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Investigating the Zuozhong Game Board and Bosai Games
Ru-Xuan Huang
Institute of History and Philology, Academia Sinica

The shape and the characteristics of the zuozhong game board are consistent with
the /iubo game boards unearthed at tombs from the state of Chu in the Warring States
period, and the pattern of the zuozhong game board is the same as that of a sai game

bl

called “gewu” in traditional literature and stone reliefs of the Han dynasty. These
findings suggest that the zuozhong game board is in fact a sai game board. According to
the sequence of the “sixty Jiazi” in the bamboo slips with the title Tianlao from the
Kongjiapo tomb of the Han dynasty and the Han bamboo slips titled Juguan tu collected
by Peking University, this article uses the directionality of the writing of the zuozhong
game board as a guide to recover the game route and meaning. The composition of the
concentric square of the zuozhong game board may reflect the concept of the jifu
(territorial division) system: the inner and outer frames represent the “internal” and
“external” systems, respectively; the central circle denotes “the center of the earth,” “the

]

center of the realm,” and “the center of all under heaven,” which was chosen by the
emperor to establish the imperial city; the perpendicular roads which form a cross in the
center connote “Zhouhang” and “Zhoudao,” the highest-level roads connecting the Zhou
royal court to the outside. Furthermore, the words found in the innermost square
represent the laws of the emperor, those of the fourth square indicate the feudal system
of vassal states, and those of the fifth portray the barbarians. In this way, the pattern and
words jointly show the political geography of the Warring States period. Bosai games
had mainly been based on the throwing of six sticks; later, betting dice replaced the
sticks. The maximum value is “six,” and if one exceeds this number, the die is used for
a drinking game. There are three types of dice used in gambling games from the Warring
States period as well as the Qin and Han dynasties: the ivory die discovered at Xixin
from the Warring States period is fourteen sided, the Qin wooden dice unearthed at
Wangjiatai are cubes, and the Han ceramic die of Jiantai village is a hexahedron with a
central axis. This discovery of a diversity of betting dice provides us with a new

understanding of past knowledge.

Keywords: gewu; liubo; dice; gambling; the jifu system (territorial division)
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