THE RISE OF THE EUNUCHS DURING THE
T‘ANG DYNASTY

Part One (618 —705)
by J. K. RIDEOUT

No student of the Chinese history of the eighth and ninth centuries
A.D. can fail to be impressed by the dominant position of eunuchs at the
Imperial Court. Should he then ask how this relatively small body, drawn
mainly from the aboriginal inhabitants of Southern China and equipped
with little or no education, acquired the domination of a highly cultured and
sophisticated society, he will find in the official histories no ready and
acceptable answer. The official historians were at all times preaccupied
with moral issues, with “‘praising the good and condemning the wicked".
To them the eunuchs, as members of the state department known in T'ang
times as the Nei Shih Sheng (P {F %4, Dgpartment of Administration of
the Inner Palace), in other words as thdeuardians and setvants of the
Imperial Harem, were an undesirable necessity. At the same time, as
possible court favourites and rivals to the administrative class, they pre-
sented a grave potential menace. They were the rats beneath the floor,
whose activities would so undermine the building that their destruction
must end with its collapse. “For if you attack the wood-worms by setting
fire to the wood, though the worms will all perish, the wood itself must be
consumed as well.”* According to the T*ang historians the eunuchs were
kept in their proper place until the abdication of the Empress Wu (R J7)
in 705. In the reign of Chung Tsung (Fp33) (705-710), they suddenly
pullulated, and acquired in the reign of Hsiian Tsung (¥ 5%) (712-756) a
political influence, which subsequent reigns served only to increase; but
from this the only inference to be drawn is that the earlier Emperors were
possessed. of certain moral qualities which their successors lacked. The
‘attempt to provide a more satisfactory answer to the original question has
not proved quite easy. The Old T ang history devotes one section to the
biographies of fifteen eunuchs, the New two sections to the biographies of
twenty-one; in each history the biographies are preceded by a general
introduction, which though valuable is far too brief, The amount of
additional material to be gleaned from such encyclopzdias as the Ts'e Fu
Yiian Kuei, and the Tang Hui Yao has proved disappointingly smal,
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while the critical studies to be found in such works as the Nien Erk Shih
Cha Chi are repetitive and superficial. In fact, by all authors who touch
upon the T ang eunuchs, the period 618-705 has been almost completely
ignored. In addition the difficulty has been increased by the bias of the
official historians against a class from whom they were divided not merely
by political rivalry, but also by differences of education, religion, and place
of birth. Thus, especially in the earlier part of the dynasty, eunuchs are
apt only to be mentioned in cases where they have been successfully prose-
cuted by gome member of the official class for misdemeanours. In this
article it has been my aim not merely to collect the scattered references
- made to eunuchs in the official histories and other works for the period
618—705, but by refating them to the changing social conditions to try and
show how there came to be presented to eunuchs the oppertunities of which
they were soon to take advantage. In the space of a brief article the difficulty
has been to know what to omit, and I am well aware that this study is in
many ways over-simplified. At the same time, as so little has been yet
written on the T‘ang eunuchs, I have thought fit to preface my remarks
with a general introduction on the provenance of eunuchs and their place
-in society. Of their rise to political power [ hope to write in another article.

SOURCES OF SUPPLY

Traditionally the supply of eunuchs was maintained by punishment,
and in particular punishment for treasonable offences. Any person convicted,
for instance, of attempted revolt brought penalties not only upon himself,
but upon his whole household, of which all male members over the age of
fourteen were executed, and those below that age castrated and sent to
serve as eunuchs in one of the Imperial Establishments wherein the female
members were also enclosed as concubines or slaves. Castration as a punish-
ment was first abolished in 547 A.D. in the kingdom of the Western Wei
(¥ 38) and replaced by simple serfdom!. But the Western Wei covered
only one portion of Northern China, and for the general abolition of this
punishment, credit must be given to Wen (3{), first emperor of the Sui
(F) dynasty, who is said to have issued the decree of abolition at the begin-
ning of the period K'ai Huang (B8 8), circa §812. This decree by no means
put an end to the employment of eunuchs; on the contrary with the
increasing luxury of the Sui court, the demand for them became greater
than ever. As castration was now considered an indignity te which no male
of Chinese birth should be submitted, raiding expeditions were organised
to capture young boys from aboriginal tribes, especially those of the south
and south west. It is recorded, for instance, that in 6o2 the fourth son of
the emperor Wen of Sui, “Hsiu prince of Shu(¥J - %), captured on several
. occasions boys from the south western tribes of the Shan Lao (1h 38 o
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fill the positions of eunuchs™?, Under the T*ang, these slave raids continued,
and it soon became the custom for provincial officials, again especially in
the south, to send to the capital a quota of castrated boys as part of their
annual tribute. Thus in the reign of the Empress Wu, “{Kao} Li-Shih

(¥ 77 1), a native of P‘an Chou (# M), in Kuang-Tung, and originally of

the family Feng (@), was castrated as a child, and with another of his kind,
Chin-Kang (4 ), was presented to the court by the T4ao Chi Shih for
Ling-Nan (3 ifj i} 8 4f) Li Chtien-Li (T B)in the first year of the period
Sheng Li (2 &), 698, and entered the service of the Harem'd, The officials
soon found an easier source of supply in the slave markets which flourished
in the districts of Kuang-Tung and Fu-Chien, and from which they drew
large profits by supplying eunuchs and slaves, not only e the court but to
private households. An edict issued in 749 ordered all eunuchs in private
househelds to be sent to the Nei Shih Sheng within a periad of five days,
and limited the number of slaves according to the rank of their master, and
a series of edicts issued from 779 onwards attempted to put an end to the
slave traffic, especially in the southS. But despite both these, and the efforts
of the more enlightened provincial governors of the late eighth and early
ninth centuries, such as Liu Tsung-Yian (#§) 5% 3¢), Han Yii (2 R&), and
Chu Chung-Liang (4 & &), to redeem at their own expense slaves in their
particular Chou ()4, so lucrative a traffic was bound to spread, and the
great majority of eunuchs had originally been sold voluntarily by their
parents to the officials. By the reign of Hsiian Tsung (‘H 57) 846-859, every
Tao () or Administrative Area paid its annual tribute of castrated boys,
known 28 Szu Pai (B, B)7, the majority of whom still came from Ling (%%)
or Kuang-Tung and Min ([} or Fu-Chien, the latter being known as the
eunuch nursery. One of the more surprising discoveries made by the
merchant Soleyman, while travelling in China at this same time, was that
eunuchs were all of Chinese birth. A little later, however, he qualified this
and wrote, “Parmi eux, il y eg a qui ont été amenés captifs des régions
étrangéres, et qui ont £1€ faits Blus tard, eunugues: il en est d’autres qui
sont nés en Chine, et que les parents eux-mémes ont mutilés pour les offrir qu
sonverain, & fin de capter par 1 sa heinveillance,'s

UPBRINGING AND EDUCATION

All boys on arrival at the court entered the service of the Nei Shih
Sheng, and were put under the charge of senior eunuchs, by whom they
were formally adopted, and whose family names they assumed. This was
evidently recognised as 4 necessary exception to the law, which allowed
foster parents to adopt only children of the same family name as their own.

. As the authority of the ennuchs increased, the more influential made every

effort to reduce the difference between their way of life and that of



56 J. K. RIDECUT

the officials proper, By the reign of the Empress Wu (684-705) eunuchs
had begun to take to themselves wives, and in the reign of Hsiian Tsung
(712-756) they had deserted their quarters in the palaces for large mansions
and landed estates in the metropolitan arez, and were adopting, in addition
to young eunuchs, ordinary children of both Sexes to whom they could
bequeath titles and possessions®. The young eunuchs, whether of Chinese
origin or not, all came from itliterate families, and the majority no doubt
went through life unable either to read or write. For a small minority,
however, some literary education wag provided, The records speak of fifty
Serving Eunuch Students of the Inner Palace (Hsiao Chi Shih Hsiieh Sheng,
- AR BB AN, for whom masters were chosen from among professional
scholars holding honorary titles of the eighth grade or above. Of what this
education consisted there is no mention; but as, certainly from 741 and
probably from a much earlier date, eunuchs were required to instruct the
ladies of the harem in a variety of subjects ranging from Confucian classics
to the game of draughts, their own education must have been comprehen-
sive, if not profoundt, At all events the standard of literary proficiency
attained even by the most distinguished eunuchs was never very high. The
.two short poems attributed to Kao Li-Shih are interesting only as the work
of a eunuch??, Li Fu-Kuo (FEMBE) is allowed only a rudimentary know-
ledge of writing and arithmetic, while Ya Chao-En (f i 8), who openly
boasted of his literary accomplishments and held forth at length before the
court officials, was careful to keep 2 staff of hack scholars to write his
compositions for him. Finally, all eunuchs were brought up in the Buddhist
faith, the religion at once of the people and of the ladies of the Inner Palace,
and to Taoism they were also favourably inclined. If their charities to these
two orders were great, it must be remembered that from the reign of Hstian
Tsung theyexercised an almost complete official control over the activities of
both, and that as Envoys of Faith and Works (Kung Te Shih, 2 & fi7) the
profits which they drew from commissions upon enforced repairs to monas-
teries and the purchase of live birds and animals for release were enormous?s,

ProMorion, Duties, AND NuMBERs

On emerging from their pupillage, eunuchs received first the status of
Serving Eunuch of the Inner Palace (Nei Chi Shih, P9 §8 #), 2 general
designation for all who had as yet no official appointment or grade. Pro-
motion was based upon a Selection Examination (Hstian %), but by whom
or in what manner this was conducted s hot recorded, The edicts
conferring appointments upon eunuchs, hawever, were drafted by officials
of the Grand Imperial Secretariat (Chung Shu Sheng, B 75) and were
similar to those drafted for members of the official class proper. Eunuchs
were at first confined to the Nei Shih Sheng and to a similar establishment
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in the household of the Heir Apparent, the T*ai Tzy Nej Fang Chi (kX
F A 5 /), Harem Service of the Heir Apparent, where their duties were
those of upper and lower household servants’, Certainly from the reign
of Chung Tsung some eunuchs were trained as soldiers, and served in
certain branches of the Imperial Guardt$, At the beginning of the dynasty,
however, severe restrictions were imposed upen the eunuchs, Their duties
were to be purely menial, they were under no circumstances to take part
in state administration, or to hold appointments of a grade higher than the
fourth. In other wards, they were never to be in 2 position to challcngc the
authority of the Chief Ministers. The number of established posts inside
the Nei Shih Sheng was at the beginning of the dynasty less than a hundred
and, though subsequently increased, remained at all times small. Kao
Tsung (& ﬁ%) is said to have re-introduced in addition to the established
posts the status of P'in Kuan (& B}, and of Chj Shih (%5 1), and the total
number of eunuchs is said to have been slightly increased by the Empress
Wu. By the year 706 the total number had been raised by Chung Tsung
to more than 3,000, of whom more than 1,000 had received extraordinary
appointments to supernumerary offices of the seventh grade or above.
During Hsiian Tsung’s reign the number of Imperial Palaces increased
greatly, and the harems contsined some 40,000 ladies. More than 1,000
eunuchs now held offices of the third grade or higher, while those of lower
grades numbered more than 3,000. Thereafter the numbers seemn to have
risen steadily if slowly, and in 8z0 the figures on the Nei Shih Sheng
register show that 4,618 eunuchs held official grades, or as commoners
were due to hold them, and of these 1,696 held offices of the third grade
or higherl?. _ :

The accession of T'ai Tsung (K 5%) in 627 coincided with a post-war
period of inflation and popular distress, A whole piece of silk had to be
given in exchange for a single peck of grain, and to buy food the people
were reduced to selling the children into stavery. Yet by 630 grain had
fallen to the very low price of 4 to § cash per peck, while silk commanded
the price of 300 cash per piece. This astonishing Tecovery was certainly
greatly helped by a succession of excellent harvests, but a large measure of
the credit must go to the efficiency of the Governmental machinery, and to
the Emperor who supervised and directed it. At the highest level, policy
was discussed by the heads of three state departments, the Imperial
Chancellery, (Men Hsia Sheng, T 48), the Grand Imperial Secretariat
(Chung Shu Sheng, 4 2 %) and the Department of Affairs of State {Shang
Shu Sheng, i #45), among whom were included the so-called Chief
Ministers (Tsai Hsiang, ¥ 48). The results of their deliberations were
presented to the Emperor at private audiences, at which weré also present
certain lower officials of the Men Hsia Sheng and Chung Shu Sheng.
These, under the general designation of Officials with privileged access to
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the Emperor (Kung Feng Kuan, {i: # ), were empowered according to
their positions to criticise proceedings cither orally or in writing, and to
take minutes to be delivered to the History College (Shih Kuan, 5 f%) for
inclusion in the current annals. The conclusions reached at these audiences
would subsequently be issued in the form of edicts. The chief ministers
were personally appointed by Tai Tsung as much from the supporters of
the former dynasty of Sui as from his own partisans; they were liable to
dismissal at his hands, and in general were not permitted to remain in
office for more than two or three years at a time. The complex interlocking
of the duties of the three state departments and the duplication of even the
highest offices ensured a constant exchange of criticism between the
ministers, and effectually limited individual authority, In the event of a
final struggle the Emperor could, and on rare occasions did, impose his
will upon his ministers, while the reverse would have been impossible,
In fact, Tai Tsung, by the excellence of his appointments, by demanding
from his ministers a lurge measure of criticism and by generally acting
upon it, and by being careful never to transact business through the agency
of court favourites or other unofficial channels, aroused in the bureaucr:icy
- an esprit de corps, which has excited the admiration of every historian. The
result was shown in its efficiency and its almost complete freedom from those
internal dissensions that in later reigns raised the authority of the individual
at the expense of its power and prestige as a body.
This strong bond of confidence between Tai ‘Tsung and his Ministers
did nothing to favour the eunuchs, who traditionally flourished upon
palace intrigue and ministerial dissidence, and their initial attempts to
extend their autherity inevitably came to nothing. One recognised duty only
gained for the cunuch a temporary release from the Inner Palace; this was
employment as a Palace Envoy (Chung Shih, 1) bearing messages and

presents from the Empress or Emperor to high officials at the capitalls,

The extension of this service to include the provinces and -even the
regions beyond the empire brought the eunuchs for the first time into
conflict with the officials, whe at once devised a means of countering this
encroachment upon their own privileges. In 640 a serving eunuch or Nei
Chi Shih, employed upon such a mission as a Foreign Envoy (Wai Shih,
#+1li), applied to the sub-office of Surveillance of Frontiers (Ssu Men Pu,
7 Y ) for a pass to enable him to cross the frontier, the granting of
which was either refused or delayed by the Assistant Secretary Wei Yitan-
Fang (% 7C 7i). The eunuch made representations to Tai T'sung, who in
a fit of temper ordered the instant dismissal of Yian-Fang and his banish-
ment to 2 minor provincial appointment. The ¢lder statesman, Wei Cheng
(BLEX), who at all times exercised the greatest influence upon the
emperor, now made his remonstrations. “It hag always been impossible,”
“he said, “to treat eunuchs on terms of intimacy. They make up stories on
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very little foundation, and are all too ready to provoke trouble. To employ
them upon independent missions to distant places is highly inexpedient,
and a practice that should not be allowed to be extended. The whole
matter requires most careful consideration.”” T‘ai Tsung accepted this
correction and the sentence passed upon Yian-Fang was guashed!®,

At the same time the eunuchs of the 'T*ai Tzu Nei Fang Chu threatened
to gain the ascendancy over their master. T ai Tsung, successful in almost
every enterprise, was not fortunate in his own children. His eldest son,

- the Heir Apparent Ch'eng Ch'ien (7K #%), was a profligate, with at first

enough discretion to dissemble his vices under an appearance of filial
virtue and consequently to enjoy the indulgent esteem of his father. The
favours that he accorded to the eunuchs of his own household at once
excited vigorous protests from the Superintendent of the Household Yu
Chih-Ning (F L ). The first of Chih-Ning’s remonstrations was
ignored, the second led to an unsuccessful attempt upon his life, By the
year 642 Ch'eng Ch'ien, who had received an unlimited grant from the
treasury, abandoned all attempts to conceal his viciousness, and the report
of his scandalous intimacy with a singing boy reached the Emperor, who
ordered the boy’s instant execution, Ch*eng Ch‘ien’s hatred of his father and
his jealous fears of his younger brother T'ai, prince of Wei (F 3. %), were
now played upon by his uncle, who persuaded him at once to attempt the
assassination of T*ai and the dethronement of his father. In the following
year another brother, Yu, prince of Chi (4 = ifi), raised an unsuccessful
revolt, and was secretly assassinated in the Nei Shih Sheng?t. Among those
implicated was one of Ch'‘eng Ch'ien’s principal supporters, who, to save
himself from death, revealed the whole conspiracy. Ch'eng Ch'ien was
degraded, and of his supporters and the members of his household only
Yu Chih-Ning was saved by his former protests from death or banishment.
Even T¢ai, prince of Wei, now became an object of suspicion, and the
succession devolved upon the incapable Chih, prince of Chin (& F i),
who six years later ascended the throne as the Emperor Kao Tsung.

T“ai Tsung, well aware of the character of his heir, had entrusted him
to the protection of seme of his most able ministers, and the feeble incom-
petence of Kao Tsung was therefore offset at first by the long adrministrative
experience of Chang-Sun Wu-Chi (g R A€ %) and Yu Chih-Ning.
Immediately, however, trouble occurred again within the Imperial House-
hold. The Kao Yang Princess (& 52 E) had been the favourite daughter
of T*ai Tsung, who had given her in marriage to the second son of the
celebrated minister Fang Hstian-Ling (B ¥ B¥). The princess, an
unscrupulous libertine, had for some years planned to dispossess her
husband’s elder brother of his inherited titles and estates, and to this she
now added a plot against her brother’s throne, for the furtherance of which
she employed as soothsayers, astrologers and palace spies certain Buddhist
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and Taoist priests and a eunuch, one Ch'en Hailian-Yiin (B 3 3&), one of
the two Heads of the Service of Dependencies of the Inner Palace (I Tting
Ling ¥ BE 4+)22 But the false accusations levelled against her brother-in-
law caused this plot to be revealed, and in the year 652 she and her fellow
conspirators were examined by Chang-Sun Wu-Chi and duly executed.
Of the far more important intrigue of the Empress Wang (I J5) against
the lady Wu (¥ J%), whom she had herself introduced to the Emperor in
the hope of ousting a rival to his affections, the details are too well known
to need repetition. When in 655 the Emperor raised the question of replacing
the Empress by the lady Wu, the higher ranks of the bureaucracy found
themselves split into three factions, a Wang party led by Ch'a Sui-Liang
(#% % 1) and Han Yian (8 %), a Wu party led by Hsii Ching-Tsung
(AF W 7%) and Li I-Fu (%= 3% Jf), while Chang-Sun Wu-Chi and Yu Chih-
Ning headed a moderate party, and while secretly opposed to the lady Wu
and hating her supporters, were not ready to carry criticism to a point that
might jeopardise their own positions. By the end of the year the lady Wu
was established as Empress, Li I-Fu was a chief minister, Hsii Ching-
Tsung President of the Board of Officials (Li Pu Shang Shu, 37 % 1 #),
. and the elimination of their ministerial rivals was but » matter of time,
Within the space of four years all had been assassinated or forced to
commit suicide in the places of their banishment, and the administration
was entirely in the hands of the Empress and of her partisans. Li [-Fu and
Hsit Ching-Tsung then effected an important change in the constitution?,
Henceforward the Kung Feng Kuan were excluded from all private audi-
ences with the Emperor, who was virtually forced to agree to whatever his
ministers might demand of him, while the ministers in their turn were
' fregd from the necessity of justifying these demands to their colleagues.
In 663 Li I-Fu, whose contempt for law and decency had become
intolerable, was tried for the open sale of official positions, and bhanished
to the provinces. Hsii Ching-Tsung also had reached old age, and the oppo-
sition party, which had survived even the suicide of Chang-Sun Wu-Chi,
Saw an opportunity to rid themselves of the Empress. To secure evidence
against her the chief minister, Shang-Kuan 1 (LB #)%, was forced to
conspire with the Nei Shih Sheng. In 664 one of its heads, the eunuch
Wang Fu-Sheng (E K H¥) revealed to the Emperor that a "Taoist priest
was being freely admitted to the Inner Palace to effect his death by the
practice of black -magic. The Emperor at once summoned to a secret
audience Shang-Kuan I, who advised that the Empress be instantly dis.
missed. To this the Emperor consented, and Shang-Kuan I was ordered
to draft the necessary edict. The Empress, informed by her partisans, went
at once to her husband and found the edict stil] lying upon his desk. Before
her reproachful anger all his resolution vanished. “‘It was never my wigh,”
he muttered, ‘“Shang-Kuan I told me to do it.” A full enquiry was carried
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out by Hsii Ching-Tsung; Shang-Kuan I and Wang Fu-Sheng were
executed and their accomplices banished. From this time the Empress took
no further chances. She attended all audiences, and from behind a curtain
decided personally all affairs of state, while for the remaining twenty years
of his reign the wretched Kao Tsung drifted from palace to palace, isolated,
and so robbed of all semblance of authority that his eunuch envoys were
slighted with impunity by provincial officials?s,

With the usurpation of the Empress Wu and the unscrupulous rapacity
of her ministerial advisers began the social disintegration which was
prove at once the making of the eunuchs and the ruin of the state, T aj
Tsung had restored prosperity by the apparently simple means of an equal
distribution of land supervised by an honest and capable administrative

‘service. To each adult male of the agricultural class, which formed the bulk

of the population, was given a holding of fixed size, one fifth of which was
4 permanent tenure to be enjoyed by himself and his heirs, the remainder
to be returned upon his death to the state. Each land-holder was registered
upon a list subject to frequent revision, and paid annual taxes in kind on
his produce: to avoid the rise of large estates, the indiscriminate sale of
land was expressly forbidd:n. Of the tax grain and cloth, a part went to
the capital, which was never self-supporting, but as the numbers of officials
were still small, the amount required was not great enough to raise any
problems of transport, The rest went to pay the local officials or into the
state ‘‘price-controlled” granaries, whose stocks were released only in
times of stress. After some fifty years, however, the number of officials at
the capital had markedly increased, and with the rise in national expenditure
greater demands both in the form of taxes and of forced labour were laid
upon the people. These they would doubtless have been able to bear had
the land allotments been fairly administered. As it was, the local officials,
either through negligence or venality, connived at illegal sales, and gradually
decreased the allotments, particularly of returnable land, while maintaining
their tax demands. To the peasant farmers, thus faced with ruin, several
possibilities were open. They might work as hired labourers on the large
estates of others, they might change their profession and register as traders
or artisans, they might, if they could find enough meney, enrol as Buddhist
or Taoist priests and by this payment escape further taxation, or they might
leave the neighbourhood and “squat” on some piece of land outside the
official register, which they could work solely for their own profit?8, This
last was the favourite means of tax evasion, and by the end of the seventh
century the floating population of farmers, who remained in any one place
only uuntil the tax collectors caught up with them, had begun to assume
seriou¢ proportions.

"This social unrest was by no means confined to the lower classes of
the people. The official class bereft of the controlling influence of Ttai
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Tsung had degenerated, as we have seen, into a number of factions divided
not by political issues but by self-interest and personal animosity, while
the corrupt administration of Li I-Fu and Hsii Ching-Tsung had made
- bribery or brazenness z surer guarantee of promotion than literary talent
or proven ability. Above the officials was a small aristocracy of birth centred
in Shan Tung. These five great families, whose ennoblement dated from
the entry of the Wei Tartars, despised the Imperial House and its servants
as parvenus, and allowed marriage with them as a great privilege to be
bought at a correspondingly high price. T*ai Tsung had attempted to lessen
the pretensions of the Five Families by degrading them in rank and by
otherwise ignoring their existence. He could not, however, persuade his
chosen ministers to do the same, and all who could afford the price pur-
chased exclusive marriages for their children. No amount of money could
secure the same privilege for the sons of Li I-Fu, who in 659 obtained a
decree forbidding intermarriage between the five families, and limiting
their monetary demands for marriage outside their own circle. But it was
never found possible to enforce either part of the decree. Below the officials,
and equally desirous of entry into their ranks, was the merchant class.
" Traditionally depressed and expressly forbidden from entry into political
life through the official examinations, they derived their wealth partly from
the distribution of the essential commodities of salt and iron, and partly
from usury. As this wealth increased, their repression became increasingly
difficult. The other rising class was the Buddhist, and to a lesser extent the
Taoist priesthood. Buddhism had been regarded even by T“ai Tsung with
something more than tolerance. The number of priests was rising, and under
the Empress Wu was to rise much further, and the larger monasteries were
already wealthy foundations with control of large landed estates. Not only
were the Buddhists the principal religious teachers and welfare workers
ameng the people, but their relations with the ladies of the Inner Palace, their
greatest benefactresses, and, therefore, with the eunuchs, were extremely
clogse. They, too, now aspired to political influence of a less covert nature.
After the death of Kao Tsung and the summary dismissal of Chung
Tsung within a few months of his accession, the Empress Wu assumed in

name the authority which she had in fact wielded for the last twenty years. .

In her character the base superstition and cruel capriciousness, which have
been so stressed by historians, were more than balanced by shrewdness
and determination; though she was ready to grant unprecedented favours
to the Buddhists, and though her jealous fears were to afford openings for
those unscrupulous adventurers who are inevitably produced in times of
social unrest, she was too well aware of the indispensibility of the official
class as an instrument of ‘government to allow their authority to be too
openly flouted, or their sensibilities to be unduly outraged. This caution is
-amply illustrated by the career of the most notorious of her early favourites,
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the market pedlar of medicaments, Feng Hsiao-Pao (& ), who as
the Buddhist priest Hsieh Huai-I (& 1% 3%) rose from abbot of the White
Horse Monastery and contractor for vast public works to the supreme
command of the military forces of the empire??, Though the latitude allowed
to Huai-1 was great, he was at no time allowed a place among the civil
officials, and on the occasions when he attempted to challenge their authority,
it was they whom the Empress upheld against him. But his elevation to a
military office involved them in no loss of face, for. between the civil officials
and their military colleagues was fixed the gulf that divides education from
illiteracy, and though the grade of a chief minister and a general might be
equal, to the one the other was simply an object of contempt. The officials
of the War Board exercised an adequate control over the professional
soldiers, and if necessary this control could be strengthened by sending a
member of the Censorate to “supervise” the activities of any particular
commander in the field. The Empress admittedly made efforts to narrow
this gulf. In 685 a professional soldier of the name of Wei Tai-Chia (EHFE)
found himself promoted to the office of President of the Board of Officials
(Li Pu Shang Shu, ¥ % & #), and in the following year to that of Chief
Minister. His inept conduct of both these offices exposed him to ridicule,
and his efforts to resign were unavailing uatil in 687 he was sent in command
of a further expedition against the Tibetans. The Censorate at once pro-
posed that one of their number be sent to supervise his army, but this
request led only to the loss of their traditional privilege, which from the
year 705 fell into the hands of the eunuchs?®. In general, however, soldiers
were not appointed to civil offices, but high military titles were to serve
future emperors as a convenient method of reward for eunuchs, slaves,
and other persons whose lack of birth or education would have caused an
affront to the dignity of the bureaucracy.

In the latter years of the reign of Kao Tsung, the increased favours
shown to members of the Wu family had already begun to arouse the
apprehensions of the Imperial relations, the ‘1"ung Hsing (JA] ik)??, and their
supporters. ‘These were confirmed in 684 by the exile of the two grandsons
of the general Li Chi (45#}}) and a number of their partisans, who collected
together in Yang Chou (H} M) and under the leadership of Li Ching-Yeh
(% 3 %) raised a revolt. Before the end of the year the revolt was crushed,
and steps were taken to ensure against its repetition. At the beginning ot
686 the Empress instituted a system of delation known as Kao Mi (4& %),
.aying Secret Information, Henceforward any person, no matter how
humble his position, who was prepared to lay a charge of treason against
any noble or official was rushed to the Imperial Residence (Hsing Tsai,
¥ 4i1), entertained with the ceremony proper to officials of the fifth grade,
and, if he could estahlish his charge, richly rewarded. Malcontents and social
outcasts were quick to take advantage of this new opportunity, and the most
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successful of the early informers, for the most part illiterate and vicious
persons who had failed to succeed in or even to obtain any settled profession,
were sclected to form a secret police, entrusted with the special work of
proscription, The leaders of this organisation, the professional thief Lai
Tsun-Ch'en (4 {£ }1), the petty official Chou Hsing (J&] #), and the Turk
So Yian-Li (# JL 1), were given honorific titles and official positions in
the Censorate, with whose more regular and honourable members they
engaged in continuous and bitter strife, and had a Court of Investigation
(T‘ui Bhih Yian, §f ! £7) built for their own use, To this central court,
agents reported from all parts of the empire. The methods of Laj Tsun-
Ch'en were simple and effective, Any personage, whose elimination was
thought desirable, found himself the victim of simultaneous indictments
from several different quarters. He was then arrested, and after being
compelled, under torture, to sign a confession of treason, was executed,
his property confiscated and his household enslaved. '

The energies of Lai 1'sun-Ch'en were at first directed against the
members of the house of Li. As the result of the abortive revolt of 688, the
abler were eliminated, and the ineffective Prince of Lu Ling (J¥ o +) or
Chung Tsung, and the titular Emperor Jui Tsung (37 A%) survived as politi-
cal prisoners, attended only by servants, and cut off from all intercourse
with the cutside world. The Empress, however, continued to profess her
belief in the honesty of the secret police, who either as the agents of
influential members of the Wy family or as simple blackmailers carried on
their infamous work for another ten years. Individual officials offered
violent resistance, but by now the bureaucracy was too much divided by
internal hatreds, and the disappearance of prominent members gave too
many advantages to the rest, for them to wish to put up any effective
opposition as a whole. There is no evidence that eunuchs assisted in their
activities, and at least one eunuch was numbered among their victims. In
693 Fan Yiin-Hsien (#5 & {lli), a deputy chief of the Nei Hsih Sheng (Nei
Ch'ang Shih, A 8§ ), was indicted for treason, and publicly executed?®.
His offence was that he had ventured to pay a private visit to Jui Tsuag.
It was by such actions that Lai Tsun-Ch‘en and his colteagues in fact
founded the eunuchs’ fortunes. The sutviving members of the Li family,
who throughout the reign of the Empress Wu were left to the intimacy of
minor eunuchs and slaves, naturally favoured them after their restoration.
Eunuchs, therefore, were to benefit largely by the honours indiscriminately
lavished by Chung Tsung, and it was upon the assistance of the disgraced
eunuch Kao Li-Shih and the Corean slave Wang Mao-Chung (F £ 1)
that the prince Li Lung-Chi (% [ ) was to rely to effect his two coups
d’état. Once the eunuchs had succeeded in gaining the Imperial favour,
‘their permanent occupation of a central position quickly served to consoli-
date their influence,

THE RISE OF THE EUNUCHS IN THE T'ANC DYNASTY bg

Directly, the Empress, either because she had never forgotten how
near the charges of Wang Fu-Sheng had come to bringing about her down-
fall, or because she preferred more virile favourites, did little to promote
the interests of the eunuchs, Occasionally the Nei Shih Sheng was ordered
to climinate some palace lady who had incurred her displeasure; and in
695, after the uproar following the burning of the Ming Tang (B§ &),
eunuchs were ordered to arrest a number of the Empress’ private nuns and
priests who, while claiming prophetic insight, had not only failed to foretell
the disaster, but had even dared to reproach her for its occurrence™, Apart
from the possible gains resulting from the enlargement of the Ne&i Wen
Hstieh Kuan in 6g2, the creation of only one new office for eunuchs is
recorded. The Department of Domestic Service for the Emperor (Tien
Chung Sheng & 1 5) carried out for the Imperial Household many of
the same duties as did the Nei Shih Sheng for the ladies of the Inner
Palace, and it was therefore likely that, when the lady Wu assumed the
position of Emperor, the two departments. would have been more closely

© drawn together. In 6gg six stables were established within the palace, the

supervision of which was entrusted to an assistant officer of the Tien
Chung Sheng; immediate responsibility for the first of these six, the Flying
Dragon Stable (Fei Lung Chiu, 3¢ §8 KX), devolved upon a eunuch bearing
the title of Nei Fei Lung Shih (4 7% 78 )32, Originally this stable provided
a daily quota of eight horses for the Imperial use. Later, however, it mounted
a special troop of horse known as the Fej Lung Chi (5 #2 %), which was
commanded and possibly also manned by eunuchs. At the same time the
eunuchs were able considerably to widen their sphere of operations.
Hsieh Huai-I was at all times accompanied by a confidential eunuch
staff®. Kao Li-8hih, on his expulsion from the Inner Palace, passed into
the service of the Empress’ nephew, Wu San-Ssy (K=" and it is
reasonable to infer that in the households of other members of the Wu
family eunuchs were also employed. By the turn of the century they were,
in addition, dispersed through the households of the Li family, where they

.enjoyed favour and trust soon to be converted into positions of authority,

NOTES

1 Bee T'ung Chien, Hsi Wei, Ta Tung (K ﬁ} 13th year. Vol 3, p. 1853
“Henceforth all liable to the punishment of castration (B Ffl|) shall not be so punished,
but shall merely pass into the control of the state (& ﬁ').“ .

! See Shang Shu Chu Su, section 29, Lit Hsing (£3 F), p. 105. In the commentary
by K'ung Ying-Ta (fL $H i) occurs the passage: “‘In recent ages rnaies of fourteen
years or under who were convicted of treason, but not liable o the death penalty, were
all castrated. In the Sui dynasty at the beginning of the period K‘ai Huang, castration
was for the first time abolished: byt females were still enclosed in the harem. Thus
castration as a punishment was next to death, and of the four punishments was the
most severe,”’
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¥ Bee T ung Chien, Sui, Yen Shou (1’:-%} znd year, Vol. 3, p. 2z090.

1 See Chin Tang Shu, biography of Kua Li.Shih, Fuan Kuan Chuan ('EE ’E{Q),
Section 184, No. 2, beginning. ] :

® SBee T'ang Hui Yao, Vol. 3, Section 86, pp. 1570-1. A full account of the slave
traffic in the T ang dynasty is to be found in Niida, Td S0 Horitsu Bunsho no K. .Mk'w’
PP. 161-92, though no particular reference is tnade by the author 1o the specialised
trade in castrated boys. Contemporary works of fiction mention the employment of

-eunuchs as doorkeepers in large mansicns in the metropelitan area. See, for instance,
the famous Li Wa Chuan ($ B8 in the Ckin T'ang Hsiao Shuo, p. g4.

* Between the years 806-13, Chu Chung-Liang redeemed more than 200 slaves
at his own expense in Ching Chou (1‘5‘,59‘“, modern Kansu). (See his bingliaphy in
Chiu T ang Shu, Section 151.} Liu 'sung-Yiian in 815 set an example in Liv Chou
(*ﬂl}”, modern Kunnghsi) which ted to the redemption of more th:!n 1,000 slaﬂves
in thes and neighbouring Chou {see o Cli'ang L Chi 32.2), oo Y in 820 in Yiiun
Chou (3 J‘I'I. modern Chuanghsi) redecined more 1han 700 slaves (see Han Chiang
14 Chi go.g), i

‘ ? S:c I)!}xiu Ty Shu, biography of Ty Chieng-"Tsi (IH: ¢ 7R ), Huan

v ‘ t), Beetion zo9, No. 7, end. _
!“"”'rl'l(;:‘:g::‘n(siu Pai ln.-lic\:: to be abhreviated from Ssu Chih Pai Shen CEL T A ),
and to meun privately kept cunuchs, [n the Prang Hui Yao (Vol. 2, Section 65, p. 1133)
wider the hending Nei Shih Sheng oceurs the fobluwing edice:

*luthe cleventh month of the second year of ehe period Pao i (ﬂ 4, 826, it was
decreed that households of court officials and territorial governors should not be
allowed to keep ordinary eunuchs for their private use G, [ ﬁ).”‘ A poem by the
Tang writer, Ku K'uang BH 1) (receives degree of Chin Shih - in 751),
preserved in the 6th section of the Ching Hsiang Tsa Chi (ﬁ'ﬁ*{t 88), describes
the fate of one of these boys. "The son was born in Min: an officer of Min having gat
him deprived him of his manhood. He had treasures and stores, he collected gold to
fill his house. I had the labour and the toil, and wus treated as the grass and trees,
There is no reason in the way of [Heaven, for I beur alt the hardship. There is no reason
in the way of the pods, for he has alt the tuck. The father parting with his son said, ‘I
regret that I ever begat you. When vou were born, they urged me not to bring you
up. But | did not follow their advice and as they foretold have incurred this evil.'
The son parting with his futher said, ‘My heart breaks and bleeds when T think that
the distance of earth from heaven will come between us, and that until | come to the
Yetlow Spriag, I shall be unable to stand before you as my father’* 1 believe that
provincial officials acquired numbers of young boys wham they employed in their
households as ewnuch slaves, and often treated with great brutality, and that from
their ranks the annual demands of the court and the requiretnents of officials in the
capatal were supplied.

The term Pai Shen in the meaning of eunuch without official grade ia found in a
memorial addressed from the Nei Shih Sheng to the throne in 820, where it is seated

that the total number of eunuchs whao should discharge dutjes as Kao P'in ( % g,

P'n Kuan (5& ﬁ), or Pai Shen amounted to 4,618, (See Tang Hui Yao, Section 65,

P- 1133, and Ts'¢ Fu Yuan Kuei, Section 665, p. 8b.) The intrt_)duction to the Huan
Kuan Chuan in the Chiu Tiang Shu (Section 184), records that in the period Shen
Lung (#} ##) 705-6, more than 1,000 eunuchs received extraordinary appointments
to sypernumerary offices of the seventh grade or above, but that eunuchs wearing red

or purple robes (4% 2 ﬁ ) were still few, while in the period TYjen Pao (K ﬁ)
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742~55, eunuchs bearing the title P‘in Kuun und those wearing robes of vellow or
higher colours numbered aver 3,000, and those wearing red or purple robes over 1,000,
Kao Péin is included in a list of honcrific titles conferred in the T'ang dynasty solely
upon eunuchs given in the Wen Hiien Thueng K'ao (Section 64, p. 24a}, and seems 1o
be the fourth highest in a list of twelve,

According to the Ts'e Fu Yian Kuei (Section 665, p. 7a), the titles Péin Kuan
and Chi Shih (f.ﬁ {!E, Serving Eunuch without officjal grade) were re-created in 670
by Kao Tsung ([ ';-,b,‘::l in addition to established appointments. Other mentions of
P'in Kuan show that it cannot have been » high-ranking title. The eunuch Yii Chao-
En (ﬁl_{i}j ,@) started his career, cirea. 735 a8 a P'in Kuan (see Chin Tany Shu,
Huan Kuan Chuan, Section 184, No. 3, beginning), and in 825 1 number of Piin
Kuan were set to beat up an official who had wrongfully arrested a eunuch envoy (Chung
Shih, FF' 'BE). (See T ung Chien, Vol. 4. P- 2934). Probably the thousand whao received
supernumerary offices from Chung Tsung (Fp '%) were also Pin Kuan. According
to the ang Hui Yao (Section 31, pp. 591-2) purple rebes were worn by officials of
the third grade or above, red (B> by those of the fourth and fifth grades, and vellow
by commoners (Hﬁ }\}, which included minor clerical staff, slaves, ete. That Ssu-Ma
Kuang (7] M3 ¥ interpreted A% * %ﬂf as officials of the fifth grade or higher
is clear: for after recerding the appointment of Kao Li-Shib 1o the office of Generut
of the Guard for the Surveitlance of Gutes of the Right (Yu Chien Men Wei Chiung
Chiin, Ay B F'ﬁﬁf}[‘.’; i), he udds “When originally 1%ai Tsung laid down the
regulations, he did not establish any offices of the third grade in the Nei Shih Sheng,
whose members simply wore yellow robes, received an allowance of food, guarded
the gates, and passed messages. The Empress W, though a woman, did not employ
eunuchs in’administrative duties, but in the time of Chung Tsung they were much
favoured, and mare than 1,200 received offices of the seventh or higher grades. Those
wearing red robes (% ﬁ}’.ﬁ}, however, were still few. . . From this time (i.e, 713)
the number of eunuchs gradually rose until it reached more thun 3,000. The number
appointed 1o be generals of the third grade by degrees became large, and more than
1,000 wore tobes of purple or red (BHEE 3 (T ung Chien, Vol. 3, pp. 2507-8).
Ssu-Ma Kuang was, in fact, in error in believing Kao Li-Shik to have been the fir,
eunuch appointed to an officer of the third grade, for the eunuch Hsieh Ssu-Chien
([ﬁ; fiﬂ i}fj) held the office of Grand General of the Guard for Surveillance of Gares
of the Left (Tse Chien Men Wei T Chiang Chin, 27 BE P 747 A 4% B)in 707,

. and his replacement of the first £ 2k %:‘g‘ by &EF# is therefore unjustified.

Even so, if Ssu Ma Kuang is right in believing that & ﬁ %ﬁ meant eunuchs of
the fifth grade or above in contradistinction to hE K& LL _I-, eunuchs of the sixth
to the ninth gradeg plus those with minor posts carrying no official grade, it seems
reasonable to infer thar berween B m'E a 5— the same distinction existed,
The number of established posts in the Nei $hik Sheng was at all times small, and

fifth grade, and Ptin Kuan, sixth to ninth grade, with the additional category of Puj
Shen to denote all eunuchs bearing no official grude,

*See Renaud, Relations des Veyages, Tome 1, P 73.

Recorded instances of the castration of adult members of foreign tribes are rare.
I give two examples, A memiorial presented in 686 to the Empress Wu mentions the
castration, at the order of T4ai T'sung, of a certain Lo Hei Hei (}{ 58 2 This man,
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whose name shows him to be of non-Chinese origin, was a professional P*i-Pa player,
and was sent to instruct the ladies of the Harem in the use of his instrument, {See
T‘ung Chien, Vol. 3, p. 2415.) Secondly, An Lu-Shan (¢ kil s said to have
castrated, with his own knife, his servant Li Chu-Erh (@ﬁ ﬁa), a member of the
Ch*i Tan (¥ M) tribe, by whom he was eventually murdered. (See Chin T ang Shu.
An Lu-Shan Chuan, Section 200.) ! :

* Kao Li-Shih, after his expulsion from the Inner Palace for some minor offence
by the Empress Wu, entered the household of her nephew, Wu San-Ssu Gt = B
where he was adopted by the eunuch Kao Yen-Fu (E ﬁﬁ) and his wife. (See
Kao Yen-Fu's epitaph written by Chang Yieh R 3 in 725, Chang Yen
Kung Chi17.3.) Kao Li-Shih himself adopted a number of persens including a daughter,
wha in 781 falsely claimed to be the Empress Dowager and was exposed by her younger
brother and by Li-5hih's adopted grandson, Fan Ching-Ch*ao (% ;&ﬂ) {See
T'ung Chien, Vol. 3, p. 2725.) About the year 760, Yii Chao-En adopted a professional
soldier of Haien Pei (B B2) origin by name Shang K‘6-Ku (f:'ﬂTl]' Ph) thereafter
changed to Y& Chih-Te (S48 ). (See Chin T'ang Shu. Shang K'o-Ku Chuan,
Section 144.) Like Fan Ching-Ch'ao he was not a eunuch. This form of adoption does
not appear to have been legalised until 791’ when an edict permitted members of the
Nei Shih Sheng of the fifth grade or above to adopt one male child, who should be
under nine years of age at the time of adoption. (See Tang Hui Yao, Section 65,
p- 1133.) In the introduction to this section the editor writes; “After the beginning of
the period Cheng Yian ( ﬁ )_ﬁ), 785-804, the officers who acted as the Emperor's
claws and teeth (i.e., the Imperial Guards) were all under the control of the eunuchs,
From this time they began to adopt foster-children, to whom they bequeathed their
titles, the first signs that foreshadowed their absolute authority.”

. 1% According to the T ang Liu Tien (Section 12, under Kung Wei Chii ‘E’ B E),

a department of the Nei Shih Sheng, the Office of Doors of the Inner Palace, Kung

Wei Chil, was responsible for keeping the register of these students and for supplying

them with food. (See also R. des Rotours, Traité des Fonctionmaires, 1, p. 250.)

1t For full details of the College of Literary Studies of the Inner Palace (Nei

* Wen Hstieh Kuan, P 3 B B, see Traité des Fonctionnaires, 1, pp. 2489, It seems

probable that from the time of its enlargement (¢frca 692) by the Empress Wu, some

of its eighteen professorships were held by euniuchs. After its abolition as a separate

institution and attachment to the Nei Shih Sheng (741 or before), it was entirely
staffed by eunuchs.

1* These two poems, which are in reality brief impromptu verses, are to be found
in the Kao Li-Shik Chuan, compiled by Kuo Shih (ﬂ‘ 1R) supposedly on the basis
of information supplied by Li-8hih himself. The work, however, consists of a series
of anecdotes mainly legendary and worthless to the historian, snd is, to my mind,
rightly included among the works of fiction. Some of these anecdotes have been
included by the editors of the Hsin T‘ang Shu in Li-Shik’s official biography. (See
Chin T ang Hsiao Shuo, p. 32.)

1 According to his biographers, Kao Li Shih not only had a private chapel moast :

sumptuously carved and decorated within the palace, but also founded in the
capital a Buddhist and a Taoist monastery, each of unexampled magnificence. At the
" same time it is mentioned that eunuchs who received commissions in the provinces
to promote faith and works (48 X)) f8) and o buy birds and animals, demanded not
less than 1,000 strings of cash as their honorarium. Li Fu-Kuo carried his piety still
" further, and gained a great reputation for goodness by living as a Buddhist priest,
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eating only vegetables, and being seen to tell his beads even while conducting state’
business, (See Chiu T'ang Shu. Huan Kuan Chuan, 184.) . .

- M See T ang Liu Tien, Section 12, under Kung Wei Ling (5 [#] 4F). “All eunuchs
without an official grade were called Nei Chi Shih. If they held an official appointment
or had passed through a period of suspension from office (F§ § &) and undergone a
Selection Examination, they obtained appointments as Departmentaj Directors or
Permanent Guards (ﬁ 'ﬁ* ﬁ -y This passage, the translation of which 1 am un-
certain, contains the only mention that I can find of a Selection Examination for
eunuchs. A number of edicts conferring appointrents upon eunuchs are to be found
in Section 418 of the Wen Yiian Vimg Hua. )

1* For full details of the Nei Shih Sheng and T*ai Tzu Nei Fang Chii, see Traité
des Fonctionnaires, 1, pp. 240-36. o

8 From 707 at least the Left and Right Guards for the Surveillance of Gates
were commanded by eunuchs, Hsieh Ssu-Chien being followed as general by Kao
Li-Shih and Yang Ssu-Hsil (*g' B B, and it was in these guards that the Chang
Shang (& _[4) or Permanent Guards, referred to in Note 14, served. For full details,
see Traité des Fonctionnaires, 2, pp. §537-42. 1 support M. R. des Rotours in
thinking that the membess of these guarda were recruited from among the eunuchs,

17 For this account of the numerical expansion of the sunuchs 1 have followed
the text of the Ts‘s Fu Yiian Kuei {Section 665, PP. §5-6) which contains details not
to be found elsewhere, If the numbers of higher ranking eunuchs from the reign of
Hstian Tsung onwards seems disproportionately large, it should be remembered that
the organisation developed, if not actually created by Kao Lj-Shih, formed from at
least the year 730 a‘channel through which all state business had to pass. The chief
ministers could only appreach the Emperor through a eunuch, and eunuch emissaries
armed with authority to take precedence over the highest provincial or military
officials ranged from Annam to Corea. These eunuchs still derived their authority
from honorific ’tit]es, either civil or military, and until the establishment of the two
offices of Nei Shih Chien (Ft;f# %), Director of the Nei Shih Sheng, in 755, no
eunuch held an established office of the third grade.

1% Chung Shih in the T ang dynasty are first mentioned in the year 632, when the

_miinister, Wei Cheng (ﬁﬁk), after having acted as arbiter in a dispute over

precedence within the Imperial Household, received from the Empress a message
and a present of silk and money through a Chung Shih. (See Chiu T'ang Shu, Wei
Cheng Chuan, Section 71, and T ung Chien, Vol 3, p- 2286.) Later in the reign of
T'si Tsung, Chung Shih were frequently sent by the Emperor to take messages of
condolence and presents of medicine to high officials in illness. (See, for example,
Chiu T'ang Shu, as above, and Fang Hsiian-Ling (E im) Chuan, Section 66.}

1* This anecdote is to be found in the T'ang Hui Yao, Section 65, p. 1132, and
in the T'ung Chien, Vol. 3, p. 2309. In the 17th section of the Cheng Kuan Cheng Yao
(ﬁ ﬁ_&.@) the compiler Wu Ching {ﬁ ﬁ) haz used a slightly different
version as a peg on which to hang a long memorial on the general principles of govern-
ment and irrelevant to the story itself presentied by Wei Cheng in 637. In Wu Ching’s
version, the story ends: "From no one else but you could I have received such a
warning,” replied the Emperor. “From now on the ernployment of eunuchs as messen-
gers shall be stopped™. Nor is it recorded that T¢ai Tsung made any further use of
eunuchs as provincial envoys.

*0 See Chin T ang Shu, Yu Chik-Ning Chuan, Section 98, and Heng Shan Wang
Chieng Chtien (18 U T JK ¥E) Chuan, Section 76.
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* See Chiu T'ang Shu, Shu Yen Yu -(}},[F; A3 Chuan, Section 46.

i See Hsin T'ang Shu, Ho P'u Kung Ch'y (& il 75 F) Chuan, Section 83, and
Tung Chien, Vol. 3, p. 21iss. :

* For the date of this constitutional change (c:’rcéa. 658), see Traité des Fonetion-
naires, Vol. 1, p. 159, note 1, .

* Shang-Kuan { was primarily a Jitteratenr, who enjoyed a considerable reputa-
tion both as a poet and as an historiag, All his life had been spent among boeoks and
documents, and his lack of administrative experience probably marked him as a safe
choice for the office of chief minister, to which he was appointed in 66z2. However,
his arbitrary use of his newly-acquired suthority soon aroused the hostility of hia

contemporaries. Both he and Wang Fu-Sheng had been in the service of the Prince

" Chung (,‘E.); established as Heir Apparent in 652, and ousted by the Empress Wu in
656. Though it is saidthat Chuny was not a party to the conspiracy, he did not escape
the accusations of Hsii Ching-Tsung, and was executed at the same time. See Chiu
T'ang Shu, Shang-Kuan I Chuan, Section 8o, and Yen Wang Chung (i F 5)
Chuan, Section 86, and T'ung Chien, Vol. 3, p. 2370, :

* In 675 an official, who among other duties had charge of the gardens of the
Imperial Palace at Lo Yang (ﬁ I&}}, found a eunuch misconducting himself in these
gardens and had him severely beaten, He then addressed a memorial to the Emperor
justifying his action, for which he received s reward of sitk and a letter saying that

- should such an incident occur aguin, he was ar liberty to take actian without the need
to send a memorial. See T'ung Chien, Vol. 1 3, p. 2392.

In 682 the Emperor sent a eunuch envoy to the south to collect from the Yitan
river (g TL) a rare species of bamboo, which he wished to plant in the palace gardens,
This eunuch behaved with such inselence upon his journey that on reaching Ching
Chou (%}9‘"} he was arrested by the prefect, Su Lijang-Ssu (ﬁ B i), who
wrote to the Emperor a strong letter deploring both the messenger and his errand.
The Emperor sent a reply in his own hand approving Liang-Ssu's action, and telling
him to throw the plant back into the river. See Chin T'ang Shu, Su Liang-Ssu Chuan,
'Section 15, and T'ung Chien, Vol. 3, p. 2404,

* Another occupation to which the dispossessed turned was the making of counter-
feit coin. Since 660 the various attempts to call in debased currency had ended in
failure, and only succeeded in raising commodity prices and bringing trade almost
to a standstill. Increased penaities for counterfeiting led only to more ingenious
methods of eluding the vigilance of the officials. Eventually, in the reign of the Empress
Wu, these officials were sent round to take specimens of coins in local circulation:
those which were worthless they seized, the rest, however rough or overweight, they
teft. As a result counterfeiting rapidly increased, and in particular, transients from the
grain-producing areas of Chiang and Huai (TL #§) rivers took themselves to remote
places, where they could cast coin without fear of arrest. See Chin T'ang Shu, Shih
Huo Chih (] ﬁ ,:5) 1, Section 48, Hsin T'ang Shu, Shih Huo Chik 4, Section 44,
T'ung Tien, Shih Huo g,

% Hsieh Huai-I is said to have been forced to take Buddhist orders as a means
of securing his free entry into the Inner Palace, just as his adoption inte the family
of Hsieh, into which the Empress had married her daughter the T ai P'ing princess
(*Zﬁé}fﬁ}, was the means of giving him precedence at the court, But though one
official rudely proposed that as Huai-! had now all the privileges of a eunuch he had

- better be castrated, he was in fact associated with a number of genuine priests, and

r;tpresented the interests of Buddhism at the Palace. The series of public buildings,

}
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for which he was responsible, were also alt of a religious kind. (See Chiv Tang Shu,
Hsieh Huai-I Chuan, Section 183.)

2 See T'ang Hui Yas, Vol. 2, pp. 1086 and 1131, and T'ung Chien, Vol. 3, p. 2418,
In fact, the author of the T ang fi1i Yo is not quite accurate in stating that no censor
was sent on a mission of military supervision after 687. In the following year the
Censor Su Hsiang (ﬁ 3#)) was ordered to investigate the various lmperial princes
who had joined the revolt of Cheng, Prince onﬁeh(ﬁ I ﬁ)and refused. The Empress
then got rid of Hsiang by sending him to supervise the armies in o Hsi (inf T,
and ptaced the investigation in the hands of Chou Hsing (Iﬂ ﬁ). See 'I‘urxg Chien,

- Vaol. 3, p. 2420.

** The T ung Iising were not necessarily members of the Imperiat House by birth,
The family name of Li Chi was Hsii ('f;?;'), but he was granted by the Emperor Kao
Tsu (ﬁ iﬂ) (619 or after), the privilege of bearing the same family name as his own.,
After Ching-Yeh raised his revolt, the Empress ordered his family name to be changed
back to Hsil. See Chiu T'ang Shu, Li Chi Chuan, Section 67.

3¢ See T'ung Chien, Vol. 3, p. 2433. In the biographies of Lai Tsun-Chéen, in
both the Chix and Fsin T ung Shu (Section 186, and Section zoy), a different version
of this episode is given. In the Chin Tang Shi version alone, Fan Yun-Hsien is given
the title T'a Chiang Chiin Nei Shih (K% T ‘f-;ff}, Grand General and Head of the
Nei Shih Sheng. It seems to me most untikely that any eunuch should have held a
high military office at this date, and I am relieved to find that Ssu-Ma Kuang has
rejected this version because of other discrepancies, and followed that which he found
in the T'se TVen Huang Hou Shih Lu (Al K 8 J5 & $b).

N See T'ung Chien, Vol. 3, p. 2436

3 Bee Traité des Fonctionmaires, Vol. 1, pp. 220 and 236,

M SBee Chiu-Tang Shu, Hsieh Huai-T Chuen, Section 183,

M Bee Chin T ang Shu, Koo Li-Shih Chuan, Section 184,
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