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S EHE AR o f 2R B E T - 22 (Albertus Seba, 1665-1736)
HYWCHE A - (A A R B A F AR E R eI AS - ¥ REEREY
fEHT « Wif# (Hans Sloane, 1660-1753) /& —#& ASHVEEGES » iy A
BRSO .15 28 R AR SR an Y B B M) B2 52 « %0 TRl - 15 B B iR BONAY 22 1
- A AT B 2 B 2 B 17 R B SR P v~ (B A 2 S0 DA R o 4 v B RE s B
AR mP R A 20 R BGRE - MM A2 HZE S A AT
Ginseng HESRE B KA 44F#H » {2 Gensing ~ Gin-sen ~ Gin-sem R [EYHFE 2
RANTFAE  JEAh - AR A Bk E H ARV - A2 HEEHE T ninzin -
ninsin ~ ninsing * nindsin (RS fE2EZE B L)EF & ninjin) K ESEEE nisi t.2EUN
N AEEE 5L - BONEE A SNATFRIFER EBEUARNINE - BIRE 5%
ftt I A 2 BEUON P O AR E Py NP S E S /815 (mandragora ) #E17 %
B o sl NP HE VG T EEREON N IR A S EGEB 2 F - HikE E2
1 - B5E®H (Guy Tachard, 1651-1712) A 1685 FEERFE AR £ 51+ VUIRE
MEEENYEE SR R o[BI BH 1% H AR ST - w4 20 B ik 5L P R & Bk Ay LA
EENIEY) o FHMAE —iREYEE - FERG R - P - B AZ » Hf A2
LA FEEE) - ¥ BEREAYAE RBANSHEEY) - R EIE RS i EE
HIMRED - [ Frsany B ARy T 1KS ) P REIAR B ERBEG (& 23) -

78 ® pF o (L7 ek ifftu?’% e Ey ) o (¢ %%ﬁ iv) 2015 % 6 8 1 15-24 -

7 Louis de Jaucourt, “Ginseng, ” in Encyclopédie ou Dictionnaire Raisonné des Sciences, des Arts
et des Métiers, 7 (Paris: Briasson, Bavid I’ainé, Le Breton, Durand, 1757), pp. 664-667.

80 John H. Appleby, “Ginseng and the Royal Society,” Notes and Records of the Royal Society of
London 37.2 (1983): 121-145; Heasim Sul, “Ginseng Exhibit of the British Museum in the
Eighteenth Century: Obtaining Route and Responses of the Contemporaries,” Journal of Ginseng
Culture 3 (2021): 38-53.

81 Guy Tachard, Voyage de Siam, des Peres Jesuites, Envoyez par le Roy aux Indes & a la Chine:

avec Leurs Observations Astronomiques, et Leurs Remarques de Physique, de Géographie,

d’Hydrographie, & d’Histoire (Paris: Chez [brace] Arnould Seneuze, ru¢ de la Harpe, a la Sphere

et Daniel Horthemels, rué de la Harpe, au Mécenas, M. DC., 1686), pp. 372-373.
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(Tachard, Voyage de Siam, p. 372. (Guilielmi Pisonis, De Indiae Utriusque re
Courtesy of the Boston College Libraries) Naturali Et Medica [Amstelacdami: Apud

Ludovicum et Danielem, 1658], p. 194.
Courtesy of the John Carter Brown
Library)
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i N2 i BERYARE - EF T R R F HIRAEBONRY A SAE Y8 ) E 776 T2
RIEGE « F2Z (Willem Piso, 1611-1678) 1 1658 fEH{ARHY ( HFHENE B FRELEE 52
%) (De Indiae Utriusque re Naturali Et Medica) > #%EMEE T NRFISHRIRA
(BErEEYE) (Historia Naturalis Brasiliae) ~ TR BREIE/N\E (VOC) VIS
16« 2 « FE4E (Jacob de Bondt, 1592-1631) HY (HEJE RS H ABLIE )
( Historiae Naturalis et Medicae Indiae Orientalis) ~ DA 2R 4REAT (FRHEE)
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(Radice Gensingh) ° % {HiEfE XENHEFRGHES (LB L w BIH% - Y
J%FR (Christian Mentzel, 1622-1701) AYfEH%EL - MBERIEE —HATISE A HASEE T
BN A2 E > FRERIECEHASNEBEKEA » BRI — B R
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82 H ¢ ZR4g cniT B 3T 1642 &£ R > M H 4 T2 ?‘}*kkﬁl Harold J. Cook, “Global
Economies and Local Knowledge in the East Indies: Jacobus Bontius Learns the Facts of Nature,”
in Colonial Botany: Science, Commerce, and Politics in the Early Modern World, ed. Londa
Schiebinger and Claudia Swan (Philadelphia: University of Pennsylvania Press, 2007), pp. 100-
118 - Jacobus Bontius #_84¢ 4+ & mé*“” AN kR (FRAE) F iAo RRHEY S
FHIAPATRFLES o L R A ’\4&3\%&1 RERFEL YR &a %"ﬁé&ééiﬁ
ES Y ?%%ﬂwﬁ#ﬁii?%ﬂﬁ)ﬁ&mmﬁ%ﬁm$°ﬂ G e
B M2 E ¢ dhninzin E P AR R SR e 2B H P R B { T ot & 1658 E dURpEAT

B i tip (T AR PR R AT hE ?5 £7 Frangois de Vicq (1603-1678) -

8 Pisonis, De Indiae Utriusque re Naturali Et Medica, p. 194.

8 FpFe lf’% ¥ B4 Lend 7 2 2558 Guilielmi Pisonis & §§ & Guil. Pisonis °

86 Andreaec Cleyeri, “De Radice Gensingh,” Miscellanea Curiosa, sive Ephemiridum Medico-

Physicarum Germanicarum Academiae Naturae Curiosorum 4 (1685-1686): 3-6.

87 Christiani Mentzelii, “De Radice Chinensium Gin-Sen,” Miscellanea Curiosa, sive Ephemiridum

Medico-Physicarum Germanicarum Academiae Naturae Curiosorum 5 (1686-1687): 73.
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1}‘\ A %A“l]&zh«ﬂm//ﬂ 4;"{/\ C]mSefg;q .//Kﬂfg}gmnj ﬂ@ﬂ_’@mnz

25 FEBAZE
(Mentzelii, “De Radice Chinensium Gin-Sen,” pp.73-74.
Courtesy of the Natural History Museum Library, London)

8 RBEYAR A Z2rh % v h o B 8477 4 L Genie Yoo, “Wars and Wonders: The Inter-
Island Information Networks of Georg Everhard Rumphius,” British Journal for the History of
Science 51.4 (2018): 555-584 -

O PFERET G- AP EHFEEFAFRERSYE > %HY Ms. Sin. 18 4 3
Ausfiihrlicher Bericht von der Wurtzel GIN-SEN: Auf3 den Chineesischen Texten, Geldhrter
Mcinner Gezeugniifien, und Selbst Eigener Erfahrung > ¥ & 35 (M > A $ehiiimif 2
PR e A EEEOET A BAERK) o B A SRR Miscellanea Curiosa ’:é
AR RAOGBRAE- R BAAR-FR PERERTRGFBM T SDATED
A1R o
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BEHH) ~ —EAZA OLEAREME) (1637 FF)) M—& (REEH) - %
PR - B 25 11~ 4 WERYARIEE T35 - AEAYE - ZiEiE (AFREE)
SEAASHN—HBRCHE S HA-SEBEFTRAN TR > HhA (CREER)
Wb ek @A A BN —HEEHRL -7 S—UEBEZREE (Andreas
Miiller, 1630-1694) f£ 1674 FHRARAIIE I EE T —0EEL 4 SEIREAHDIAY A2
A I AT S 2 e S G BT RV < 0 HHIbRTHEET (RREE) R
A —HY WA ERREE RS R REER  ERFEONER R BIE
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92 Andreas Miiller, Hebdomas Observationum De Rebus Sinicis (Coloniae Brandenburgicae:
Schultzius, 1674), pp. 34-35. T4 &~ A& f ¢ § L AR TG B A Send v 2 £ 2 F i
Hiphak» 28R B X RG DRERpM TR BB E AR E FES G F R
Z o B RT ;;%%E.LF" FRRD g T2AFEFndis | o
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607 Rac-Ziesdf " RAY ) LT HRETERLARFERERS, 07
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AP T Tginsen ) FHOEMEEHA - FOEIE  BLIHLEESLTH
Ariaptit o (LB 26)

N PEENLIEALBLY - PEE 300 AT S MR RFEAFREIR A EBE A B
Ms. Sin. 15 #¢ S 4380 350 » @ wFF 5% 3feMik SXms v RBRW
Mgk € BxL "t (Michael Boym) #73 » 3% 2 Edward Kajdanski, “Michael Boym’s
Medicus Sinicus: New Facts, Reflections, Conclusions,” T oung Pao 103.4/5 (2017): 448-472 -
IRFT o3BT (LT ATHD | T RS F- REE S - Bfeul A (AE
B ) (%% Libri sin. 102/107) > H4=Z T A8 WU T = AAX B A -5
FoRdP g A SERI AN (AEHP)  cSEFFEELLHEFLPHRE G
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Curiosa T » % SUAHS—EEAFTRM RFF B EER - M E KATERIE R ERHY
—HUAEY @ (E A4S T PTER -

@ @
26 : FEZBAZBERNXARREFEE G
(Libri sin. 64/65, http://resolver.staatsbibliothek-berlin.de/SBB000160D300010000;
Ms. sin. 15, http://resolver.staatsbibliothek-berlin.de/SBB00021BB000000000.
Courtesy of Staatsbibliothek zu Berlin-PK)

SRS 4E FTRM R =R A 2 BEHBE A FEmiE - DUESHEY 2B RS -
EMFLIELIFAZ - F—-HEFOTRRE D RWERIZRPREY) - $HTt
®WE > MAEYIIPREE —EER - BAEERBRETHEL - WEEHA D SIR
ZRIBEIR ~ R EE = - BRARICF (WESHARAEZR > fiE L
HARA > RERITRGA) - NILRREAR AR R —EE Y A8 Pl saiE - i

% Wolfgang Michel, “Ein Ostindianisches Sendschreiben: Andreas Cleyers Brief an Sebastian
Scheffer vom 20. Dezember 1683,” (& =< £ 3 ) 41 (1991) 11598 s ¥4 = £
e § eh% g > 4 8 Harold J. Cook, Matters of Exchange: Commerce, Medicine, and
Science in the Dutch Golden Age (New Haven: Yale University Press, 2007), chapter 8 & 9 ©

97 Andreas Cleyer and Christian Mentzel, Flora Japanica (manuscript kept at Staatsbibliothek zu
Berlin - PreuBischer Kulturbesitz, Libri picturati 41/42).
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A IRRERELE - [FIRFHHEON 558 S HE A R AORAY A 28 - EM#E B e A0S Y [ 4
BAEMRSHAELIE - 5 ETGE T HAAT A2 52 ERY S — (@R « 2N itag
RKAAGFELZERER " A2, (WEY > BAEMERRLHE R - M7 ER
MASEEN S5 i PR R HIREA -

= - BEASRERT AL : BMNAZEROMEEY

JEAKEE « ¥8% (Nehemiah Grew, 1641-1712) 7E 1681 4F 5 B R 2 & 45
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% Mentzelii, “De Radice Chinensium Gin-Sen,” p. 76.
9 Cleyeri, “De Radice Gensingh,” p. 4.
100 Nehemiah Grew, Musaeum Regalis Societatis, or, A Catalogue & Description of the Natural and
Artificial Rarities Belonging to the Royal Society and Preserved at Gresham Colledge (London:
Printed by W. Rawlins, 1681), p. 227.
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B SRS E CHEER B EEE Y AL BN A RAFIVEE - LGB
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( Tancred Robinson, 1658-1748) - ' FHFEEZH2) b i E ik it A M A2 B 7l gE 1IE &
T & B $F L ECERAY ninsin [& - 28R AR A E G (5 FT R EEE N 2 52 22 & Frk
NS [E P EER RS - 1

BEFR 220 (28R ) (Het Amboinsche Kruidboek ) 31751 By FH (A [
G - FEFIMEAIIALEE VOC iE » MATREABEHES=E - 5~ NAHEE
HIERESRIR - #EZAE S AS B (ZNAERE - Wit) B85 1755 FI54 Hihi
BZEFRiE- i RE& %k - AS2ECBRAEF - 1 R B R T
HER ERYCE) (FER B - MRERAES ~ BATGIRER) » M RINE SRR PR A EE
HYFEE 5 S5 A M —iE A S REE G - &Y R B PTEREEN R RAS
(E 28-~29) - LELHYERLE « #iE N (Johann Philipp Breyne, 1680-

101 Grew, Musaeum Regalis Societatis, p. 376.

102 Leonardi Plukenetii, Phytographia seu Stirpium Eikones Fideliter & Exquisite ad Vivum
Delineatae Aenisque Tabulis Illustratae in Quibus Novae Plures & Exoticae Plantae a Nemine
Hactenus Animadversae Nunc Primum Proponuntur; necnon Aliae Quaedam apud Neotericos
Dubiae Atque Obscurae (mutatis aliquando nominibus prout res ipsa postulat) Perspicua
Brevitate Dilucidantur. Pars altera [2] (Londini: Sumptibus Autoris, 1691), Tab CI, Fig 7. *#73}
Pamsg enlife, k2273l 2 4 28 F 282

Appleby, “Ginseng and the Royal Society,” p. 124.

g7 & & Georgius Everhardus Rumphius, Het Auctuarium, ofte Vermeerdering, op het Amboinsch
Kruyd-boek (Te Amsterdam: by Mynard Uytwerf, en de wed. S. Schouten en Zoon, 1755), Tab
xxi, figl + + #& L Georgius Everhardus Rumphius, Amboinsch Kruidboek, boeken I-XII, met het
Auctuarium of Toegift (Leiden University Libraries, BPL 314. Late 17th century), part 13, f.
T2a*r-72b*ro L fHMTF FAH X E WL 4 ¢ AT F i > Bn i http://hdl.handle.net/1887.1
/item:3440176 > 3 P~ 2025.02.11 -

103
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(Plukenetii, Phytographia...
Pars altera, Tab CI, Fig 7.

Courtesy of Biblioteca
Digital del Real Jardin
Botanico de Madrid)

28 :
BHRLHFRFHIAZE
(Rumphius, Amboinsch
Kruidboek, part 13, f. 72b*r.
Courtesy of the Leiden

University Libraries)

29 :
(RNAEEE) A2H
(Rumphius, Het Auctuarium,
ofte Vermeerdering, op het
Amboinsch Kruyd-boek, Tab
xxi, figl. Courtesy of the

Leiden University Libraries)

105 Johannes Philippus Breynius, Dissertatio Botanico-Medica de Radice Gin-Sem, seu Nisi et
Chrysanthemo Bidente Zeylanico Acmella Dicto (Lugduni Batavorum: apud Abrahamum Elzevier
Academiae Typographum, 1700).
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A AAE S HP Ay A SR E AN S i fE A 28 5 AAH L - R EE Y2 R A
7% (Engelbert Kampfer, 1651-1716) 3 [Fg%5 {58 B 25T - 1A VOC » 1690
LB G 73 B Rk B S A S WA - BAE R EE B AT o 18 H AR
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112 Engelberto Kaempfero, Amoenitatum Exoticarum Politico-Physico-Medicarum Fasciculi V:
Quibus Continentur Variae Relationes, Observationes & Descriptiones Rerum Persicarum &
Ulterioris Asiae: Multd Attentione in Peregrinationibus per Universum Orientem Collectae
(Lemgoviae, Typis & impensis Henrici Wilhelmi Meyeri, aulae Lippiacae typographi, 1712), pp.
818-821. ¥t k|02 Ap Achje £ A & » ¥ %4 Wolfgang Michel, “On the Background of
Engelbert Kaempfer’s Studies of Japanese Herbs and Drugs,” ( F # F & ¥ 323%) 484
(2002) :692-720 °
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AR TN T8y = iR A R FE o B W R B 494 - 1€ (Johann Amman, 1707-
1741) ZF > MG 1730-1733 FEAFEEHTER Y E2UYGE - Hd " Am. 818
HiE (REEFE) H 818 ILHEFTEIEZRAS o M ZMEER - WA A S EE
TR EZIEY) - TEEIFE YIS R WA AL-Z28H 1 58 « fIRIC (Petra-Andrea Hinz) i ¥
VAN B AEVIREAETTI I - BB 8 E K Sium sisarum L. ([& 32
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113 Edwin Rose, “Engelbert Kaempfer,” in The Collectors : Creating Hans Sloane’s Extraordinary
Herbarium, ed. Mark Carine (London: Natural History Museum 2020), pp. 186-191.

M 2o el ad » Jd WhGZELEAREFEACET EATERfoRbpl o L EAT L B
TR REEY 0 G TR s BE TS DR 1/&1*. Sium sisarum L.> ¥ F #ci
Fffede i B s EREARIRE AT - T 0 %% BMO00815504 « #5152 H 04 £ $44E 4 1
AT R v S ERIME AR P g F e D 8
& o M 32 @ ATRERAMERY o 2T & hiRirirdy 2 ¥ LES 8 794 - § (John Ray,
1627-1705) e & ¥ (fd & >> ( Historia Plantarum) ° %% A= % > % 3 5 A B AR Y
1686 ~ 1688 # » F /Bl 5 = & 15> 1704 & > FAB %t 2 LE A9 4
FR.S.647, % = £ ehF 647 > PN % #4478 4 % ¥ ninzin rﬂpc?\ ; TR.H. 1338, T
@ Eef 13380 PN B 4E4 P Breyne ¥ 4 # Ninzi ~ Gensing 2 Gin-sem ey i o 27[%
MR A G FAY o TRAFLABEF AL ELRY 0 AT 1338 2
F g2 ,.%#EF— Kempf. am. exot. 818 (P &k « P & chd gr) > g k] o2
Amoenitatum Exoticarum — % F 818 (ih3cp R & ﬁs‘lfﬁéﬁ" EAGESFNERAFY
B Mark Carine §&* 2w 38R e AT Z AT L > STREA TR T & e
Bradley Lewis Scott & /& THFLLImchd B 4 0 BlAEamL & o Bt S u5asy) Mot ar
% ¥t Historia Plantarum i€ % 24> 2 LG p RAFL g F el amy g np
(https://data.nhm.ac.uk/dataset/sloane-historia-plantarum > 3§ 2~ 2026.07.21) -

115 Petra-Andrea Hinz, “The Japanese Plant Collection of Engelbert Kaempfer (1651-1716) in the Sir
Hans Sloane Herbarium at the Natural History Museum, London,” Bulletin of the Natural History
Museum. Botany Series 31.1 (2001): 27-34.
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Libraries and Archives;@ Specimen of Sium sisarum L. collected by Kimpfer
[Barcode: BM000815675]. © The Trustees of the Natural History Museum, London.
Shared under a Creative Commons Attribution [CC BY] license)
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Sium sisarum FHLL - 10 AR P AT PRD R » TR E A SR R )2
A DALt e Y EEY) o (ERIEE R — (S 40 E T $2 A i R RA SR AV 4R R - iR E)
FE/INECHIBRE T AR > AT — (e (E - WS 2T > K/ » B - 74

116 Skirret fiT £ B 4R & ¥ chpe iR AL S £ % F X > 4 A “Skirret (Sium Sisarum, Linn.),”
Bulletin of Miscellaneous Information (Royal Botanic Gardens, Kew) 147/148 (1899): 39-42 - 3%
PRI A B B HEY S > SPR{ERGEEEH T L o
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17 Kaempfero, Amoenitatum Exoticarum, p. 821.

U8 k%2> (R 4%) > F 11b-12a-
Wow gk (A 5H) 4o @R FL 4P P2 FA BT TLE
Ay o RF SO FER-MRIIAEI L EEARS o

-43-



Fl-] B

G bRt - s /AL RBNAIE B AR RN " A2, HIE LEWRE
SEEANENIEY) o H—F Silene firma Sieb. & Zucc. » HATHEEIE N2 » B fEH
B AT RS 2Ty Sium sisarum L. BARIEZGH T ASEHFAS - &
2 R SCARBE R EEIR - S SHEY AR E LR e 2 E - B EFESE
D EEE I E I H AFEREA2AHEY) - EMTEREE A2 48452 HAYEC
MRS - BEAWIEHDANAERMEIER "5 > BT EEFH AR AR
D5 TEIEEANS o AAKRERZFEEIEE A LREEN A SR LE -
EIHEEL T HIER , A2 o D EWEEYETE "H A2 BEEBNAREEA
SHEL T YR HEERFEN - SE PEH T EREGERNEE - EH
ST P LB DL S B R B EON S B SGR YA S B IR A EE S EY 2 ey IR
A

W

= - ERERAEY  BRPOMEZEIR

FEA T WON A2 B G BRI - 59— (8 55 R o3 A e FE O 2 [ B o]
PRI - MR P BN YR E SRR —& T AR - WEEYRY
oy BlE G E T R ECE A - P EMYE R R ER W
205 BONCEIMCREILIIRAAEY) 2 HERTR - WLIEE RS TS > BON
HIWASBE R EFHREERNER - CEAVHZEL - FR—E S iE
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120 Brian W. Ogilvie, The Science of Describing: Natural History in Renaissance Europe (Chicago:
The University of Chicago Press, 2006).

121 Daston, “Epistemic Image”; Sachiko Kusukawa, Picturing the Book of Nature: Image, Text, and
Argument in Sixteenth-Century Human Anatomy and Medical Botany (Chicago: The University
of Chicago Press, 2012); Fa-ti Fan, British Naturalists in Qing China: Science, Empire, and
Cultural Encounter (Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Press, 2004).
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B FOREA 2 B G E BB Y 204 B Sk & LA - i E
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HYE S HE T A2 MRS 78R - i B BT S AR SRy S
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P ERE G T (WELET])  (Philosophical Transactions) FERIE53R T # (5

122 Mario Cams, Companions in Geography: East-West Collaboration in the Mapping of Qing China,
c.1685-1735 (Leiden: Brill, 2017).
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123 Father Jartoux (Pierre Jartoux), “The Description of a Tartarian Plant, Call’d Gin-Seng; with an
Account of Its Virtues. In a Letter from Father Jartoux, to the Procurator General of the Missions
of India and China. Taken from the Tenth Volume of Letters of the Missionary Jesuits, Printed at
Paris in Octavo, 1713,” Philosophical Transactions 28 (1713): 237-247.
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124 Pierre Jartoux, “Lettre du Pére Jartoux au Pére Procureur Général des Missions des Indes et de la
Chine,” in Lettres Edifiantes et Curieuses, Ecrite des Missions Etrangéres, par quelques

Missionaires de la Compagnie de Jesus, Tome 10 (Paris: Chez Jean Barbou, 1713), pp. 159-185.
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126 Sul, A Global History of Ginseng, chapter 3.

127 Mark Catesby, The Natural History of Carolina, Florida and the Bahama Islands vol. 2 (London:
Printed at the expence of the author, and sold by W. Innys and R. Manby, at the West End of St.
Paul’s, by Mr. Hauksbee, at the Royal Society House, and by the author, at Mr. Bacon’s in
Hoxton, 1734-1747), appendix p. 16.

-49-



35 EMAREEARF=ERER
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Florida and the Bahama Islands vol. 2, appendix p. 16.

Courtesy of the Smithsonian Libraries and Archives)
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122 Londa Schiebinger, Plants and Empire: Colonial Bioprospecting in the Atlantic World
(Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Press, 2004).
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BE (fear) 5 7 b L 88pLA) = Bl 42 %)% > 4 L Shigehisa Kuriyama, “The Imagination
of the Body and the History of Embodied Experience: The Case of Chinese Views of the
Viscera,” in The Imagination of the Body and the History of Bodily Experience, ed. Shigehisa
Kuriyama (Kyoto: International Research Center for Japanese Studies, 2001), pp. 17-29;

Shigehisa Kuriyama, “The Forgotten Fear of Excrement,” Journal of Medieval and Early Modern
Studies 38.3 (2008): 413-442 -
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Picturing the True Ginseng:
Ginseng Images and Global Circulation of Herbal Knowledge
in the Seventeenth and Eighteenth Centuries

Xiaomeng Liu
Department of History, Fudan University

In the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries, ginseng emerged as a highly sought-
after tonic in East Asian medical practices and a significant commodity in global trade.
Physicians, herbalists, and naturalists from China, Japan, and Europe explored ginseng
from various perspectives, with images playing a crucial role in the production and
circulation of knowledge. By focusing on these images, the present article explores the
historical processes through which knowledge of ginseng was represented, modified,
and codified during its global circulation. In China, two distinct iconographic
conventions developed from four herbal illustrations originating in the official
pharmacopeia of the Song dynasty: one referenced the illustration of Luzhou &M
ginseng, complemented by detailed revisions; the other focused on the depiction of
ginseng as a commodity, reflecting knowledge in the marketplace. In early Edo Japan,
scholars primarily learned about the plant morphology of ginseng through Chinese
works of materia medica. However, after the Kyoho reforms, the demand for ginseng
domestication led scholars to begin depicting ginseng through firsthand observations.
Nevertheless, the textual descriptions of “three branches and five leaves” =1 7 B
from Chinese materia medica continued to influence both the identification of ginseng
varieties and the ways in which they were illustrated. European naturalists obtained
various ginseng images through both Chinese materia medica and field investigations
in Japan, seeking to uncover the typical forms of ginseng amidst an overwhelming
array of conflicting information. Within this complex historical process, images served
not only as vehicles for knowledge transmission but also as agents for knowledge
production. While images in European natural history developed a realistic style that
represented the typical form of plants by detailing all necessary traits, ginseng images
in East Asia tended to foreground several representative characteristics, such as

branch-leaf arrangement, root shape, and the rhizome head. This difference in pictorial
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strategies reveals an epistemic divergence in the natural history between East and
West. As knowledge and images spread globally, significant changes occurred in the
identification and understanding of ginseng. Various plant species originally classified
under the names “renshen” A 2%, “ginseng,” or “ninzin” were gradually excluded from
these designations, with Panax ginseng C.A.Mey. of the Araliaceae family eventually

being established as the sole, true ginseng in East Asia.

Keywords: ginseng; image; three branches and five leaves; knowledge production;

global history
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