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Research on the Origin of the Tang Code :
Statutes on Household and Marriage from
Bamboo and Wooden Slip Documents

Guei Chi-Shun

Tang Codes was a representative work of Chinese Traditional
Legal System. Owing to the sanction of history records, it’s
difficult to know the origin of Tang Code. The Qin and Han
statutes excavated from Shuihudi and Zhangjiashan can provide a
supplement to understand the origin of Tang Code. In the
Shuihudi Qin Code, we found the Tian lu H{# ( Statutes on
Agriculture ) , Yao lu & ( Statutes on Corvee) , Fu lu f#{F
( Statutes on Registration) and some remnants can be regard as
the origin of Hu lu {3 ( Statutes on Households ) in Tang Code.
We also found four articles concerning marriage in the Falu da
wen ;EFEZR] (Answers and Questions Concerning the Qin
Statutes ) , those might be the content of the Hun lu #&{#
( Statutes on Marriage ) of Qin Code. From the Zhangjiashan
material, we can also find the Hu lu *Fu lu »Yao lu ~ Tian lu
and Zhihou lu & 78 {3 ( Statutes on the Establishment of
Successors ) in Ernian Luling — 4 7# 4 ( Statutes and
Ordinances of the Year Two) which are regard as the origin of
Huhun lu F#&{# ( Statutes on Households and Marriage ) of
Tang Code.

Keywords : Tang Code - Huhun lu = 4§ {# ( Statutes on
Households and Marriage ) - excavated bamboo
and wooden slips document - the Shuihudi Qin
Code > Zhangjiashan bamboo slips > Ernian Luling
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