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A certain scholar who possessed a very large number of books put a "spring picture"

(erotic painting) in each box. When asked about this, he explained that the

existence of many books in one place attractive fire, but that these things (i. e.

@ H.3%iE R F44E435 (Bulletin of the Museum of Far Eastern Antiquities ) # = » 1931 A& ©
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painting of this kind ) charm away the danger of fire.
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When I was a lad, I looked into the book-boxes at a house where I was visiting and
found that in each there was inserted a spring painting, when I asked the reason, I
was told it was a counter-charm against ( the bad influences caused by possessing )
many books.
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