pavillion on the
right.

The word IR #ui would scem to show that the petition originates
from a military source.

Ms. A small slip of paper. _ Y

ms. A narrow slip of paper. A fragment of a private letter {?),

11, DOCUMENTS FROM BALAWASTE

A paper fragment. 263/210 mm. Dated: June 790.
The story would appear to be concerned with the following:
““A man of the people” J ¥F has pledged his bull for a loan of sco
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ch'ien; the lender (a native) after he had got possession of the bull did
not pay the money within the time agreed upon in the contract. Then
he brought it up later but refused 1o hund bLack the bull. The borrower
insists that the bull be handed back since 1he loan was not paid over
within the stipulated time limit.

Fragment of a scroll of paper, almost entirely destroyed.
Ouly two lines remain. 265/85 mm.

1. DOCUMENTS FROM THE MAZAR-TAGH
(O KHOTAN)

Ms, A picce of rough paper, complete at the botiom, torn on top and
on the right- and left-hand side, One side is written in Brahmi, the
other in Chinese. 55/80 mm,

Fragment of a report about an accident that happened on a
journey by horse to a man by the name of Yi-nu { JE4{), a groom,
while the author of the report was the traveller whom he was accom-
panying. The groom, who was feeling ill, dismounted from his horse
and had an attack of faintness, He regained consciousness, had a
stroke, The last words scem to indicate that he died and that the
traveller had to bring the horse back himself,

Petition of Chang Jih-hsing 4k 1 |
Fragment of a private letter.

A piece of paper. Dated: 4th day of the 1oth month of the 6th yeur
chéng-yiian P{ JC., i.e., 215t November 632.

Fragments of an account book, It probably deals with additional
pay in kind granted to the employees of the kuan §5.

Ms. Fragment of a grain account.
Mms, Fragment of a private letter,

M$. Perhaps the fragment of a petition concerning a vacant plot of
land,

ms. Fragment of the accountsof the temple{the same that Chavannes
described, Documents, Nos, 96g-974).

Ms. Smaull piece of paper. Probably fragment of a similar account
for another year.

ms. Two fragments of paper.
Fragment of a petty cash account which seems to be different
from the general account of the temple in Chavannes, Documents,

NO. 440
Balaw. crbo

No. 453
Mr. tagh o478

Ne. 434
Mr. tagh ob32
No. 455
Mr. tagh o628
No. 456
Mr. tagh o633

Neo. 457

Mr. tagh cé31
No. 458

Mlr. tagh 0634(z)
No. 459

Mr. tagh ofz3

Na, 460
Mr, tagh obzg

Neo. 461
Mlr, tugh ofizy

No, 462
Mr. taxh o634(1)
and (4)



No. 465
Mr. tagh ob34(3)

No. 466
Mr, tapgh obz1
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Naos. g6-972, for the money is never counted in L{ kuran, even when
the sum was more than 1ooo chi'fen.

A piece of paper,

Probably a fragment of a testimonial for a deceased. The “com-
pletc body” 4§ is that of Buddha Prabhitaratna, To-pao-
iu-lai, who was buried intact after his nirvina in his stapa of the Seven
Delights and who continues to exist in order to appear every time
when a Buddha in some world shows the Lotus of the True Law,
Saddharmapundarika (Mico-fa lien-hua) to living beings.

A small piece of paper,

List of the alms mude at a monastery or convent by a male or a
female deccased (“a disciple of the pure belief™). T is part of the
testimonial in his favour that was burnt at his funeral.

DOCUMENTS FROM KHARAKHOTO

Hsi Hsia period and Mongol period.

Kharakhoto near Etsingol has rendered a rich harvest of docu-
ments of the lisi llsia period and the Mongol period, as well as a
unique document of the T ang Dynasty. The first are almost all in
Hsi Hsia seript; those in Chinese put an insoluble problem: they are
dated in a mien-hao of the Liao, Le,, of the Ch'i-tan whereas the
ousis was dependent on the Hsi Hsia M B, i.c., the Tangut. They
are private documents and fragments of the account book of a pawn-
broker. The docuinents of the Mongol period are the most important
of the series, After the Oasis of Kharakhoto, which was then called by
aname which Marco Polo transcribed as Ftzina and the Chinese call
I-chi(tsi)-nai 95 4€ 7%, hud been the central seat of the military con-
scription area under the rule of the Hsi Hsia, the wei-fu chiin I, i &
became a ft B in 12206 and from 1286 a general prefecture fsung-
kuan-fu #44% KT that was subsidiary to the province hsing shang-shu-
shéng T 701 B4 of Kansu ( Yiian-shik 6o, 17a).

At the head of a generul prefecture of second rank (e.g., at
I-chi-nai) was a darughaéi 3 §Q {E #i1 who had a general prefect
ts'mng-kuan Y with the same rank attached to him, They were
both in charge of civil affairs (particularly agriculture} and military
affairs; their subordinates were an assistunt called ¢ ung-shih ] 50
as well as a comptroller p‘an-kran B, whose duty consisted in
checking the accounts and who was concerned in general with the

Ei'a T tou-bsia.

' T'he darughads J& -Sf} ,”: ﬁ’f‘ was also the head of an “‘entrusted" territory”
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administration of the less important services, There was also a criminal
judge t'ui-kuan i B (a position created in 1296), who was in charge
of punishments and prisons. He must have been at the head of the
criminal court hsing-fang B, many documents of which have been
recovered. A number of departiments completed this organisation
(Yiian-shik g1, 6a-7b).

A military colony #ui-t'ien #1 M was established at T-chi-nai in

1286. It was of no great importance and was only given goo mou -

{Ibid., 69, 13a).

In our documents, the governor of 1-chi-nai is not mentioned by
his title, but an account of the atfairs is sometimes rendered to the
princes of the Imperial family, who must have held this position.
These princes, who were doubtless of small importance and hardly
came from the main branch, cannot be found in the genealogy of
the Yiian-shih.

(1) Documents from the T‘ang Period

ms, completely perfect. .

Lt is the signature of an official letter with the name of the sender.
The date, Yung-t‘ai, 2nd year (706) is correct; the nien-hao had only
been changed in the 11th month. But the appearance of a document
from the 1T"ang period is unique in this locality as no other document,
be it numismatic or a Manuscript dated farther back than the begin-
ning of the 11th century has been found (if one omits the inevitable
pieces dated k' ai-yiian which in themselves are never conclusive).

(2) Documents from the Ch¢-tan (Liao) Period

A small list of manuscripts, all of which are fragments of the same
accounts, are dated from the Liaoc period. They are isolated within
the Chinese series from Kharakhoto, which almost entirely belongs
to the Mongol epoch. It is possible that some of the Buddhist prints
also date back to the Liao time, but Maspero has dealt with all of
them under the Yiian period, because it was impossible to charac-
terise them with certainty and because he did not wish to separate
the Buddhist literature. The same applies to a smal} group of Hsi
Hsia documents (pp. 258-59).

(2) REGISTER OF A PAWNBROKER

Ms. consisting of six pieces of paper ail of which are badly torn.
It is the register of the security centracts of P‘¢i Sung, a pawn-
broker, for the first days of the 5th month of the year 1121. No

Ne. 473
KK. ¥i. oza

See Fig. VIiI

No. 474
KK. n1. oz53a

{1-v1)



No. 475
KK. 1. o270 xxi

No. 476

KK, 1. 0232 ww

No. 477
KK. 11, 026350

Neo. 478
KK. 1. o285b (1v)

No. 479
KK. org2t
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contract is compiete, but it was easy to restore one out of the others
and even to find the figures of the loans, when the text gave both the
interest and the total of the capital with interest,

The period t'fen-ch'ing K B¢ appearing in all six contracts is a
reign-period of the Liao, which only lasted for 10 yeurs (the contracts
date from the 2oth to the 26th May, 1121). It is not surprising that
the news of the fall of the cupital of the Liao at the end of the year
1120 to the Chin, and the flight of the Emperor of the Liao, had not
reached Kharakhoto even five months later. The difficulty liesin quite
another fact; Kharakhoto was dependent on the Hsi Hsia and not
on the Liao, and the Isi Hsia had their own reign periods (nien-kao).
It is difficult to understand why the documents are dated in reign
periods of the Liao and not in those of the Hsi Hsia. The personal
name of the pawnbroker (Sung) had been left blank in the six docu-
ments; it appears only once in fragments of No, 475.

Fragments of the same register as the preceding one (0z53a), continu-
ing the same month and year,

Fragments. Continuation of the same register as No. 474.

(b) MEDICINE

MS. a piece of paper.
Name of a medicament (?): this frugment might be the remains
of a medical recipe.

A print. The bottom part of the leal is complete and margins on the
right and at the bottom, torn and cut at the top and on the left.

Fragment of a book on medicine,
The werso is a report on the execution of an imperial order,

(3) Documents from the Yiian Period

1. OFFICIAL DOCUMENTS

CORRESPONDENCE OF THE PROVINCIAL GOVERNOR-GCENERAL
WITH THE GENEHRAL PREFECTURE

A piece of paper cut out in strips, The beginning of an official letter,

i H. OERRENRE(HBREHR]E/EHR

“Respectfully . . . The assistant of the Left (of the Genersl
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Province of Kan, Shu and other places) presents his greetings and
best wishes to His Excellency the darughadi (of the General Prefec-
ture of the sphere of) I-chi-nai. . . »

ms. Large piece of squared paper.
Draft of an official fetter from the Mongol period,

ms. Leaf well preserved.
Fragment of a cadastral register,

Ms. A sheet of paper,
Report of an accident which oceurred on account of the wrong
handling of a flood gate.

DOCUMENTS FROM THE OFFICE DEALING WITH CRIMINAL
maTTERs (R H %)

Ms. A sheet of paper, complete at the top, at the bottom and on the
right and cut on the left-hand side. 250/230 mm.
Dated: sth month of the4th year chif-yiian(June, 12670r 1338).1
Collection of petitions, probably the private register of Lung
Shih-ying §E #if A where he copied those petitions which he had to
draw up.

Ms. The bottom part of a sheet. 142/67 mm, Report on the arrest
of brigands,

Ms. Sheet complete at the top, the bottom and on the right side, but
torn on the left. 275/142 mm,

Documents dealing with an enquiry about a theft. None of 1he
persons mentioned is Chinese,

DOCUMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC GRANARY

Ms. Imperfect on all four sides. 165/270 mm.
Oficial accounts of the provisions of the garrison of Kharakloto
from 1309 to 1311,

Ms. Large sheet of paper, complete at top and bottom cut on both
right and left side. 265/185 mm,

Account of the state of the granary Kuang-chih [ §j | the official
granary of I-chi-nai at the end of Spring of 1356

PRINT .AND MS. 250/165 mm.,

Traces of a great seal in red ink in the middle of lines 7-12,

! Two dates are possible (1267 and 133%) for the Yoan had two periods
chih-ytian and there is no indication in the text to which it refers,

No. 180
KK. o1171

No. 481
KK. oiz0a

Na. 482
KK. 1, oz3z2¢cc

No. 483
KK. ors0a

No. 489
KK. or17a

No. 492
KK. 1. 0231¢

MNo. ;00
KK, 1v. aga (1)

No. 501
KK, orsob

No. a6
KK. or17d (1)



No. 507
KK. o118aa (1-1v)

MNo. 508
KK. 1. 02322

No. 517
KK. 1v. o4h, j, k

Na. 520
KK. 1. o232e

No. 521
KK. L. e232p

No. 522
KK. c117ufi)

No. 523
KK. o117w

No. 529
KK. 1v. 04. i
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Sheet containing tax demand and receipt. The beginning (in
print) is the general formula stating the nature of the tax; the end
(handwritten) gives the particular detail of the tax due and paid.

REGISTER OF A LAND TAX

ms. Five small slips of paper. Da.tc_d: (9th month of 1363).
Fragment of a register dealing with land tax.

Ms. Piece of paper. 173/150 mm.
Fragment of a register about land tax or a register about the rent
of farms.

REGISTER OF TAXES PAID IN CASH

Three fragments of the same decument.
Probably fragments of a register of incoming taxes in cash(?)
for the year 1349.

YARIOUS FRAGMENTS

Ms, Fragment of a paper. 85/100 mm,
List of Imperial decrees of the 14th century.

Ms. Torn slip of paper written in cursive.
Fragment of a petition (?7)

M$. Slip of paper torn at bottom.

Apparently fragment of an official letter conveying an order of
the ¢'i-tiao kuar HE W 'EH Va-tsao ER).

The hsing-shu-mi-yiian {7 & ¥ F{ of Kansu and other places
created in 1311 consisted of four officials called #’i-tiao-kuan; they
were in charge of the arms and horses in the province ( Yiian-shik

86, 2a).

Ms. Slip of paper, torn at top, complete at bottom.

Oflicial letter in answer to the hsitan-wei-ssi ‘g 4 7] of Ch'a-han-
nao-érh (TFsaghan-ndr) B ZE JE 5. The hsiian-wei-ssit 'H B 5] are
the departments concerned with the troops stationed in the provinces,
Ch'a-han-nao-érh F£%E Ji§i B, is one of the five fu Jif of the military
department Astian-wei-ssid. In charge of it were three divisional
generals tu-yiian shih R{OILRR and two divisional vice-generals
Ju tu-yiian shih Gl &% 7C Ol and two chlen tu-yian shih 5 & 3560

M8, Slips complete at the top, torn at the bottom and cut on the right
and on the left.

Fragment of a report on the site to be developed for the military
colony J-chi-nat (7). A military colony {3 HJj existed at I-chi-nai which
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was dependent on the /u }& Ning-hsia % B which Khublai Khan
had founded in 1279 with a detachment of soldiers from the military
colony of Kan-chou # M in Kansu in 1281, and which in 1285 was
reinforced by an additional zoo men from that district. The sites
which were developed through the openings of the canals and the

clearing of the land by this military colony were of g1 ch'ing 50 mou
( Yian-skik 100/8b).

Mms. Slip of paper torn at top, bottom and on left, cut on right.
Cadastral register; the boundaries of a site,

Mms, Small, very torn piece of paper.
Official correspondence about land survey.

11, PrivaTe DOCUMENTS

CONTRACTS

Mms, Complete at top, on right and left side, torn at bettom.

Draft of a contract for a loan of money. (The first line was written
twice.) The interest that should have been paid was to have been
inserted in a gap at the end of line 2. The terms of the loan are very
short, only 37 days (five wecks), not counting the days when the loan
was made and repaid. But it is not certain whether sweekly accounts
were usual in Central Asia at that time.

Ms. Three small fragmentary sheets of paper torn at top, complete
at bottom, cut on right and on left sides,
Fragments of loan contracts.

ms. Smatl fragments very torn.
Epistolary in form. No drafts, but copies.

Ms. Smali piece of paper on both sides of which characters are
written in no order and in all directions.
Writing exercise.

Ms, Small slip of paper, complete at top with margin; the other sides
are torn,
Fragment of an account book.

ms. Small piece of paper very torn.
Fragment of an account book,

111. LLITERARY FRAGMERNTS

Print. 82 very small fragments, varying between 2 and 4o characters,

No. 3530
KK. ori8b

No. 531
KK. 1. 03b (1)

No. 546
KK. vii, o3a

No. 547
KK. or1dwwia)

No., 551
KK, o152

No, 361
KK. oz231a

No. 562
KK. 1. oz3zw

No. 503
KK, 1. 0232bb

No. 564
KK, 1. o1



No. 565
KEK. II. oz3623a

No. 571
KK, ori18wwi(b)

No. 566
KK. 1. ozsse
(1) (1)
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22 characters a line. A regular double-lined frame at the top, bottom,
and on the sides of the pages.
T*ung-chien-kang-m: JL @M B ch. 21.

The text by Chu Hsi % & printed similar to the usual form:
in large characters as was done for the portions of the Ch'un-£s'iu and
in small characters as for the T'so-chuan. Neither the Tung-chien-
kang-mu shu-fa | | | | # % by Liu Yu-i & A & (first part of
the t3th century) nor the T'ung-chien kang-mu chih-shik | | | | K
by Féng Chih-shu #§ # &F (with preface of 1465) are added to it.
As is well known, the edition of 1496 by Huang Chung-chao
% v B combined these two works with extracts of other commen-
taries.

The fragments which Maspero has identified date from the r1th
month of the sth year ‘ai-ho A 11 of the Emperor Ti-yi % 2 of
the Chin Dynasty (370) until the 1oth month of the 2nd year #ai-
yiian of the Emperor Hsiao-wu # J of the same Dynasty (375).

Also other fragments of the same work which Maspero has not
identified but which come from other chapters.

Print. Five small fragments from the middie pages, incomplete on all
sides. Six lines; z2 characters a line.

Fragments of a number of critical statements p‘ing #F of Sun
Shéng FRBE, a writer of the 4th century, which were probably part
of a collection of various literary pieces from the works of Sun Shéng,
which kke his historical works disappeared since the Sung Dynasty.
Maspero, however, was unable to place this work. He found four of
these fragments in the commentary to the Chan-kuo-ts’é according
to which he reconstructed them.

No. 1= Chan-kuo-t5'€, Wei-ts'é 2, 2a.

No. 2=1hid., 3, 9b.

Nos. 3 and 4=3bid., 6, 11a,

No. 5 (not found).

These scetions are quoted withont titles in the “Wei-ts“8,"” con-
trary to the ones here where each one has a title.

For Sun Shéng, see Giles, Biogr. Diet. No. 1815,

Print. Bottom of sheet.
Fragment of a dictionary arranged by characters; character F,

1v. CALENDARS

Ms. ‘I'wo picces of paper, cut at top, complete at bottom, torn on
right- and on lcfi-hand sides. Covered in writing with Hsi Hsia script
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as well as some lines in Chinese which occurs in the spaces between
the lines. In No. 1 it occurs regularly but in No. 11 only after lines 7-11.

Fragment of an almost complete copy of the prefatory matters
of a calendar for which an old !ls1 Hsia document had been used.
Date: the chung-ch'i ¥ § and chich-ch'i ¥ §8 from the gth to the

12th month (between 11 and | the chtng-ch's of the 1oth month ta-

hsiteh A E is missing) for the year 1157 or 1igs.

Mms. Piece of paper, complete at top and bottom, torn on right and
left side. The punctuation is in red ink, g5/114 mm.

Fragment of a copy of the prefutory matter of a calendar, The
lucky and unlucky days are pointed out in it

Print. Small piece of paper, on the back of which Hs¢ Hsia characters
are written.
Fragment of the prefatory matter of a calendar.

Print. Very torn sheet of paper. Upper part of page and left-hand
corner of lower part missing 200/120mm.
Fragment of a calendar,

v. TaolsT LITERATURE

Upper part of sheet of paper with small margin, 8 mum. in width,
Complete at top, torn at bottom, cut on right and left sides. 200 /200 mm.

Fragment of a Taoist book which Maspero was unable to
identify in the Tao-ts‘ang (5 #K).

vi. BuppuisT LITERATURE
(A) SADDHARMAPUNDARIKA-SUTRA:

Fragments of the Miao-fa len-hua ching.
Translated by Kumarajiva= Taishd Daizdkyd, t. g, No, 262,

{a) Print. Incomplete piece of sheet of paper, torn at top and bottom,
on right and left sides. Four lines: 10 large characters a line,
120/68 mm.

Ch. 1, p. 56¢, 2—4. No varians.

Yiian print. The punctuation of the text is done by hand in
small circles in black ink.

{B) Print. Page of a book in form of an accordion, complete at top
and bottom with margins, cut te the folds on right and left side
Sixteen characters a line on the left side, in the prose part; 15 charac-
ters (three to five words separated by blanks) on the right sides.

No. 567
KI. 11. oz77eee

No. 568
KK, 11 0292j

No. 569
KK. oc118g

No. 571
KK. 1v. o4b

No. 572
KK. 11. o2y6hhh

No. 573
KK. L. 11. o2y



. No.szq
KEK. 11. 0297cc

No. 573
KK, 11. oz6a

No. 576
KK, IIL ozor

No. 577
KK. ui. ozos

No, 578
KK, 11, oz90t (1-4)

Ne. 579

KK. 1L o290t
No. 580

KK, 11. 258u

No. 581

KK, 11, o269 1
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185/170 mm. The upper margin 20 mm.; the lower margin 13 mm.
Ch. 2, p. r1a, 29-b18. No variants,
Fragment of the T'ien-p‘in miao-fa len-hua ching.

Translated by Jadna-and Dharmagupta= Taishd Daizokys, t. g,
No. 264.

(v} Print. Piece of paper, complete at top with margin, torn at
bottom, cut on right and left sides. Five lines: 14 characters a line.
130/82 mm. Height of the upper margin: 1z mm.

Ch. 7, p. 192. Cf. same passage in T‘ang ms. Toy. 1v. v, o8h.
No variant.

Yiian print,

(8) Print, Four fragments. |
Ch, 7, p. 56a 26-c2z. No variant.

(¢) Print, Sheet of paper complete on top and bottom, cut on the
folds right side, torn on left.

Ch. 7, p. 572 7-12.
(L) Print.

Ch. 7, p. 578 7-11.

(B) YAJRACCHEDIKA-SUTRA

Fragment of the Chin-kang pan-jo-po-lo-mi ching.
Translated by Kumirajiva = Tafshé Daizokys, t. 8, No. 235.
(«) Print. '
P- 749¢ 21-7502 18. No variant. The book is divided into sections
J3 with titles, which no other edition gives.
Yiian print.
(B) Print.
p- 749, 25-28. Corresponding to No. o290 t. {1} L.4-§, (2) I.1.

Similar division into sections.
Yiian print.

() Print.
P- 7492 24-28. No variant,
Yiian print.

(8) Print. .
p. 7504 1216, Corresponding to No. oz2g9c t. (4) 1—7. This is not

ancther copy of the same edition but a copy of an altogether different
edition.
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(&) Print. Two consccutive fragments.

(1)=55/204 mm.

(1) =60/204+42=246 mm.

p. 750 ¢, §5—751a 6: no variant.

Division is in sections, similar to the above, but the titles are
lost.

Yiian print.

(L) Print,
p- 749b. 14-16.

(x) Print. Portion of the lower part of a book. p. 7492 6-11 and line 12.

L. g-12 with variants. These four lines consist of eight regular
verses of five words cach (a part of the four lines on the lower part
of the page still remaining).

(8) Print. Part of ascroll, connected with the preceding. 14 lines, o
characters (two verses of five words) a line. 57/163 mm.

p- 75¢b-22.

Continuation of the preceding No. with divisions in sections
and additions in verse.

(+) Print. Portion of a scroll attached to the preceding. 14 lines, 10
characters (two verses of five words each) a line. 1oe/163 mm.

28 verses of five words with regular rhyme. The last verse has
no rhyme,

(x) Print. Four fragments of a book folded in accordion form,
194/462-4538-+378 mm.=1 m. 658 mm.

p. 748¢c2 6-751b 27. No variant.

The text is divided into sections 4¥ with titles and is numbered.
Section 1 and beginning of Section 2 are missing.

(X) Print. Three fragments of the same book not in sequence.
u (1) ~- p. 75102 3-27
u (1) —p.752a5-10 } No variants.
y TP 752819724
The text is divided into sections, u(2) alone has a title, viz. on
p. 23. Yiian print,

{¢} Print. Three very torn fragments of the same book.

a(l1) - p- 749321-28.

a(u1) — p. 75021315,

a() - p. 750215-17.

The text is divided into sections, a(i1) has title. No. (1v) Ms.
Small fragment which has not yet been identified.

No. 582
KK. 11. oz33222
(1) and (1t}

No, 583
KK, 1. oz39zz

No. 584
KEK. 1. oz43cc(i?)

No. 585
KK. 11. oz243cc(i*}

Na. 586
HE, 11, 243020}

MNo. 587
KK, 111, ctéa

No. 588
KiK., u1. oc22u

(o) (m)rey

Na. 589
KE. 1. cz23a
{2), (), (1)



No. 590
KI. a1 ozate

No. 591
KK, 1. o2ou and
Vl

No. 5g2
KEK. 1. c20v

No. 593

KK. 1it. o21rr
and oz4x{1)

No. 504

KK, ozqx% %79, x4,
x.'l

MNo. 595
KK, 11. o24¢k

Ne. 596
KK. 11, ozgt

No. 597
KK. 1. ozzguu

No. 58
KK. 11. o245m

No. 599
KK. 1, o238k
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(v) Print. Three f{ragments,
Seven lines, 12 characters a line. go/30 mm.
p. 751b 23-28. No variant,
Yiian print,

{£) Print. Two small pieces of paper, very torn, that form a sequence,
15 lines, 15 characters a line,
p- 749b 16-26; 27-28. No variant.
Text divided into sections.
Yiian print.

(¢} Print. Torn fragment, 12 lines, 15 characters a line.
P 749€ I-11.
Yiian print.

(@) Print. T'wo sheets, the first complete, 13 lines.
P 749b 3-6; 6-11. No variant,

{s) Print. Four small fragments, prebably not in sequence,

(¢) AVATAMSAKA-SUTRA: T'u fang-kuang Fo hua-yen ching
R H N ke g
Translated by Prajina= Talshd Daizéhys, t. 10, No. 293.

(2} Print. Sheet of paper from a book folded in accordion form.
Five lines, 18 large characters a line. 215/105 mm.,

Ch. 40, p. 844b, 16-24.

Yiian print.

{8) Print. Fragment of a sheet of paper. Ten lines, 15 characters a
line. zeo/zo00 mm,

Ch. 40, p. 844¢, B-13. No variant,

Yiian print. A different edition from the preceding,

{7) Print. A sheet of paper. 6 lines, 14 characters a line {two verses
of scven words separated by a blank). 150/g0 mm.

Ch. 40, p. 847¢ 25-848a1 (2 variant in 1. 6}.

Yiian priat,
(8) Print. Sheet from a book felded in accordion form. 14 lines,

13 characters a line cn the left, and 14 characters a line on the right
(two verses of seven words). P.86 b.1g.

(") MISCELLANEOUS.

(¢) ms. (Verso). Fragment complete at top and bottom as well as on
right, cut on left. 11 lines; 21-23 characters a line, Regular, partly
cursive script. 248/190 mm.
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Both the upper and the lower margins are of the same width,
i.e., [T mm.
Cliing-té ch'uan-téng e K 1519 1%E %
Ch. 11=Taishd Daizdkyes, t. 51.
p- 821b 1-9, 8223 28-b1o.

(Nu portion of the ms. is missing, but the Taishé Daizdkyé has
according to all printed editions p. 821¢ 9-822a 27, an index which
is ruissing in the ms.

ms. is Sung (?).

(Recto.) ms. Fragment of a scroll. Five lines, 17 characters a line,

Muahaprajfidpdramitd-sitra,

Translated by Hsilan-tsang.

Ch. 192= Taishd Daizékyé, t. 5, No. 220,

p. 1033b 6-10, No variant.

T ang script.

A T ang ms. of the Mahaprajaaparamita@ was subsequently used
again to copy the Ching-1é chiuan-téng I, a collection of the dis-
cussions of the masters of dhydnae from the beginning of the 11th
century,

(B} Print. A complete shieet of paper, Seven lines. 160/160 mm.
Commentary of the Kuan-wu-liang-shon Fo ching $R1E & F &
which is not 1o be found in the Te-ts'ang ching.
It is an analysis of the text similar to the commentary of the
Vajracchedika-sitra (No. KK. ozgot), but the text was not printed
with it.

Print. A sheet of paper. Five lines; 16 characters a line.
14 paj

A-mi-1'0 ching [ 48 BE £
= Taisho Daizéhyd, 1. 12, No, 366, p. 3474 15-18.

{8) Print. Shect of puper. Eight lines; 16 characters aline. 164/g0 mm.
A-mi-t'o ching

Translated by Kumarajiva= Taishd Daizakys, 1. 12, No, 306,
p. 374a 25b 4. No variunt,
Centinuation of the preceding.

(¢) Ms. Two ceremonial labels of yellow silk, both with borders of
black ink.

75/50 mm.{r); 120/65 mm.(s).

= Tatsho Datzdkyo, t. 20, no, 1155 and 1156.

This chapter ends the very great work of Maspero. Equipped
with stupendous knowledge he has imparted new life to the written

No. too
KK, 11. 0281

No. bot
KK. nr. czzs

No, 6oz
K. 11, ozzr

No. 603
K, 11, ozbirand s
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material which stretches over a period of more than 15 centuries, by
ingeniously fitting it into the great historical landmarks.

All those who valued and respected Maspero's knowledge will
regret the more that he was not allowed to witness the publication of
his life-long work.

15th July, 1949

ps.—Since this article was writlen the Trustees of the British
Museum have accepted Dr. Arthur Waley's generous offer to edit the
MS. and they have approved the publication of Maspero's work, in
view of their obligations to Professor Maspero, Sir Aurel Stein and
the former Government of India (which would have shared the cost af
production) and the printing has been entrusted to Messrs Lund
Humnphries,
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Fig. 1 (No. 1).—Fragments of the Chi-chiu p“ien {Han period)



Fig. 3 (No. 353).—Fragment of an interpretation of dreanis

{T ang period)

Fig. 2 (No. 325).—Fragment of a testimoniat (ﬁ") for Lady "ung

{'I"ung period)



(pouad ue, 1)

{(uipp nop) AungEa-ngg A wely soenxs— {948 oN) S i

Fig. 4 (No. 365).—Printed Poster {594 A.I3.)



Fig. 6 (No. 377).—Frugment of the Shu-ching (Wén-hou-chih-ming)
{'I™ang periud)

Fig. 7 (No. jos).—Colophon of the NI ;t_']i O HE T E

(Mabiprujiapatamitd, translat, by Kumarajiva (559 4.0D.)
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Fig. 8 (No. 473).—Signature of an olficial letter (1"ang period)
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