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Analysis and Discussion of the Bronze Vessels Set of the Zeng
Noble, Ji Juanchen, Excavated from Gaodian of Luoshan

Shaohua Xu

School of History, Wuhan University

The bronze vessels set of the Zeng noble, Ji Juanchen, excavated from Gaodian of
Luoshan, Henan province, is dated as later than the bronze vessels of tomb M1 in
Guojiamiao cemetery of Zaoyang, tombs M1 and M2 of Pingqiao, Xinyang, bronze wares
from Xiaoxiguan cemetery of Xinye, as well as those from tomb G2 of Huang State ruler
and his wife in Guangshan. However, its date is presumed earlier than the bronze vessels
from M7 and M8 of Xiasi cemetery in Xichuan, and M85 of Sujialong cemetery in
Jingshan. It is slightly later but very close to the date of bronze wares from tomb G1 of
the Huang State ruler and his wife, and is of the same time as the bronze vessels set from
Bailizhou cemetery of Zhijiang, which was dated to be from the early phase of the mid
Spring and Autumn Period, around 640 BCE or slightly later.

Both the typology of the vessels’ combination and the forms of the vessels reflect
the basic cultural characteristics of central plain culture during the late phase of the early
Spring and Autumn Period to the early phase of mid Spring and Autumn Period, which
is in accord with the identity of their owner, Ji Juanchen, as a noble member of the Zeng
State.

According to the historical records in the Zuozhuan, along with the archaeological
materials excavated from Suizhou of Hubei, and Luoshan of Henan, there was a Ji family
existing in the royal clan of Zeng State during the Spring and Autumn Period. This family
was descended from Xigong, the younger son of Lord Mu of Zeng State, also known as
Jizi. The family originated from at least the early Spring and Autumn Period or even
earlier than that, with representative figures such as Ji Liang, Ji Juanchen, and Ji Yi from

different times.

Keywords: bronze vessels set of the Zeng noble, chronology, characteristics, the Ji

family
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